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REPORT. 



To the Honorable,^he Legialatars :. 

In oonformity with the statute, the State Board of Charities re- 
spectfully Bubmits to the Legislature, this, its £ighteeuth Annual 
Report : 

Since its lust annual report, the Board has anstained a aevere loss in 
the death of Commissioner Devereux, its Vice-President, which oc- 
curred December 24, 1884. In view of his extended relations to tlie 
public, through the office which he held, we deem it proper to refer 
here to this sad orent, and to hia long and valuable services in con- 
nection with the Board. 

Mr. John C. Devereux, of Utica, was appointed a member of this 
Board from the Fifth Judicial District, February 13, 1874, and has 
been twice re-appointed upon the espiratioti of his term. He entered 
upon his duties immediately, and was choseu Vice-President March 
14, 1878, which position he held without interruption until his death. 
He brought to th^ aid of the Board a large and valuable experience iu 
active business pursuits, and an extended knowledge of the charities 
of the State, acquired during a life replete with practical benevo- 
lence. He was held in high esteem by his associate members, and we 
here bear testimony to the great earuestuess and zeal with whicli he 
prosecuted his work, and to his untiring efforts properly to discharge 
the important trust reposed in him by the Stata In his death, we 
huve lost an active and valuable co-bborer, and the State and public, 
a competent, faithful and vigilant officer. 

Work of the Board ddriito the Year. 
For a more systematic and better exercise of its visitorial powers, 
which extend to all charitable, correctional and eleemosynary institu- 
tions, excepting State prisons, the work of the Board, in this respect, 
is largely prosecuted by its standing committees appointed for the 
purpose. The several Commissioners make repeated visits to the in- 
stitutions in their respective districts, and 'special committees are 
formed, from time to time, in order to facilitate this work. The offi- 
cers of the Board, either aloae or in company with ita Commissioners, 
are also assigned to the visitation of institutions under its direction 
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and eatablislied lalea and regulations. In this manaer, a more general 
visitation of the institutions coming within its purview is made, 
than could otherwise be eSected, and the facta and information 
obtained are better collated than by individual effort, and thus ren- 
dered available to the Legislature. A summary of these visitations, 
and the extent to which they have been carried on during the year, 
will hereafter be given, . 

Several special committees have been charged by the Board, during 
the year, with the investigation of alleged abuses in the management 
of different institutions in the State, and t^ave reported the results of 
their investigations to the Board. 

The executive duties of the Board relate mainly to the support and 
care of State paupers, and to the removal of lunatic and other alien 
puupers to various countries of Europe. These duties are largely per- 
formed by the Secretary, under the statnte, or in accordance with 
rules and regulations prescribed and established by the Board. The 
extent of this work in these directions, and its value and importance 
to the State are hereafter fully set forth. 

On the 14th of January, 1885, Mr. Robert McCarthy of Syracuse 
was appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate as Com- 
missioner of the Fifth Judicial District, in the place of John C. 
Devereux, deceased, and immediately qualified and entered upon his 
duties, being assigned to the same committees of which Commissioner 
Devereux was a member. 

Standiito Comhittees of the Board for 1884. 

The standing committees of the Board for 1884, farmed early in the 
year, were constituted as follows : 

On the insane — CommissionerB Craig, Milhau and Letchworth. 

On the deaf and damb, and idiots — Commissioner Devereux. 

On the blind — Commissioner Carpenter. 

On reformatories — Oommissioners Stewart, Deverenx and Craig. 

On city alms>houBes — Gommissioners Hopes and Milhau. 

On county poor-honsea — Oommissioners Miller, Carpenter and 
Devereux. 

On incorporated chanties for medical relief — CommiBsioner Mil- 
hau and Secretary Hoyt. 

Onout-door relief — Oommtssioaers Lowell, Ropes and Foster. 

On dependent and delinqueut children — Commissioners Letch- 
worth, Stewart, Devereux and Carpenter. 

On finance — Commissioner Van Antwerp. 

On State and alien paupers — Commiesioaers Foster, Van Antwerp, 
Mitler and Secretary Hoyt, 
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The extent of the labora of these committees, and the' results of 
their work duriug the year, appear in their respective reports hereto 
appended. 

Visitations of Institdtions, 
The followiug 'id a summary of the visitations of institutions by the 
Board during the year: 

1. All oC the charitable and reformatory institutions haying a State 
foundation, one or more times, by the various standing committees, 
or by members or officers of tlic Board. 

2. The various State and incorporated and private asylums, devoted 
to tlie custody and care of the insane, by the standing committee 
on the insane. 

3.' All of the county and town poor-honses and the county asylum 
departments for the insane, from one to four times, by tlia Secretary, 
and many of them also by the Commissioners in their respective dis- 
tricts; and the city alms-housea and city asylums, by various mem- 
bers and officers of the Board, and by its standing committees. 

4. The hospitals and dispensaries in part, bythestandiug committee 
on incorporated charities for medical relief. 

5. A larg^ numtier of the orphan asylnms and other institntions 
having the oversight and care of dependent children, by the Assistant 
Secretary, by members of the Board, and by the standing committee 
upon the subject. 

6. All of the State alms-houses repeatedly, by the Secretary, accom- 
pauied at times by various Commissioners. 

7. All of the public institutions of New York city by the New 
York members of the Board. 

The Board gratefully acknowledges the co-operation of the State 
Commissioner in Lunacy during the year, in the discharge of its 
duties in regard to the insane. In numeronst instances, be has ac- 
companied its mRmbers and officers, and the standing committ«e on 
the insane, in their visitations to institutions, and united with them in 
recommending needed improvements and reforms. He has also at- 
tended all of its meetings throughout tho year, and kept the Board 
fully informed of his doings respecting the insane, and rendered mnch 
valuable information in the prosecution of its work. 

Statisticai. and Financial Tables. 
The statistical and financial returns of the various institutions, ana- 
lyzed and tabulated, ander the direction of tho Assistant Secretary, show 
the appraised value of the property of all kinds held for charitable 
atid correctional purposes in the State, the receipts and expenditures 
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for pablic relief for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1884, the 
number of persons provided for dnring the year, and the number 
nnder cart^ at its close. These tables, hereto appended, are as follows : 
Numbers 1 to 7 relate to the State institutions; numbers 8 to lit, to 
the county poor-houses; numbers 13 to 17, to the city alms-houses ; 
numbers 18 to 31, to orphan asylums and homes for the friendless ; 
numbers Z'Z to Hb, to hospitals; numbers 26 to :^9, to dispensaries; 
and numbers 30 to 35, to Slate paupers. The number of insane in 
the custody of institutions October 1, 1884, is showa in table number 
36, and their distribution by counties in table number 37. The yearly 
average nnmber of paupers in poor-houses and alms-houses, and the 
number of persons temporarily relieved from 1868 to 1884, mctusive, 
appear in table number 38, and the total annual expeuditura fur their 
mamtenance and core, in table number 39. 

The total value of property of all kinds held by the charitable and 
correctional institutions of the State, October 1, 1884, as appraised by 
the various managers, was $46,856,670.06 as against »43,303,4r8.85, 
the valuation October 1, 1883. The receipts of these institutions for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1884, were 811,433,868.19, and 
the expenditures $10,64;^, 763. 86 as against 110,773,363.39 received, aiid 
19,983,037.50 expended during the fiscal year ending September 30, 
1883. 

The total property valuation, and the receipts and expenditures of 
the various classes of charitable and correctional institutions of the 
State, for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1884, appear in the 
following statement : 
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Total 


$16,850,070 W 


«U,433 868 19 


$10,612,763 68 



The number of persons in the care of these classes of institutions, 
October 1, 1884, was 55,954; while the number October 1, 1883, was 
5:i,804. 



id By Google 



State Board of Charities. 

Stated Meetings of the Board. 

The Board, in addition to the meetings of its Executive C 
has held seven stated public meetings during the year, ' 
bers in attendance upon each of which, are here reported i 
ance with the statute. 

At Albany, January 8, 9 and 10, 1884 : Present, Com 
Stewart, Milhan, Carpenter, Van Antwerp, Deverenx, Low* 
Miller, Craig and Letch wgrth, and the State Commissioner i 

At New York, January 17, adjonrned from January : 
Present, Commissioners Stewart, Milhau, Lowell, Oarpente 
Devereux, Craig and Letchworth, and the State Commit 
Lunacy. 

At Albany, April 8 and 9, 1884 : Present, the Lieute 
ernor. Comptroller and Attorney- General, and Commisaionei 
Milhau, Lowell, Carpenter, Miller and Letchworth, and 
Commissioner in Lunacy. 

At Albany, May 39, adjourned from April 9, 1884 : Prea 
missionera Stewart, Milhau, Carpenter, Van Antwerp, Foe 
and Letchworth, and the State Commisdioner in Lunacy. 

At Albany, July 8 and 9, 1884 : Present, the Secretary 
and CommissioDers Carpenter, Stewart, Van Antwerp, Deve 
ler, Craig, and Lptchworth, and the State Commissioner iu 

At Albany, October 7 and 8, 1884 : Present, the Co 
Attorney- General, and Commissioners Stewart, Milhau, E 
penter. Miller, Craig and Letchworth, and the State Commi 
Lunacy. 

At Albany, December 16 and 17, 1884, adjourned from ' 
1884: Present, Commissioners Stewart, Milhau, Lowell, ( 
Van Antwerp, Miller and Letchworth, and the State Commi 
Lunacy, 

It will thus be seen tliat each of these meetings has been 
by a quorum, and that their sessions during the year have 
thirteen days. At each of these meetings, opportunity has I 
to the trustees and officers of tlie various institutions of thf 
present such matters to the Board as they deemed desirable, ; 
of them, in the course of the year, have availed themselves 
opportunities. The plans and estimates for new buildings ai 
alterations and repairs of existing structures have thus been 
at these meetings, and applications for the approval of legis 
propriations considered and passed upon. In order to a 1 
better understanding of the work of the Board during the 
deem it proper here briefly to extract from the minutes o 
ceedings. 
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At the 6r8t Jannary meeting at Albany, the Attorney-General, in 
response to a commanication from the Board, as to whether or not 
the statutory proviaiou of the act o( 1879, oreatiag the Binghamton 
Asylum for the Chronic Insane, requires the submission of plans and 
Bpecificatioiia for the erection of new buildings to the Board for its 
approval, reported at length, concluding aa follows: "It was evi- 
dently the policy of the State, in making provision for the care of the 
chronic insane, to subject the plans upon which the apartments or 
buildings in which such care was to be given to the superior judgment 
of the State Board of Charities," 

The finance committee submitted a statement of the condition of 
. the several appropriations to the Board, which was accepted and 
ordered entered in its minutes; also an estimate of the appropriations 
required for the next fiscal year, for the support and care of State 
paupers, and the removal of lunatic, crippled, blind and otherwise in- 
firm alien paupers, and for office, traveling, and contingent expenses 
of the Board, which was approved, and the committee empowered to 
present the same to the appropriate legislative committees. 

The Secretary presented and read reports regarding the removal of 
State and alien paupers, for the quarter ending December 31, 1883, and 
the several accounts therefor, which, after reference and examination 
by various committees, were ordered certified to the Comptroller for 
payment. 

The Now York commissioners reported that they had presented to 
the board of estimate and apportionment of Xew York-city the mat- 
ter of additional lands for asylum purposes, growing out of the crowded 
condition of its institutions for the insane, as authorized by the Board. 

The special committee appointed under the statute to visit and in- 
spect the Binghamton Asylum for the Chronic Insane, for the purpose 
of securing the removal of quiet and harmless patients to the counties 
whence they came, submitted its report ; and the report of the stand- 
ing committee on deaf and dumb was also presented and read, which 
reports were accepted and ordered transmitted to the Legislatnre, 
with the annual report of the Board. 

The Secretary presented a report of his visitations of county poor- 
houses and asylums during the year, and the removal of disturbed and 
violent insane from these institutions to the Willard and Binghamton 
State Asylums, which was accepted and directed to be transmitted, 
with the annual report of the Board, to the LegiSlatnre. 

The Secretary of the Board was instrncted to continne his visita- 
tions of all county institutions having the care of any insane, as 
often as once every three months, and to advise with the superintend- 
ents and keepers as to the advisability of removing any violent, filthy 
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ordiatarbed patients to the State iDstitutions, and to recommend such 
removals, whenever, in his opinion, the conntj officials cannot give 
proper, comfortable care. 

The application for approyal, by the Board, of the certificate o£ in- 
corporation of the ChildreD's Home Association of Amsterdam, was 
favorabl; reported npon, and the certificate approved. 

The adjonrned Janaary stated meeting in Naw York was devoted 
mainly to the consideration of the annual report, and it was completed 
at this meeting, and ordered transmitted to the Legislature, with the 
reports of the various committees and officers of the Board appended. 

At the April meeting, the officers of the Board for the year were 
elected, and visitors were appointed'in various counties. 

The accounts of the last quarter were examined by the several com- 
mittees and certified to the Comptroller for payment. The condition 
of the legislative appropriations was reported, and full reports in respect 
to the removal of State and alien paupers were made. 

The Secretary reported in writing regarding his visits to county 
poor-houses, and as to the removal therefrom to State asylums of dis- 
turbed and violent insane during the last quarter. 

The President presented for the consideration of the Board the sub- 
ject of Technologic training, with reference to its adaptation to reform 
schools, and with special reference to the desirability of its immediate 
introdnction into the Western House of Refuge, and the officers of 
the Board were authorized to present the matter before the appropri- 
ate legislative committees. 

The Assistant Secretary was instructed to visit, as soon as practica- 
ble, all the orphan asylums and children's homes in the State and re- 
port the result of his visitations to the Board. 

At tbc adjourned May meeting, the standing committees for the 
year were appointed. 

The attention of the Commissioners of Charities and Corrections of 
New York was directed to be called to the increasing cost to the gov- 
ernment by reason of the additions from abroad of insane, demented, 
idiotic and otherwise feeble and infirm persons supported in this State, 
and especially to those supported in Kew York city, and requested to 
communicate to the Board whether the law of Congress for the return 
of these persons was fully executed, and as to wlmt additional laws, if 
any, were needed to protect this State against the unjust and heavy ' 
bardens imposed upon it in the -support and care of these classes. 

The Now York commissioners reported in regard to their visita- 
tions to institutions since the last meeting. 

The standing committee on poor-houses, and on State and alien pau- 
pers, and the secretaries of the Board, were authorized to represent the 
Board at the annual State convention of the superintendents of the poor. 
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At the July stated meeting, the finance cammittee reported aa to 
the last legislative appropriations, and the accounts for the removal of 
State and alien paupers, and miscellaneouB expenses for the last quar* 
ter were examined and ordered certified for payment. 

The Secretary presented and read a report of his visitation of poor* 
houses during the quarter, and as to the removal of violent and tronble- 
some insane from these institutions to the State asylums. 

The standing committee on State and alien paupers reported that 
communication had been had with the department of charities and 
correction 'of New York in regard to the landing of lunatic, imbooile 
and otherwise infirm alien paupers at Castle Qarden, and that the 
Federal law against the landing of such helpless dependents was being 
more thoroughly executed. 

The Board, upon reports and recommendations of its oommitteeB, 
made after due examination, approved the certificate of incorporation 
of the following institutions created for the custody, education and 
care of children, viz. ; The Northern New York Institution for Deaf- 
Mutes at Malone; the St. Coleman's Industrial School and Orphan 
Asylum at West Troy ; the St. John's Orphan Asylum at dreenbush ; 
the St. Mary's Maternity and Children's Home of Brooklyn, and the 
German Evangelical Lutheran Orphan Asylum of Syracuse. 

The members of the standing committee on the insane and Com- 
missioners Miller and Poster were appointed as a special committee to 
visit the Binghamton State Asylum for the Chronic Insane, with the 
view of returning to the custody of the superintendents of the poor, 
any harmless and quiet cases, as required by the statute, and the State 
Commissioner in-Lunacy was invited to accompany the committee. 

At the stated meeting in October, the President and Secretary wer6 
directed officially to call the attention of the Honorable, the Secretary 
of State of jthe United States, to the frequently reported arrivals in 
this country of a class of persons incapacitated in various ways from 
supporting themselves, and who are required to be returned in the 
vessel bringing them from foreign ports, or not allowed to land in ours, 
under the act of Congress, and respectfully to represent to him that, in 
the opinion of this Board, the evil could be much abated, if the De- 
partment of State would cause the existence of the act of Congress 
and its text to be promulgated in all the ports and places in the coun- 
tries of Europe, where our own government has resident consuls or 
commercial agents. 

The standing committee on the insane was appointed to examine and 
report to the Board upon all applications that have been, or may be 
made, by the several Stat« asylums and hospitals for the insane, for 
legislative appropriations other than for their ordinary expenses 
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The Secretary reported as to the remoTal of insane from county poor- 
booses to the State asylume, and also aa to the removal [of State and 
alien paupers daring the last quarter. The several accoants for snoh 
removals and for miscellaneouB expenses were ordered certified for 
payment, after having been examined by committees appointed for the 
purpose. 

The President, Commissioner Stewart and the Secretary were ap- 
pointed to attend the National Conference of Charities and Correction 
at St. Louis, Mo., October 13, 1884. 

At the adjourned stated meeting in December, the certificate of in- 
corporation of the Order of the Holy Cross of New York was approved. 

The State Commissioner in Lunacy addressed the Board in relation 
to the future accommodations needed for the caro of the chronic in- 
sane poor. 

The committee appointed to visit the New York Soldiers and Sail- 
ors' Home submitted its report, which was ordered transmitted to the 
Legislature with the annual report of the Board. 

The report of the standing committee on the blind was presented 
and read and directed to be commanicated, with the annual report of 
the Board, to the Legislature. 

The special committee on the aSairs and management of the ^ew 
York Infftnt Asylum presented its final report, which was accepted 
and adopted. 

A communication of the Secretary of State of the United States 
was presented by the Secretaiy, stating that the Department of State 
had recently issued instructions to the United States consuls and com- 
mercial agents of the various ports of Europe, designed to cause a 
more rigid observance of the act of Congress against the shipment to 
this country of lunatic, imbecile and otherwise infirm and helpless 
persons. 

The test of the annual report of the Board was presented and read, 
and after consideration, it was referred to the next meeting for further 
revision and additions. 

National Conference of Chakities and Gobbgction. 
The Eleventh Kationsl Conference of Charities and Correction held 
its annual session at St, Louis, Mo., commencing October 13, 1884, 
continuing five ia.j9. The conference numbered over 200, in which 
33 States and Territories were represented, viz. : Eight by State Boards 
of Charities, and 15 by delegates appointed and commissioned by Gov- 
ernors. The District of Columbia was represented by the Bureau of 
Charities of Washington, and by delegates from the city government. 
From this State there were 31 delegates from its charitable, reforma- 
3 
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tor; and other inBtitationBi and del^stes representiDg the State Oou- 
Tention of Coanty SuperintendeDtg of the Poor. This Board was rep> 
resented hj its President, vho also presided at the Conference, and b; 
Commissioner Stewart and the Secretary. 

The sessions of the Conference were devoted to reports of tho varions 
standing committees, and to the leailing and considering of papers 
npon charitable, correctional and prison work. The following were 
among the most important of these reports and papers : On the work 
of State Boards of Charities ; on preventive work among children ; 
on charity organization of cities ; od provision for the insane ; on 
ootinty poor-houses, and on the cnstody and care of idiots. The sub- 
ject of tho shipment of lunatic, imbecile and otherwise infirm paupers 
to this country from different oonntnes of Europe was brought to the 
notice of the Conference by the representatives of this Board, and the 
question is likely to become an important one in its future discuBsions. 
These various reports and papers, with full report of the disonssiona 
thereon, are to be published and thns given to the public. 

These conferences are composed of practical mcu and women, many 
of them with ripe experience in the various forms of charitable, cor- 
rectional, reformatory and prison work. The papers and discussions 
are in the direction of preventive measures, rather than in multiplying 
agencies for the congregation of the dependent, delinquent and crimi- 
nal classes. Tho statistical information aud facts brought oat, with 
comparison of the systems and methods in operation in the various 
States, in dealing with these classes, as has already beeo demonstrated, 
results in improved managment, wiser economy in the public expendi- 
tures, and great advantage to the States represented. 

The nest annual conference will beheld at Washington, D. C, at such 
time during this year as may be determined by its executive committee. 

Thb Insane. 

The number of insane in the various classes of institotiona of this 

State, October 1, 1884, as reported by the proper officers, was 12,123, 

as8gainstll,343,0ctoberl, 1883, an increase during the year of 780. Of 

these, 5,439 were males, and 6,694 females, provided for as follows: 
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Tables No. 36 andS?, before referred to, gire the Tariong institntions 
iQ which these iasauewere in custody, and theconnties to which they 
respectiTely belonged. We hare no returuB of the number of insane 
in family care, but from the best information at hand, based upon 
the Federal census of 1880, it is safe to conclude that it la not far from 
3,000. This would give a total of abont 15,000 insane in the State. 

FeDBBAL GElfSITS OF THE InSANB. 

The following table, compiled from the Federal census of 1860, 
1870 and 1880, the latter of which has only recently been published, 
shows the population of the United States at each of these periods; 
the number of insane then, and the number proportional to the 
population : 
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The Federal census of 1880 classiGed the population of the United 
States as follows : Native born, 43,175,840; foreign born, 6,679,943. 
The number of insane of native birth was 65,651, or one to every 662 of 
the native population ; while the number of insane of foreign birth 
was 26,346, or one to every 254 of the foreign population. 

By the Federal census of 1870, the population of this State was 
4,382,759, and the number ofinsane 6,353, or one to every 689 of the 
population. In 1830, according to the Federal census, the popula- 
tion of the State reached 6,082,871, of whom 3,871,492 were native, 
and 1,211,379 foreign born. The whole number of insane in the 
State was 14,111. Of these, 7,790, or one to every 497 of the native 
population, were of native birth, and 6,321, or one to every 192 of the 
foreign population, of foreign birth. 

While it is probable that there may be some increase in the propor- 
tional number of insane in the foreign population, induced by 
climatic changes, and the hardships incident to immigration, the 
great disparity in this respect, as compared with the number of insane 
in the native population, cannot be wholly satisfactorily accounted for 
from these causes. Hence, we are forced to the conclusion that this 
country, and especially this State, is being constantly burdened with 
the insane of different Snropeao countries, or with persons from those 
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oonQtries eo enfeebled, by priTation, tbroagh aaccesBire geaentiong as 
to become insaoe under slight exciting canees, deported from their 
homes by cities and to^viiB, by relatives and friends, and by various emi- 
gratioa aid associations. We have frequently called attentioa to these 
facts, coming under observation in the visitation of our poor-houses, 
hospitals, asylums and other charitable institutions, and ve believe 
the matter demands positive and immediate corrective action. If this 
evil continues unchecked, our insane asylums, retreats, and other 
institnlioQS of charity, already overflowing with the eSete populations 
of Europe, ere the close of this decade, will need to be greatly enlarged 
;to meet the pressing demands of this class, which is in nowise a legiti- 
mate charge upon the State, the public burdens of which are, in con- 
sequence greatly increased. 

State Hospitals for the Acute Insane. 

The following table shows the capacity of the several State hospitals 

for the insane, the average number of patients in their care dunng the 

year, the number in them October 1, 1884, with the weekly average 

cost of support, as furnished by the respective superintendents: 





■1 

t 
6 


h 
5 ° 






State Lunatic Asylmn, Utiea 

Hudson lUver State Hospital 

State Hointeopatliio Asylum 


600 

350 
400 
850 


613 
842 
289 
340 


607 
361 

847 


$4 62 
5 05 

4 93 








1,700 


1,584 


1,597 









It will be observed from this table that these State hospitals have, 
in all; accommodations for 1,700 patients. The average number in 
them during the year was 1,584, as against 1,434 the preceding year. 
The number under care October 1, 1884, was 1,597, an increase of 
ninety-six as compared with the nnmber October 1, 1883. The State 
Hom<Bopathic Asylum reported unoccupied room for 118 patients; 
the other institutions had little or no spare accommodations. The 
movements of the population of these, insane hospitals for the year 
ending September 30, 1884, are shown in the following table : 
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By thia table it appears that the whole number of patients admitted 
dnring the year was 1,10D, &s agaiuat 1,116 laat year. The total 
number under treatment in the course of the year waa 3,610 ; the num- 
ber the preceding year was 2,427. The discharges during the year were 
aa follows': Recovered, 310 ; improved, 136; unimproved, d'7G ; not in- 
sane, 22 ; died, 1C9. Of those nnder eare October 1, 1884, there were, 
men, 813 ; women, 7-4. 

HECEiPTa AND Expenditures of the State Hospitals for the 
AccTE Insane. 
The receipts of the State hospitals for the acute insane for the year 
ending September 30, 1&84, were as follows : "From the State, t56,- 
473.64; from cities, counties and towns, $255,932.07; from the pay of 
private patients, $140,508.49; from all other sources, $74,033.48; 
, total, $320,936.68, as against $537,804.82, the receipts for the year end- 
ing September 30, 1383. The disbursements during the year were 
$469,181.62, as against $163,460.15, expended the preceding yfear, 
classified 83 follows : For buildings and improvements, and extraordi- 
nary repairs, $35,296.82 ; for ordinary repairs, $16,146.47 ; for salaries 
of officers, ^9,963.34 ; for wages and labor, 1114,062.38 ; for provisions 
aud supplies, $148,296.53 ; for clothing, $14,790.03 ; for fuel and lights, 
$41,356.87; for medicines aud medical supplies, $8,169.63; for all 
other purposes, $51,099,65. The assets reported October 1, 1884, were* 
§115,983.17, as against $108,933.20, October 1, 1883; and their in- 
debtedness, against $11,359.73 last year, amounted to $6,503.11. A 
more extended cl^sification of the receipts and expenditures of these 
institutions appears in the tables, to which reference has already been 
made. 

State Lunatic Asylum, TJtica. 
The Managers of the State Lunatic Asylum in compliance with sec- 
tion 7 of chapter 951 of the Laws of 1867, have presented to this 
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Board for its approval, plans, specifications and estimatea for tlie ereo- 
tioQ,- alteration and repairs of buildings as foltowB : For the erection 
of a hospital baildiug for sick men, 132,755.68; for the oonstrnctioa 
of a BuitaBle hall for amusement of patients, 19,991.50 ; for relayfng 
the second floor in the centre bnilding, (2,104.10; total, $34,851.28. 
The standing committee on the insane has carefnlly exainined into 
the needs of the institution in these respects, and made full report to 
the Board npon the subject. We believe these additions and repairs 
necessary to the veil being of the insane, and recommend on appro- 
priation by the Legislature for the parpose, upon the condition that 
the addition and repairs be made within the estimates, and in acoord- 
ance with the plans and specifications submitted. For full particulars 
88 to the additions and improvements, and the plans and specifications 
with the estimates thereon, we invite attention to the report of the 
standing committee on the insane, hereto appended. 

Hddson Eiveh Statb Hospital, Pouqheeepsie. 
The Managers of the Hudson Biver Btate Hospital, in compliance 
with the statute, have applied to the Board for its approval for a legis- 
lative appropriation, for additional boiler capacity; for inside and oot-' 
side painting of the buildings; for extension of the sewer and water 
pipes ; for erection of an ice-house ; for plumbing, and for additional 
furniture for the wards. The cost of these improvements, repairs, etc., 
is estimated by the managers at #18,600. The needs of the institu- 
tion in these respects, have been cai'efully and fully examined and in- 
quired into by the standing committee on the insane, and reported upon 
to the Board. We regard them as necessary for the purposes of the 
institution, and recommend an appropriation therefor, conditioned 
that they be effected within the estimates submitted. The details in 
relation to them, with estimates of thoir respective cost, will be found 
in the report of the standing committee on insane, to which we invite 
attention. 

State Hoskeopathio Asylum foe the Insane, at Middletown". 
The superintendent of this asylum represented to the standing com- 
mittee on the insane, in a visit to the institution, that certain addi- 
tions, improvements, etc., were needed for its purposes, and that a 
diagram and estimates of the cost of carrying out the same would be 
prepared and submitted. No such diagram or estimates have been 
furnished the Board or the committee, and they could not, there- 
fore, intelligently pass upon them. The superintendent outlined 
the general nature of these additions, improvements, etc., with verbal 
statements as to their probable cost, which are given in the report of 
the committee, hereto appended, to which we beg to refer. 
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BVTBALO StaTB ABTLDU FOR THE IVSAfTE. 
Id a visit to this aajlam, b; the standing committee on the insane, 
certain needs of the institntion were pointed oat b; the snperintend- 
ent, which were noted, and appear in its report, hereto annexed. 

State Abtluhs fob the Chronic Insane. 
The onmber of insane in the Willard and Bingham ton State Asylnma 
October 1, 1883, was 3,183, and the admissions from that time to 
September 30, 1884, were 479, thas makipg a total of 2,662 provided 
for by these institutiona daring the year. Of these, 260 were discharged 
by death or otherwise, leaving 2,402 nnder care at the close of the 
year, 1,131 of whom were men and 1,371 women. The movements of 
the insane popnlation of these asylnms daring the year are shown in 
the following table : 
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■Dlach&rfKdand died. 
The admissions to these asylums, it will be noticed, were increased 
112 during the year, and ihe number of insiine in their care October 
1, 1884, was 219 in excess of that of October 1, 1883. The daily 
average in the Willard Asylum was 1,790 ; in the Bingham_ton Asylum, 
502. Neither of these institutions has any spare room, and some of 
their wards are greatly crowded. 

Receipts and Expenditubes for .the State Asylums for the 
OHRONrc Insane. 
The receipts of these asylums the past year were $446,534.44, as 
agMUBt $400,610.14 for the year ending September 30, 1883, as fol- 
lows : From the State, $61,367.50 ; from counties, cities and towns, 
*341,927.42 ; from all other sources, *43,a39.53. Their expenditures 
daring the year were 4417,335.96, as against $362,137.60 last year, 
viz. : For salaries, wages ami labor, $121,064.47 ; for provisions and 
supplies, $134,137.59 ; for fuel and lights, $32,091.13; for clothing, 
$24,275.42 ; for furniture, beds and bedding, $28,329.16 ; for medi- 
cines and medical supplies, $2,950.99 ; for buildings, improvements 
and extraordinary repairs, $29,995.11 ; for ordinary repairs, $17,969,90 ; 
for all other purposes, $36,423.19. The charge to the counties for 
s reduced October 1, 1884, from $2.65 to $2,55 per week. 
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Chbonic Ihsane in Counties ezeuft from the Willaed 
AarLUM Act. 
The number of counties exempted by the Board from the Willard 
Asylum Act, under chapter 713 of the LawB of 1871, ifl fifteen. A liat 
of these couutiee, with the number of insane in the care of each, 
October 1, 1884, appears in the following table : 

number of Insane October 1, 1884. 



COUNTIES, 


MalM. 


Pamales. 


Total. 


Broome 


34 
21 
44 

13 
34 

1G3 
8 
88 
41 
83 
16 
55 
17 
37 

. 8 


85 
29 

48 
38 ■ 
- 84 
146 

35 

ise 

78 
38 
26 
66 
23 
33 
13 












Cbenaogo 


40 






























Suffolk 




Wayne 














mo 


780 . 









From this table, it will be seen that these counties had the care of 

1,370 insane, October 1, 1884, as against 1,316, October 1, 1883, being 
an increase of fifty-four patients. Of these, 590 were men and 780 
women. There have been no additions to the buildings for the insane 
in these counties during the year, and they contain little or no spare 
room, and some of them arc crowded. The supervisors of Oneida 
county, at their last annual session, appropriated 118,000, to remodel 
and enlarge its building for insane men, after the plan of the building 
for women, which, when completed, will increase its accommodations 
for about 100 additional patients. The plans and specifications are 
being perfected, and the work, it is said, will be entered upon early in 
the coming spring. 

During the past year, the Secretary, under the direction of the Board, 
has repeatedly visited and examined the insane in these counties, and 
recommended the removal, by the superintendents, of such violent, 
distnrbed and filthy cases as could not properly be provided for by 
them, to the Willard and Binghamton State Asylams. His recom- 
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mendatioQS, in thta respect, hare been promptly acted upon and earned 
out, but the number of removals have not been as large aa.they vonld 
otherwise have been, owing to the lack of State accommodations for 
this class. In a number of counties, additional attendants have been 
employed, and the condition of the insane of these counties upon the 
whole IS, at present, satisfactory. We do not regard it desirable, how- 
ever, to retain filthy, violent and disturbed insane in the county 
institutions, and shall, thei-efore, continue to secure the removal of 
such insane to the State asylums, as their accommodations, from time 
to time, shall permit. 

Chronic Insane in CotfNiiEs not exbmpt feom the Willaed 

Asylum Act. 

The returns of the superintendents of the poor show, that there were 

' 552 insane in the variouscountiesnot exempted by the Board from the 

WiUard Asylum Act, October 1, 1884. Of these, thirty-four were in 

the Clinton county poor-house, the authorities of which are authorized 

to provide for tlieir chronic insane under speciallegislative enactment. 

The following la a list of these counties of the State having ten or 

more insane in their puor-houaes, October 1, J884, with the number 

respectively in each, viz.: Albany, 39 ; Cayuga, 17 ; Columbia, S8 ; 

Fulton, 14 ; Geuosee, 16 ; Greene, 12 ; Herkimer, 39 ; Lewis, 15 ; 

Livingston, -^9; Madison, 20; Montgomery, 16; Otsego, 19; Bensse- 

laer, 19; Richmond, 13; St. Lawrence, 14; Saratoga, 19; Sullivau, 

42 ; and Washington, S3.. 

A few of these counties have separate buildings for their insane, and 
employ attendants to look after them, but in most of them, they 
occupy rooms set apart for their use in the poor-house, or apartments 
in common with the puiipors. The only additional accommodations 
made for the insane in any of these counties during the year, have 
been in Greene and Lewis. In Greene county, an old wood structure 
has been fitted up at the rear of the poor-house, for filthy and de- 
mented cases ; and in Lewis, a two-story brick building for mild and 
harmless insane has been erected, and the building heretofore devoted 
to this class has been converted into a hospital. The application of 
Livingston county for exemption from the Willard Asylum Act has 
not as yet been granted. The buildings are satisfactory to the Board, 
but the exemption is withheld .because of the lack of a sufficient water 
supply, and the highly defective sewerage. 

In addition to his visits to the exempted counties before referred to, 
the Secretary of the Board, during the year, has also, once or more, 
visited all the poor-houses of the other counties, and inquired and 
examined into the condition of the insane in their care. The atten- 
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tioa of the Saperintendents has been called to any filthy, disturbed 
and violent ineane foQnd m theae institntionB, and their removal to 
the Willard and Binghamton State asylums has been secured. The 
work in this direction has been somewhat reatncted, owing to the 
lack of room m these asylums, and there are still some insane m the 
poor-honses without adequate provision for then- oversight and care. 

ThI ItTUNB IN THE ClTT AlUS-HoUSES OP ^SlNGSTOK, NEWBUROfl, 

Oswego and Pocohkebpsib. 
The number of insane in these city alms-honses October 1, 1881, is 
shown by the following table: 

Number of Intane October 1, 1884. 
INSTITUTIONS. Males. Femalra. Tot»l. 

Kingston city alms-honae 

Newburgh city alms-bouse 3 3 6 

Oswego city alms-house ' 

Ponghkeepsie city alms-house 3 3 5 

Total 



The authorities of these cities send their insane, both acute and 
chronic, mainly to the State institutions, and in the visits to these 
alms-houses, during the year, it has not been found necessary to re< 
commend any removals, the cases under care being only of the mild 
and harmless class. 

The Insane of New Tore, Kings and Monroe Counties, 
The number of insane in the county asylums of these counties on 
October 1, 1884, was as follows: 

Male. Female. Total. 

NewTorkcity 1,625 3,181 3,806 

Kingscouuty 529 794 1,323 

Monroe county- 103 141 243 

2,356 3,116 5,372 



An increase of 356 over the census of these institutions last year. 

In the last annual report of the Board, attention was called to the 
overcrowding of the insane in theao asyluma, and although no further 
accommodation has been so far provided, yet the authorities of New 
York city and Kings county have taken very important steps, which 
will eventually lead, it is to be hoped, to an entire change in the man- 
ner of caring for the insane of these counties. 
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The New York city aothorities, early in the year, entered into ne- 
godations, for the purchase of 1,000 acres of uuckared land oa liOng 
Island, with the intention of making a settlement for the chronic in- 
sane, bnt unhappily it was found that do title to the land could be 
obtained. 

Tbe Kings county authorities, under chapter 230, Laws of 1884^ 
have bought 1,000 acres of land on Long Island, and intend to pro- 
ceed with the erection of buildings as soon as possible. 

In Monroe county no new buildings have been erected, and there is 
an increase of five patients since last year. 

FtTBTHER State Provision fob the Insake. 

The returns, as has been seen, show that the State institutions for 
the insane, both acute and chronic, have little or no spare room, and 
that there is an immediate pressing demand for additional accommo- 
dations for this class. The county institutions, having the custody of 
tbe chronic insane onl^, are nearly all full, and there are also consid- 
erable numbers of insane in the county poor-houses for whose over- 
sight and care no proper facilities exist. Tho question, therefore, 
presses itself, what further provision shall be made by tbe State for its 
insane, and how can this be best and most readily accomplished? In 
view of the extended requirements of this claea, we believe that any 
expenditures for this purpose should be bo adjusted as to secure 
shelter for the greatest numbers practicable, consistent with their 
proper care, and with due regard to economy. 

The State hospitals for the acute insane, it appears, have accommo- 
dations for about 1,700 patients. The present general crowded 
condition of these institutions, as has been shown, is due largely to 
the accumulation in them of chronic insane, owing to the lack of 
accommodations in the State asylums for this class, rather than to any 
actual increase in the number of admissions of recent or acute cases. 
These hospitals possess tho requisite appliances for the care and 
successful treatment of the acute insane, and, if relieved of the 
custody of the chronic cases now burdening their wards, their accom- 
modations would doubtless be adequate to the requirements of the 
acute insane for some time to come. The.plaus of these hospitals 
were projected upon an extended scale, and any attempt to enlarge 
them to meet the present urgent needs of the insane, would necessarily 
be of slow process, and attended with large expenditures. In this 
view, it would seem to be wise public policy to relieve the existing 
pressing needs for this class in other and less expensive directions, 
leaving the extension of these hospitals nntil the requirements of the 
State for its acnte insane shall warrant their enlargement or comple- 
tion, and then, if practicable, upon modified and more economical plans. 
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We believe, therefore, that the present urgent dernanda of the State 
tor its insaae, caa be best aud most promptly and economical!; met, 
by the extension of the Binghamton State Asylum in the erection oF 
plain, inexpensive, detached buildings, aud the transfer to them of the 
chronic insane now in the State hospitals, that are not likely to be bene- 
fitted by further treatment in these institutionB. This would wholly 
relieve these liospitals and give adequate room for the present, at least, 
for all of the acute insane of the State seeking admission in accord- 
ance with their original purposes and designs. It would also enable 
the trar^er, to the State, of the chronic insane of such county poor- 
houses as are 'without proper conveniences for their care, and the 
removal, from time to time, of the filthy, violent and troublesome 
cases from the counties providing for their chronic insane under the 
exemption of this Board. 

The class of buildings here referred to have long been in use at the 
Willard Asylum, and found well adapted to the custody and care of 
the chronic insane. The trustees of the Binghamton Asylum for the 
Chronic Insane, have prepared and submitted to this Board plans for 
such detached bnildings, more simple even in their design than those 
at the Willard Asylum, with specifications and estimates for their erec- 
tion, at an expenditure of not more than $'iiO, for each patient to be 
accommodated. The institution has its central and administrative 
accommodations for a much larger number of patients than is now 
provided, for, and no outlay in this respect would, therefore, be neces- 
sary. We have carefully examined these plans, and recommend the 
erection of such detached buildings in connection with that asylum, 
for 300 additional patients, upon the express condition, however, that 
the cost of their construction and entire completion, according to the 
plana and specifications, shall not exceed these estimates, including 
interior pipes, fixtures, etc., for heat, light and water. 

Willard Asylum foe the Insane, 
The trustees of the Willard Asylum have submitted lo the Board, 
for its approval, plans and speciScations for a single story detached 
building for filthy patients, of which there, arc large numbers in the 
institution. These are distributed through its various wards, and 
many of them are feeble, infirm and bed-ridden. They require con- 
stant oversight and care, and are, moreover, a source of great annoy- 
ance aud discomfort to the other patients. The plans of the proposed 
building embrace every needed convenience, id respect to bathing and 
the means for cleanliness, to meet the conditions of this class, and it is 
designed for two hundred patients, including an equal number of 
each sex. Its estimated cost is placed at $50,000, or (350 for each 
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patient to be accommodated. We have carefnlly and fully examined 
these plans, and while we do not consider it desirable to enlarge this 
asylum further, we regard the proposed building necessary for the 
purpose designed, and recommend its erection upon condition that it 
he completed in accordance with the plans and specifications sub- 
mitted, at a GOBt per capita not to exceed t240, including pipes, fix- 
tures, for heat, light and water. 

The trustees of the Willard Asylum have also submitted to the 
Board, for its approval, plans and estimates for lumber-sheds and 
storage-house; for changing the present bakery, and increasing the 
kitchen and dinmg-room accommodations, and for a new bakery and 
OTensj etc., amounting m all to 16,590. The needs of the iostitutioii 
in these respects have been fully and carefully inquired into by the 
standing committee on the insane, and reported upon to the Board. 
"We believe these improvements, etc., necessary for the purposes of the 
institution, and recommend an appropriation for carrying out the 
same, conditioned that they be completed within the estimates sub- 
mitted. 

BiNGHAMTON ASTLUM FOE THE CHRONIC INSANE. 
In addition to the application for detached buildings, before referred ■ 
to, the trustees of this asylum have applied to the Board for its appro- 
val of legislative appropriations for various improvements ; laundry 
appliances, furnishing, farm implements, etc.; amounting in all to 
ljkP;230. The standing committee on the insane has visited the insti- 
tution, tind carefully examined and inquired into the matter, and re- 
ported to the Board its great needs in these respects. It has no in- 
come except from counties for patients, which, under the statute, is 
fixed at the actual cost of their maintenance, thus leaving it without 
funds to supply these needs. The Board, therefore, recommend an 
appropriation^ f the sum named for the several objects enumerated, 
upon the condition that they be earned ont within the amount speci- 
fied, and in the manner set forth m the application, the details of 
which appear in the appended report of the committee, to which we 
invite attention. 

The Blind, 
The average number of blind pupils id the State institutions for 
this class, with the avenge weekly expenditure for their education, 
maintenance and care, is shown in the following table : . 
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Average So. 


At. ireektr 








Bopport. 


QStitution for the Blind, N. Y. city. . . 223 


M 54 


tate Inatitution for the Blind, Batavia. 130 


6 20 


353 





seen by this table that the arerage atteudance of papils in 
tions during the year was 353; the average last year was 
Tew York institution increased its average by seven pupils 
ear, as compared with last year, while the average of the 
t Batavia fell oS 54. This reduction was due to the epi- 
iling in the institution early in the year, in consequence 
s schools were temporarily closed, and the pupils sent to 
some of whom did not return. It has now its fall com- 

lUplIs. 

receipts of these institations for the year closing Septem- 
, were tlS5,136.03, as against $164,972.16, the preceding 
OWB' From the State, $91,419.95; from counties, cities 
m,489.91; from all other sources, $88,236.17. The ex- 
were: For buildings, improvements and extraordinary 
85.20 ; for salaries, wages and labor, 140,678.02; for pro- 

sapplies, $27,019.51; for ordinary repairs, $9,053.76; for 
irpoaes, »79,061.55; total, $165,698.04, as against $134,- 
nded during the year ending September 30, 1883. 

attention to the appended report of the standing com- 
le blind, for further information as to the condition of 
itiona, and their work during the year. 

The Deaf and Duub. 
>er of pupils in the varions institutions of the State for the 
mb, October 1, 1884, was 1,261, as against 1,199, October 
f these, 700 were males, and 551 females, in institutions 

Numler of Pupils October 1, 1884. 

INSTIT0TI0N3. Moles. Females. Total. 

Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, 

k 247 143 390 

for the Improved Instruction of the 

Dumb.NewYork ■. 92 71 163 

w York Institution for Deaf-Mntea, 



St. Mary's Deaf and Dumb Asylui 



58 148 
65 139 
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IMSTITOTIONS. Ustes. FemaleB. Total. 

St. Joseph's Iiiatitution for the Improved loatrac- 

tion of Deaf-Mates, Fordham 110 140 250 

■Western New York Institution for Deaf-Mutee, 

Rochester 87 74 161 

Northern New York Institution for Deaf-Mutea, 

Ualone 

Total 700 551 1,251 

The groes receipts of theae institutions for the year ending Sep- 
" tember 30, 1884, were $383,187.13 ; the previous year they were t399,- 
340.42. The expenditures during the year footed up »363,699.48 as 
against $391,138.88, for the year ending September 30, 1883. 

The Northern New York Institution for Deaf-Mutea at Malone, in- 
corporated in 1884, opened on the 10th of September laat, with 
about twenty pupils. It occupies a rented building, and its aocommoda- 
tioDS for the time being are quite limited. Its legislative pro rata 
appropriation for pupils, the same as to the other inatitutiona, will 
probably \x adequate to its requirements for the year. 

Idiots. 
The State institutions for this class are, the New York Asylum for 
Idiots, at Syracuse, and the Cliatodial Branch at Newark. The first 
is for the education and care of idiotic and feeble-minded children 
only, and gives them, generally, the henefita of aeven years' instruction. 
It has a farm department for idiotic and feeble-minded adult males, 
situated near Syracuse, in which it maintains an average of about 
thirty of thia class. The Newark Custodial Branch Asylum ia devoted 
entirely to the oversight and care of adult female idiots and feeble- 
minded young women, and is under the control and management of 
the truateea of the asylum at Syracuae. 

New Yoek Asylum foe Idiots. 
This institution had 330 inmates October 1, 1884, including' those 
in the branch for adult males, the average during the year being 326. 
Ita receipts for the year ending September 30, 1884, were 175,891.35, 
of which $63,600 was from the State, and $12,391.35 from various 
other sources. Its diaburaements were, for current expenses, $61,- 
564.48; for extraordinary expenses, $10,000; total, $71,564.48. The 
average vfeekly cost for education, inaintenance and care was $3.33 
per pupil. 
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0D6T0DIAL Branch Asylum for Adult Idiotic and Feeble- 
minded Females, at Nbwaek. 

This aaylnm had an average of 140 inmatea daring the year, and 
there were 136 ander ita care October 1, 1884. Its receipts for the 
year ending September 30, 1884, including balance from the preceding 
year, were tl7,694.57, of which $15,000 was from the State. Ita ex- 
penditures were $14,493.58, the average weekly cost of support being 
$1.99. , 

The necessity and importance of this institution has been repeatedly 
referred to in the annual reports of the Board. The great urgency 
for further accommodationB for this class is emphasized in the report 
of the standing committee on poor-houses, hereto appended. We 
quote from this report the following, as fully expressing the views and 
opinions of the Board upon the snbject : 

" These unfortncate persons, by reason of their mental weakness, 
must always need protection and support somewhere. In the State 
Custodial Institution, they find safe protection and kind care. In the 
counties, they have the poor-houses as a home and refuge, with tem- 
porary employment in hop-fields, or intermittent service in families 
where poor help is in demand. The difference in cost to the public 
between the two systems of support ia immense. The Sbate system 
gnpporta a certain definite number of these persons respectably and 
safely, turning their labor to as much account aa possible within the 
institution. The county system supports the same persons and an in- 
definite unnumbered progeny, as wealt-minded, defenseless and de- 
pendent as themselves. This ia hereditary pauperism of the worst 
type, as it rests on the fact of mental weakness, that leaves no hope of 
breaking the succession. 

" The State Board of Charities memorialized the last Legislature 
upon this subject, enforcing its recommeudatious by illustrative cases 
that proved that the extent of the danger was not overrated. Your 
committee are of the opinion that the Board should present the sub- 
ject to the atbention of the present Legislature, and keep the situation 
and needs of this clasa of dependents before onr law-makers and the ■ 
public. 

"The institution at Newark is known as the Custodial Branch of 
the New York State Idiot Asylum at Syracuse,and is under the control 
of the same board of managers. It is now substantially full, having 
had an average of 140 inmates, mostly between the ages of island 40. 
Bnt there are probably 150 of the same class in the several poor-housea 
or vibrating between the poor-house and temporary service, that need 
the slielter of a custodial institntion. 
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"The bnilding occupied by the Custodial Branch is rented by the 
State at a coat of $1,000 per annnm, with the privilege of purchasing, 
if desired. It is a large bnck structure, built originally for an academy, 
at a cost, we should think, of not leas than 140,000. It is reasonably well 
adapted to its present use, and we learned from the superintendent that 
the building, with four acres of land, could be bought for $13,000. " Your 
ooramittee thinks the State shoiild purchase the property, thus giving 
permanent location to the cheapest of all our State charitable institn- 
tiona, and to one of the most important; The State owning the prop- 
erty additional accommodations could be furnished by throwing out 
wings and additions to the main bnilding, ao as to place all of this 
. class of dependents under one management. But whatever plan is 
adopted, nothing should long delay the fumishlbg of a safe custodial 
home for all these weak-minded, irresponsible dependents, whose pro- 
tection is demanded by the strongest considerations of economy as 
well as of humanity." 

Reforuatobies. 

The returns show that there were 4,364 juvenile delinquents in the 
various reformatories of the State October 1, 1884, as against 4,390, 
October 1, 1883, of whom 3,282 were boys, and 1,082 girls. A list of 
these institutions and the number of inmates of each are given in the 
following table : 

Number of inmates October 1, 1884 . 

REFOnUATORIES. Unlet. Females. Total. 

Wew York House of Refuge.. ... 644 114 758 

Western House of Refuge 424 89 513 

New York Juvenile Asylum , 766 175 941 

New York Catholic Protectory 1,347 704 2,051 

Buffalo Catholic Protectory 101 101 

Total 3,288 1,083 4,364 

The receipts and expenditures of the New York Juvenile Asylum, 
the New York Catholic Protectory, and the Buffalo Catholic Protec- 
toi7 appear in the tables relating to orphan asylums and homes for the 
friendless, and those of the New York House of Refuge, and the West- 
ern House of Refuge, maintained by legislative appropnations, in the 
tables relating to the State institutions. The total receipts of these 
two houses of refuge for the year ending September 30, 1884, were 
$240,796.52, as against $261,426.03 for the year ending September 30, 
1883. Of this sum, $151,856.53 was received from the Stato, and $43,- 
684.44 from the labor of inmates. The disbursements during the year 
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were »347,058.19 as againat $263,277.74 expended last year, aa followsf ] 
For bnildinga, improTementa and extraordinary repairs, $34,823.24 ; 
for current expenses, $312,234.95. 

The State Refoshatort at Elhiba. 

The State Beformatory at Elmira receives adult male pnaoners for I 
a first offeuse, and should be classed by itself. 

The number of inmates October 1, 1884, was, 580. The receipts of 
the institution from all sources for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 1884, were $135,947.78; and the expenditures $118,639.11. 

The Rerormatory continues under the same enlightened manage- 
ment, and is a credit to the State. During the year past its capacity 
has been severely atramed, and it is now overcrowded. 

The work-shops of the Reformatory were destroyed by fire on Decern- 
her 4, 1884, and for the employment of the prisoners and the good of 
the State, an immediate appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture to build new shops. TheoCBcers of the institution apply for ap- 
propriations for the purpose as follows: 

{"or building work-shop No. 1, two stones, 350x50 feet.. $13,141 30 
For building work-shop No, 3, one story (irregular) 8 , 762 94 



$31,904 34 



Plans and specifications for these shops accompany the application, 
with detailed estimates as to their cost. Considering the imperative 
need above mentioned, the Board recommend that an appropriation be 
granted for the amount named. 

The institutiou further applies for the sum of $975 for repairs and 
alterations in the south pavilion, which it is desired to use for hospital 
purposes. Thei-e Is pressing need of additional accommodations for the 
sick. The sum asked is reasonable, and the location chosen for the 
proposed hospital has the approval of the committee on reformatories. 
For these reasons the Board recommends that an appropriation be 
granted for the amount named. 

These recommendations are based upon the express condition that 
the buildings and improvements be completed within the estimates 
submitted, and that the work be undertaken upon competitive bids, so 
as to secure the greatest reduction possible from the figures given; 
and further, that the several sums named shall not be exceeded, for 
the entire completion of the buildings and improvements, inclnding 
heating, lighting, sewerage, etc. 
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The House of Refdoe, Randall's Island. 

Beferring to the report of this Board to the Legislature of 1884, 
this Board again, and with increased emphasis, urges the neceBsity of 
the adoption of the recommendations then made, viz.: 

" 1. That the dormitory system be changed so as to do away with 
the stone cells with iron doors, and that a more open system on the 
family plan be substitntod. 

" 2. That two suitable play-rooms be provided fo;* the inmates, one 
for each sex, and that they be entirely separated from the bath-rooms. 

"3. That the yard-closets be renovated with regard to proper sanita- 
tion, and so heatod and connected by covered passages with the build* 
ings, as to be safe ta cold and rainy weather." 

"4. Thattheadministi-ationof corporal punishment should be only 
by the Buperintendent or by the matron, or in their presence and 
under their direction, and that the number of such punishments can, 
and should be, greatly reduced." 

" 5. That a system of rewards be inaugurated, calculated to stimu- 
late the ambition of the children. 

" 6. That the contract system for the boys be abolished, and a com- 
prehensive system of trades be substituted therefor." 

The Board is glad to know by the report of its compiittee, that the 
superintendent of the institution, in his report for 1884, has called 
the attention of the board of managers to the necessity of recommenda- 
tions 3 and 3. 

An examination of the records by a committee of this Board shows 
that there has been a reduction in the number of corporal punishments 
inflicted, and it is earnestly hoped that a reduction of the number of 
oflScers charged with the lesponsibility may follow. 

The New Yobk Juvenile Asylum:. 

Eeferring to the report of its committee, the Board learns with 

pleasure that' some improvements have been mode during the year in 

the condition of the grounds and buildings, and that some necessary 

conveniences were furnished the inmates. 

The report of the committee states that the institution is over- 
crowded, and that the admmlstratioa of corporal punishment is not 
surrounded with sufficient checks. The Board invites attention to 
_ this report, and believes its recommendations should be carried out. 

Tee New Yoek Catholic Pbotectobt. 
The Board note with pleasure that all of its recommendations made 
a year ago for the male department have received the attention of the 
officers of the Protectory, and were ean-ied out by them. 
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The House op Eefdqe for Women. 
The law providing for the eatabliahment of » house of refage for 
Tomen was passed May 2, 1881, and a board of managers appointed 
within a few days thereafter. Unfortunately, up to the present time, 
no action has been taken by this Board, beyond the purchase of a eite 
at Hudson, and the adoption of plans. The appropriation made in 
the original law lapsed in Uay, 188B, and nntil the end of the session 
of 1884 it was impossible to secure the passage of a bill making a 
re-appropriation. This having been accomplished, it waa hoped that 
the work on the building would have been at once begun, but so far 
this expectation has not been fulfilled. 

Orphan Asyldms and Homes for the Friendless. 

The institutions of this class in the State number 192. The prop- 
erty held by them October 1^ 1884, waa appraised by the respective 
managers at $18,986,343.41, as against $17,666,44d.dG, the appraised 
value October 1, 1883. Their receipts for the year ending September 
30, 1?84, were *5,538, 582.67, and their expenditures 15,114,887.66. 
For the year ending September 30, 1883, their receipts footed up 
$5,353,927.46, and their expenditures il4,868,843.30. . The whole 
number of inmates during the year was 42,773 as against 43,643 last 
year. The number in their care October 1, 1S84, was 26,877 as 
against 26,338, October 1, 1883, as follows : Adult men, 962 ; adult 
women, 4,179; boys, 11,641; girls, 10,095. We invite attention to 
the appended tables, before referred to, for a classification of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of these institutions, and the changes occur- 
ring in them during the year. 

Hospitals. 

The number of hospitals in the State is 57. The property of 
these institutions increased from 19,979,91:1.05, as appraised by the 
managers October 1, 1883, to $10,406,533.53, the appraisal October 1, 
1884. The total receipts during the year ending September 30, 1834, 
were $2,005,204.43, and their expenditures $1,789,183.95, as against 
$1,747,849.06 received, and $1,593,873.91 expended the preceding 
year. The number of patients under treatment October 1, 1884, was 
3,133 as against 3,009 October 1, 1883. Of these, 1,660 were males, 
and 1,473 females. The appended tables referred to, classify the re- 
ceipts and expenditures for the year ending September 30, 1884, and 
exhibit the changes occurring in them during the year, and the results 
of treatment. 

Dispensaries. 

These institutions, confined almost entirely to large cities, number 
41, The property held for their purposes -October 1, 1884, was 
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valued by their managers at $545,771.27, as againBt $539,491.58, aa 
valued October 1, 1883. Their entire reeeipta during the year ending 
September 30, 1884, were reported to have been $144,411.96, and their 
expenditures $119,436.60. For the year ending September 30, 1883, 
their receipts summed up $150,322.25, and their expenditures $135,- 
842.21. A list of these institutions, the number of beneficiary patients 
treated by them during the year, with their claasified receipts and ei- 
peaditares for the year, appear in the tables before cited. 

County Poor-Housbb. 
There have been no new poor-houses erected in tho State during the 
year. The buildings are generally in good condition, with but few 
exceptions, notably those of Schoharie and Ulster counties. A careful 
scrutiny, in most cases, is exercised in the admissions to these institu- 
tions, rejecting the able-bodied and vagrant, and restricting their 
accommodations almost wholly, to the aged, infirm and helpless classes. 
The law excluding children from poor-houses is generally executed 
so far as it relates to the healthy and intelligent of this class, but there ' 
are still considerable numbers of idiotic, epileptic and otherwise infirm 
children in these institutions, in violation of the statute. The insane 
requiring asylum care, in the counties making no separate provision 
for them, have generally been promptly transferred to the State. 
The farms connected with the poor-houses have been largely produc- 
tive during the year, and these institutions, are usually well supplied 
with farm and garden products for winter use. We invite attention 
to the annexed report of the standing committee on poor-houses, for 
additional information regarding these institutions, and for titnely 
recommendations for their further improvement. 

Pauper EEruRNa, 

According to the reports of the various oiBcers, the whole number 
of in-door paupers provided for in the State during the year ending 
November 1, 1884, was 69,058, as against 65,983 the preceding year, 
as follows: In county poor-houses, 18,183; in city alms-houses, 50,8T5. 

The number upder care at the close of the year was 18,270, as ' 
a^inst 17,316 at the close of last year, viz. : In county poor-houses, 
6,816; in city alms-houses, 11,454. Of these, 9,291 were males, and 
8,979 females. As these returns include the insane in New York, 
Kings and other counties providing for this class, which class has 
considerably increased during the year, it will be seen that there has 
been little or no increase in pauperism in the State from other sources, 
as compared with that of 1883. The following table shows the num- 
ber of paupers in the poor-houses and alms-houses of the State during 
the year, and the number respectively in their care November 1, 1884: 
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The espendituroB for in-door support during the year, esclnsiva of 
the products of the farms, were 11,927,316.11, aa against 11,959,836.56 
last year, as followB ; In the connty poor-houses, (657,531.67 ; in the 
city alms-houBes, $1,269,784.44. 

State pAtrpBES. 

The number of State paupers under care October 1, 1883, committed 
to the care of the Board pursuant to chapter 661 of the Laws of 1873, 
was as follows : In State alma-houses, 158 ; in State insane asylums, 
28 ; in orphan asylums, 3 ; total, 189. The commitments during the 
year ending September 30, 1884, were 1,893, as against 1,426 com- 
mitted the precediug year, an increase of 466. Of these, 1,378 were 
males, and 514 females. The whole number provided for during the 
year, including those on hand at its commencement, was 2,050, aa 
against 1,566 last year. The following changes occurred in the several 
State alms-houses during the year, viz. : Discharged, as able to provide 
for their own support, 491; provided with situations in families, 3; 
absconded, 84 ; transferred to other institutions, 13 ; furrnshed trans- 
portation to their homes and friends in other States and countries, 
1,246; died, 40. This left 173 in the various State alms-houses, 
October 1, 1884, as against 158, October 1, 1883, At the same time 
there were 32 insane in State asylums, and four children in orphan 
asylums, thus making a total of 209 in the care of the State, October 
1, 1884, aa against 189, October 1, 1883. 

The yearly commitments of State paupers, and the annual chaDges 
occurring since the law went into effect, October 22, 1873, are shown 
in the appended tables, numbers 30 to 35 inclusive. By these it will 
be seen that the whole number of persons committed as State paupers 
to October 1, 1884, has been 13,855, of whom 10,060 were males, and 
2,795 females. The former residences or places of legal settlement of 
7,566 of these have been traced out by the Secretary under the direc- 
tion of the Board, and they have, from time to time, been furnished 
transportation to their respective homes in other States and conatriea, 
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and thiB State, and its cities and oonnties have thus been relieved of 
the burden and expense of maintaining them through life. At the 
same time nearly 4,000 others, upon recovery from their infirmities, 
have been discharged and allowed to go out and provide for them- 
selves, and a large number of these have been aided in procuring situa- 
tions at labor, but few of whom have subsequently burdened the State, 
The number that have died while ander care during this period has 
been 331, or nearly three per cent, many of them being bo enfeebled 
npon entering the State as to preclude their return to their homes, 
and not a few have died whose residence and friends remained un- 
known. Of those under care October 1, 1884, about two-thirds were 
insane or suffering with chronic and incurable diseases, and most of 
these will donbtless require the protecting care of the Stat£ the balance 
of their lives. The others, laboring mainly under temporary disability, 
will, upon recovery, be returned to their homes and friends, or dis- 
charged to take care of themselves. 

The large increase in the number of State paupers committed the 
past year, is due almost wholly to the defective administration of the 
Federal law respecting emigration, by whicb large numbers of infirm 
alien paupers find their way into this State, to burden its cities and 
counties, who should be rejected at the porta at which they land, and 
their return enforced on the vessels bringing them to this eountiy, as 
the Federal act prescribes. There is no reciprocal action between the 
Emigration Commissioners of the various United States ports, or 
adequate protection, under the Federal law as now enforced, against 
the infius into this State of disabled and pauper immigrants by the 
way of Philadelphia, Boston, New York and Canada. The New York 
State Commissioners of Emigration refuse to provide for any of 
these paupers other than those landing in New York, and are unable 
to return them to the authorities of the ports through which they were 
shipped to this country, after they permit them to land here. These 
helpless people are, therefore, thrown upon the various cities and 
counties for support, and most of them are ultimately committed as 
State paupers, for continued hospital treatment and care, or to be re- 
turned at the expense of this State to the ports at which they landed, 
or to their former homes in different countries of Europe. The num- 
ber of such persons returned to their respective homes under this 
act duriug the past year was 79. Included in this number were 63 
80-called ''assisted pauper immigrants," deported to this country by 
various agencies through the numerous United States and Cana- 
dian ports, for no conceivable object other than to rid the communities 
in which they resided of troublesome and expensive burdens. The 
only protection to the State, therefore, against the accumulation of 
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^ these helpless pauper classes in its poor-houses and other ioetitntionB, 

«i is at present in the work of the Board in this direction, and its con- 

^ tinuance eeems necessary until the Federal Goverumeot shall take 

=>*!( positive action to correct such evils in its system of emigration saper- 

j vision as now exist. An itemized and classified statement of the ex- 
. ■ penditures under the act, during the fiscal year ending Septeoiber 30, 

"» C) 1884, will be found in Table Ko, 40 hereto appended. 

"^ ^i Bemoval of Crippled, Blind, Lonatic and other Infibm Alieit 
>-, 5 Paupers. 

« ^ Iq pursuance with chapter 549 of the Laws of 1860, the Board, dnr- 
4 V ing the year ending September 30, 1884, removed 114 permanently 
^ . S disabled and helpless alien paupers to their homes in various countries 
^ *\ of Europe, as follows : To England, 34 ; to Ireland, 47 ; to Scotland, 
^ f"^*" Switzerland, 3 ; to Anstna, 3 ; and to Italy, 1. Sixty-three of 
■Q ) these were landed at the port oF New York, 19 at other United States 
ports, and 33 at various Canadian ports, shipped to this country by the 
followmg agencies, viz. : By cities and towns, 50; by benevolent socie- 
ties, 29 ; by relatives and friends, 28 ; and by guardians, 7. Their 
condition at the time of landing was traced out as follows : Lunatics,- 
11; imbecile, 19; feeble-minded, 34 ; decrepit, 8; crippled, 9; blind, 
3; paralytic, 2; epileptic, 2; vagrant and diseased, 7; deaf-mute, 1; 
otherwise infirm, 18. All of these persons became dependent im- 
mediately or soon after their arrival in the country, and were being 
supported by the State, or by its various cities and counties, in poor- 
houses, hospitals, asylums or other institutions of charity, and they 
would have burdened the public of this State permanently had they 
remained. The total expense this year of the removal of these 114 
helpless persons to their respective homes was *2,451.07; the expense 
per person, )31.50. The whole number of such removals under the 
act has been "296; the aggregate expenditure, $7,003.11; per capita, 
423.66. The principal facts regarding each person, the removal, and 
the expense attending the removal, are permanently recorded io the 
office of the Board, and the authorities or fndividuals shipping them 
to this country are, whenever practicable, notified of their return. 

To have maintained these 296 persons at pnblic expense in -this 
State (as would have been compulsory, had not the wise system of 
returning them to the foreign countries from which they were inten- 
tionally shipped, to remain here as permanent burdens, been adopted,) 
would cost at least 1600 per week, or a total of 131,200 per annum in 
added taxation on oar people. Estimating their longevity, notwith- ' 
standing their incapability of self-support, at an average of but fifteen 
years each, the saving of the cost of their maintenance for life would 
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finally aiDonDt to no lees than $4C8,000at the expiration oF that period 
ofyeare, independent of aiiDual intereat. It seems hardly credible 
that such a saving in taxes could come from the expenditure to effect 
it, of such a small sum to the State as 17,003.11, but the fact of it is 
as absolute as are the circumstances ; and it is doubtful if any measure 
of public policy, when compared with its trifling cost, can exceed it 
in results. But these results are' not only pecuniary, they are also 
of ft far-reaching moral kind. " Pauperism breeds pauperism," has 
hereditary characteristics, and the best thought and highest study 
of it indicate that efforts in the line of prevention are a public duty, 
as necessary as the preventing, aa far as possible, those*diseasea that 
assail the health of man or that of animals, but are restrictihle in their 
nature. "We are especially earnest in keeping, by State snperyisioii 
and law, contagion from oitr herds, and diead the spread of unhealthy 
contamination among them. Protecting the moral health of the 
State in one of its aspects, by protecting society from the infiltra- 
tion of more of the pauper element than is of our own natural 
product, is one of the highest prerogatives of legislation ; as much 
higher than combating the extension of diseased conditions among 
the beasts of the field, as man himself is above the beasts. It has at 
last been demonstrated by experience in both cases, that a small 
amount of money spent at the right time, is more effectual than many 
thousandrof dollars Spent later, when the disease is multiplying, and 
that preventive measures at the outset, as its germs appear, are pos- 
' itively necessary for safety against its undue expansion. 

We, therefore, earn^tiy recommend that t5,000 be included in the 
supply bill for this year, to enable the Board to carry out the beneficial 
legislation inaugurated by chapter 549 of the State Laws of 1880. No 
expenditure of any kind is incurred in additional salaries or other 
c<Jst in carrying out the provisions of this law, the execution of it being 
nnder the charge of the ofBcials of the Board, without extra compen- 
sation, and all of the appropriation not actually and necessarily used 
in transferring the class of persons 'referred to, to their homes abroad, 
vill remain, aa has been the case' in former years, an undrawn balance, 
in the treasury of the State. 

Tinder the act of Congress, passed August 3, 1882, the "head 
money" duty on arriving immigrants, of fifty cents each, now goes 
into the United States treasniy, as an "immigrant fund." This is 
presumably drawn to pay the expenses of Castle Garden and Ward's 
Island, under the contract of the State's Emigrant Commissioners with 
the Secretary of the United States Treasury, under the act of 1888. 
The amount of this per capita duty for the past two years is estimated 
St about $500,000, based on the reported arrivals of passengers. The 
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hoapfcal and all the other buildings on Ward's Island, ased b; the 
GammisBionere of Emigration, are the property of the State of New 
York, which, in this way, practically gives the use of thia custlj 
property belon^ng to it free, for tne purposes for which it ib used ia 
connection with immigratite, to the general benefit of her sister States, 
housing and attending there, the sipk, feeble and indigent, while all 
bat a few of the able-bodied, enterpnsing and self-supporting ones 
pass beyond her borders to other States, oven to those on the utmost 
verge of our national domain, to add to tlieir' population and to 
become citizens of them. 

But this IS not new action, or a new deed on the part of the State 
of Kew York. Independent of any receipts from any source connected 
with emigration, she has spent nearly 11,200,000 in recent years, 
in keeping up an Emigration Bureau in New York city for the care 
and protection of the well, and relief of the sick and broken down of the 
arriving host of immigrants. The following payments from legislative 
appropriations have been made to the Commissioners of Emigration by 
the Comptroller of this State from 1876 to 1883, inclusive : In 1876, 
$57,368.36; in 1877, 1183,569.93 ; in 1878, 1163,341.09; in 1879, 
«148,336.37; in 1880, »166,059.09; in 1881, »15D,334.94; in 1882, 
♦185,402.61; in 1883, $77,0i2.90; total, »1, 140, 455. 19. Surely this 
is practical philanthropy of the broadest kind on the part of. the State 
of New York. The expenses of all kinds of the charities of the State, 
including those of its counties and cities, now reach an enormous 
sum annually for their maintenance, and inasmuch as the general 
government has assumed the revenues derived f rAn the " head money " 
duty on passengers from abroad, not citizens, and tlie disbursementof 
these revenues, it became our duty to make the law adopted by Con- 
gress in 1882, protect this State, as far as possible, from the onerous 
and unjustifiable additional burden of supporting, for life, the refuse 
of an immigration, the greater part of the bone and smew of which goes 
immediately beyond her borders, to neighboring States or to the distant; 
"West 

As one step in this direction, this Board addressed a communication 
under date of October 28, 1884, to the Secretary of State at Washing- 
ton, in accordance with the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President and the Secretary of this Board, be and 
hereby are directed officially, to call the attention of the Honorable 
Secretary of State of the United States, to the frequently reported ar- 
rivals in this country, of a class of persons incapacitated in various 
ways of supporting themselves, and who are required to be returned in 
the vessels bringing them from foreign ports, or not allowed to land in 
ours, nnder the act of Congress of August 3, 1882, and to respectfully 
represent to him, that, in the opinion of this Board, the evil could be 
much abated, and the shipment of such persons to our country cur- 
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tailed, if the Department of State would cause the exiatence of the 
said act of Congress and its test to be promulgated in all ports and 

S laces in the conntriea of Enrope, where our own gOTernment has reei- 
entconsnls or commercial agente. 

To the commnnication from this Board, inclosing the above resola- 
tion, the HonoraUe Secretary of State has replied as follows : 

" Department of State, ) 
Washihgton, December 26, 1884. f 
" Secretary of the State Board of Charities, 'Albany, N. T. : 

'" Sir — I hare to inform you, that this Department is preparing a 

circular to our diplomatic and consular officers, abroad, instructing 

. them to giye publicity to the act of Congress of August 3, 188S, io the 

• countries or ports to which they are seyerally accredited, or at which 

they are recognized. 

Your obedient, 
(Signed) FREDERICK T. FRELINGHtTYSEK" 

Whatever expectations may be formed of the recent or future- 
efforts of the Federal authorities to decrease the deportation of chronic 
paupers from Enrope to onr shores, those efforts must of necessity be but 
partially effective in protecting this State ; inasmuch as many individ- 
uals of this class find their way into it, as past experience has over 
abundantly proved, by the way of Canada. Arriving at the ports of 
Quebec and Montreal they are pushed, in too frequent instences, and in 
large numbers — Canada having no system of public charities of her 
own like ours — over her borders, and into the State of New York, to 
settle down, unless prevented, into our institutions and alms-houses, 
thus compelling the citizens of our State to support for the remainder 
of their lives a class of dependente, having no natural or legal claims 
on them whatever under these circumstances. We confidently repeat 
the recommendation made herein, that t5,000 be appropriated in the 
Supply bill to be expended, in whole, or in part, as necessity may re- 
quire, for relieving our State, county and city public chariteble insti- 
tutions by returning to their homes in Europe, all such persons ship- 
ped thence who become inmates of them, through any channel what- 
ever. 

Appended Papers. 
The papers appended to this report, before referred to, areas follows: 
Report of the stending committee on the insane. 
Report of the stending committee on the blind. 
Report of the standing committee on reformatories. 
Report of the etaading committee on poor-houses. 
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Report of committee on the THew York State Soldiers and Sailora' 
Borne. 

Report on the pabHc charities of New York cit;, other than insane 
asylams and prisona, by GonimiBsioaers Stetfart and Milhaii. 

Report regarding diatnrbed and violent insane in county asflams 
and count; poor-bousea by the Secretary. 

By oi^er of the Board. v 

WILLIAM P. LETCHWORTH, 

Preaidenf, 
CHARLES 8. HOYT, Secretary. 
Dated Albaitt, January 27, 1885. 
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Showing the capacity and cost of the IntiMinffs of the several State 
Institutions. 
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* Includes eipendltureB Id ramodellDE tbe oiiKlnal butldlugs, and the iatroducUoQ of 
steam heatInK and fiirced Tentllatlon. 

* Includes all bulldloga aud modlScatloDs. water-works. Kaa, aewerase, docks, and ex- 
peodltures for all purposes except lat^d, furniture, farm Btoak and Implementa. 
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ipg, the cottaee, the Ice-bouses, the boiler-house, tbe cblmDer, the faa-bouBe. the aJr- 
duat. the ahelter-bouBBs, the yard walla, the whail and tbe bridge. 
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Showing the capacity and cost of the buildings itf the several £^te 
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Shovnng the nHmher of insane in. t/ie institutions of the State of 
New York, October 1, 1884, hy counties. 
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KEPOBT. 



To the Slate Board of Charities : 

We, the niiderBignetl, members of the Standing Committee on the 
Insane, Bubmit the following report : 

The committee accompanied by the stenographer of this Board, has 
visited all the State institations as follows : 

(1.) State Lunatic Asylum, tftica, by Commissioner Craig, in com- 
pany with the Commissioner in Lunacy May 30, 1884. And again by 
Commissioners Milhau and Craig September 17, and 18, 1884. 

rs.) Hndson BJver State Hospital for the Insane, by Commissioners 
Milhau and Craig, July 10, 1884. And again by the same Commis- 
sioners, September 16, 1884. 

(3.) Bimalo State Asylum for the Insane, by Commissioners Milhau 
and Craig, October 3, 1884. 

(4.) State Homceopathic Asylum for the Insane, Middletown, by 
Commissioners Milhau and Craig, September 2, 1884. 

(5.) Willard Asylum for the Insane, by Commissioners Milhun and 
Craig, September 5 and 6, 188i, 

(6.) Bingbamton Asylum for the Insane, by Commissioner Craig, 
in company with the Commissioner in Lunacy, July 23, 1884. And 
again by Commissi oners Milhau and Craig, Septemoer 4, 1884. 

(7.) State Asylum for Insane Criminals, Auburn, by Commissioner 
Craig, in company with the Commissioner in Lunacy, May 31, 1884. 
And again by Commissioner Milhau, October 6, 1884. 

(8.) State Asylum for lueaneEmigrants, Ward's Island, by Commis- 
sioners Milhau and Craig, October 14, 1884. 

In Tiew of the quarterly inspection by the Secretary of this Board, 
of the county asylums in counties exempted by the Board from the 
operation of the Willard Asylum Act, and of the visits of the members 
of the Board to county asylums within their respective districts, yotir 
committee Ifaa only visited city and county institutions as follows : 

(1.) New York City Lunatic Asylum, BlackwelTs Island, by Com- 

■ oners Milhau and Craig, October 11, 1884. 

) New York City Asylum for the Insane, Ward's Island, by Corn- 
oners Milhau and Craig, October 13. 1884. 

(3.) City Homoeopathic Hospital, Ward's Island, connected with the 
New York City Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island, by Commissioners 
Milhau and Craig, October 13, 1884. 

(4.) Branch Insane Asylum, Randall's Island, connected with the 
New York City Asvlum for the Insane, Ward's Island, by Commis- 
sioners Milhau and 'Craig, October 14, 1884. 
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(5.) Branch Lnnntio Asylum, Hart's Island, by CommiasioDers Mil- 
hau and Craig, October 16, 1884. 

(6.) Reception Hospital for the Insane, Bellevue Hospital, by Com- 
misaioDers Milhau and Craig, October 16, 1884. 

(7.) Kings County Lnnatic Asylum, Flatbush, by Commianonerj 
Milhau and Craig, October 17, 1884. 

(8.) Monroe County Insane Asylum, by Gommissionere Milhau ami 
Craig, October 5, 1884. 

(9.) The Insane Department of the Livingston County Poorhonie 
by Commissioner Craig and the Secretary of the Board, Dr. Hott, 
April 30, 1884. 

(10.) The Insane Department of the Broome County Poorhonse, bj 
Commissioner Craig, with Commissioner Miller of the district. Dr. 
Hoyt, Secretary, ana the Commissioner in Lunacy, July 24, 1884. 

Your Committee has also visited private asylums, as follows: 

Bloomingdale Asylum, by Commissioners Milhau and Craig, Octo- 
ber 15, 1884. 

The Marshall Infirmary, Troy, by Commissioners Milhaa and Craig. 
in company with the Commissioner in Lunacy, July 9, 1884. 

Providence Lunatic Asylum, BnSalo, by Commissioner Milhao, 
October 4, 1884. 

Descriptions of the buildings of the public and private hospitals and 
asylums for the insane, for the most part appear in the previous pub- 
lished reports oE the Board, in the report of the Commissioner in 
Lunacy, and in the annual reports of the institutions. 

Our inspections were without notice, and generally made in the fol- 
lowing order, viz.; First, examinations of the waras, inclading the 
attendants, the patients, sleeping- rooms, bedsteads, beds and bedding, 
bath-rooms, water closets, day-rooms ^nd the diniug-rooma^ secona, 
the kitchen, bake-rooms, laundries, furnaces with heating and venti- 
lating apparatus, out-buildings and other property; and third, the 
books ofthe medical department, iocludingthose of the superintendent, 
and the boots of accounts, iuchiding those of the steward. 

Complaints of detention were investigated by references to the certi- 
ficates and orders of commitment and case books; and complaints of 
ill treatment, by esaminati-ons of attendants, case books, etc. 

Your committee found everywhere, evidence of the thoroughness of 
the quarterly inspections of the Commissioner in Lunacy. 

The annexed table of statistics designated as " Schednle A," is com- 
piled from data given in behalf of the institutions, by written answers 
to questions, on olanks furnished by us for that purpose. The table 
includes census; population in excess of accommodations; number of 
private patients; number and pay of supervisors, attendants and 
night watchmen; number of SIthy patients and changes for them; 
number of patients in restraint or seclusion ; and number of patients 
in employment or outdoor exercise. The statistics refer to the respec- 
tive days of examination of the several institutions. 

We beg leave to submit also as part of our report, notes of our visits 
as they were taken by the stenographer, designated as Schedules "B 
to U inclusive. The notes are appended in their original form, witli- 
out condensation or change, in order to give statements of facts, 
independent of our inferences or inductions. But we give conclusions 
drawn from the facts herewith presented , and all the facts that have 
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oomo to our knowledge upon the snbject specified by statate, fts fol- 
lows, viz.: 

" The governuieDt and maQageiueiit of their inmates ; the ofScial 
conduct of trustees, directors and other ofQcera and employees of the 
same; the condition of the buildings, grounds and other property con- 
nected therewith " ; and " other matters pertaining to their usefulness 
and good management," towit: whether"the moneys appropriated 
for their aid have been ecuoomically and judiciously expended"; 
whether *' the objects of the several institutions are accomplished " ; 
whether "the laws in relation to them are fully complied with," and 
whether " all parts of the State are equally benefited by said institu- 
tions." -(See Laws of 1867, chapter 951, sections 4 and 5.) 

(1.) The general " condition of the buildings, grounds and other 
property" of the several State institutions appears to be good. One 
exception to be noted is in the. State Lunatic Asylum, at Utica, where 
in several places in the main building, large cracks have appeared in 
the outer walls, as well as in the inside .walla and ceilings, 'with other 
evidences of settling of foundations, and seem to demand. attention. 

Another e.tception is "The Branch," formerly called the Agricul-, 
tural College, now used' as one of tlie buildings for patients in the 
Willard Asylum. Thisstmctnreis not properly adapted to the care of 
insane |)cople, but is peculiarly adapted to furnish a holocaust of 
victims in ^ase of fire. 

"We observe with pleasure that the grounds of the State Homceopathie 
Asylum have been further improved by grading this year, and it is 
gratifying to learn that this is largely the work of patients. 

(2.) Respecting the moneys specially "appropriated for the aid" 
of the respective State institutions, your committee reports as follows : 
The special appropriation for the renovation of the wings contaiu- 
ing wards ten and eleven, in the State Lunatic Asylum, was made for 
reasons assigned in the recommendation of this Board, which have 
now been fully verified. We examined the timbers removed in the 
process of reconstruction, and found them so decayed aa to be in immi- 
nent danger of giving way and falling with the floors and inmates on 
the wards. ' 

The Biogharoton Asvlum for the Chronic Insane has erected the 
detached building for which the appropriation of S30,000 was made by 
the Legislature of 1883. It is a plain, well-constructed building of 
two stories, with brick walls, and inside finish in hard wood; and is 
designed to accommodate fifty patients, thus making the cost per capita 
about 1400. In consequence of the overcrowded condition, the build- 
ingis forced to accommodate sixty inmates. 

The Buffalo State Asylum for the Insane has commenced the work 
of providing new systems of sewerage, drainage and ventilation, and 
Lhf management state that it will be completed within the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1885. 

The Willard Asylum has completed the improvements contemplated 
last year, including the fitting up of an amusement hall. ' 

(3.) The present overcrowded condition of all the State institutions 

"for the insane except one, serionsly interferes with " their usefulness 

Bud good management." The exception is the State Homceopathie 

Aajlom, which is not full. * 

The BinghamtOQ Asylum for the Chronic Insane does not report in 

16 
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answer to the qnestion calling for ttie " nnmber sleeping on the Hw 
from lack of accommodations;" bat a reference to the sppeoded nui>- 
of our visits will show that ill the wards for women, namber onebii 

seventy-three patients and sixty-five bedateada, leaving eight to sle^ji 
on the floor; number two haa seventh-four patients and fortj-m 
bedsteads, and senting capacity for thirty-five, leaving thirty-two ;| 
sleep on the floor, and tbirty-nine without proper aeats ; namber tiira 
had fifty-eight patients and forty-niue standing bedsteads ; nambi 
f(>ur had seventy-one patients, many of whom were BittiagoD tit 
floor for want of aeata, and thirty-one atanding beds, leaving twentj 
to sleep on the floor. The wards for men were not bo badly era? 
crowded, though in ward two, ten patients slept on the floor of da] 
room, and in ward threa, five on the floor of hull. 

A reference to the anneied table of statistics, Sched 
show the data on this subject reported by the other State institntions. 
The figures denoting the number of patients sleeping on the flooref 
want of accommodations, do not give the whole truth ol' the mai- 
ter of overcrowding, for thereasou that in the dormitories of tht 
wards showing the greatest number of "floor-sleepers," us we fonnJ 
.from actual esaminations reported in the appended notes, the be-i- 
. steads were generally too closely crowded together. The evil efiecu 
of such overcrawding are not conflnod to the decrease in numbervf 
cubic feet of air for each patient, or the necessarily diminished care 
from the attendants to each individual case; but tbey extend totk 
general administration and economy of the institution, and teed 
toward general demoralization in the service. If one ward ia filled tn 
its capacity, there need bo no interference with ita proper govern mem. 
Where, however, all the wards of an institution are thus filled, there 
can be no opportunity for movements of patients and changes in 
their classification, as almost daily demands require, and as exigencite' 
may rnder well-nigh imperative. If such is the condition of an 
asylum where the census exactly corresponds with the nominal capaciij 
of the wards in the aggregate, what must it be where there is an excts 
of population in the proportions indicated by the annexed notes autl 
tables ? 

The number of patients sleeping on the floor, compared with the 
popuhitioQ of the respective institutlona, is given as followg : 

So. palieots. So. putienW Per ceai 

sleeping on floor. ' i 

State Lnnatic Asylum 609 13 2.13 

Hudson River State Hospital 349 73 20.9 

State Homceopathic Asylum 303 .. .... 

Buffalo State Asylum 350 21{oncot8)6 

Willard Asylum 1,823 118 ti.47 

Binghamton Asylum 569 No answer. 

Asylum for Insane Criminals.,.. 156 No 

County Asylums. 

New York City Lunatic Asylum . . 1 ,525 m 
New York City As3'Iuni for the 

Insane 1,491 

Branch Lunatic Asylum on Hart's • 

Island 500 

Kings County Insane Asylum ... 1 ,313 



answer. 
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It isproper to add, that owing to the diligeuce of the superiQtendente 
rtd inedical,assiBtants and the attendants in these State institutions, 
le evils of overcrowding appear to be reduced to the Diinimnoi. As 
'6 have been compelled to make particular reference to the Bingham- 
)a Asylum for the Chronic Insane, we feel bound to refer to'its 
'ortlty superintendent with his assistants, whose. duties, thus increased 
y inadequate accommodations, have been faithfallj and laboriously 
lerformed. 

"The ofEcial conduct of trustees, directors, and other officers an* 
mployees" of the respective State institutions laboring nuder the fore- 
;oiag embarrassments, thus appears to good advantage. 

(4.) The overcrowded condition of the State asylums for the 
ihronic insane, impairs the proper ad minis tratiou of the law relat- 
Dg to the exemption of county asylums by the Board. 

The authorities of Livingston County, have not yet fulfilled the 
conditions precedent to theeiemption of that county from theWillard 
Asylum Act, by providing proper sewers and an adequate snpply of water. 
Twelve or more patients are forced to bathe successively in the same 
water, in an individual bath tub of ordinary size. The county has 
uot been exempted, but the insane iumates of its poorhouse can- 
not be transferred, for want of a State asylum with room to receive 
Lhem. 

(5,) The overcrowded condition of the Binghamton Asylnm for 
the Chronic Insane, interferes also with the proper duties of the 
Special Committee of this Board, to be appointed each year under 
eection 31, chapter 380, of the Laws of 1879. 

We regret that the Special Committee appointed this year under 
this law, consisting of the Standing Committee on the Insane and 
Com m IBS io net's Miller and Foster, found it necessary to return from 
the Binghamton Asylum for the Chronic Insane, to the custody 
of the Superintendents of the Poor in several counties, patients, some 
of whom, though then in a quiet and comfortable condition, were 
liable to lapse into more disturbed or demented states from which 
they had partially recovered. The necessity arose from the over- 
crowded condition of the asylum, of which we have complained, and • 
in order to make room for more urgent and distressed Ciises in county 
poorhouses. 

The decision of the said Special Committee was reduced to writing, 
signed by three members thereof, who were the only members that 
acted thereon, and was delivered to the superintendent of the said 
asylum. A copy thereof was filed in the office of the Board, and 
another copy is hereto appended and marked " Schedule V." Subse- 
quent reports show, that some of the subjects of such transfer did re- 
lapse into conditions requiring the cate of a State asylum. We do not 
inteod here to express any opinion, for or against, the custody in county . 
asvlams «f persouB of unsound mind who do not require medical or 
other special attention, and who may properly be classed in the general 
categury, of cleanly and harmless but disabled or infirm paupers. It 
has sometimes been said that this class can he more conveniently and 
economically, and on the whole, as well cared for in the respective 
counties of their settlement, and near the residences of their family 
relations and friends. If we admit the afiQrmatire for argument's 
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sake, ve cannot at the same time concede that patients filthy in tk 
habits, thoQgh not otherwise troablesome, fall into this cat^T 
Observation sbons that it ia fn the case of this demented class, aa n 
as the maniacal or disturbed classes, that the average coantj pec 
honse is deficient, especially ut night. The notes of the rigit Id V 
insane department of Broome County Poorhonse, which has heretafii 
been regarded as in some respects superior to most local instin- 
■ tions, furnish illustration of the general defects of the night senio 
and administration in all snch places. 

(6.) On the subject of restraint and seclusion, we are pleased toi 
port a great decrease within a short period of time in the ase of the 
means, whether for disciplinary or remedial purposes. Amid conHif^ 
ing theories of the learned and the unlearned at home and abi»: 
the reform has advanced across the waters from east to west, and ■ 
now mantfeBt to a greater or less degree in all our larger, and manr ' 
oar smaller institutions. 

lu all the State institutions and in some of the coauty iaBtitatinn> 
where restraint is allowed, it is prohibited except on the order of L>' 
physician ; and where the absolute irnle is^on-reatraint, we hayefac:. 
some cases of confinement by srclnsion in rooms, and even of acEu 
bodily restraint. Neither restraint nor seclusion has been permirw 
since December 18, 1883, in the New York City Asylnni forthei:- 
sane, and both restraint and seclusion have long since been entirel; 
set aside in the Kings County Asylum. 

We notice the continued use of airing-courts is practiced or jnatifisii 
in nearly all the asylnms and hospitals for the insane. The re&=iv 
usually assigned is, that there are always certain patients who canna 
he taken outdoors for open air esercise or enjoyment, unless eonfioti 
by incloBiires, or accompanied by special attendants. Assuming ^^ 
proposition for argument's sake, the conclusion on onr part is eini[^ 
that, in most snch cases, it is better to dispense with the inclosnretin 
provide special attendants, with liberty of the grounds. If there muf' 
be exceptions, they should, in our judgment, be fewer than those vW- 
obtain under the present order of things. And in forming our opini™' 
ve have also assumed, as is stated by specialists on both aides of tiit 
Atlantic, that in America, the cases of mania are apt to be niff' 
maniacal than in Great Britain or on the continent of Europe- 1'^ 
this relatidn, however, we notice that our observations in the AbjIob 
for Insane Emigrants did not appear to verify the asenmption, thoogt 
this may be due in part to the insufficient namberof atttindantsiul^ 
refractory wards. 

(7.) On the kindred subject of occupation, outdoor exercise, uni 
amusement, we note also marked improvements. 

The humanity that sopplies the convict with indnstries, enforced i 
need he for his own good, as well as for the benefit of the State, nntii 
recently ignored the poor lunatic who was condemned to confineiiieDt< 
but not provided with industries or activities for the employment or 
even dissipation of his constantly accnmnlating energies, that nrns' 
find some legitimate outlet or morbid e:Epression. This condemnahon 
of the insane, was equivalent to'a sentence, to an environment, and to' 
compulsory course and habit of life, directly increasing the tendecCT 
to explosions among the maniacal, to depression among the melancholiUi 
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cl to indifference and utter lapse of all mental interest among the 
mented. 

The problems relating to stated labor oFthe insane are, of course, com- 
icated with conditions that do not enter into the anbjecta of enforced 
oor of the criminal, The subjects of advanced paresis and many 
tlicted with acute melancholia are unable to work, and those who 
e able to work at all should be under the daily direction of a com- 
stent medical officer, in respect of which the insane department of 
le ordinary county poorhouse is at a disadvantage. 
"We refer with pleasure to the annexed table, from which it appears 
lat a large majority of the inmates in the Statahospitais for the acute 
leauo, and also in the principal institutions on the islands in Mew 
'ork City and in Kings County, had, on the days of our respective 
iai ts, pleasant industrial occupation, or outdoor exercise, or amusement. 
► ur own observations and inquiries verify these statements, which appear 
Iso by the appended notes, and show that they are fair examples of 
be daily economy and government in each of these places. 

(S. ) There were found in the asylums for the chronic insane, a con- . 
iderable number of persons classed as idiots, who were feeble, infirm 
md filthy, many of them with violent and dangerous tendencies, 
-equiring theoversight and care accorded to demented and filthy insane. 
vVhile these cases in some respects are embarrassing to the administra- 
Aon of these institutions, they require special care and supervision, 
ind we at present see no better way of providing for them. 

^9.) The proportion of private patients in the respective State insti- 
tutions, as anown by Schedule A, is as follows : 

State Lunatic Asylum 19.3 per cent. 

Hudson River State Hospital 23.7 

State Homceopathic Asylum 51.4 

Bufi'alo State Asylum .9.4 

Willard Asylum 

Binghamton Asylum 

Asylum for Insane Criminals 

It is asserted by the superintendents of the several State institutions, 
that the classification of private, and public or pauper patients, and 
their general treatment, are governed by the same rules and principles. 
Dr. Gray, of the State Lunatic Asylum, says, "The patients are 
arranged on the wards without reference to whether they are private or 
county patients, and solely with reference to their mental and general 
condition," and that the same expense would he incurred for both 
classes under the same necessity. Dr. Talcott, of the State Homceopathic 
Aaylum, states that " the patients are classified throughout the asylum 
wiihont regard as to whether they are private or public — no distinc- 
tion is made betweeu public and privatepatieuts so far as treatment i s 
concerned." Dr. Cleaveland and Dr. Kellogg, of the Hudson River 
Hospital, make similar statements. 

(10.) We report as our opinion and conclusion, that there should be 
some general ofBce at Albany for the registration of all the inaano in 
State, County, and Private Hospitals and Asylums, and the record 
of all their movements. Such a record would be of great value to the 
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State Board of Charities and the State Commissioner in Lunacy, intii- 
discharge of their duties, and ia necessary to a complete censas of tb 
insane in the cnstody of the aejlnms. 

(11.) We endeavored, as we have already stated, to inrestifrate caw 
of complaint for detention and for ill-treatment, by reference to cm 
mitment pap'ers, case books, officers, attendants, patients, etc. It gtit- 
ns pleasure to say that we generally found such complaintB ^rithont at- 
fonudatiou whatever. It must be a presamption of fact that there t;! 
always be oases of maltreatment or nejrlect. The lowest practi»ib> 
minimnm number of such abuses or mistakes cannot be reached 1111:1 
the mental, moral, and social gradeof attendants is raised to the h if be?* 
practical standard. The relative treatment of patients, depends upu: 
the relative character and qualifications of the employees in the ward; 

But it is due to the attendants in the filthy and maniacal Trards. l- 
well as to the medical officers by whom they are trained, to say, tfasttf 
have most often been called to admire the discharge of difficult dot" 
with good judgment and temper, though sometimes under great trii! 
or provocation, and we have frequently noticed the reciprocal attacii 
ments of patients and attendants. 

It gives us pleasure also to add, that we believe adverse criticisms ii 
' our State institutions would be greatly modified, with more familiv 
knowledge of their inner economy and working. 

(13.) The appended notes of visits.ahow our examinations of thepapor; 
and books in the Medical Department, including the Case Book, as well 
as the books in the Steward's office, in the several State institntioni. 
to the extent of showing that generally these books and papers ver^ 
written up, and purported to comply with the provisions of the statnte 

The books and papers of the Iladaon River Hospital for the Insane 
are so kept, as to enable its officers to readily classify every it«m oi 
expenditure and show not only the per capita weekly cost of mainte- 
nance, but also the per capita expenditure of each item. The statement 
rendered by the Institution to the State Board of Charities for tiie 
year 1883 was an admirable exhibit, and comprehensive finandsl 
classification of institntional expenditnres. 

(13.) In respect to the query whether " all parts of the State are 
equally benefited by said institutions," we report that this ia not the 
case, nor can it be under our present system, which is partly mtinici- 
pal or county, and partly State. As this is so determined by the 
choice of the sections not accepting the State system, there can seem- 
ingly be no just cause for complaint. 

(14.) 'W^e have been impressed with the impropriety of admittinf 
idlers and holiday visitors, within the wards of institutions for the 
insane. From the nature of the case, they are not permitted to go 
among any classes except the convalescent or quiet patients, who are 
annoyed and injured by being made the objects of senseless curiosity. 

(15.) New York and Kings counties. 

In New York City there ia pressing necessity for increasing the 
capacity of the Reception Hospital for the insane at Bellevue. At pre- 
sent thia Reception Hospital consists of a single pavilion so divided as 
to accommodate nine men and nine women, while on an average M 
least twelve of each are to be cared for nightly, and sometimes the 
building is crowded to twice its capacity. Last year nine hundred 
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and fortj men and eight hundred and' thirtj-four women, making an 
aggregftte of Beventeen hundred and seventy-Four persons, were admit- 
ted and disposed of in this amall but important institution. 

We report respecting New York City Lunatic Asylum, that the 
building Known as " TEe Lodge," and also the old part of the building 
known as " The Retreat," are unfit for use, and should be condemned! 
Respecting the Kings County Lunatic Asylum, to which ia now 
united the so-called Hospital for Incurables, under the same manage- 
ment, we report that the basement of the main building and flie 
structures designated as "The Lodge" and " The Hospital for In- 
curables "should be considered uninhabitable. We are glad that recent 
legislation has authorized the purchase of another site for new asylum 
buildings, and that the limits allow one thousand acres and tlOO.OOO' 
expenditure, exclusive of the coat of the buildings. 

It gives ua pleasure to add, that the care of the superintendent and 
officers has reduced the discomfort of the old buildings, even in their 
overcrowded condition, to the minimum. 

We call attention to the appended notes, which show that these 
county asylums are also fearfully overcrowded. 

Within the past year, the patients in the City Lunatic Asylum on 
Btookwell's Island, have famished from their own earnings a merry-go- 
round or carousal; and the City Asylum for the Insane on Ward's 
Island, has established a large salt water swimming bath, similar to 
that of the City Lunatic Asylum. 

(16.) We take pleasure iu calling attention to the notes of our visit 
to the Bloomingdale Asylum. The general evidence of comfort, and 
the sanitary conditions in this asylum are gratifying to the visitor. 
(17.) Additional appropriations. 
The act of 1S67 provides as follows : 

"Section?. Whenever any charitable or correctional institution, 
subject to the inspection herein provided for, requires State aid for any 
pnrpose other than their usual expenses, the said commissioners or 
some or one of them, shall inquire carefully and fuUy into the ground 
of such want, the purpose or purposes for which it proposes to use the 
same, the amonut which will be required to accomplish the desired 
object, and into any other matters connected therewith ; and in the ■ 
annual report of each year they shall give the result of such inquiries, 
together with their own opinions and conclusions relating to the 
whole subject." 

We report an overcrowded condition of three of the State hospitals 
for the acute insane and of the two asylums for the chroni£ insane. 

The State Bomceopathic Asylum, as already stated, has not, like 
the other State institutions for the insane which we have considered, 
a population in excess of its accommodations, but its accommodations 
exceed its population. By reference to the appended notes, (Schedule 
E), it will he seen that further appropriations by the Legislature are 
deemed necessary by the superintendent of this institution. No dia- 
graros, plans or estimates, however, of proposed improvements or ex- 
tensious have been submitted to your committee. 

The Hudson River State Hospital and the Buffalo State Asylum 
for the Insane, though built on a scale of grandeur and magnificence 
not called for in the cure or care of the pauper insane, may demand 
an enlargement on extension in future years. The question will then 
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ariBe whether they should be cokiplebed io accordance vith the origins.' 
design, or extended by the erection of cottages on less expensive pTaiu. 
For the present wo are of opinion, that a considerable proportion of tfa^ 
' excesa of their population can be properly removed to the aaylams for 
the chronic insane. 

The State Lunatic Asylum at Utica requires Stat« aid to repair Bome 
of its dilapidated buildings, for the erection of a hosuital building for 
sick men, and for the constrnction of a snitable hall for the amusr- 
ment and recreation of patients. Estimates are hereto annexed, 
designated Exhibit No. 1. We are of the opinion and report as oar 
conclusion, that special appropriations may properly be made to pro- 
yide for these specified improvements. 

The HndsoQ River State Hospiial for the insane, baa sabmitted u 
application for State aid, and estimates, which are hereto appendfd 
and marked Exhibit No. S. Respecti.ig this application we report: 
That the boiler capacity and heating apparatus of this institution iii 
their present condition are inadequate to its needs ; that macb insid." 
and outside painting IS necessary ; that the sewer should be ex tended 
to the river; that au extension of water pipe is required, as also ane" 
ice-house, also additional furniture for the wards ; that the plumbing 
is also greatly defective in the water-cloaeta ; and that your committee 
believes that the sum of $18, 600 judiciously and economically expended 
for these objects is desirable, and therefore recommends the aame. 

An applicationfor State aid, including diagrams, estimates, and statt- 
ments of reasons, from the Willard Asylum for the Chronic Insane, 
for the purpose of constructing a detached building for the worst 
class of filthy patients is hereto appended, marked Exhibit No. 3; 
also plans and estimates for lumber sheds and storage house, $800; 
also plans and estimates for proposed changes in present bakery, and 
to increase dining-room and Icitcfaen accommodations, 8853 ; also 
plana and estimates for anew bakery, including ovens and chang- 
ing of roof over clothes-room, S4,934; in all, exclusive of detach»l 
building, amounting to 16,590. The special appropriation asked for, 
to erect a detached building for filthy patients, would, according to 
these papers submitted to us, provide for 200 patients at a cost of $250 
per capita. We believe that an appropriation should be made to se- 
cure accommodations not for an increased number of patients, but 
for the proper care of those suffering under dementia and already in 
the institution. The proposed new building would also ia some mea- 
sure tend to lessen the demand for the use of " The Branch," which, 
as already intimated, should be condemned as unfit for habitation. 
Believing, however, that such a building as planned can be built at a 
cost not to exceed ¥240 per capita, your committee recommends that an 
appropriation be made for a building for two hundred patients oa the 
plans submitted, and upon the condition that the cost snail not exceed 
the sum of *240 per capita, including interior pipes, fixtures, etc., for 
heat, light and water. 

Having carefully inquired into the needs for further lumber and 
storage accommodations, and into the desirability of the proposed 
changes in the bakery, dining-room and kitchen, also as to the neces- 
sity for a new bakery and change in roof over clothes-room as proposed, 
and believing the several sums asked for to make these improvements 
are reasonable, we recommend appropriations therefor, upon the con- 
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dition that the improvements shall be fully completed within the eati- 
matea submitted. 

The Binghamton Asjlnm for the Chronic Insane, has not yet reached 
the highest limit oE numbers, for economical management and govern- 
ment under one administration. It ia here, therefore, that the remedy 
for the evils of overcrowding in this and other institutions can be ap- 
plied. There ia urgent necessity, in onr opinion, for the enlargement 
and extension of this asylum. The reasons already indicated are 
sufBcient. There are other considerations, however, which seem to 
give additional weight to our i-ecommendations. Aside from the 
counties exempted by the Board, there are in the aggregate many in- 
Baue ID the poorhoases of the State. 

The authorities in the counties not exempted have, from tim« to 
time, transferred their insane paupers to the State asylums for the 
chronic insane, expecting to be relieved entirely of the care of these 
patients at home. To force these counties, without notice or prepara- 
tion, to make provision for their insane, would be attended with great 
embarrassment, and we believe -would fail to accomplish the end de- 
sired. While the examination of the Board shows, that the insane at 
the present time in counties exempted by the Board from the Willard 
Asylum Act are, upon the whole, well provided for, the unstable 
nature of connty care is such that we do not feel iucliaed to recom- 
mend its extension. 

It has been suggested that proper provision for increase of accom- 
modations at the Bmghamton Asylum, can be made by erecting pavil- 
ions or cottages at considerable distance from the administration 
building ; but we would not recommend cheap structures de- 
signed to be abandoned within a few years, for it is probable that the 
design would not be carried out, and that the buildings wonld neither 
be destroyed nor renovated, but would remain with obnoxious accu- 
mulations, in measure increased over those that would inhere in more 
substantial or better finished structures. We do recommend, however, 
that the new buildings should be erected at considerable distance from , 
each other, as well as from tho central buildings, and on the cottage 
plan, of small dimensions, large exposures to light and air, and so 
situated as to afford large liberty of grounds, with opportunities for 
work, exercise, and amaaement — all of which can be accomplished 
at small cost per capita. 

The application of the Binghamton Asylum for the Chronic Insane 
for State aid ia hereto appended, and marked Exhibit No, 4. With it 
are submitted plans ana eatimateafor two detached cottage buildings, 
to accommodate one hundred and seventy-five patients and one hun- 
dred and thirty patients respectively ; the Srst-named being of one 
story and designed for filthy cases. With it are also submitted esti- 
mates for constructing a building for storage of grain and to provide a 
vegetable cellar, $3,100 ; for horse barn and carriage-house, $3,500 ; 
for building a boiler-honse and laundry, and making changes in con- 
nection therewith, $6,000 ; for the erection of a new plant for manu- 
facturing light to illuminate the asylum, $8,000; for smoke-house, 
(aSO ; for two additional boilers to heat the proposed new bnildings, 
$3,000 ; for articles for farm and garden use, $730 ; for laundry 
machinery, $1,000, and for miscellaneous articles, including safe, $500; 
furniture for main building and cottage now occupied, $2,000 ; for 
17 
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fDrnitare for new baildinga, 16,000; for brick pavements in b^s- 
ments, 11,000 ; for medical books and anrgical inBtraments, t450 ; h:. 
carpenters' and other tools, tSOO ; engine, with appnrtenances So: 
laundr; and fire purposes, $500, making a total, exoluslTe of detacheii 
cottages, of $35,230. 

Your committee, after making^a careful examination of the needs «'j 
this institution, concludes that it is for the interest of the State to tj- 
propriate a sum Bufficient to erect the two detached cottage baildingi 
referred to, upou condition that thej shall be built upon the plam 
submitted, marked A and B and C and D, and tbat the cost of tk 
same, iuclnding interior pipes, fixtures, etc., therein, for light, hen 
and water, sball not exceed the sum of $240 per capita. Further, tha: 
it is deeirable and proper to appropriate the sums specified, aggreg^t 
ing $35,230 for the purposes stated, upon the condition that all tht 
improvemeats contemplated by such expenditure shall be f ally com- 
pleted within the sum named. And further, in respect to lightiog 
the iustitutioD, that before making any contracts or expenditares ic 
this direction, the board of trustees make an examination of tbc 
method of lighting by electricity now in operation in some other Stau 
charitable institutions, and take such action as the information thuf 
obtained shall warrant 

The foregoing recommendations are made, to the end that snitabir 
and proper provision may be extended to a most helpless and ever-increii- 
ing class. The insane, though poor, are not to be classed as ordinvj 
paupers. They are sick persons, for whom enlightened and Christiai 
civilization must make proper provision in the uame of humanity sod 
religion, or suffer the evil example of neglect to degrade and demcrsl- 
ize the public conscience. 

OSCAR CRAIG, 
JOHN J. MILHATT, 
WM. P. LETCHWOBTH, 
Chmmtiiee. 

Dated December 15, 1S84 
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SCHEDULE B. 
State Lunatio AsTLtnr, at TJtica^ 

Vieited by CommiBBiOQerB Craig and Milhan, of the Committe 
Insane, September 17 and 18, 1881. Escorted through the institatu: 
by Assistant Physician Dr. Brush. 

This asjlnm has 200 acres of land, fiftr of which are situated scnx 
the canal and railroad. The Snperintenaent stated that the asyliu 
should acquire at least sixty acres'in addition, which is now held liode 
lease, and cultivated to raise the necessary crops for oonsamptlon id ik 
institntiOD. ' 

On each side of a cent«r building is a long wing, that to the r,. 
being for the male, and the other Kir the female patients. Part of iSi 
building is in bad repair, and the onter walls are cracked in BotneplBCci 
On the inside, some of the doors have settled to the extent of an indi,w 
ihe ceilings are cracked, showing that repairs are badly needed. Th 
ontward appearance of decay of the wing in which wards ten (W 
eleven were situated, which justified the special appropriation of \b 
year, was verified in the appearance of the timbers removed whenttf 
building was torn down, which upon examination were fonnd 
much decayed. 

The new wing for disturbed female patients, although not at &i 
time completed, was also examined. Dr. Brash stated that Ik 
p8rt;ient3 had taken down the partitions and cleaned the bricks of f^' 
old building, thuB saving expense to the asylum. The rooms are vS 
arranged, Windows are ou one side of the hall, which will makeiti 
cheerful corridor and give good ventilation. The buildinfi^ is oft''' 
stories and designed to aceommodate fifty patients. Exercise gronni 
for these patients will be enlarged from two to five acres. 

Each floor in the wings is called a department and is in charge o! 
a supervisor. On the lower department of each wing there are 6^ 
wards, on the next above, four, and on the npper, three, makiiiS 
twelve wards in each wing. The more quiet patients are placed it 
the wards nearest the center building. A well arranged kitchen is" 
the basement of each wing. In the basement are also the store-roomi, 
apothecary shop, cellars, etc There is also a large fan for ventilatinjf 
the building. The fire arrangements are veiy good, and every precan- 
tion is taken to secure the safety of the inmates in that direction. Tlif 
institution is supplied with water from springs some distance from tht 
building. The sewerage is good, and drains into the Mohawk rivMi 
about half a mile distant The grounds are well arranged, with ' 
number of neat flower-beds surrounding the building. The asylum "M 
in good condition generally and the paiienta looked well and were 
neatly clothed. Numbers of patients were seen out walking and sit' 
ting on the lawn. 

Fifty cows supply the patients with milk, but Dr. Gray stated that 
at least ten more cows were necessary in order to furnish an adeqnat* 
supply. 

The patients are arranged on the wards without reference to their 
being private or county patients, but solely with reference to their 
mental and general condition. There were a number of filthy pafienB 



id By Google 



State Board of Charities. 137 

in each department, and the following is a list of the nnmber of Slthy 
ebeets changed on the day of visitation : (September IS.) 

Male — First Department, 15 ; Second Department, 21 ; Third De- 
partment, 4, ■ 

Female — First Department, 17; Second Department, 34; Third 
Department, 13. 

Femai^s. 
Ward ^i- — This ward is for a convaleBcent class, and contained thirty- 
three patients and three attendants, including the supervisor, who is the 
only person outside of the physicians having comnmoication with the 
office. The attendants report to her and she reports to the office, 
and also takes the medicine in doses to the diSereut wards. This is 
the same on the male side. 

The patients were neatly clothed, and a numher were seen sewing 
for themselves or for the honse. Some rooms were furnished wita 
carpet, rocJring-chair, bureau, wash-bowl and pitcher, and looking- 
glass. Those not furnished with carpets have mats before the beds. 

Wooden bedsteads are used all through the institution, and woven 
wire mattresses were on all except about seventy-five, which are being 
discarded as soon as they are out of repair. Each bed ia furnished 
with a hair mattress, two sheets, blankets, feather pillow and white 
spread. 

There are two small dormitories on this ward with fonr beds in ei^h ; 
all the rest are single rooms. The rooms and bedding were in excellent 
condition. There were tables and chairs in the hall and pictures on 
the walls, giving to the ward a pleasant appearance. The doors to 
the rooms are raised and fan lights are above, thus giving good ventila- 
tion. Ventilators are also in the hall. 

The dining-room was in good order, and the tables were supplied 
with white table cloths. Knives, forks and crockery are used through- 
out the institution. A sittine-room for the patients was very 
neatly famished, as was also tne day-room, which has windows on 
three sides. All patients Except those disturbed, have free access to 
the garden, which contained fine flowerbeds and pleasant walks. 

The bath-room contains one tub, and a sink in which vessels are 
washed. The floor is of tile, and the room was in good order. The 
water-closet also has a tile floor, and was in good condition. Dr. Gray 
stated that the plumbingwasgood. One hopper only isconnected with 
each pipe, which runs up to the roof of the building, causing a draught 
so that no gas can enter the rooms. A lighted piece of paper was thrown 
into the hopper, where it burned fiercely, and was drawn up the pipe. 
A soap-stone trough was in this room. The pipes in the water- 
closet are flushed by water running from this trough, besides which, " 
each closet is supplied with a water-box and float, which can be so 
arranged thata certain amount of water will flow continuously. 
The clothea-room was in good order. 

Ward 4. — This ward contained thirty-one patients, all convalescenta, 

or mild eases of melancholia, and two attendants. There waa one 

dormitory containing eight beds ; all the other rooms were single. 

The rooms and bedding were in good order. The dining-room waa 

18 
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neatly arranged, and theattendante vere preparing for dinner, vhicb 
consisted of roaat pork, mashed potatoes, green corn, milk, and bnad 
and butter. A dumb-waiter rnna from the basement- to all the 
dining •rooms. The water-closet and bath-roftm were in good order. 
The patients were neatly clothed, and the general appearance of 
the ward was good. 

Ward 9. — This ward is for a disturbed class, and coatained foot 
attendants and twenty-one patients, of whom seren were filthy in their 
habits. Four covereu beds are used, three by feeble patients at night; 
the other was oceapied by a restless and distarbed patient; who wa^ 
ponnding on the coyer, and who wheQ on the hall strikes her hands 
against the walls. Two were fastened to a chair with a belt, and 
two slept on the floor. There is one dormitory, which contained ten 
iron bedsteads, and the remainder of the rooms are single. Tbt 
windows, in a few single rooms which are used for the more violent 
patients, are furnished with inside wire screens, and several of tba 

Eatients in these rooms were qaite noisy. Fart of the ceiling on the h^l 
ad fallen. The rooms and bedding* were neat, and the general sup- 
pearance of the ward was good. The water-closet and bath-room were 
in good order, and the floors are tiled. At one end of the hall, doFo 
a short ^ght of stairs, is a large day-room, with a frescoed ceilinf. 
Here the chairs are also fasten^ to the floor. 

Ward 8. — This ward is for a disturbed class, and contained fonr 
attendants, and nineteen patients, most of whom were of fllthy habiU 
One was in restraint with a mitff on account of her destractiveneas. 
Eubber sheets were on most ol the beds, yet.one mattress was fonnd soiled 
and a number had old stains. The general appearance of the ward 
boweyer was neat. The chairs in the day-room and hall are fastened 
to the floor. One patient slept on the floor on acconnt of her Ti»- 
lence. Three rooms are furnished with wire screens for the win- 
dows. The dining-room was neat, and the olothes-room, though amall, 
was in good order. The bath-room and water-closet, the floors of 
which are tiled, were clean. 

Ward 12. — On this ward there were fifteen noisy patients under the 
charge of three attendants. Three were in bed sick, one was in a 
coyered bed suffering with swollen feet, the result of constant stand- 
ing, but there was no other restraint on this hall. One patient 
had to be fed with a tube. The attendant stated that safety matches 
.are used throughouc the building, and are kept under lock and key 
in the attendants' room. 

Rooms are on one side of the hall only, and windows on the other. 
This ward was undergoing repairs, and the new wing will be attach^ 
to this part of the building. The water-closet and bath are in the 
same room and the floor is tiled ; this, it was stated, will be arranged 
as ill the other wards. The closet was not in yery good condition and 
water must be thrown in the hopper to flush the pipes. The clothes- 
room is small, neatly arranged, hut not well yentllated. 

Ward 7. — This ward is for a niised class and contained twenty-one 
patients and four attendants. Two were fllthy and one slept on the 
floor on aocottnt of her violence. One was sick ; one in restraint with 
wristlets for surgical reasons ; one had on a camisole. Four coyered beds 
are on this ward, two of which were used for disturbed patients day 
and night. One patient had been fed with a tube three weeks, the 
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whole time ehe had been on the ward. The d&j-rooni had been con- 
verted into a dormitory for the use of patients from ward twelve, which 
was andergoing repairs. This room contained fifteen beds, one of which 
was foand soiled, the explanation of which was, that the patient herself 
had made it up. A nnmberof old stains were found on the mattresses. 
IHxed chairs are used in the day-room. In one room, occupied by a 
patient in a covered bed, a bad dooi was noticed. Dr. Brush stated 
that " we are getting in a new store of mattresses and when they come' 
all those that are stained will be changed." 

Some of the rooms were anpplied with acreena for the windows. 
The water-closet and bath-room were in good order and the floors are 
tiled. A trough for washing Tessels is in each water-closet The 
patients were veil clothed, and the general appearance of the ward was 
neat. 

Wards. — This ward contained forty-three patients snfFering from 
melancholia, in charge of fonr attendants. A number were at work 
in the dining-room, which was in neat order. Two laid in a covered 
bed night and day on acooout of feebleness, and one new.patient was 
restrained with a camisole on account of her suicidal tendencies. One 
patient who bad greatly improved, stated that she did not wish to be 
moved to another ward, as she liked the patients and attendants. 
Three were Sithy in their habits. The day-room was in neat order and 
in it a number of patients were seen sewing. Fonr patients were in 
bed and one was in seclusion- Many mattresses had old stains on 
them but some of the beds were supplied with rubber sheets. The 
rooms and bedding were clean, and the ward generally was in good 
order. A slightodor was perceptible in the water-closet, and the floors 
here and in the bath-room were of wood. The patients are bathed 
once a week. Chaira and tables were in the hall and the walls were 
decorated with pictures. 

An attendant said: "New attendants are supposed to read the rules 
. when they come in; and a copy is on each of the halls. If patients are 
refractory we try to hold tbem in a chair, and after awhile they will 
probably behave themselves, when we let them go again. But if they 
do not control themselves we have to report to the doctor, and what- 
ever he says to do we do. We report to the supervisor and she reports 
to the doctor ; we never seclude or restrain them without orders from 
the physician. There is no stated time when the physician informs us 
what our duties are, but he does so whenever it is necessary." • 

Ward 3. — This ward is for a quiet chronic class, and contained 
thirty-eight patients and five attendants. N"o restraint or covered 
cribs were here in use. Three patients go from this ward to the tem- 
^ porary dormitory on ward seven. The ward generally was in neat 
order, and pictures were on the walls. The oTothes-room was tidy 
and from it runs a stairway leading to the garret where the blsinkets 
arekept. In the water-closet a leak in the ceiling was observed, and 
we were informed that the tank on the floor above was being repaired. 
A slight odor was here noticed. The floors here and in the bath- 
room were tiled and iu good repair. 

Some of the rooms were furnished with carpets, bureaus, looking- 
glusses, etc., and the bedding was neat. One attendant has charge of 
the sewing-room in which about four patients are generally employed 
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mending for the male departt 
and appeared contented. 

A speaking tube rnnsto the different wards from the o£Bce,thiiii;^ 
which the enpervisora are called by the physicianB ; bat it is not iM 
from the wards to the office. 

Ward 3. — This ward is foj- a quiet class, andcontainedthirty-tigt; 
patienta aud three attendants. Here are two small dormitories; ih 
remaining rooms are single. None were in restraint. The bil 
was neatly furnished with chairs and tables, and pictures hung on 6i 
walls. The rooms were furnished with carpets, bureans, roctnil 
chairs, wash basins, looking glasses, etc, whioa gave them acheert: 
appearance. There was also a piano on the ward. The clotfaes-nm 
was well arranged and ventilated. The bath-room and water-cloK 
were in good order, and the floors are of tile. A nnmber of mstbw 
were soiled with old stains, but the general appearance of the b!^- 
din^ was good. A nnmber of patients were observed sewing in 'ii 
sewing-room. Thedaj-room was furnished with large arm-ofaairs. Tin 
wall sare nicely frescoed, and the ward was in good order. 

(Tari^ 5.— This ward is for a demented class, and contained tiaitf- 
three patients and four attendants. Three slept on the floor, andm 
covered cribs were in nse at night. None were in restraint &« 
patients were sick in bed. The ceiling is nicely frescoed and pictnw 
were on the walls. Some of the mattresses bad old stains oathm- 
but the bedding and rooms were clean and the patienta were weii clotiHJ 
and looked contented. The clothes-room was orderly, and well tens 
lated. The bath-room was in good order, but the floors both here s" 
in the closet are of wood. The water ia supplied to the water-clwl 
through the bath tub and sink, but a bad traor wa^ perceptible T* 
dining-room was neatly arranged and in good condition. 

The hospital is on this floor on a cross hall, and a separate stair- 
case communicates with the different floors, so that visitors will i"" 
have to pass through the ward to see sick friends. Auumberof pati'"" 
were engaged in sewing in the rooms and hall. Every thing was cli*^ 
and the patients appeared comfortable. 

Ward 11.^ — This ward is for a disturbed class, and contained MX'*"' 
patients and three attendants. Three covered beds were in nBe,oiK 
during the day. A number of the bedsteads were of iron. *'" 
patients were filthy in their habits, and two were sick in bed. f" 
, chairs are faatened to the floor, but no patients were in restrain^ 
The rooms were neat and the bedding clean. The water-closet is iu <"" 
corner of the clothea-room, and this part has a tile floor. The batb-roct- 
the floor of whioh is tiled, was in good order. The day-room was clc*" 
and the patients looked well. 

Male Depabtment. | 

Ward 1. — This ward is for convalescents, and contained t"^' 
nine patients and three attendants. Wire spring mattresses are Q^ I 
The rooms were nicely furnished and in good order; the walls "^'J 
decorated with pictares, and a library, piano and games were f oroi^^ 
for the enjoyment of the patients. The clothes-room was in neator* 
and well ventilated; the dining-room was neatly furnished, and w' 
patients were well dressed and elean. The floor in the bath-room i^ 



id By Google 



State Board op Charities. 141 

of stone, and the room was in good order. The water-closet was neat with 

no perceptible odor, and ft Btone trough ia in theroomforcleaningvea- 
aela. The floor is of wood but in good condition. In the wash-room 
is a long marble slab containing three wash basins. The plnmbing is 
good and the floor is tiled. 

Ward% — This ward is for a quiet class, and contained sixteen 

giticnts and two attendants. The wire spring mattress is here nsed. 
ictures were on the walls, tho rooms were in good order and the 
patients were clean and well dressed. In tlie day-room werea nnmber 
of games for the amusement of patients, and the hall was furnished 
with chairs. The dining-room was in good order. In the bath-room 
is a long marble slab containing three wash basina Here as in the 
water-closet the floor is of tile. 

Ward 3. — This ward is for a quiet working class, and contained 
twenty-three patients and two attendants. Pictures were on the walls 
and the ward was orderly throughout. The patients were well 
clothed and neat in appearance. The hall was furnished with chairs. 
Ward 4, — This ward is for a disturbed class, and contained thirty 
patients and four attendants. Two were in restraint with wristlets 
at night, four slept in covered beds and two were filthy in their habits. 
The walls were decorated with pictures. The chairs are fastened to 
the floor in the hall and day-room, which latter room was frescoed and 
cheerful in appearance. The iron strap mattress is here used, on which 
is a straw-tick and a hair mattress. One patient, on account of his 
destructiveness, slept on a bed made on the floor. The rooms and 
bedding were clean, but some of the mattresses had old stains on them. 
There are two sets of water-closets and bath-rooms on this ward ; the 
old part was in bad condition and badly situated, with floors of stoue. 
The new part was in good condition, and the floors are tiled. The 
windows m two rooms occupied at night by violent patients, are sup- 
plied with inside blinds. One patient was in restraint with belt and 
wristlets which he wore night and day. 

Ward 5. — Tliis ward is for a demented and filthy class, and contained 
twenty-six patients and four attendants. The iron strap mattress, 
■straw-tick and hair mattress are here used. A number of mattresses 
were noticed with old stains.' Only one of the six covered beds was in 
use at night; but one patient, with a tendency to fall out of bed, slept 
on the floor. The hall is nsed as a dining-room, and sis patients had 
to be fod. The rooms are on one side and the windows on the other, , 
giving good ventilation. The water-closet and bath are in the same 
room, the floor of which is of wood, and a slight odor was noticed. The 
patieuts were weli clothed and the general appearance of the ward was 
good. The following articles were on the table for supper : bread and 
butter, tea, rice and milk. 

Ward 10. — This ward is for a quiet chronic class, and contained thirty- 
eight patients and four attendants. None were in restraint and no 
covered beds were in use. The iron strap mattress is here used. The 
doors have settled considerably on this ward, and the ceiling is cracked 
in different places. This is noticeable throughout this wing. In 
lookiug out of the dining-room window large cracks were noticed 
in the masonry, showing that the walls were settling. 

The walls were nicely decorated with pictures ; the rooms were neat, 
and three of them are furnished with inside blinds. The patients were 
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cleanly, aod a barber was shaTJnK some of tbem duiioz oc 
Tiait. The dining-room was in good order &ud clean. The kata 
and forks are counted when placed on the table and also when th: 
patients are through eating. This is a rule thronghoat the asylnit. 
The clothee-room was in neat order. The water-closet, bath-room ks 
wash-room were ingood condition, and the floore are tiled. 

Ward 11. — This ward is for a disturbed class, and contained tw? m;- 
seven patients and three attendants. One covered bed was in nse i 
night; two patients were of filthy habits, and one was in restrain'. 
with wristlets and belt. The settees are fastened to the floor. Tn: 
iron strap mattress is used, and some of the hair mattresses were cot«k 
with old stains. One patient inclined to foil out of bed, slept on &< 
floor. The water-closet and bath-room were in good order, and ttf 
floors are tiled. Fonrroomsaresupplied with inside blinds for occop^ 
tion by violent patients. The general appearance of the ward n 
good. All the patients are supplied with slippers which they exchui^ 
for their boots and shoes when they go out. 

Ward 12. — This ward is for a disturbed class, and contained twenEj- 
one patient^ and three attendants. One covered bed waa in ose at nigii'. 
to keep a patient in bed ; none were in restraint, and one was of fil!))^ 
habits. One epileptic slept on a bed on the floor. Nine rooms v^n 
furnished with inside blinds for the most violent The chairs are fastan 
to the floor. The doors and walls show the settling of the bnildii^ 
The rooms and bedding were in ^ood order, though some of the mai- 
tresses were covered with old stains. The water-closet and bath-iws 
were in good order, and the floors are tiled. The patients were nena' 
clothed and the ward generally looked well. 

Ward 9. — This ward is for a snicidal class, and contained twenty-i»' 
patients and three attendants. A special night watch isconstantljoc 
this ward at night. Some were of filthy habits bnt none were in reatrsioL 
Thirteen patients came on this ward to sleep at night, and three sl^' 
on the floor on account of lack of accommodations. Three patiecD 
were in bed, sick. The iron, strap mattress is here nsed except on tn 
covered beds, which were supphed with the wire spring mattresi 
finbber sheets were on most of we beds, and on some of the mattreea 
were old stains. The bedding was clean and the general ap- 
pearance of the ward was good. The rooms are on one side of the tiiE 
only ; windows are on the other. Two patients were in bed to keep 
them quiet because their feet were swollen from constant standing. 
The day-room was clean and in good order. The bath and water-dose: 
are in the same room the floor of which is wood, and were clean au<l 
free from odor. 

Ward 8. — This ward is for a quiet class, and contained ninetm: 
patients and two attendants. Kone were in restraint, two occnpied 
covered beds at ni^gbt, one wasfllthy in habit, and one waa sick in bed. 
Four rooms had inside blinds, and the chairs are fastened to the floor. 
The iron strap mattress is here used except on the covered beds. The 
water-closet, bath and wash-rooms were in good condition, and the 
floors a.vk tiled. The patients looked well and the ward waa in good 
order. 

Ward 1. — This ward is for a demented class, and contained twenty- 

. four patients and three attendants. Two uncovered cribs are here 

nsed ; no patients were in restraint, and only occasionally is one 
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filthy. Some of the ebsirs are fasteoed to the floor. Three rooms 
had inside blinds. The iron strap mattress is here used, and some of - 
the hair mattresses wei'e covered With old stains. Wire screens are on 
Bome doora through which {>atients can be observed by the attendants. 
A slight odor was noticed in the water-closet; the bath-room was in 
good condition, and both floors are tiled. The patients appeared well 
cared for, and the ward was orderly and clean. 

Wards. — This ward is for a quiet chronic clasa, and contained 
thirty-sevea patients and four attendants. The ceilings wore 
cracked, showing a settling of the walls. The ward was decorated with 
pictures, and the general appearance of the rooms and patients was 
neat. The patiente were seen iit dinner which was substantial. Iron 
strap mattresses are need on the beds. Games were on the tikbles in 
the day-room. The wash and bath-rooms were in good order, and the 
floora are tiled. The water-closet was clean and in good condition, 
but the floor is of wood. 

In the basement is the atore'i'oom which is divided into rooms for 
clothing, provisions, crockery, etc., and the goods were neatly arranged. 
Clothing is issued every Wednesday, when the clothing clerk makes oat 
the list which is approved by the superintendent The supervisors of 
the different departments make out the requisition. All the goods 
delivered to the clerk in charge of the store-room are entered in the 
" scale book " and a receipt given, the stub being kept in the book. 
Every thing received on the farm is entered in the " farm book " in 
the same manner. About 480 quarts of milk are used daily. The 
basement is dry and the goods seemed in good condition. 

The apothecary shop is also in the basement. The ordinary tinctnrea 
are here made and a record is kept of the medicines given. The books 
were examined and appeared to oe well kept 

A. track runs from the kitchens to the dumb waiters on which the 
food is sent to the wards. 

Books. 

Case Book. All the facts in relation to patients are immediately 
entered in the case book, in the presence of the patient when he enters, 
and if there are any defects in the information, aoircular containing a 
numherof questions is sent to his friends for informatiou. 

Article first, title first, section four. Entries are made the day the 
patient is admitted, and entries are also made from time to time, 
section complied with. 

The physicians take note books with them in their Visits to the 
wards, and make notes which, with additions that may be derived 
from the medical treatment as shown by the books in tiie apothecary 
shop, are copied into the case book. In addition to this a county book 
is kept, into which the names of patients are entered under the head 
of each county, giving the date of admission, town from, order upon 
which sent,' correspondent in the case, ^the number they represent 
from that county, the time they are discharged, with a marginal space 
to record whether suicidal, homicidal, etc. The same record is also 
kept of |)rivate patients. For more easy reference, a " long book " is 
kept, which contains the names of all tne patients in the rotation re- 
ceived. This contains all the details required for the case book in one 
single line taking up two pages, with a marginal reference for remarks. 



; nt^iOO^le 



144 Annual Hepob 

Accounts with all the patients are ki 

Title 3, section ]0, Complied with. 

Section 13. That a majority of the managers shall visit oaiei 
quarter is more than carried out, acd that all shall visit once s ^ 
is Bubstuntially complied with. 

" Managers Kecords Ko. 1 " contains in the front part entries ol 
inspection by managers, as provided in section thirteen ; that eftos 
to nave been iinally intermitted, and entries substituted o£ lioinj! 
of committees and visiting managers. The entries costiii. 
more than the statute requires, but not in the exact form; thej i' 
not contain the date, and the names of the managers who make tb) 
inspection, and each visit. Manager Swan was probably at the ssj- 
lum seventy times during the last year in the discharge of his datift, 
but not more than one-third of thos% visits are recorded. 

Sec. 15. Complied wkh. 

Sec. 18. The Euperinteiident stated that this is complied with. 

Sec, 20. The nmnes of the persons bringing patients are copied ii 
the case book, county book and long book. The anperintendft' 
stated that the papers mentioned in this section are not copied in i 
separate book kept for that purpose, but the matter has been consiliereJ 
and will be brought before the local board. He suggested that thfft 
should be books with certificate blanks, ordersof Buperintendeutsof tut 
poor, and all papers mentioned in this section printed tlierein. 

Sec, 28. Complied with. The oath is taken on the abstract of lli' 
voucher, and there is a blank for it on the back of the voucher, wbicti 
has not been generally found in other asylums. 

See. 29. Complied with. Last year the actnal difference betwffi 
cost of maintenance and receipts was |175. Private patients pay Irea 
t4 to 110, but if they need special attention they are charged for ii 
They are also charged for extras. The charge for public patients does 
not exceed the actual cost, and no distinction is made between priv'ai^ 
and public patients as to their asaigument to the wards, nor as to tt* 
food and attention which is given them in case of necessity. ^"J 
instance ; A pauper patient is given high-priced brandy and a special 
attendant if necessary, the same as a private patient. 

Steward's Books. 

Order Book. Running accounts are kept and settled at the end of 
each quarter. 

Journal or Book of Credits examined. 

Day Book and Journal. The day book is on the left page 
and the journal on the right. A copy of the bill is kept but no cop! 
of the Steward's order on the Treasurer, 

Ledger examined. At the end of the ledger is kept an account "' 
additions, alterations and repairs. 

Patients' Ledger. The accounts of public patients are kept b; 
counties. The superrisora hand in report of every thing broken ^1 
the patients, whicn is charged to them. An accidental breakage " 
not charged. 

Blotter, This book is kept by the matron, in which she enters ^1 
things issued to the patients. The entries are then copied into tw 
ledger. A blotter for the males is also kept. 
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SCHEDULE 0. 

Thb Hudson Kiteb State Hospital. 

Dr. J. M. Clbkvelajsd SuFEsiNTEKDEnr. 

Visited by Gommiaaioners Craig and Milhau July 10, 1884. 

On the day of visitation thore were 187 male and 166 female pa- 
tients in the institution. On this day 110 malea and 63 females 
were at work. The rule is, in reference to ont-door eaereise, for all 
patients who are physically strong enough, to be out part of each day 
when the weather is pleasant. On the day of visitation, however, al- 
thongh the weather 'was pleasant, two wards consisting of about 
aeventy-fivg women, did not go oat, because it was their bathing day. 

No medicine is kept in the wards. Each dose is placed in a bottle 
with the patient's name on it, and is taken by the attendant to the 
ward during different parts of the day. The night doses are pre- 
soribed each night. The prescription book was examined and found 
in good form. The apothecary room was in good order. The attend- 



Two female night watchers pass through the women's wards dnriug 
the night. Six night watchmen are employed in the institution. The 
account books were examined and appeared well kept. 

The register of aimissiona has the following headings : 

Name ; date of admission ; total number ; number for year ; how 
sent; male; female; age; civil condition; number of children; oc- 
cupation; degree of education; profession of religion ; habits; na- 
tivity ; residence ; predisposing causes ; insane relations : alleged ex- 
citing cauaea ; form of mental disorder ; accompanying bodily dis- 
order ; date of attack ; duration before admission ; number of attack; 
number of admission ; age at first attack ; time of leaving the hospital ; 
result; observations; suicidal; periodical; etc. 

The county book has the following headings: 

Kame ; residence ; time of admission ; indigent ; pauper; crimfual; 
correspondent ; number from county ; number of attack; number of 
admission; duration before admission; time in hospital; result; ob- 
servations. 

The registry of admiasion book is posted from the case book. 
Immediately upon the admission of a patient a history of his case 
ia recorded in the case book. The county book ia posted partly 
from the case book and partly from the certificates. Tliere are two 
case books used ; one for each eex. Each was written up to and includ- 
ing the niuth of July. 

The prescription record has the following headings: 

Day; night; mouth; 188..; prescription; patient's name ; ward; 
dose; 6 A. M., 13 M., 6 p.m., (undernight) dose; 8p.m.; special; 
prescribed ; discontinued. 

The restraint book has the following headings : 

Ward; name of attendant in charge of ward ; 

date ..188.,; name of patient; form of restraint; time 

19 
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when applied; time wbeo removed ; reasons stated by phjBician 
dering restraint, and hia signature 

The patients' emplojmeut record is divided off in different col- 
nmns, one for eacb day ia the moath. The different classes of work 
are given a letber of the alphabet to save space id writing. There is 
also a beading for the name; number of patients; number honrs ; 
ward ; attendant in charge ; month of 188. . 

There were sixty private patients in the institution on the day of 
visitation, for whom was received an average of sis dollars per week. 

Male Department. 

Ward 5. — This ward is for the convalescent and quiet class, and 
on the day of visitation contained forty patients in charge of two 
uttendants. The patients were neatly clothed and appeared well 
taken care of. The rooms open into the hall and were neat and 
clean as were also the beds and bedding. There were forty-four stand- 
ing beds in this ward, and none of the patients slept on the floor. The 
sitting-room is neatly furnished and the windows command a fine 
view, facing the river. The dining-room contained long mahogany 
tables and chairs, and was in neat order. The pantry opens into the 
dining-room, and contains a food heater, on which plates are warmed. 
One of these is in each pantry. The water-closet and bath-room were 
in good order. A piazza with cement fioor is on one side of the 
ward, and is reached by means of a door. 

Ward 7. — This ward ia ior the disturbed and filthy class, and con- 
tained twenty-seven patients under the care of five attendants, two 
of whom work out of doora, but sleep on the ward at night There 
were hut twenty-six standing beds, so that one patient had to sleep on 
the floor, A few open cribs were used for the weaker class. Some 
straw and some hair mattresses were in use. The sheets on some of 
the beds were not clean, and some of the mattresses were wet and dirty. 
One patient, who would not keep his clothes on, was locked in hiB 
room. The floors and rooms were in good order. The sitting-room was 
clean and arranged like the one previously described. Settees were also 
placed In the hall. 

The cleansing room where the filthiest patients are sponged and 
scrubbed, has a calked wooden floor. The water-closet and bath-room 
were in good condition. 

The clothes-room is light and well ventilated, and the clothing is 
neatly folded and placed on shelves and in drawers. 

The dining-room is nicely arranged, and contained mahogany tables 
and bent-wood chairs. Crockery anfl tin cupa are used. 

Ward 6. — This ward ia for the disturbed class, and contained forty 
patients, in charge of four attendants. No patients were in restraint 
'ay, and the attendant stated that no patient had been in re- 
ir a year. There were thirty-flve standing beds on the ward ; 
>f the patients had to sleep on the floor. Two patients were 
1 account of weakness. The rooms were light and well venti- 
10 beds clean, and the patienta well clothed and in good 
1, The sheets are changed once a week. The sitting-room 
leat order, and the clothes-room is well ventilated. Besides 
the sitting-room, seats are arranged around four posts in 
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The bath-room was neat and clean ; the tub la in the middle of the 
room so that the attendaota can walk aroimd it. The water-closet, 
containing also wash baeins, waa la good order, and no odor was 
noticed. 

WardQ. — This ward ia for the demented clasa, and contained fifty 
patieats in charge o£ .six attendants. No patients were in restraint 
on the day of visitation. The rooms were neat and clean, and all the 
beds, with the exception of two, were in good order. The patients 
were well clothed and in good condition. The dining-room is ar- 
ranged as those already described, and was neat in appearance. The 
patiepta were seen at snpper, which was wholesome and in sufficient 
quantity. There are two bath-rooms, with a copper bath-tub iu each. 
These rooms and the water-closet were in good condition, and no bad 
odor was perceptible. In the wash-room were six basins. The 
clothes-room is light and well Tentilated, and the clothing was hung 
on racks in the center of the room, and folded in drawers. 

Ward 10. — This ward is for the sick, and the demented and paralyzed 
class, and contained twenty-five patients, in charge of four attendants. 
There were twenty-one standing beds, most of which were uncovered 
■ cribs. Four patients slept on the floor. One paralyzed patient was in 
a bed, which was in a Qltby condition, but the attendant informed ua that 
the patient had been changed a number of times during the last twenty- 
four hoars. 4 separate dormitory is reserved for the filthy patients, 
and it has three exposures and is well ventilated. Two pa- 
tients were here in bed. In this ward an attendant waits on the eick 
- all night, and his duty is to change the patients whenever necessary. 

In the dining-room are long pine tables and chaira, and the arrange- 
ments are the same as in those already described. The knives and 
forks are kept nnder lock and key in the wards. In this ward some 
tin cups were in use. 

Most of the bedateads in the institution are iron with wire spring 
mattresses ; some have sheet-iron straps for springs. 

In the bath-room ia one iron tub, situated in the center of the room. 
The water-closet was in good order, and both this and the bath-room 
were clean. Rubber vessels are used by the patients at night. 

There is no sitting-room attached to this ward, the patients being 
supplied with seats in the hall. The ward and bedding generally were 
neat and clean. The patients and rooms generally had a neat appear- 



Fbmale Dbpaetmbht, 
Ward 1. — Thia ward is for the convalescent or cjuiet class, and on 
the day of visitation contained twenty-nine patients in charge of three 
attendants. Thirty standing beds were distributed in small dormi- 
tories and single rooms opening out into the hall. The bedsteads are 
of iron, with wire spring mattresses, and each ia furnished with a hair 
, mattress, two cotton sbeets, blankets, feather pillow and white spread. 
The rooms were well aired, ventilators being placed near the bottom 
of the doors and near the ceiling, in each room. The beds were neat 
and clean, and the rooms nicely arranged. The floors are of yellow 
pine and in good condition. 

In one room were seen two frames on which woolen shawls were being 



^j By Google 



148 Anndal Report of thb 

made, and we were informed that a number of the patients were en- 
gaged in that work, taking turns at tiie frames. Some finished work 
was shown which was very nicely done. 

The dining-room was in good order, contained long hard-wood tables, 
and neat wooden chairs. A pantry opens into the dining-room, which 
was arranged like those in the male department. Here is also a heat- 
ing table where the food is kept warm by steam. SiWer plated 
knives and forks, and crockery were in use on this ward. 

Some of the rooms were fitted np with closets, lounges, etc We 
were informed that county patients are treated exactly like private 
patients, and that some of these rooms belonged to the former. Tho 
doors to the rooms are so hung that the screws cao be taken oul: 
of the hinges, and the door pushed inward in case of Emergency. The 
walls are painted, and the trimming is of bard wood. Not much 
wood has been used in the construction of the building, so that there 
would not be moch upon which a fire could feed in case one broke out, 
bat on the other hand there is no filling between the ceiling and floors 
above, ao that in this respect the building is not fire-proof. The plaster is 
put on the brick, no lath being used except on the partition w{^lls and 
ceilings. The ropes on the window saahes are entirely concealed in the 
casing. 

The sitting-room in this ward Is fitted up with neat leather cush- 
ioned settees and hard-wood tables. Some of the furniture has been 
in use since 1871, and is still in good condition. Pictures were hung 
on the wall, and a fine view is had from the windows. The patients 
looked well and seemed to be contented. 

A piazza with cement floor is used by the patients in fine weather. 

The wash-room opens into the hall, and is nicely fitted up with soap 
stone basins, looking-glasses, eto. The bath-room opens into the 
wash-room, and contains two tubs. Many of the patients have wash 
pitchers and bowls in their rooms. The water-closets were in good 
order and three hoppers are in the room, sopai'ated by a high stone 
slab. No bad odor was perceptible. Here is also a wash basin. 

The clothes-room is well ventilated, and clothing hung on a rack 
in the center of the room and lUy on shelves and in drawers arranged 
along the sides. 

A dumb waiter runs the entire height of the building, and is fire- 
proof. A long hose is kept in a closet, coiled on a windlass, ready 
for nse. The water is pumped from the river, and has such force that 
a stream of water can be thrown over the building. 

Ward 3, — This ward is for the excitable class, and contained forty- 
three patients in charge of three attendants. There were only thirty- 
nine standing beds, so thht four patients had to sleep on the floor. 
One patient was strapped to the bed. The rooms were in good order 
and the bedding was clean. The sitting, dining-rooms, etc., are ar- 
ranged as in ward 1, and need no further comment than that they were 
in neat order. The patients were well dressed, neat and clean in 
their persons. In each sitting-room is a bee-hive shaped arrangement 
through which the heat passes to warm the rooms. The doors lead- 
ing out of the wards to stair cases, etc., are panelled in dark wood to 
distinguish them from the rest. In the dining-room the Troy bsnt- 
wood chairs were in use and have been since 1871, and are still in 
good order. The hall is shaped like a " T." The wash-room, bath- 
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room and water-closet were in good condition. The night lights 
used in the bnilding have bulls-eye glasaea through which the light ia 
i-eflected, tbna giving a brighter light. 

Ward 3. — This ward is for the acute and feeble cases, and contained 
thirty-five patients in charge of three attendants. Eleven patients 
slept on the floor, as there were only twenty-four standing beds in the 
ward, four of which were open cribs. 

The bedding and rooms were in good order and clean. The clothes- 
room was orderly and wel! ventilated. The bath-room contained one 
tub, placed in the middle of the room. The water-closet is arranged 
as in the other wards, and was in good order. All the floors in the bath- 
rooms and water-closets were of wood. The cleansing-room, in which 
the filthiest patients are scrubbed, has a calked floor, and connec- 
tion with the sewer. 

Seven patients, mostly old weak women, were in bed on this occasion, 
and one suiciilalcase was strapped to a chair, where she was kept almost 
all the time. She was crying, and wanted to go home. Another 
patient was strapped to a chair and had muffs on. She was very 
violent, and only a .short time previous to this visit had broken out 
the panels of the door to her room. 

The diuing and sitting-rooms were in good order and arranged as 
those already described. The seating capacity was sufficient. 

Ward 4. — Tliiswai-dis for the excitable and violent class, and con- 
tained twenty-eight patients in charge of three attendants. There 
were fifteen standing beds, including one open crib, the other patients 
slept on the floor. One patient was restrained with a mnff ; two others 
by waist straps. 

The beddiug and rooms were in good order and clean. A straw mat- 
tress with one of hair on top is used for the violent cases. 

The dining-room was in good order ; bent-wood chairs were in use. 
Some of the patients are. supplied with tin cups while the others use 
crockery. The same arrangements prevail here as in the other wards 
and in the clothes-room, sitting-room, water-closet and bath-room. 
The water in the bath tub is changed after the bathing of each patient, 
and is turned on in a closet, running in the tub near the bottom, in 
ordertoprevent the patients from turning on the water. The patients 
generrally were in good condition. 

Ward 8. — This ward is for the excited and violontolass, and con- 
tained thirty-three patients and three attendants. Nineteen patients 
slept on the floor, there being only fourteen standing beds on the ward. 
Some of the patients are very fllthy, some of the sheets requiring 
change every morning, and about twenty at least twice a week. 
Bnbber sheets are used by the filthy patients. Two patients wore 
camisoles, one because she would not keep her clothes on, and the 
other on account of destmctiveness ; a number were very noisy. Some 
were without shoes, because they could not bo kept on. Some of 
the windows are snpplied with wire screens to prevent patients from 
breaking tho glass. 

The dining-room, clothes-room, bath-room, etc, were in good order, 
and arrang»l as those already described. In the dining-room the 
tables were of pine. The patients looked fairly well. The attendant 
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Btated Ihat the physioian came to the ward at leaet once a day, and 
whenever called. 

In the basement a small room is fitted up for live patients, used as a 
brush making shop. The kitchen, bake ho aae, engine room, etc., con- 
tain all modern improvements, and were in gooU order, A wooden 
track passes the diffi^rent rooms in tlie basement, on which a car 
runs' to convey things to the dumb waiters. The ice box in the meat- 
house is capable of holding twenty-five tons of ice. 

The wa3h-)]otiso is a Eeparate building, and contains fonr washing 
machines and one ironing machine, run by steam. The drying-room 
opeus into the wash-room ; here the clothes are dried by steam. Ths 
floors are of stone. The main building is heated by hot air. In the 
winter the patients are amused by giving private theati'icals and con- 
certs. The superintendent stated that last year, during six weeks, the 
whole house was supplied with peaclies from the grounds. The grounds 
were nicely kept ; some of the patients work in the garden. 

The superintendent is assisted by Drs. Kellogg and Langdon. 



SCHEDULE D. 
Bdfpalo State Asylum eoe the Insane. 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau, of the committee on 
insane, October 3, 1S84. 

The asylum consists of sis buildings connected by corridors. The 
administration building, which wag designed as the central building, is 
of brown stone, four stories high. The remaining five strnctures are 
attached one to the other by means of flre-proof corridors. The two 
nearest the administration building are of brown stone, three stories 
high ; the nest two are of brick, two stories high, and the last is of 
bnck, one story high. The doors in the connecting corridors are of 
iron, and the floors are of tile. 

On the first floor of the administration building are the offices ; on 
the second, the apartments of the superintendent ; on the third, the 
oflScers' apartments, and on the fourth, the chapel. 

Attached to the asylum are iOi acres of laud. 
' Better arrangements wero being made for heating, ventilating and 
draining the buildings, which, as stated by the superintendent, will be 
completed by the snmmer of 1885. Fans were being placed in the 
attics, which will draw the heated air through the wards by suction, 
the hot air passing in from near the ceiling, with the ventilators near 
the floor. 

Wooden bedsteads and woven wire spring mattresses are mostly 
used throughout the asylum. 

The superintendent stated that the capacity is: males 156, females 
180, On the day of visitation there were 179 males and 171 females 
in the asylum. 
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The head atteadants m&ke reports to the supervisors, who in turn re* 
port to the office. In the rooms of the flupervisors are speaking 
tubes leading to the different wards, also telephones leading to the 
office^ There is a night watch for each department, who receives 
instructions (sometimes in writing) from the physician every evening 
at nine o'clock. If a patient needs special attention, the attendants 
alternate in taking care of him at night. It is the duty of the night 
watch to take up patients of filthy habits, and he is supposed to have 
the wards in as good condition in the morning aa he received them at 
night. . The only check is the i-eport of the attendants as to the .con- 
dition of patients in the morning. Dr. Andrews stated: "I would 
lather depend apon the integrity oF my night watches than upon any 
apparatus. They might call on the apparatus but not attend to their 
duty. A watchman may be hindered so that he may not be able to be 
at the place to ring the bell at the proper time, etc." 

The superintendent stated that about 4,000 cubic t^et of air are 
allowed each patient, even in the over-crowded condition in which the 
asylum was on this occasion. All the restraining apparatus is kept in 
the medical office. 

A hose is on one floor in each building, and fire extinguishers are in 
the attendants' raoms on each ward. The water supply is received 
from the general city reservoir.' Ice water was on each ward in the 
dining-room. Enives and forks are used thi-oughout the asylum except 
by the most violent patients. Safety matches are used and issued 
to attendants only, and the box must be returned before another 
is supplied. The supervisor makes monthly inspections of the bedding, 
etc. 

Four male epileptics under sixteen years of age were in the asylum 
on the day of visitation. The physicians visit the wards occasionally 
at night at irregular hours. 

FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 

Building "A." 

Ward A 1, — This ward is for a quiet class, and contained twenty-eight 
patients and three attendants. The supervisor has her room on this ward. 
Windows are on one side of the main hall, and rooms on the other. 
There is across hall in the center, andattheeod is a small hall opening 
into the main hall. The ceiling is sixteen feet high. The waJls are 
painted in oil and can be washed. There are three dormitories ; the 
remainder are single rooms. The rooms are neatly furnished with 
bureaus, looking glasses, wardrobes, etc., and the wmdows are neatly 
curtained. Each bed is supplied with a hair mattress, two sheets, 
blankets, feather pillow and white spread. In the hall were rocking 
chairs, lounges, tables, etc, which gave a home-like appearance to the 
whole ward. At one end of the nail was a stand on which were a 
number of plants. 

The doors to the rooms are raised from the floor, and fan-lights 
are above for ventilation. The superviaui'^s office is in the dothes-room 
Tbich was neatly arranged and well ventilated. A fire extinguisher is 
kept in the attendants' room, and on the hall is a ping in acfoset, bat 
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no hose. There iaadustBhute on each floor, and also a small closet for 
brooms, etc. 

The bath-room was in good ordt^r, and coniaihed a porcelain tub and 
tile floor. The water is turned on with a key. The wash-room, the floor 
of whiehisof wood, eon taina three neat marble topbasinB,and theroom 
was in good order. In the water-closeta the floor is of tile. Two hop- 
pers-are connected with separate six-inch soil pipes, which are trapped 
in the basement and run up to the roof. Only one hopper ie attached 
to each pipe throughout tho asylum, l^n this room is also a soapstone 
trough for cleaning vesaels. Ko odor was perceptible. Stone fire- 
proof staircases run t^o the different doors. 

Ward A 2. — This ward is for a convalescent c1a8B,and contained 
twenty-eight patients and two attendants. Here are the same arrange- 
ments as on ward A 1. In the hall were rocking chairs,' common chairs, 
a table and piano. The rooms were neatly furaished, the bedding in 
good order, and the patients were well clothed and seemed contented. 

Ward A 8. — This ward is for a demented class, and contained thirty- 
two patients and three attendants. Seven patients had flithy habits, 
iiiid about fifteen sheets were change^I on the morning of this visit; 
cotton mattresses are used. The chairs in the hall are fastened to the 
llnor. Wire screens are on five of the windows to prevent patients 
puRSiiig through tho bars, which are too far apart. The patients 
wore seen at uinner, and wei-e well clothed and quiet. One patient 
WHS oiUiuff iior meal in tho hall, as she disgusted the others if permitted 
tiiont at tlio tabic. A dumb-waiter is in each dining-room; also a port- 
able closet and a water cooler. In the bath-room the water is raised 
hy mcuuB of a small hand pump, as there is only a slight flow on this 
llnor, in oonsequence of which there is a slight odor in the water-closet 
Tlio gonenil appearance of the ward was good. 

BUII.DIITQ " B." 
This building is a duplicate of "A" with which it is connected. 
Wiml li !■ — This ward is fora quiet class, and contained thirty- 
..... .,uii,.|)|m and throo attendants. On this hall is a library for both 

il fcuuile departments. The first books were contributed by 
iriiWH, anil now there isalibraryot about fourhundred volumes. 
001111 imd linll wore neatly furnished. Eed tablecloths are 
tlio Inbles between meals, but none during meals. In the 
room the boxes are numbered, one for each patient. This is the 
all Ihruiigb the asylum. A number of patients were engaged 
Tliu imlionts were well clothed, and the ward looked neat. 
It 'i.- "TliiH ward is for a disturbed class, and contained 
.ftKlmitH and twenty-seven patients, five of whom were fllthyin 
tliit*. None were in restraint, but occasionally it isueces- 
imdflliali'iHi'uin tho ball, and some tables. The rooms are neatlv 
il with wardrobes, bureaus, etc., and were clean and in^good 
Two oov<'ivd beds are on the ward, which were in use at night. 
Itliuiit lliu (Kivor, was in nse during the day by a feeble, 
imllpnt who had to be fed with a tube. One dormitory con- 
(ivii bmU in ventilated and lighted by only one window. The 
r^riium whi In good order, but the air was bad. In the bath- 
P Water wiii leaking from the floor above. 
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■ Ward B 3. — This ward is for the most disturbed clasa, and con- 
tained twenty-four patientB and four attendants. None were in re- 
fltraint, but occasionally restraint is necessary. A camisole was on 
the ward, and was used two nights previously. Having the camisole on 
the ward was against the ordera, but the bead attendant was new, 
and said she did not know it. 

A slight odor was noticed in the watet-cloBet, due to the scant water 
supply. The water ia pumped into the bath tab. 

A Dumber of straw ticks are used for the filthy patients. When ticks 
.are soiled, the attendant stated, that clean ticks and new straw are 
furnished, and the soiled ticks sent to the laandry. Fixed chairs are 
in the hall. The most disturbed patients are kept in the center cross- 
hall, separate from the other patients, with an attendant always in 
charge. In this cross-hall theit? are noclosets, and sick chairs are used. 
Ten of the rooms are supplied with inside wire screens for the win- 
dows. In one room was a straw tick covered with heavy canvas. This 
was placed on the Root at night for a destructive and suicidal patient. 
The blankets were also strong. Three covered beds were on this ward, 
but only one was used at night by a destructive patient. The sewing- 
room Wfcs in good order and well ventilated. 



MALE DEPARTMENT. 

BriLDING " 0." 

This building ia two stories high, but the wards are arranged as 
those in the buildings already described. 
.-Ward CI. — This ward is for a convalescent class, and contained 
thirty-three patients and three attendants. Three slept on cots 
which were placed in the hall of the center crosB-hall. The cots are 
the same size as the bedsteads, and each has a woven wire spring mat- 
tress. The rooms are supplied with bureaus, looking glasaea, etc., and 
the hall contained rocking chairs, tables, common chairs and an organ. 
In the sitting-room games were on the tables. The ward was in good 
order, and the patients were well clothed and appeared contented. 

Ward G 2. — This ward is for a quiet clasa, and contained forty 
patients and three attendants, with an extra attendant at night. One 
patientslept on a spring cot at night. Fixed and common chairs are 
in the hall. Two rooms were supplied with inside wire screens for 
the windows. Papers and books were scattered around on the different 
tables in the hall. The rooms and bedding were clean, but some of 
the mattresses had old stains. The patients wore well clothed and 
clean. Since August 15th, two patients were in restraint, one twenty- 
three and the other twelve hours. None were in restraint on this 
occasion. 

Building "D." 

This building is a duplicate of building "C." 

Ward D 1. — This ward is for a conyaleseing class, and contained forty 

Satienta and four attendants. Seven slept on the spring cots at night, 
'be patients were out walking at the time of the visit. In the hall were 
20 
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some fixed chairs, some tiibles, common chairs and a melodeon. The 
rooma were neatly famished. Odb dormitory on this as on the other 
wards has only one window, which makes it quite dark and ill yentilated. 
On the tables in thesitting-room were a number of games. The office of 
the aaaistant supervisor is lu the-elothea-room, where there are speak- 
ing tubes connecting aJI the wiirds, and also tiic superviBor's office. 
The patients looked well, and the ward was in good order. 

Ward D 3. — This ward is for a demented class, and contained 
thirty-seven patients and four attendants. Five slept on the spring 
cota, and eight had filthy habits. A number ©f fixed and rocking- 
chairs were in the hall. In the tailor-Bbop, in charge of a tailor, were 
three patients mending clothiDg^ A siok man occupied a covered bed, 
and two feeble patients slept on the floor to prevent their falling out 
of bed at night. Three inside wire sci'eens were on the windows in 
different rooms. Two sheets and three mattresses were found soiled 
and many mattresses had old stains. £ach room was supplied vdth a 
wardrobe. 

ButLDINQ "E." , 

This building is one story high. 

Ward E 1. — This ward is for a mixed class, and contained thirty 
patients and three attendants. Abouttwelve were disturbed, and the re- 
mainder only periodically so. Some of these were the moat disturbed, 
patients in the male department. Four had filthy habits. Fixed chairs 
are in the hall. The noisy patients are kept in the crosa-hall. Ten win- 
dows are supplied with inside wire screens. Tiro covered bed^ were used 
at night. One patient was iu secluaion on account of violence. A few 
had their coats buttoned from behind so that they could not take them 
~ were in good order, and the patients well clothed and 

lis visit 

Grounds. 
were noticed alarge stack of hay and one of straw, with 
)vor the former only. Dr. Andrews stated that there 
laru room, and hence much straw and hay was wasted. 
»id 1 " We want a grain and hay barn, a piggery, 
louso, paint shop and fences for yards; all of wnich 
t between five and six thousand dollars." 

is a small wooden structure. The farm barn is a 
building, well ventilated. About sixty gallons of 

I fiHira the twenty cows, which supply all the needs 
'I'lio piggery is a plain board structure, but neatly 
Miouso, nose cart and shops are in a one- story brown 
Tiio laundry is in a one-story brick building, and a 
s the machines the exhaust steam from whicli heats 

II washing The floor is of stone, and the room con- 
WHHhiug machines and a number of stationary tubs. 
In is Mwd, and the drying is done by eteam. The 
inn-room is of wood. Washing is done every day 

Dr. Andrews stated that as many as sixty sheete 
1 lur OHO |wtJoiit in a week. 
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The kitoheD is id a onestory brown stone building, connected with 
the bEtsementa of the main buildings by corridors, aud contains ali 
modern improvements. The floor is of tile. 

Books. 

Case Book. — All admissions were entered up to date, and entries 

are made from time to time iu all cases. The intention is, to have 

eDtries made at least once a month, but where there is no change in a 

Satient entries are made about five times a year. The admission and 
iacharge book was examined and found written up. 

Dr. Andrews stated that Dr. Smith visited toe asylum August 
30 and had examined the papers for the three pievioua months. Com- 
missioner Craig examined them for the previous month, and found 
the ijigDatures of the judgt's and medical men correct. No patients 
are admitted without reguhtr papers. 

The report of the night watch gives a detailed account of the con- 
ditionof patients, etc. 

Undpr Sec, 10, title 3. — Case book kept; admission and discharge 
book ; blanks relative to the work on wards ; reports of attendants ; 
night watch reports ; movements of patients, etc. ; apothecary's report ; 
medicine given ; books showing financial condition of asylum ; copies 
of iettera, filing letters received ; requisition book ; farmer's book, etc. 

Under Sec. 12. — Dr. Andrews stated that the secretary keeps such a 
book, Kecord of doings of executive committee kept in a separate 
book. The secretary and ti-easnrer are the same. 

Under Sec. 13. — The managers' visiting book shows individual visits 
and meetings. Nine out of ten members were present at tbe last 
quarterly meeting in July. Bight were present in April, Seven 
members were present at the annual meeting, one of the absentees being 
in Europe. Over seventy individual visits were made by managers 
besides those at the meetings. 

The record and census book, from which the annual report is made 
up, was examined. 

Under Sec, 15. — The treasurer has no interest in the bank in which 
the funds are deposited. No money is paid unless by check. Vouch- 
ers are signed by the superintendent and steward, and audited by the 
auditing committee. 

Copies of bills are furnished to the treasurer quarterly ; but if a 
patient is discharged in the meantime, the bills are sent to the 
treasurer immediately. 

Sec. 27. — Complied with. 

Sec. 38. — Purchases are made on thirty days, which is considered 
cash. 

Sec. 39. — The price for keeping patiente is fixisd every year and is 
regulated by the cost to the institution. The last price was four dol- 
lars per week, which was less than cost, the difference being made up 
by private patients. 

Sec. 30. — It is to a certain extent complied with by entries in the 
case book, book of admissions and coanty book, but the papers are not 
copied. 

The county book or long book contains name, date of admission, 
total number, number for year, how sent, man, woman, age, civil 
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condition, nnmber of children, occupation, degree of education, pro- 
fession of religion, habita, nativity, residence, insane relatione, alleged 
exciting causes, form of mental disorder, accompanying bodily dis- 
order, date of attack, duration before admission, numiier of attack, 
nnmber of admission, age at first attack, time of leaving the asylum, 
time in asylum, result,'observatious, suicidal, periodical, etc. 

Register of patients in counties. The patients of each county are 
entered separately, with name, case book, page, when admitted, when 
discharged, order, officer committing, residence, date of attack, num- 
ber of attack, number of ndraission, observationa, results. 

Register of private patients kept in the same book. 

Dr. Andrews stated thitt the average papers with eaeh patient are 
three, with many irregular papers; and if section twenty is legally 
followed out, more clerical help will be required. No blanks could be 
printed to facilitate the work, as 'the papers vary so much. 

Under Sec, 17. Original purchase bills examined. The invoices 
are checked and then entered in the invoice book. They are then 
placed in the form of vouchers, three copies of which are made. 

Ledger examined. Book containing accounts of special approjjri- 
ations examined. This contains amount expended for special repairs, 
improvements, etc. 

Accoiiats are kept with individual patients; also book containing 
articles issued to patients. 

Apothecary's books examined. Records of medicine given. All 
medicines are put up in small cups in doses and given to the supervi- 
sors fonr times a day, who take them to the wards. 



SCHEDULE E. 

State Hohceofathic Asylum for the Insane, Middlbtown, N". T, 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau of the Committee on 
Insane September 2, 1884. Escorted through the main bnilding and 
first pavilion by the Superintendent, Dr. S. H. Taleott. 

The buildings are in good repair and many improvements have been 
made on the grounds since the last visit. On each side of the main 
building is a detached structure, connected with the main bnilding by 
means of a long corridor. 

Na distinction, as far as treatment is concerned, is made between pri- 
vate and public patients. Hf any of the rooms were carpeted, all the win- 
dows werecnrtiined,andmanyofthem furnished with lambrequins. Each 
building has a supervisor whose duty it is to look after the uiteudants, 
iastruot new hands, and take charge of and mark the clothing of pa- 
en they enter the institution. The male supervisor is paid 
id the female $39, per month. Each supervisor makes 
report to the medical superintendent night and morning, as 
dition of critical cases and any unusual occurrence. Ward 
e also made by the head attendants to the assistant phy- 
!he history of idl new cases is reported to the superintend- 
■ sflsistantphysicians, aud he prescribes for them and directs 
ittneut. The snperinteDdent visits the wards at least onoe a 
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week but not at rognlar hunrs, aod vhen lie has time bis visits ar& 
made ofteaer. 

There is a night watch for each building. Each carries a time 
clock, and his or lier visits to the different wards are all recorded in 
the office by means of an electric clock. 

Every patient is weighed oii entering the institntion, and is after- 
wards weighed once a month and records kept of the same. 

All the doors to the patients' roomsare furnished with a small 
sliding window so that the attendants can watch them from the hall. 
The rooms and halis are well ventilated. At each end of the halls is 
a line of hoae fifty feet long, besides which hand grenades are in clos- 
ets for nae in case of fire. Ice water, in coolers on the halls, is fur- 
nished for all the patients. The water is pnmped into a large tank on 
the roof. 

The woven wire spring mattress is used on all the beds. 

There is a library of 1,800 Tolnmea for the use of the patients, and 
the books were covered and in good condition. 

Main Building — (Females). 

On the Srat floor are the offices. 

On the second floor there were twenty-one convalescent patients, in 
charge of five attendants. Two of the patients were private. This 
ward was neatly furnished, and the patients appeared contented. The 
rooms were carpeted, a number contained rocking chairs and all were 
supplied with common chairs. The windows were curtained and 
those in the ball supplied with lambrequins. The hall was decorated 
with pictures which gave it a pleasant appearance. 

There are two dormitories on this hall besides a number of single 
rooms. Some of the. bedsteads are of wood and others of iron. 'ITie 
bedding was sufficient and clean. 

J?he dining-room and pantry were in neat order. Knives, forks and 
crockery are used. Each pantry in the asylum is supplied with a 
"hot closet "for keeping the food warm ; also with an ice boi. On the 
day of visitation tiie dinner consisted of corn beef and cabbage, pota- 
toes, tomatoes and bread and butter, while milk and beef tea were 
provided for some. Two varieties of vegetables are always served for 
dinner. White table-cloths, plated knives and forks, and napkins 
were used. 

The day room was neatly furnished and contained a piano. 

The water-closet and bath-room were in good condition, and no bad 
odor was perceptible, but the floors all through the building are of 
wood. The clothes-room was in neat order, and well ventilated. 

A perforated iron pipe rnns along the ceiling in the halls, and in 
case of fire the water can be turned on and the floors and walls quickly 
inundated. A fire-proof staircase also runs from the lower to the 
upper floor. 

On the third floor there were thirty-six patients of a violent and 
eicitable class, in charge of fonr attendants. Eleven were in bed and 
five of them were fastened with the protection sheet. 

The rooms were neatly furnished and looked cheerful. The ward is 
arranged the same as the one already described. The day room was 
cheerful and contained an organ. 
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Two strong rooms are on this hall which are occnpied by the moat 
violent patients. The doors are of heavy wood aud the walls are 
covered with boaivls so that the patient can destroy nothing. 
The bedsteads are fastened to the floor. Tho most violent have their 
meals served in theirrooms.and no knives orforks are allowed them, bat 
the fuod is cut up and they cat it with a spoon. In the dining room 
knives and forks are supplied, and are kept under lock and key when 
not in itEG. Napkins are furnisln^d all the patients. 

A fire-proof stairway is at eiioh end of the building, and the hose in 
this building is in tho center of the halls. 

Fourth floor. Here there were thirty patients also of a violent class, 
in charge of four attendants. Thi'ee patients were in bed fastened with 
the protection sheet and four were fastened to chairs. Four strong rooms 
are up in the tower and all were occupied at night. 

On this ward there is one dormitory. The rooms were not carpeted, 
but were in neat order. The bedding was clean and the patients 
looked well. The dining-room, clothes-room, water-closet and bath- 
room were in good condition. 

In the basement are the store roomB, kitchen, etc. A brick shaft 
goes up through the bniJdiug in which aTo the water pipes,- etc. A car 
runs on a track to the elevators in the main and detached buildings. 
The main building is heated by direct, and the detached buildings uy 
indirect radiation. 

The kitchen contains all modern improvements, and most of the 
cooking is done by steam. ' 

The milk, butter, meat and bread rooms were in neat order. Foar 
kinds of bread, baked in the building, are used. 

Ladders are in the basements of all the buildings, to be used in case 
of fire, 

FiBST Pavilion (Femalbs). 

Detached Building. 

On the first floor there were twenty convalescent patients, in charge 
of four attendants, including a seamstress. There was also a private 
attendant on this floor The su peri n ten den.t stated that tho patienta 
are classified throughout the asylum without regard to their being 
private or public. A number of patients were sewing in the sew- 
ing mom, which was tastfully fitted up. Home of the rooms contained 
one and others two beds. The rooms were neatly furnished and the 
bedding was clean. The windows were curtained, and pictures were 
on the walls. The day room was fitted up like a parlor. The clothes- 
room was in neat order and well ventilated. 

The water-closet and bath-room were in good order ; the patients 
are bathed once a week and oftenerifnecessary, the water being changed 
after each patient. The wash-room contains three marble basins. 
There are two bath-rooms with tiled floors, each having a stationary 
tub in the center. The pipes are so arranged that the patients 
cannot turn on the water, and on each tub are the words " always 
turn on cold water first." 

The dining-room was neatly fitted up; table cloths were on the 
tables, and each patient was supplied with a white napkin. 
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The ceiling was frescoed and pictures were on the walls. The 
general appearance of the ward was excellent. 

A atone staircase runs to the top of the building. In the pnblio 
hall on each floor is a small closet or room heated by steam in which 
the mo|>8, cloths, etc., are dried. 

Second floor. On this floor there were thirty-one patients of a violent 
class, and four attendants. The settees are fastened-to the floor. 
Three strong rooms were occupied at night. Two patients were in 
bed, one fastened by a protection sheet, the other sick with chills 
and ferer. Deodorizers were used in some of the rooms. The rooms 
and bedding were in neat order and clean, and some of the beds were 
supplied with rubber sheets. The clothes- room, dining-room, water- 
closet and bath-room were in good order. 

The walls were decorated with pictures and mottoes, which gaTc 
the hall a pleasant appearance. The patients were well dressed. The 
superintendent stated that the assistant physicians go through the 
wards at least once, and sometimes as often as three times a day. . 

The third floor is a duplicate of the one jnst desci-ibed, but is not 
occupied and is unfurnished. 

Pavilion No, 3 (Males). 

Detached, connected with mai?i building by a corridor. 

Dr. 0. S, Kinney here took us in charge and escorted ns through 
the male building. 

This building is four stories high, one higher than the first pavilion. 

On the tpp floor is the hospital in which there were ten patients, 
under the charge of two attendants. These patients were weak and 
all of them futhy andhelpless, needingconatantcareand attention. 
Eight were in bed and two were sitting in the day room. There is a 
night nurse in charge at night. The medicines were in glasses on the 
mantlepiece with tlje names of the patients for whom prescribed. The 
■ room was well ventilated and looked cheerful. The beddiug was clean, 
although some of the patients had to be changed five times a day. 

The water-closet was in good order, and no odor was noticed. In 
the wash-room were four marble top basins. 

On the third floor were fifty patients of a disturbed and restless 
class, and four attendants. A cross hiiW is on each floor which is oo- 
cnpied by the most violent patients. Rome of the patients go out to 
work. All the rooms on the cross halls are strong rooms. No knives 
or forks are used on these halls, and no crockery, but porcelained tin 
dishes. The doses of medicine are kept in a small closet on the mantle- 
piece. 

In the dining-room the tables are covered with oil cloth, and 
benches are used . 

The rooms and bedding were In good order and clean, with the ex- 
ception of one bed which was soiled with tobacco juice. The sheets 
lire changed once a week and oftener, if necessary. Straw mattresses 
are need. 

Dr. Kinney stated that neither chloral nor bromides were used; 
they depend entirely on the homceopathic principle throughoat. 

The clothes-room was in good order and well ventilated. Thewater- 
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closet and bath-room were in good condition. The patients are bathed 
every Friday morning. lu the day room a number of patients were 
reading papers. The walls were decorated and the general appearance 
•waa cheerful. 

On the second floor there were fort^-one patients of the intermediate 
class, and four attendants. One patient was sick in bed. 

In the dining-room, knives, forks and crockery are used. The room 
was in neat order. In the day room a number of patients were play- 
ing dominoes, checkei-s and reading papers. The water-closet and 
bath-room were neat and clean, as were also the sleeping rooms and 
bedding. Pictures were on the walls and the ward looked pleasant. 
The patients were all well clothed; none were in restraint. 

On the first floor were twenty-eight convalescent patients, three 
general and two special attendants. The rooms were carpeted and 
furnished with bnreans and rocking chairs. The windows were cur- 
tained, and in the day room was an organ. Abilliardroom containing a 
billiard table is on tnis floor, and two patients wei-e playing the game. 
In most of the rooms were two bods. 

The bath-room and the water-closet were in good oMer, and no 
odor was noticed. The patients were well clothed and appeared con- 
tented, and no restraint is used in the asylum unless ordered by the 
physician. 

Books. 

The case hook was written up to and including the Ist of Septem- 
ber. The record of the cases is kept in a separate book, and is copied 
into the case book when the patient is discharged. 

Certificates of admission for the last three months examined and 
found to be in good form. 

Title 3, sec, 10. General Laws. There is no particular book corre- 
sponding to this section, except the letter book, case book, night 
watch's Dook, ward reports, steward's reports, etc. These reports are 
summarized in the annual report, * 

Sec. 13. The superintendent and the chairman of the building com- 
mittee (who was present) each stated that the secretary has a record 
book, which lie brings to the meetings. 

Sec. 13. Date of visits by trustees as follows: January 1, 3, 11, 
15, 34, 30 ; February 4, 13, 20, 26 ; March 12 : April 2, 21; May 14, 
31 ; June 20, 23, 34; July 5, 21, 33, 36, 30; August 9, 12, 25, 28 ; 
September H. These are visits independent of the regular quarterly 
meetings. 

The book showing quarterly visits and inspections of a majority of 
the trustees was not in the office, but the superintendent and the chair- 
man of hntlding committee stated that there is such a book. Every 
member of thehoard, with the exception of oue, has inspected the 
asylum within the past year. The book of visitation is signed by the 
trnsteee personally. 

Sec. 15. The treasurer deposits all moneys as soon as received, and 
makes all payments by check. The steward stated that he compares 
bis account with that of the treasurer once a year. The steward 
makes all the purchases under the direction of the snperintendetit. 

Sec. 18. Complied with. 
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• Sec, 20. The names of persona briuging patients are entered in a 
book called the address book, and the certificates are copied into a 
ledger or cuse book. 

Sec, 38. Every tbiog is bought for cash ; that is, currency or on 
thirty days' time, which, in business, is considered casli. The oath of 
the creditor is taken at the time the voucher is taken up. Section 
complied with. 

Title 7. sec. 2. Superintendent stated: "That is a rule strictly 
adhered to, except that a small part of the printing (last year about 
(7U) is done at the office of one of the trustees, as it is just as cheap 
and the work is better than we eet at other places." 

Sec. 3. Superintendent stated that a quorum is seven. Nothing 
done without a quorum, and generally at least eight members are 
present. 

Sec, 8. Complied with. 

{The by-laws, Ko. 3, provide for qnornm of five, while the statute 
calls for a quorum of seven. ) 

The "Patients' Ledger," '-Day Book Journal" and "General 
Ledger" were examined and found written up. 

Grounds. 

Tlie grounds were neatly arranged. The supenntendent stated that 
the patients find great pleasure in visiting the three hot houses on the 
grounds in winter. Flowers are scattered through thedifEerent wards 
which give them a cheerful appearance. 

There are five wells on the premises, from which the water is pumped 
for the nse of the institution. 

The boiler-house is situated about 300 feet from the main building. 
In one part are five large boilers, pump, etc., and in the other part is 
the laundry. Here three washing-machines and one wringer operated 
bj steam, are used ; also a steam mangle and a machine for ironing 
collars, cuffs, etc, A number of stationary wash-tubs were also in.use. 
In a separate room a number of females wore employed ironing by 
hand. Here the drying is done by steam. Between five and six 
thousand pieces are washed weekly, 

A two-story and mansard roof brick building is occupied by the engi- 
neer and his family and some of the female help. There is also a two- 
Btory brick stable on the grounds. 

About twenty-five patients worked on the farm and the same num- 
ber worked in the buildings. 

A number of patients were seen out walking and others were 
playing croquet. 

Special Affbopbiaiiofs. 
The superintendent : " We would like an appropriation for two 
blocks of day i-ooms, one for each pavilion, but could get along with 
one for the present; then covered terraces for exercise grounds; also 
furniture. In order of preference as follows: 1. Covered terraces 
wiiich would extend back of the boiler-house, $6,000, The intention 
is to use them for violent patients. 3. Furniture, about (4,000. 
8. A block of day rooms, *25,OO0. 
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" We want day rooms for the better care of our excitable patients. ■ 
The corridors referred to in jour last report are built simply of wood, 
are full of windows, and would be no protection whatever for violent 
patients. Thau it would be impossible to properly heat them. They 
might do very well for quiet patients — but they are in constant use. 
They ars passage ways coouecting with the main building and employees 
aud visitors are coustautly passing throagh them. ' 

" The most violent patients are in the cross halls of fcbe different wards. 
The long halls are provided with day rooms but the cross halls are not 
where we need day rooms most. The halls are seventy feec long and 
eight wide and windows only at each end. Then again, if patients get 
qnarrelling at one end and the attendant is at the other, he has to run 
seventy feet before he can separate them ; whereas if we had these day 
rooms they would be right around him. In building them we would 
arrange to make dormitories on each floor. They wonld be built at 
the ends where the cross halls are. Allowing eight beds in each dor- 
mitory ; that would make thirty-two in the block for the male and 
twenty-four in that for the female department. These dormitories 
would be exceedingly convenient for suicidal cases. I am sick of single 
rooms for this class; they should be placed in dormitories, six or eight 
in each, with an attendanL This could very readily be done if we had 
these day rooms. All the dormitory space is occupied except one floor 
for women which is not in use. Wehavefortymorepatienteuow than 
we had last year. A distinction should be made between chronic and 
acute asylums. 

" We had *150,000 appropriated for pavilion No, 3. Besides building 
this, .we built the corridor and sub-way all for one hundred and forty- 
nine thousand and some odd dollars and left the remainder in the 
Comptroller's hands. The first estimate was about Jil26,000, but after 
the delay when we commenced to build, material had become dearer 
and cost tl49,0CK). We will furnish you with a diagram and an approxi- 
mate estimate for these tilings. 

"A large number of our patients can walk outside where there is no 
restraint, but we have a small class that could not, for whom we want 
these covered terraces. I,looked the asylums abroad all over very care- 
fully. I went to five asylums in Ireland — Cork, Killarney, Dublin, 
Belfast — they all had means for protecting their patients. At Morn- 
ingside they have protecting walls all around. Then the best hospitals 
in London are protected in that way and also those in Paris. In 
Switzerland there was no apparent restraint in front, and finally we 
■truck these open courts in the rear protected by fences twelve or fifteen 
feet high. Isaid, 'You have got these corridors ?' Theofficersaid 'Yes, 
we have to have them. You talk about freedom — the fact is where yoa 
have insane people you have to take care of them where they can be 

Iirotected.' That was the testimony of one of the most liberal men I 
lavo ever seen. That institution is two miles from Berne. 

"The patients forwhom we want these terraces would have to remain 
In the house the most of the time without them." 
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illed by the former first asaiatant. Dr. P. M. 

irongh the south wing of the main building. 

iQ thei'e were 850 male and 973 female patients 

n all 1,823. 

ally situated on the eastern bank of Seneca 

lins about 1,000 acres, almost all of which were 

i-e are six groups of buildings, the groups being 

ich other. A physician resides in each group 

e, where Dr. Hopkins, resident physician of 

rge. A railroad runs to all the groups, by 

a are macie with the main building. Three , 

! water taken from a branch fed by springs. 

Dm the lake. Besides this, each group of build- 

ppliea water for drinking "purposes. On the 

carpenter, tailor, shoe and plumbing shops, in 
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ground floor and numbering up, then again 

loor and running up, and so on until the south 

ng has lately been built, the upper floor of 
ping apartments for some of the help. 



MAIN BUILDING. 

I divided into three parts ; the center, north 
the center are the offices, apothecary shop, 
1 office, etc. In the telegraph office is a tele- 
'ith all the groups. There is also another tele- 
l the line of railroad to Ovid, about two milea 
era, about five milea distant. 

JTH WiNO — (Females). 
i wings are three warda, called a department. 
charge of a supervisor who accompanied us. 
a quiet class, and contained forty-one patients 
idants. Some of the patients were filthy in 
tpt on the floor. 

itated that the patients are clasaifled with re- 
would accrue to them, and not with regard to 
eaa. If apatient ia apprehensive that he or 
I a one would not be placed where there wera 
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The walls in thia and in u,li the buildings are covered with a silicate 
enamel, which can be washed with soap and water. 

There are three dormitories in this ward, each seventeen feet Ion?, 
twelve feet wide, and eleven high, and seven beds were in a room ; M 
the rest are single rooms. Wooden bedsteads are used thronghout the 
institation. The woven wire spring mattress is used on this hall; 
besides which each bed is supplied with a thin hair mattresSjtwo sheets. 
white spread and a feather pillow. The beds for filthy patients were 
supplied with rubber sheets. 

The windows were curtained, pictures were on the walls, and some of 
the rooms were carpeted. The settees were cushioned, making it very 
comfortable for the patienta. 

The clothes room was in neat order and well ventilated, and there 
was a separate bos in this room for the clothing of eauh patient. The 
clothes are all marked with the name of the patient, so that they never 
become mixed in the wash or otherwise. The sheets are also marked 
with the number of the ward and letters of the building. This is the 
rule throughout the institution. 

The wasn-room contains one iron sink with running water. The 
flbor is tiled, and every thing was in neat order. 

There are two 4ioppers iu the water-closet, and the water ia kept 
running at all times, except when the patients are out on the grounds. 
The plumbing was in good order, and no bad odor was perceptible. 
The flooring is of tile and was clean. 

The bath-room contains two iron tubs which were qlean and in good 
order. Here also is a tiled floor. This room does service for two wards. 
The patients are bathed once a week, and only one in the same water. 

The beds and bedding were clean, and the general appearance of 
the ward was very good. One patient was sick in bed ; all the rest 
looked well and were neatly dressed. Wone were in restraint, and no 
restraint is used except on tfie written order of the physician in charge. 
The medicine is received by the supervisors of all the departments, 
and by them distributed through the wards. Each cap bears the 
name of the patient, and contains one dose. 

The dining-room was neat, and knives, forks and crockery are 
used. The day-room is small, but was in good order. The seating 
capacity of the ward was ample. 

Haiti. — This ward is for a quiet class and contained twenty-six 
patients, some of whom were filtny in. their habits, and three attend- 
ants. Three patients were compelled to sleep on the floor on account 
of lack of accommodations. The arrangements are about the same as 
in the wardalready described. The bath-room and closet of ward 1 
are used by the patients in this ward. 

The clothes-room was in good order, the beds were neat and the 
patients were well dressed, No restraint was used on the ward. The 
settees were cushioned and the seating capacity sufficient. 

Jfall 7. — On this hall there were twenty-two patients, mostly epi- 
leptics, and two attendants. Many were filthy in their habits. Nine 
slept on the floor. 

Single rooms are on one side of the hall, aqd windows looking out 
on the grounds on the other. A cross-hall is nsed as a dormitoi^. 
Straw mattresses are here used and when soiled,, clean ticks and freali 
straw are supplied. The ticks are all sewed up, and when necessary to 
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change the straw, the aeama are opened. Many of the patients were 
ieeble, and some slept on the -floor to prevent their being injured by 
falling out of bed. The strap iron epringsare here used. It is neces- 
saiTto cbangesoraesheetaeveryday. 

The seating capacity is sufficient, but no cushions were on the 
settees.- Pictures wore on the walls, and as in all the halls, near ' 
the ceiling was a stencil border, Anumberofrockiug chairs were 
in use. 

The clothes-room was in good order and well Tentilated. The 
4ining-room is smalt. 

The bath-room, the floor of which is tiled, contains one tub, and 
was in good order. The water-closet is arranged as those in the halls 
already described, has tile Souring, and was in good order. General 
appearance of hall good. No one in restraint. 

Ttie dead-room, a room in the cross ball, is fitted up with two 
marble slabs aud an iron sink, for making autopsies. 

An iron staircase leads to the nppef stories, one being at the junc- 
tion of every two sections. 

Hall 8. — This hall is for the violent and disturbed class, and con- 
tained twenty-two patients, some of whom were of fllthy habits, and 
three attendants. Six patients slept on the floor at night, for want 
of accommodations. This hall corresponds with hall 7, having rooms 
on one aide only, which are seven and one-half feet by nine 
each. The woven wire spring mattresses are used here. One patient 
was fastened to a chair with a belt to keep her from injuring others. 

The dining-room, clothes-room; bath-room and water-closet were in 
good condition. Deodorizers were in some of the rooms used by filthy 
patients. The general appearance of the hall was neat. 

ir«?/ 5. i— This hall is also for the violent and disturbed class, and 
contained twenty-nine patients in charge of three attendants. Some 
were filthy, ana five slept on the floor. Disinfectants were on the 
floors of the rooms occupied by filthy patients. The woven wire spring 
mattress is used. The better class sleep in the dormitories. 

The clothes-room was neat, and ia well ventilated. 

The dining room was in good order. Crockery is used, and those 
not much disturbed are allowed knives and forks. The latter are 
counted when placed on the tables and also when collected, so that 
patients cannot take them from the room without detection. 

In the bath-room are two tnbs in good order. The water-closet was 
also in good order, and no bai odor was noticed. These rooms are alsQ 
used by another hall. At half-past ten a. m., on the day of visi- 
tation all the patients on this hall had been bathed. None were in re- 
straint, and only occasionally are any secluded, and then only by orders 
from the physician. 

The seating capacity is sufficient, and the hall generally had a neat 
appearance. 

Straw ticks are used in the violent and filthy wards. 

Jlall 2. — This hall is for the violent class, and contained forty-eight 
patients, many of whom were of filthy habits, and five attendants. 
Five patients slept on the fioor, as there were no accommodations for 
them. No restraint is used on this hall. 

The superintendent stated that one congenital idiot on this hall 
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18 maintained at a coat of about $500 a year ; she iBdeaf and dumb, 
almost blind, and destructive. 

On the first hall of ea<ili departmeat is a speaking-tnbe connectiQe 
ivitU the main office; also an eteutrio bell to signal the attendants. A 
night-watch goca on duty at ton o'clock, whose duty it is to go through 
all the halls (uine) in this building. There is also a night-watch for 
the north Wing and one for each of -the gronps of buiWings. Each 
night-watchman carries a watchmen's clock, keys to which are oq the 
different halls ; this tells at what time he or she visited the halls. The 
fluperintendeiit said he would prefer the electric register in the office, 
to record these visits, if 13,000 were appropriated, for which sum an 
offer to furnish the register had been received. 

The rooms, bedding, etc., were in good order. Some of the patients 
had to be bathed five or sis times daily, and many beds were soiled 
every night, but all were found clean at the time of inspection. 
The seating accommodations were adequate. 

Halls. — This hall is for a mixed class, and contained fifty-five 
patients and four attendants. Some were filthy in habits, and seveD 
slept on the floor for want of accommodations. There are no single 
rooms on this ward, all the piitieuts sleeping in dormitories. No re- 
straint ia here used, although a belt was on the hall. The settees in 
the day-room were cushioned, but those on the hall were not. One 
patient was sick in bed, and one sat in the hall; the others were out 
on the grounds. * 

The clothes-room was in good order and well ventilated. The bath- 
room and water-closet, the floors of which are tiled, were in good con- 
dition, and no odor was noticed. 

The general appearance of the ward was good. , 

Hall 6. — This hall is for the disturbed and epileptic class, and con- 
tained thirty [)utients and three attendants. Two patients slept on 
the floor, and many wei'e filthy in their habits. One was in , bed suf- 
fering from a broken leg. 

Only one room on this hall is single, the remainder are dormitoriea. 
Some of the settees were cushioned, and the seating accummodationa 
were safflcient. No restraint is used. Seven filthy patients were bathed 
and about twenty sheets changed on the niorniag of Lho day of visita- 
tion. The patients were well clothed, and the rooms and bedding in 
good order. 

Hall 9. — On this hall there were twenty-five idiotic, demented and 
filthy patients, in charge of three attendants. Three patients slept 
on the floor for lack of accommodations. Rooms are arranged on one 
side of the hall, and on the opposite side are windows ; two of the 
rooms are single, the others are dormitories. One patient was sick in 
bed. 

The clothes-room, dining-room, etc;, were in good order, the patients 
were well dressed, and the hall througjiout was well kept. Pictures 
hung on the walls of all the halls of the institution, and in this wing 
and the north wing stained glass windows with curtains gave a plea- 
sant appearance to the halls. The floors in the building are in good 
repair. 

The superintendent said : " Some patients are sent to ns who are 
not insane ; they are idiots, and the asylum was not created for that 
olsBS of persons. On this hall ia a congenital idiot who is really not a 
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sylum, and we always protest against receiving Buch 
ly have a convulsion and they object at the Idiot 
tieutB of that class there. They may occaaiooally be 
i have deliiaioDs, ua idiots often have. This patient 
■ss. I do not object to them where they are mani- 
here they require no medical care, what is the nse 
lEBcers to care for them V 
,n arrangement for letting steam in the attic, and 

for hose in th& buildings, in case of &re. The line 
the halls of the main or center buildine, as are also 

There is also a steam fire engine on the grounds, 
mts of the institution make all their own clothing 
ch for the men. 

. North Wino — (Males). 
is a duplicate of the south. Dr. A. Nellis, Jr., 
1 this wing, 

;ntB in thia wing, as in the south wing, were of the 
Q the institution: 

ill is for a demented class and contained forty-Sve 
attendants. Five slept on the Boor, and one was 
t. One patient was sick in bed. This ball, like all 
Iding, is* neatly decorated and pictures are hung on 
mating capacity is sutScient, and tbe settees are 
are three dormitories and each contained eight beds, 
.ended. The rooms were in neat order, and the 
Iressed. 

) hall wag a mixed class of thirty-eight patients in 
endauta. Fourteen slept on the floor for luck of 
One bed was found dirty, and the attendant stated 
\ made it up himself. The ward generally was in 
iff, wristlets and bel,t were placed on one patient at 
:ian's orders, as he tried to sti'angle himself. 
all is for the demented and epileptics, and contained 
nts in charge of three attendants. Some of the 

in habits and seven sl^pt o% the floor. Besides the 
t rooking chairs were in uae. A camisole was 
[ on one patient io prevent his interfering with a 

ting room on this hall similar to the one in the 

is in the public hall of each wing, down which 

ng and linen is thrown. 

all is for the most violent class in the institution, 

ity patients in charge of three attendants. A num- 
night, and six slept on the floor. Rooms are on 
only, and windows on the other. By the order of 

EE, belt and wristlets were placet on a destructive 
odor was noticed in the water-closet, which was 

r running water. 

illy were in good oi-der. ' One sheet and a mattress 
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were found soiled, but oUierwise the bedding was cleau. The setttiug 
accommcdatiQDB were sufficient. 

Mr. Borst, who appeared before a committee of the -Legislature 
some tune ago, was found locked in a crosa-hall of tl^ia ward. He was 
almost nude and very violent. The physician stated that Mr. Borst 
waa very destructive, and in one quarter had destroyed '$250 wortli of 
property. At each times he is restrained with a muff and belt about 
a week night and day, after which time he will generally promise to 
behave himself. The last time he was ^ restrained was about six 
weeks previous to Ihe day of visitation, at which time he broke his 
bedstead iit night, kqockod off the windoiv screen, broke the guard 
and ttirew the furniture out of the window. His bed is now made on 
the floor. The attendants are frequently assaulted by him, and Dr. 
iJiTellis stated - that only that morning Borst tried to strike him and 
spat in hie face, 

The other patients were well clothed and Ipoked comfortable. 

Hall 6. — An excitable and violent class was on this hall. Four 
attendants were in charge of the forty patients, seventeen of whom 
slept on the floor. No restraint iahero used- 
One sheet an'd a mattress iters round soiled, but the bedding gener- 
ally was clean. The walls were decorated and the rooms in good 
order. A number of patients complained of ill-treatment, which, on 
inquiry, wus/ouhd untrne. No restraint ia uaed on this hall. 

Sail2. — This liall ia for a violent clana, and contained sixty-one ,' 
paticuta and Ave attendants. The hall was overcrowded, eighteen 
patients being obliged to sleep on the floor for want of accommodations. 
The rooms and bedding were clean, and the patients comfortably 
clothed. The patients were seen at dinner, which consisted of salt 
mackerel, potatoes, tomatoes, bread and pudding. Knives, forks and 
crockery are used. No restraint is here need. 

HdllZ. — This is for amisedclase; many of the patients were of 
filthy habits. There were fifty-four patients on the halUn charge of four 
attendants. Six patients slept on the fioor from lack of accomrnqda- 
tione. Five feeble patients wei'c in bed. The attendant stated that 
most of these were filthy, and had to be bathed every twenty minutes. 

On one side of the hall the partitions have been taken out between 
the rooms, making a4oog dormitory, in wbich were nineteen beds. 
Euhber sheets were on most of the beds. The hall was in good 
order and the bedding clean. A night watch or attendant is on this 
ward at night, to attend to the wants of the patients and keep them 
clean. 

The patients were seen at dinner, which, for the feeble, consisted of 
corn starch, milk and beef tea. Some were not able to swallow meat 
or coarse food. 

No restraint is used. The attendant stated that one patient had 
had his pantaloons and shirt changed as often as fourteen times in 
one day, on account of his filthiness. 

Hallh. — This ball is for the demented and feeble class, and con- 
tained twenty-eight patients and four attendants. Two slept in tteds 
in the hall. Three dormitories are on this hall, and no single rooms. 
The rooms and bedding were clean, and the patients weU clothed. 
Quilted sheets are used on the beds of a number of destruotive 
patients. The seating capacity ie sufficient. 
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The patients were seen at dinner; two were eating in tlie hall, an 
idiot boy and an old man, the latter- taking care of the former under 
the belief that ho was hia son. 

ffall 9. — This hall is for idiots and epileptics, and contained 
twenty-one patients and three attendants. Many were filthy in their 
faabite, and two slept on the tioor for want of accommodations. 

Dormitories are on one side of the hall and windows looking out on 
the grounds on the otlier. On one<t>ed there was no mattress, but a 
number of heavy blankets instead, and a canvas pillow, which could 
not be destroyed by the patient. One patient was sick in bed aud bad 
to be fed with a spoon. 

-The patients were seen at dinner; tb^ were well clothed and looked 
comfortable. Every thing on the hail was ueat and clean. 

The superintendent stated that about five-sixths of itll the patients 
in the asylum were sent out on the grounds every pleasant day. 

The doors to the rooms in each wing were raised about four inches 
from the floor, with an open fan-light above, thus making good ventila- 
tion throughout. The buildings are in good repair, and the patients 
appeared well cared for. 

In a long two-story brick building connected with the main build- 
ing by a corridor,^e the kitchen, milk cellar, laundry, etc. 

The kitchen ia in the basement or lower part ; the floor is of tile, 
and was in good order ; here all the cooking is done for the two wings. 
A track runs to the elevators in the basement of each wing. All 
modern improvements are in the kitchen, and the cooking is done by 
steam. Besides the ordinary list, an extra diet list, with the names 
of the sick, is kept here. A number of patients were seen at work 
preparing the meals. Every thing was in neat order. 

In the milk collar, cans holding 280 quarts are kept in an ice-box 
used for that purpose. J^ilk is only given to special diet patients. 

In tile boiler-house are three large boilets for heating the main build- 
ing, and supplying the steam to runa large engine, which furnishes the 
.power for running the machinery in the laundrv. In this building is 
also a large fan-wheel, which forces a current of air through the main 
building and wings. 

Laundry — Here tho washing is done for the whole institution. On 
the ground floor are fifteen washing-machines and two wringers run 
by steam. On this floor the drying is also done by steam. Most of 
the patients here employed were men. 

The ironing is done on the upper floor, where a number of female 
patients were employed. One steam mangle is in use, all other 
ironing bein^ done by hand. In one room a number of patients were 
engaged in sorting out the clothing for the different groups and wards, 
all of which is marked. The building is well ventilated by means of 
air being forced through it. 

An amusement halluas lately been built a short distance from the 
main building. The intention of the bailding was to furnish sleep- 
ing accommodations for some of the help. It was not quite finished at 
the time of this visit, but when completed, the lower floor will be used 
for giving private theatricals, concerts, leetijres, etc., and the upper for 
rooms for the help. It is a ueat structure, and well adapted lor the 
purpose intended, aud will be heated by steam from the basement. 
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D. B. (Detached Block) No. 3. 

(Females.) 

This is the firat group south of the ravine. Dr. Bristol resiJes in 
the center building, attached to which on each side is a wing for the 
patients. The ground floor of the center building ia divided into an 
apothecary shop, two dining-rooma, one for each wing, and a kitchen. 

In the rear of the group is a boiler-hOuae which supplies hot water 
and steam for heating purposes. 

The buildings are two storie»and attic, and the wards are numbered 
as in the main building, commencing from the north. There are three 
groups the exact duplicate of this, so that the description of the one 
will auBwer for the others. 

The most violent cases are in the main building, although many of 
the patients in the detached groups are somewhat disturbed and 
violent. 

Dr. Bristol escorted us through the buildings. 

On this uccaaion there were 24'^ patients in this group, most all of a 
quiet class. All, with theexoeption of the sick, go outwalking every 
pleasant day. , 

The dining-rooms are large, and were furnished with long tables and 
chairs. Knives, forks and crockery are used by all the patients. The 
rooms were in good order, and every thing clean. The kitchen con- 
tains all modern improvements, and was in very neat order. The 
dining-room for the help opens into the kitchen. 

A matron is in charge of each group for females and looks after the 
housekeeping. The supplies are kept in the main building, and only 
issued to the detached groups on a written requisition signed by the 
matron in the female department, and by the steward in the male depart- 
ment. The requisition book was examined. There is a duplicate list of 
articlea on each page, one of them (on the stub) being kept in the book,- 
and the other signed by the matron, which is then sent to the main 
building, to be signed by the superintendent, and when the goods are 
received the matron signs the stub in the book. 

Hall 3. — This hall is for a quiet class, and contained thirCv patients 
some of whom were of filthy habits, and two attendants, ^one slept 
on the floor and no restraint was used. 

The dormitories are of two sizes -i-niueteen by fifteen, height eleven 
feet; twenty-five by twelve, height eleven feet. Jn each dormitory 
there were six bedsteads. All the dormitories in the buildings are of 
these dimensions. 

On tbia hall there were seventeen patients at work in the day room, 
^whirth in also used as a sewing room), making clothing for the male 
The goods are cnt in the tailor shop and Snished by patients 
it halls. One sewing machine is used by the woman in charge 
! work turned out the month previous was 151 pairs of paota- 
Boatg and one vest. 

msandbeddingiVere clean, and the patients well dressed. The 
iente make the clothing for their separate wards. The woven 
ig mattress is used on all the beds but three, which ifere 
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occupied by patients of filthy liabita. The seating capacity is suffi- 
cient, and the settees are cutibioned. 

The clothes room was in good order and well ventilated. 

In the batli-room are two iron tubs in good order. Tlie water-closet 
was in good condition, a, continuous stream-of water being kept run- 
ning in the hoppers, except when the patients were out on the grounds. 

The floors of both rooms are of wood, but in good condition, 

ffall 1.— This hall is also for a quiet class, and" contained thirty 
patients and two attendants. Some were filthy but none slept on the 
floor. No appliances of restraint were on- the hall. The halls in all 
the wards are decorated, and pictures hang on the walls. The seating 
accommodations were sufficient, and the settees are cushioned. The 
patients were all neatly dressed, wearing white aprons, and white rufSes 
at the neck. 

The wire mattresses are used on all the beds except eight, occupied 
by filthy jiatients. The rooms and bedding were clean and in good 
order. The floors of the water-closet and bath-room are of wood. 

As a rule the doors leading to the staircases running to the upper story 
are left open . A supervisor has charge of each wing. 

Ball 2.-7-Thi8 hall is for a disturbed class, and contained thirty-one 
patients, seven of whom were of filthy habits, and two attwdants. 
Nonet were in restraint or slept on the floor. One patient was sick in 
b^d. Some of the patients were sewing. Besides making their own 
clothing, twenty shirts were made by these patients the mouth previous. 
The rooms and bedding were clean. The seating accommodations are 
Stifficient, and the settees are cushioned. A bird cage containing a 
canary was in the day room, giving-it a pleasant appearance. 

On this hall the floors of the water-closet and bath-ivom are tiled. 
The rooms were in good condition, and no bad odor was noticed. Th& 
"patients are bathed once a week and oftener if necessary. 

Hall i. — This hall is for a quiet class, and contained thirty-one 
patients one of whom was of filthy habits, and two attendants. None 
were in restraint or slept on the floor. About thirty shirts are made 
on this Jiall every month. Wire mattresses are used on most of the 
beds, and the bedding and rooms were clean. The patients were neatly 
clothed and appeared contented. The floors in the water-closet and 
bath-room are of wood but in good repair. 

Ifall 5. — This hall is for a quiet class, and contained thirty-one 
patients, onedf whom was filthy in habits, and two attendants. None 
slept on the floor and no restraint was used. On this ball is a library for 
the use of the patients in all the halls. The same arrangement is in each 
of the other groups. The settees are cushioned, and can accommodate 
all on the hall. The day room is also used as a sewing-room, as in one 
of the halls in the other wing. A number of rocking chairs were in 
use. The bedding and rooms were clean, and the patients looked well. 
Wire mattresses are used on most of the beds. 

The water-closet and bath-room were in good order, and the floors 
were tiled. 

Hall 7. — This hall is for n quiet class, and contained thirty patients, 
seven of whom were fllthy, and two attendants. None slept on the floor 
luid no restraint was used. The settees in the day room only, were 
cushioned and a number of rocking chairs were in use. Two canaries 
were in the day room, which gave it a home-like appearance. 
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The rooma and bedding were clean, aud wire inattreBsoa were on all 
the beds, except those occupied by filthy patients. The patients were 
well clothed and looked well. 

The water-closet was in good order; the floor ia tiled. The floor ia 
the bath-room is of wood and in good condition, 

Jjall 8, — Ttis hall is for the most disturbed class-in the buildings, 
and contained, thirty-one patients, ten of whom were filthy in their 
habits, and three attendauta. One slept on the floor from prelerence; 
no restraint was used. About ten shirts a week are made by the pa- 
tients. Besides thecushioned eettecsa number of rocking chairs were 
in use, which gave ample seating accommodations. The bedding and 
rooms were in good condition and clean, and the patients were well 
dressed. The water-closet and bath-room were in good order. 

Sail 6. — This hall is for a quiet class, and contained thirty-one 
patients and three attendautii. Oue patient was filthy, none slept on 
the floor, and none were in restraint. Fine shirts and burial shrouds 
are made on this hall, about thirty of the latter being made every 
month. The iron strap mattress ia used on the beds. The rooms and 
bedding were in neat order. The bath-room and water-closet were 
clean and no odor was noticed. 

- The buildings arc heated by indirect fadiation, besides which in the 
day-rodtDB direct radiation is used There is no hoae in the buildings, 
but plugs and hose cart are on the grounds. 

D. B. No. 4 ^ (Females). 

On the day of Tisitation this block contained 244 patients. Dr. 
Sylveater, the resident physician, being absent on \\\s vacation, we 
were escorted through the buildings by Dr. Bristol who had charge 
during his absence. This block is a duplicate of the one already de- 
scribed. 

Hall 3. — This hall is for the quiet class, and contained thirty pa- 
tienta and three attendants. Five were filthy in their habits, none slept 
on the floor. A set of muffs was shown, but the anperviaor stated 
that they had not been in use for six mouths. The seating accommo- 
dations are sufGcient, and moat of the settees wei'e cushioned. Many 
of the patients do fancy work. 

The rooms were in good order, and the bedding was clean, liobad 
odor was noticed in the water-closet or bath-room. The patients had 
all been bathed by half-past eleven on this morning. 

The walls were decorated, and the general appearance was neat. 
The patients were neatly clothed and looked well. 

Hall 2 — On this hall there were thirty patients of a mixed class, 
many of whom were of filthy habits. They were in charge of two at- 
tendants. None slept on the floor, and no restraint was used. The 
woven wire mattresses were here in use, and some beds were supplied 
with a rubber sheet. One patient wears a camisole eyery night for 
surgical reasons. From this ward' five patients worked in the tailor 
shop, three in the dining-room and four did hall work. 

The seating accommodations were sufficient, and the settees were 
cushioned. The rooma were in good order and the bedding was clean. 
The plumbing in the bath-room and water-closet was in good condi- 
tion, and there was no bad odor. 
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I is for the demented and distnrbed clasa, and 
ietits and two attendants. Many were filthy in 
lept on the floor, and no restraint is uaed. The 
IB in use, and a number of rubber sheeta. The 
irder and the bedding waa clean. The patients 
>rtably dresaed. The seating capacity waa ade- 
lie aetteea were cushioned.. 

. is for a quiet cla«s, and contained thirty-one pa- 
iaat8. None alept on the floor; aeven were of 
tint is occasionally resorted to, but the appliances 
The iron strap bottoms aro uaed on the beda. 
eat order, and the bedding waa clean. One pa- 
3d. The patienta looked well and were neatly 

I is for a quiet class, and coataiaed thirty-one pa- 
Ian ts. Moat of them are old, and two were filthy; 
jr. A camisole waa on the hall but haa been very 
jrings are on the beds. The rooma and bedding 
patients were well clothed. About twenty-five 
le hall every month. The seating accommoda- 
except when patients came from other wards to 
ich is on this hall. The settees were cushioned 
Iving chaifd were in use. About twenty patients 
^-room, milking men's clothing. The walla were 
3oma had a pleasant appearance. 
I ia for a mixed class, and contained thirty-one 
indants. None slept on the floor; five wera of 
straint is used. About ten shirts are made on the 
The seating accommodations were sufiBcient, and 
ioned. The rooms were in neat order, and the 
One patient was sick in bed. 
'Oildinga of the detached groups were empty, and 
the center buildinga. 

1 is Cor a noisy dass, and contained thirty-one 
tendants. None slept on the floor; eight were 
; no restraint is used. The iron strap mattress 
The rooms were neat, and the bedding waa clean. 
nodations were sufficient ; the seata were not 
iiienta were sick in bed. No extra work is done 

1 is for a noisy and filthy class, and contained 
vo attendants. None alept on the Ilooraod none 
'he aeating capacity waa adequate; the aetteea 
The iron strap mattress ia here used, and most 
died with rubber sheets. The rooma were in 
adding was clean. The patients were well clothed 
ted^ - 

[FOKUERLY THE AgBICULTURAL COLLBOE). 

four-story brick structure, and contained on the 
female patients. It • is not adapted for use ae 
tae not well lighted and look cheerless ; and the 
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main stairway is also dark. Dr. Hopkins, the physician in charge, 
«acorted us through the buitdiog. Besides the main atair-case, the 
building is supplied with one iron and oue wooden stairway. 

The kitchen, store-room and bed-rooms for the help are in the base- 
n^ent, which is damp and unfit for such use. The doctor stated that 
the help often complained of beiag sick from sleeping there, but it 
was the only available place. A line of hoae is In the cellar, which is 
the only means of protection in case of fire. One hall is on each fioor. 

ffall 1. This hail 19 for the quiet class, and contained fifty-two 
patients and four attendants. None slept ou the floor in this building. 
About twenty shirts arc made by the patients each month. The balls 
are decorated and picturoB are on the walls. The seating capacity is 
sufficient, and the settees are cushioned. A supervisor has charge of 
the building. Many rat-holes were noticed in the fioorsj'and the 
physician Btated that two attendants killed seventy-two rats in one 
nigh t. 

There are do single rooms in the building, and the dormitories 
accommodate from three to ten patients each. The wire spring mattresa 
is used on all the beds but one in each dormitory, but on this, the 
iron strap mattress IS used. The Following are the sizes of the dor- 
mitories: 21 by 9, 11 feet high, each contains three beds; 21 by 27, 
nine ^d ten tuids; 21 by 13, each contains five beds; 31 by 15, sevea 
beds. The rooms were in good order, and the bedding was clean. 
The patients were well clothed. All who are well enough are taken 
ont to walk every pleasant day. The hall is used as a day room. The 
seating accommodations were adequate, and some of the settees wei*e 
cushioned. 

The clothes room was in neat order. Each patient has her own 

box. 

The bath-room contains two iron tubs and was in good condi- 
tion. The floor is of wood. The water-closet, also with woodeij 
floor, was also in good order. The patients were all bathed on the 
day of visitation. 

The dining-room was neatly arranged. Knives, forks and crockery 
a're used throughout this building. 

The halls were decorated, aud pictures were on the walls. 

Jlall Z. — This hall is for a mixed class, and contained fifty-six pa- 
tients and five attendants. Ten were filthy in habits. Ko restraint ia 
used. About twenty-five shirts are made on this hall eiich month. The 
patients were well dressed and appeared contented. The seating accom- 
modations were sufficient, and some of the settees were cushioned. 
The hall generally had a neat appearance, and the rooms and bedding 
wereclean. The clothes-room was neatly arranged and well ventilated. 

In the bath-room are three iron tubs. The floor is of wood and 
the room was in neat order. The water-closet also with a floor of 
wood was in fair order. 

There is a cross-hall on each floor of this building. One dormi- 
tory containing nine beds was vacant. One patient was sick in bed. 

ffalt 3. — This hall is for a disturbed class, and contained fifty-four 
patients and five attendants. Ten were of filthy habits. The patients 
make about fifty sliirts a month. A pair of wristlets were on the hall 
but not iti use. The rooms were iti neat order, and the bedding was 
vlfiBD. The seating accommodations were sufficient, and most of the 
MttMB were cushioned. 
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The water-closet and bath-room were not in good order, and a bad 
odor was noticed. Two patients are bathed in one water contrary to 
the directions of the physician. 

The clothes and dining-rooms ar» arranged as in the other wards, 
aud were in neat order. The patients were well clothed and in good 
condition. 

Sail 4. — This halt is Tor a mixed class and contained thirty-seven 
patients and three attendants. Some were of filthy habits, and one 
was aick in bed. The patients were out walking at the time of the 
Tisit. About thirty shirts are made on this hall a month. This ward 
ia in the attic, and the dining-room is out in the hall. The rooms 
■ were in good order and the hedding was clean. The seating accom- 
modations were adequate ; the settees were not cnehioned. 
The bath-rooifl and water-closet were in a fair condition. 
In this building there is a matron and asteward. 
The patients are taken down the iron stair-case one week aud down 
the wooden stairway the next, so as to accustom them to either in case 
of emergency. 

D. B. No. 3 — (MALEa). ' 

This block is a duplicate of those already described with the excep- 
tion that the wings are detached and connected by a corridor. Dr. 
Myron D. Blaine is here in charge aud escorted us through the build- 
ings. In the rear of the block ia a large yard inclosed only on three 
sides. In this inclosure are two neat summer houses or sheds for the 
patients, many of whom were seated iu them while others were amus- 
ing tlftmselves on the grounds. They were neatly clothed and ap- 
peared contented. 

In this block on the day of visitation there were 265 patients, about 
150 of whom work. They are not classified but are mixed through- 
out the wards. Filthy patients were on every hall. Most all were 
out on the groundH at this lime. 

Hall 8. — On this hall there were thirty-four patients in charge of 
three attendants. Straw and hair mattresses are here used, and iron 
straps are on the bedsteads. A few soiled sheets were noticed on the 
beds. The doctor explained that this was the day on which the sheets 
were to be changed, but at tiiat time the change had not been made. 
No restraint is used in the building with the exception of a guard 
room which is simply a regular room with an iron screen on the 
window. This was not in use on this occasion. 

The clothes-room was neat and well ventilated. AH the 
male patients are supplied witlt slippers which are worn in the build- 
ings, but shoes are put on when they go out. The day room was in good 
order. The seating accommodations were sufi&cient, and the nail 
generally had a-pleasant appearance. 

Tlie water-closet and batn-room .were in good order, out the floors 
are of wood. The plumbing was good and no odor was noticed. 

Halll. — On this hall there were thirtj-two patients and two at- 
tendants. The seating capacity was adequate and the hall had a neat 
appearance. The rooms and bedding were clean. The plumbing in 
the water-closet and bath-room was good and no odor was noticed. 
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In eacli of theday rouma there ia a sort of reading desk or rest to: 
newspapers. 

ffall 5. — On tliis hall there were thirty-roar patients in charge of 
two attendants. The seating aocommodationa were saEBoient. The 
rooms und bedding were neat and clean, and the general appearance of 
the hitll was good. On this ball is the guard room. 

ffailfj. — There wereUhirty-three patients on this hall, in charge 
of three attendants. Wire spring bottoms with hair or cotton m&;- 
tress, are used on the beds of the sick. Two patients were in be<l. 
The rooms and bedding were clean, and the seating accoaunodatiom 
snfQcient. 

HallZ. — Here there were thirty-two patients, in charge of two at- 
tendants. Tlie general appearance of the hall was neat, the bedding 
was clean and seating capacity adequate. Pictures were on tbe wsUj 
of all the hails, besidesstencil decorations. 

Hall 4^. — On this hall there were thirty-three patients and i'Wi 
attendiuits. Two were sick, one of whom was in bed. The ball 
generally was in neat order, and the seating accommodation a saS- 
cient. The doctor stated chat the average number of sheets place<i 
on the bed of each patient was five a week. 

Hall I. — On this hall there were thirty-three patients and two at- 
tendants. The rooms were in good order, the beading wag clean, and 
the seating accommodations were sufiBcient. The plumbing was in 
good order in the water-closet and bath-room, and no odor was per- 
ceptible. 

Hall%. — On this hall there were thirty-three patients, iu chargeof 
two attendants. The hall was in good order, and the walls wen 
neatly decorated. The rooms and bedding were clean, and the seat- 
ing capacity adequate. 

The dining-rooms are in the center building and were in neat order. 
Knives, forks and crockery are here used. It was stated that assanlta ' 
are occasionally made by. patients with knives, but no one-haa been 
seriously injured. 

The kitchen, store room, etc., were well arranged. 

D. B. No. 1 — (Males). 

This group is arranged as the others, with the exception of two de- 
tached buildings connected with the center by corridors, which areon 
each side of the main building. Dr. Hopkins, who has charge at the 
branch, has also charge of this block, and, with the supervisor, es- 
corted U8 through the buildings. This group accommodated 257 
patients, all of whom were out on the grounds, with the exception of 
those sick. TIic patients were seen in the y^rd, whicli is a duplicate 
of that previously described. Many of them were working. They 
wer6 neatly clothed and looked well. Water-closets are in the yards 
for the use of ibe patients when on the grouhds. The patients are 
not classified. 

The dining-rooms, kitchen, etc., were in neat order. 

Hall 7.— On this hall there were thirty-two patients, iu charge of 
two attendants. The rooms were neat, the bedding was clean, and the 
seating accommodations adequate. The walls were decorated, and the 
hall had a pleasant appearance. 
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The water-closet and bath-room had tile floors, and no odor was 
loticed. The patients are bathed once a week and oftener if neces- 
lary. 

The clothes-room was in good order and well ventilated, and the day* 
'Dom was neat and cheerful. 

Hall 8. — On this halt there were thirty-two patients and three at- 
:endaiits. Three were eick in bed. The rooms, bedding and hall 
A'ere clean, and the seating capacity adequate. The floors in the water- 
closet and bath-room were not tiled, but were in good condition. No 
restraint was used. 

Sail 5. — On this hall there were thirty-two patients, in charge of 
two attmidaiits. Here is a libraiy for the use of the patients, and a 
small reception room for the accommodation of friends of patients. 

The rooms were noat and the bedding was clean. The seating ac- 
commodations were adequate. No restraint ishore nsed, and the gen- 
eral appearance was good. 

Hall H. — Here were thirty-two patients and two attendants. 
A camisole was worn by a patient at night to prevent his committing 
suicide ; no other restraint is nsed. The rooms and bedding were 
clean, the seating accommodations adequate, and the general appear- 
ance of the hall was good. In the water-closet and bath-room there 
were wooden floors in good repair. 

Hall 3. — This hall aecommod'ated thirty-two patients, in charge of 
three attendants. This is for the moat SiChy patients in the building. 
An occasional bed was found soiled, but the excuse was that the bedding;' 
was to be changed throaghont the building that day. The ge'neral 
appearance was neat. The floors of the watejr-closet and bath-room 
aro tiled, and the plumbing was in good repair. No restraint was used. 
The seating capacity was adequate. 

Halli. — This hall accommodated thirty-two patients and two at- 
tendants. Part of the ceiling was down, but was being repaired. The 
rooms and bedding were clean, and the' general appearance of the hall 
was neat. The seating accommodations were sufficient. .The bath- 
room and water-closet floors are tiled. No restraint is used. 

Hall 1. — Ou this hall there were thirty-two patients and three at- 
tendants. The rooms and bedding were in good order, and the gen- 
eral appearance of the hall was neat. The water-closet and bath-room 
were in good order, and the floors were tiled. No odor was noticed. 
Hall 2. — Here were thirtv-two patients and two attendants. One 
patient was sick in bed. The general appearance Was neat. The 
rooms and bedding were clean, and the seating accommodations ade- 
qnate. No restraint was used. Tile floors were in the water-closet 
and bath-room, and no odor was perceptible. 
The supervisor stated that he also acted as steward. 

Grodnds. 
In company with the steward we were driven over the grounds, 
which wore almost all under cultivation. Springs supply water 
for the cattle while in the pastures. The asylum owns twenty horses, 
five colts, eighty cows, twenty head of young cattle and 430 pigs. The 
cows give about 150 gallons of milk a day, which supplies the needs 
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of the inatitation. The gw^en consisted of about thir^ acres of Ik 
The hog-yards are paved with brick, which was found to make .: 
feet of the hogs tender, and it was saggested that the brick be co^e^ 
with H layer of earth which could occasionally be cleaned oot 1 
cow-stables were neat, bnt it was evident that the cowa were tied :< 
cloEely together and there was not enough air space for the ddiq.-' 
The cows were all out on the pastnrea. , 

The culvert, for which an appropriation was received last yew. r^ 
almost completed. The sewage of the " Branch " and of D. B. 3, emr 
into the creek which runs through the ravine, and finally enters: 
lake not far from the mam building. 

Booss OF THE Asylum. 

A large number of hooks are kept in the asylum, which in 
examined. 

The case book has printed forms. It is written np from time 
time, and all changes m the condition of patients are entered at.: 
time they occur, and, as a matter of routine, en tries are made in tu- 
case once a year. 

Under title 3, section 10, general laws. Record of superintendeL: 
doings each day is kept in the following books: Each bead attends: 
on every ward makes out a daily report, which is presented to: 
attending physician in the morning at the time of his visit. TL 
report gives the number of patients on the hall, number sick, num''. 
taking medicine, number wet and dirty night and day, nnmy 
admitted and discharged, number in restraint, and the kind ■ 
restraint used and for what pui-pose, the number employed and h' 
number sleeping on halls, and every thing special that occc- 
during the day. These reports are summarized into departmeotfi. a:- 
the supervisor of each department presents it to the physician. Ther 
are then collected by the apothecary, and a general summary mad> . 
a book entitled " day reports." The summary for September 4 is 
follows :- 1,823 patients ; forty-one in bed ; 241 taking medicine ; I 
■wet and dirty during the day; 364 wet and dirty during the nigt; 
two admitted ; one restrained in belt during the day for destraclii^ 
ness and violence; one restrained at night in a camisole to preve: 
suicide ; one restrained in a mufE during the night to prevent euicidi 
one restrained in camisole during night and day for surgical reason- 
one restrained at night in camisole for surgical reasons; forty-£" 
engaged in employment on the farm ; nineteen in the garden ; niaf 
teen at the barns; thirty-three in the laundry; eeventy-seven initr 
kitchens ; eight in the centers ; one in the bakery ; one in the matroo' 
office; 140 at needle work; three assisting engineers; three in tailoric: 
department; thirty in tailoress' department ; three assisting the cs:- 
ponter; three painting; three shoe making; 112 at work on tli- 
grounds ; 218 employed at various occupations on the halls ; 1,120 od' 
to walk. The book is kept and the papers from which it is compiled 
are all on file. 

At any time during the day, when his action is required, the physi- 
cian makes a special report ; and at the end of the mouth these 'ure 
made into a book and placed on file in the superintendent's ofiBce. 

A report is made by the chief cook of the diet for the day. Such 
repons arc made tu all the buildings and filed in the office. 
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The assistftot physiciaas all keep a clinical record book. 

Ceneus book, which gives the census of the various buildings daily, 

Kecoi'd of uight watch. Each night watch makes a written report 
n the morning of every thing that happens during the uight. 

See. 12. Trustees' record book contains a record of the meetings, 
»nd is kept by the secretary at bis office. 

Sec. 13. Trustees make freqnent visits, but do not record every 
visit. 

Minutes of visiting committee book. There are eight trustees, and 
two different ones are appointed a visiting committee every month, 
ao that during the year all hate been on the committee. They do not 
always record their visits. 

Sec. 15. The treasurer is the cashier in a bank, and deposits' the 
mouey of the institution there in his name as treasurer ; but on the 
1st of October the trustees will name some national bank in which the 
funds will thereafter be deposited. So far as the superintendent 
knew, the statute is complied with. 

Sec. 18. The steward keeps the stubs of his orders on the treasurer. 

Book of contracts with employees. 

Accounts with employees. 

Acconnts with patients. The statute appears to be complied with. 

Sec. 20. This section is not strictly complied with. No copies of 
certificates of physicians are in the book, but the names of physicians, 
auperintoudent of the poor and person bringing patient are entered in 
case book. 

Sec. 28. Purchases are made for cash — that is to say, currency, or 
within thirty days, which in business is considered cash. Vouchers 
are received before payment is made. The steward makes no oath. 

Sec. 29. Complied with. The rate for the coming year was fixed 
12.55 a y/eekper capita. The actual cost for the year ending August 
30, 1884, was t3.63. There was a rebate for the last quarter of twenty 
cents a week, on account of suiplus from former maintenance fund. 

The superiutendent also called our attention to a "register of 
patients." which contains a catalogued alphabetical list of all persons 
admitted since the opening of the asylum, with name, age, date of 
admission, county, number of admission, and the result of treatment. 

Register of interments of patients buried in the asylum cemetery, 
with name, age at death, nativity, date of death, date of burial, num- 
ber of the grave, number of the form, and the number of the lot, the 
stguatnre of the witness of the burial. 

Books required by the board of health. 

Medical record of ^ach group of buildings, which gives record of 
diseases, name, location, diagnosis, commencement of disease, result 
and remarks. 

I^otices, by postal card, are given under the statute' of ISSl, to the 
board of supervisors of the respective counties, of the admission of their 
patients. 

Siomeof the later certificates of admission were examined and found 
in the correct form- 
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Malts. 

Total onmber o( BuperriaorB 

Highest; wages tS5 00 

Lowest VAges 20 00 

Total namber of attendants 

Highest wages »27 00 

Lowest wages 16 00 

Females. 

Total nnmbGr of supervisors 

Highest wages $2Z 00 

Lowest wages 16 00 

Total Qumbei- of attendants 

Highest wages *18 00 

Lowest wages 9 00 



SCHEDULE G. 1. 
BiNOHAMTON ASYLUU FOE THE CHBONIO InSAJTE. 
Visited and inspected by Commissiooer Craig, of the Commits 
Insane, Jaly23, 1884. 
Dr. T, S. Armstrong, Superintendent. 

On the day of visitation there were 283 male and 391 female psi« 
in the asylum. 

Female Department. 

Wardl. — This ward for quiet patients, on the day of visiUL 

contained seventy-three patients and four attendants. Many of th 

patients do work about the place. One woman had on mittens tojc 

vent her from destroying her clothing. In this ward was found a b;- 

firl eleven years of age,troubled witli epileptic fita. Her name is L— 
, formerly resident in Albany. Her mother died of the ess 

disease. For several months she was an inmate of the Utica AstIde 
Dr. Eastman stated that he did not thin Ic this a proper place fork 
She complained that some of the patients used her very rongit; 
knocking her down, which brought on these fits. She was treslft 
kindly by the attendants, but wanted to be taken away. A lettein 
written on behalf of the committee, to the superiutendeot of the |wi 
of Albany county, recommending that she be sent to the Homefi 
Epileptics and Feeble-minded Children, at Amityville- 

On this ward there were sixty-five standing beds ; eight patients alep 
on the fioor. This ward is iu the basement, and the ceiling is quii 
low, but the rooms are fairly ventilated. This, as well as all the w 
of the wards, was much overcrowded. A line of hose is kept coilf 
up in a closet in all the wards for use in case of fire. A track riE 
some distance through the hall from the kitchen to the lift. A c: 
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^hicb the meals are placed runs from the kitchen to the lift, 
re the food ie sent np to the different wards, 
he Beating capacity in this and most of the other wards was iu- 
cient, but will be remedied out of the appropriation of $5,000 set 
■t for that purpose by the Legislature. 

ue patient was in bed, affected with St. Vitus' dance ; another had 
e fed with a tube. 

'be clothes-room was neatly arran^ and well ventilated. The 
ms, beds and patients were in a cleauly condition. The water-closets 
bath-room were clean, but the floors were of wood. TFie wash- 
accommodations were also good. The dining-room was in a neat 
dition. Knives, forks and crockery are used in this ward. 
Vard%. — This ward for the quiet and orderly patients contained 
3nty-four inmates and four attendants. There were forty-two 
uding beds, thirty-two patients being compelled to sleep on the 
ir. The bedsteads are of iron, with wire spring mattresses. Straw 
ttresses are used on these springs. There are three dormitories, 
itainins eleven beds each, four single bed-rooms, and a nnmber of 
>ms with three and four beds in each. The rooms and beds were in 
leat condition, but the bedsteads were placed too close together. The 
e is, not to keep filthy patients in this ward, but occasionally they 
ve to be placed here, as the asylum is much overcrowded. * 

The day-room at the end of the hall had a very neat appearance, 
number of patients were engaged in sewing. 

The dining-room contained three loug tables and chairs. Bed 
itbs were used on the tables. The patients used knives, forks and 
ickery. This room and the pantry adjoining were in a neat condi- 
•n. On this occasion the dinner for all the inmates was meat, gravy, 
as, beets and bread. The washing accommodations are in the hall. 
le bath-room contains one small iroo tub; the floor is of tiling and 
IS clean. The rule is to bathe patients once a week. There are 

water-closets, each in a different part of the ward; both were in 
od order. The bathing and water-closet accommodations all through 
e female department in this building are in an annex or extension, 
id the floors are tiled. 

The clothing was neatly arranged in the clothes-room, which is well 
^ntilated. Some of the patients work in this ward. The seating 
.pacity is only thirty-five. In this building fire-proof stairways con- 
sct the different floors. 

Wards. — This ward for the violent and disturbed class contained 
(ly-eight patients and four attendants. One patient was strapped to 
seat. There were forty-nine standing beds in this ward, distributed 

1 a number of associate dormitories and single rooms. Most of the 
Ithy patients are given beds on the floor in the single rooms. Some 
f the beds were supplied with rubber sheets. The rule is to change 
ae sheets at least once a week, but many are changed every day. 

One of the dormitories, called the flghtiug dormitory, contained six 
'ooden and four iron bedsteads. In Diis room the worst cases were 
tlaced. It was in neat order, but over-crowded. A dormitory for 
ilthy patients contained one iron and three wooden bedsteads. No 
«d spreads were on the beds, and the reason given was that the sup- 
)ly was short. One colored woman was strapped in a chair to pre- 
lent her from destroying her clothing. The room in which she was 
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placed oontaiQed no window and lae air was rerj ciose. um 
ward there are two of these dark rooma. Some of the patienQ 
violent bnt not noisj) while othera were noiBy but not violent. 

Borne of the clothing was kept in a amall dark closet opening ii 
single room. 

The diningo'ooin and pantry arranged as in ward two, wereb 
order. Sixteen of the patients used tin cups and pails and the 
need crockery. Spoons are allowed but no knives or forks. 

The patients' hats and sbawls are kept iu a small dark closeti^ 
ing into the halh The clothetroom is neatly arranged, ligbi 
well ventilated. 

Two of the patients, E. McG., from Delaware county, andiT 
from Poaghkeepsie, followed us aroand the ward complaining of I 
detention. One patient, M. B., from Chenango connty, was Ijiq 
the floor, and had her face badly bmised. Upon inquiry tbe. atJ 
ant stated that she lay on the floor nearly all the time, and that ha 

i'uries were inflicted during a fight with a patient named A. N. 
lad been placed in a room together and the fight occurred at b 
The attendant stated tbut it was better to place three or foarfie 
rather than two in a room together, aa the weaker would alwaviD 
fended; but in this case tbe accommodations would not allav 
plan tfl be followed. They have not been separated. A. N.wM.1 
in a small room alone, and when questioned, said she knocked U. 
head two or three times against the wall and struck her becsni 
had no business in her room. This was said to be one of the 
disturbed patients in the building, 

A number of patients were noticed without shoes, and npo, 
quiry we were informed that the supply was not equal to the den 

A blind patient was noticed with a black eye, and npon inqnirji 
stated that she was trying to pick up a shoe and struck her ^ 
against a post. 

The beds were clean, the patients appeared to be in good oo|^ 
and the seating accommodations were suEBcient. 

Ward i, — Tho filthy class are placed in this ward, of whom tL 
were seventy-one, in charge of five attendants. There were fiflj-<i''^ 
standing beds, twenty patients baying to sleep on the floor. Tww 
tients had on mittens. Many were sitting on the floor from traii'^ 
seats. 

No bed spreads were in use, and only part of the beds were iff 
plied with rubber sheets, on acconnt of the expense. When a pati^' 
destroys her rubber sheet, she is not given another. Occasionally sp| 
tient will destroy the sheets on otherl)eds. The mattresses are fis 
used in the other wards and from them sent to this, so that many v'" 
stained, and a few were damp and soiled, fourof the patientsW' 
be bathed every morning. When beds are wet, they are not taken'"' 
into tbe open air, but are left to dry on the bedsteads. 

Three patients were in bed on account of weakness ; one had eonvul 
sions. 

The clothes-room was in good order and well ventilated. The din 
ing-room and pantry, arranged as in the other wards, were in nM 
order. No knives, forks or crockery are here used. The bath-nwo 
and water-closet, also arranged asin Uio other wards, were clean. 



OglC 



State Board op Charities. 183 

The detached building, erected with the 920,000 appropriated by the 
gielature at last eeseioD, is a seat Btraotnre, of brick walla, and 
ished inside in hard wood. The walls were unfinished. It is 
signed to accommodate fifty patienta. Only the lower floor for the 
jBt noisy patients was in aee on the day of visitation, and they had 
at moved in. The upper floor is to be used for the filthy class, 
On the lower floor were nineteen patients and three attendants. Two 
the patients were filthy. There are twenty-one standing beds on 
is floor; one dormitory with fourteen beds and seven single rooms. 
11 the sheets and ticks soiled during the night are sent to the laun- 
■y in the morning. 

The water-closet and bath-room well arranged, with floors of tiling. 
A shaft rnns from the upper to the lower floor down which are 
irown the dirty clothes. The ventilation is very good, ventilators 
3iug placed at intervals at the top and near the bottom of the hall. 
The rooms were in neat condition, as were also the beds. The doors 
E the rooms were raised at the bottom to allow the air to circulate, 
nd the fan lights were open over the doors. A nnmber of the patients 
rere very noisy. 
The same arrangements are on the upper as on the lower floor. 
The kitchen containing modem improvements is neatly arranged, 
,nd most of the cooking is done by steam. 

The bake house contains a large oven and other necessaries. Three 
larrels of flour are used in baking every day, and the same kind of 
lour is used for the ofBcers as for the patients. 

The milk is kept in an ice-box in large glass jars, and those requir- 
Dg it, as well as those very fond of it are allowed milk to drink. 

The laundry is supplied with three washing machines and one wringer 
■un by steam. The soap is kept in a large iron tank with a capacity 
>f twenty barrels, and it is here softened with water. 

On being asked why the sheets in the filthy ward were not sent to 

;he lanndry every morning, Dr. Eastman replied : " We are short of 

washing capacity, and we give preference to' the wards not fiitby." . 

The kitchen and laundry are in a long one-story structure connected 

with the main building. 

The main building is wha^t was formerly the Binghamton State 
[nebriate Asylnm. 

Grounds. 

The grounds are very well arranged, and kept in order by the gardener 
assisted by some of the patients, a nnmber of whom were seen at work. 
A ward of about forty patients was seen out walking in charge of 
three attendants. 

On the groands is a carpenter shop about 18 by 35 feet, and two 
stones high, costing about $275. This was examined, and was a neat 
structure, bat not nicely furnished. 

Plans for a farm barn to be erected on the grounds were shown ns, 
and work on the same will soon be commenced. 

A small two-story frame building was also examined. This accom- 
modated ten male working patients, some of whom worked in the 
garden and others in the kitchen and laundry. They are in charge 
of one attendant, who sleeps on the lower floor, the patienta oocupy- 
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ing the tipper. These patients get their meala in the main building. 
The rooms were neat and in good order. 

The north exteusion is attached to the main bnilding, and formerlj^ 
contained the carpenter shop, paint shop and harness room of the 
Inebriate Asjlum. This ezteneion has onl; been in uae for patients 
since the latter part of Maj, having been altered fur the purpose. 
The building is one story high, and is used for some of the patients 
and also for the male help. There were twenty-six patient in the 
building on the day of visitation, and two attendants. They were a 
quiet class. 

A hall runs through the center of the building, into which open 
the rooms for the help. At one end is a dormitory and at the other a 
dining and sitting-room; opening into this is another dormitory. 
Every thing was in neat order. 



SOHEDTILE G. 3. 
BiNSHAUTON Asylum for thb Chbokic Insane. 

Visited by Commiasionera Oralg and Milhau of the Committee on 
Insane, September 4, 1884. 

On the day of visitation there were 376 male and 393 female patients 
in the asylum. The north part of the building is occupied by males 
and the south by females. 

Male Department. 

Ward 1. — In this ward there were fifty-aeverf patients of a quiet 
working class, and three attendants. The ward was not over-crowded, 
and only one patient slept on the Soor, and that from choice. None 
in restramt. Tnis ward is in the basement and is not very well lighted. 
A track runs through the hall to the lifts. 

The rooms were as follows : Four dormitoriea 18x24x9, ten beds 
in two, eleven in one and eight in the other. Four rooms 18x31x9, 
each with four beds ; another the same dimensions with three beds. 

The iron bedsteads are here used. One^heet was soiled ■ otherwise 
the rooms and bedding were clean. The sheets are changed regularly 
once a week and oftener if necessary. 

The dining, clothes, bath, day roojns and water-closet were in good 
order. 

Ward 2. — This ward for a quiet clasa contained sixtv-four patients 
and three attendants. Ten slept on the floor in the day-room from 
want of room and accommodations. This ward is the same as the cor- 
I'esponding one in the female department. Two dormitones contained 
ten beds each, and one eleven. Four rooms with four, and four with 
two beds in each. The rooms and bedding were clean. 

The bath-room and water-closet the floors of which are tiled, were 
in good order. Knives, forks and crockery were used in the dining- 
room, which was neatly arranged. The patients were well clothed 
and the general appearance of the ward was good. 

Ward 3. — This is the refractory ward, and contained sixty patients 
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and four attendants; two extra atteiidau Is work out during the day. 
Fire slept on the Hoor in the hall and two in the tower,from lack oC ao- 
commoaatious. Oue disturbed patient was looked iu a room. When 
seen he was nude and violent and was also destructive. Three 
laree dormitories contained each eleven beds, three rooms four, one two, 
ana three oue bed. Iron and wooden bedsteads are here used. A 
number of soiled sheets were noticed. 

No knives or forks are used in the dining-room, which was in neat 
order. The clothes-room was in good order and well ventilated. 

Tlio water-closet and bath-room with tiled floors were clean. The 
patients were noatlj clothed. 

Ward 4. — This warQ for the quiet and filthy clasa contained fifty- 
eight patients and six attendants. Two of the patients slept on the 
floor in the hail. One noisy patient slept in the tower at night. One 
was sick in bed. Three dormitories contained eleven beds each, four 
rooms four each, and four, .cue each. Wooden bedsteads are on 
this ward. Somo rubber sheets were used. The bedding and rooms 
were in neat condition and clean. In the diaing-room no knives or 
forks are used. The room was in good order. Clothes-room neat. 

The water-closet and bath-room were in good order, the floors tiled, 
and the general appearance was good. 

The chapel seats about 300, contains hard wood benches and is 
neatly furnished. The help constitutes the choir. 

The male supervisor receives $35 a month and the female t20. 
The male attendants receive from tl6 to $28 a month, and the female 
from tlO to $18. 

Femalb Department. 

Ward 1. — This ward in the basement is for a quiet class and contained 

sisty-three patients and four attendants. None slept on the floor. 
The dormitories are about 38 x 22 x 9. Two contained ten beds 
each and one nine; nine rooms with four beds in each. Iron and 
wooden bedsteads are used. The rooms and bedding were clean. 
There is no dav room on this ward, the patients sitting iu the hall. 
The superintendent stated that more settees had been purehased sinoe 
the last visit, which were at the depot ready to be brought up. The 
diaing-room was in neat order, and knives and forks are used. The 
water-closet and bath-room were in good order, but the floors are of 
wood. The clothes-room was orderly. The general appearance of the 
ward was neat and the patients were well clothed. 

WardH. — This is a quiet ward and contained sixty-eight patients 
and four attendants, l-ighteen slept on the floor in the day room, 
whioh ia M x 48 x 13 ; five slept in the hall, which is 126 x 0. 
There are three dormitories, 18 x 24 x 12, eleven beds in each, placed 
close together. Fourtooms contained one bed each. The beds and 
rooms were clean. The bed ticks are sewed by attendants assisted by 
the patients. 

Knives and forks are used in the dining-room, which was in neat 
condition. The clothes room was orderly and well ventilated. The 
floors in the bath-room and water-closet were of tile and'no odor was 
noticed. The general appearance of the ward was good. 

Wardd. — There were fifty-four violent and disturbed patients on 
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this -ward, in cha^e of four atteadante. Three alept on the floor in 
the day room. The rooms are the same as those jast described. 
There were ten beds in each of three dormitories. The bedding aod 
rooms were in good order and clean. 

No knives or forks are used in the dining-room. The patients were 
well clothed, and the clothes-roooi was neatly arranged. Tile floors 
are in the water-closet and hath-room, which were in good order. 

Ward i. — This ward for the filthy class contained fifty-five patients 
and fonr attendants, one short of the regular nnmber. Twenty-one 
patients slept on the floor in the day room and one slept in the tower. 
The bedsteads are of wood. Two dormitories contained eleven beds each, 
and one ten. Many of the beds were supplied with mbber slieet^ 
The bed ticks were all sewed up so that no straw could escape. 
There were two single rooms, two with two, and four with foar beds in 
each. The rooms and bedding were in good order and clean. 

Three patients had on canvas raitta on account of their destructive- 
nesa. The general appearance of the ward was neat and the patients 
were well clothed. A number of patients had been removed to the 
outer buildings since the last visit. 

Detached Bdildino — (Femaleh). 

Since the last visit the upper story of the detact;ed building has been 
occupied. 

Ward 1. — This is the moat violent ward in tho institution and con- 
tained thirty patients and three attendants. Two slept on the floor in 
the halt. One dormitory, 31 x 24 x 11, contained fourteen beds; 
seven rooms, 8 x I'i, contained two beds each. The rooms and bed- 
ding were neat and clean. Most of tho patients were very noisy. 

No knives or forks are used in the diuing-room. Tlie clothes-room 
was in neat order and well ventilated. The floors in the water-closet 
and bath-room are tiled and no odor was noticed. The patients were 
well clothed and the general appearance of the ward was good. 

Ward 2. — This w^ is for a filthy class and contained twenty-three 
patients and three attendants. ' Here the arrangements are the same as 
those on the floor below. Tliere were twelve beds in the dormitory 
and two in each of the other rooms. The bedsteads are of woodand most 
of the beds were supplied with rubber sheets. The rooms and bed- 
ding were in good order and clean. One patient had her hands tied 
with a cloth string, which was removed by tho physician. The 
general appearance was good and the patients were well clothed. 

The soiled clothes are thrown down a shaft which runs from the 
upper to the lower floor. 

North Extensiok — (Malbb). 
The north extension was formerly the carpenter shop, paint shop 
and harness shop of the Inebriate asylum. It is a one-story bnilding 
and is nsed for patienta and also as sleeping qnirtera for some of the 
male help. The hall runs through the center, at each end of which 
is alarge room. The help sleep in small rooms opening into the hall. 
There were thirty-nine (;iuiet patients in the building. One dormitory is 
22 X 37 X 11 and contained thirteen beds ; another dormitory is 31 z 
30, and contained sixteen beds. The rooms and bedding were clean. 
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and the patients appeared contented. The sitting room is also used aa 
a dining-room. 

On this occHsioQ the dinner consisted of meat, potatoes, bread, soup, 
rice and molasses. 

Books, 

Under section 13, chapter 280, laws of 1879. The case book was 
written up to date. Id this book the names of the officers bringing 
patients are recorded. A diary is kept, copies of letters, account 
books, and all letters are hied. 

Sec, 16. Complied with. Book kept in the office of the secretary. 

Sec. 17. Complied with. 

Sec. 13, Complied with. The balances are made the 30th of 
September, the end of the fiscal year. 

Sec. 14, Complied with. 

Sec. 19, The purchases are made for cash or the usual tea to thirty 
days, which is cash in business. The abstract of Tonchers is in the 
hands of the seci'etary, but the oath of the steward is not attached. 

The commitment papers for the three months previous to day of 
visitation were examined. The certiticates of Saratoga county are 
indorsed by the judge, who approves the finding of lunacy. 

Caflb book of patients examined- When a patient is received, if he 
has any money it is placed in the care of the steward who keeps the 
account iu this book, and if the patient wishes any thing it is pur- 
chased for him out of his money. 

Daily report book, admission and discharge book, employees' time 
book, and requisition book were examined. Also in the steward's 
office the pay-roll book, book of record of help, and bill book. Some 
vouchers were also examined. All were found in good form. 



SCHEDULE H. 

State AsTLnsi por Insane Oeiminals, Acburk, N. Y. 

Yisited by Commissiooer Milhan of the Committee on Insane,, 
October 6, 1884. Escorted through the building by Dr. MacDonald, 
superintend out. 

The building is of white stone. The center is the admiaistration 
building, from each side of which extends a long wing. Attached to 
the west wing, and running to the rear, is another long wing ; and to 
the end of this is a short cross-wing. The wings are two stories and 
basemeut, the male patients occupying all but the upper floor of the 
eastwing, which, vm accommodate twenty-five patients. The center . 
buildicg is three stories and basement. Thoasylumis under the mau- 
agemeiit of the euperintendeut of State prisons, and on the day of visi- 
tation there were 149 male and sevenfemalepatiouts in the institution. 
The grounds are surrounded by walls twelve feet high, and are nicely 
laid oDt in flower beds. 

Persons indicted and found insane, or those acquitted on the ground 
ot insaaity, and criminal cases from State asylums, are here received. 
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Tbo male partwaa much orerorowded, but there was a detaobed build- 
IDK being erected in which all the patients and sabordiaate officers 
vill dine, und apartmenta were being arranged in part of the Qppet 
Btorj for the officers. Tbe other part of the npper story will be the 
chapel. This will relieve the pressure, as the present diniog-rooius will 
accommodate abont fifty more paiieots, when converted into dormils- 
ries. Tbe dining-room is to be arranged as in a hotel, with smaS 
tables in difFerenc, parts. 

The saperinteDdent ia nnder bonds, acta as treasurer and pays out 
all moneys. The steward acts as book-keeper. The funds are drawn 
monthly from tbe comptroller, and all moneys mnat be acooanted for 
each month before funds can be drawn for the current month. 

The superintendent stated that there had been no restraint in tbe 
asylum for the last three years ; and sines restraint has been abol- 
ished, there has been no ward that could be called a distnrbed 
ward ; every thinjt has been more orderly. New arrangements wen 
being made for heating, and the new building was being plastered. A 
number of patients were assiatingin the work. 

When we eqtered the wards all the patients took seats, and kept 
them until we left. The auperinteudent stated that by this means uie 
physicians can see all, and there is no possibility of mi'Bsing one on hii 
vistts to the wards. 

One supervisor is in charge of the male department. A ni^ht watch- 
man makea hourly rounds to all the wards at night, beginning at ten 
o'clock, and in the morning he reports to the office. The doors to tie 
rooms are locked at seven p. a. The rising belt rings at five o'clock 
iu the summer and half past five in the winter. Gas is uaed through- 
out the aaylam. No knives and forks are used. Tablecloths, crockerj 
and Bpoons are used in the dining-rooms. Moat of the patients wore 
unirorma, consisting of a blue coat and grey vest and pants. All the 
clothing is made in the institution. All the bedsteads are of wood with 
wooden alats. 

In the east wing the stairs are of wood, and in the west wing thej 
are of atone. No fire appliances were in the building eicepba few. hand 
grenades, but the superintendent stated that they intended to place a 
line of small hose on each ward. They have the Holly system of water 
supply, so that no engine is required to throw a stream of water to 
the upper stories of the buildings. 

The wards were viaited in the following order: 

Males. 
Ward i, — This is for a convalescent class, and contained twenty-two 
patients and four attendants. The rooms were in good order and the 
patients were well clothed. On each bedstead were found a husk tick, 
two sheets, blankets, white spread and pillow. Iron bars are on the 
upper half of the doors and in the tranaom. Moat of the patients make 
their own bedg. lu each room ia an exit flue, and in the hall are 
ventilators near the floor, and near the ceiling are exit flues. The 
heating was being changed from direct to indirect radiation. Tables 
and lai^e chairs were in the hall. In front of each bed was a strip of 
rag carpet Both single and dormitory rooms are on this ward. Win- 
dows are on one side and rooms on the other. The bath>room and 
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water-oloset; have tile Soors aad were ia good ttrisr. The nrinal is 
supplied with hot water, and the sewer pipes lead up to the roof. In this 
room is also a basin. In the dining-room were long wooden tables and 
stools. 

Ward 7. — This ward is for the worst class, and contained twentv- 
nine patients and three attendants. Here the rooms are on each side 
of the hall. Settees are in the hall, and pictures were nn the walls. 
There are small at^nare holes iu the doors for observation. Eight rooms 
are aapplied with inside blinds for the windows^ and two rooms were 
lined with heavy ash boards. These latter were for patients that 
destroy the walls. The day-room is in an alcove in the hall. A number 
of plants were iu the ball, giving it a cheerful appearance. Three beds 
were made on the floor, for destructive patients. One excited patient 
was locked iu one of the strong rooms. The general appearance was 
good. 

Ward 6. — This ward is for an iotennediate class, and contained 
thirty-one patients and two attendants. Heavy chairs were in the hall 
and pictures were on the wall. Seven rooms were supplied with 
inside bliods to the windows. Two patients were sick in bed. 
The strong rooms have two locks on the doors, one nfear the top, and 
the regular lock. The hall runs through the center, with rooms on 
each side, and small windows aro in the doors for observation. The 
patients looked well and the rooms and bedding were clean. In the 
hall were plants, an aquarium and bird cage, giving it a cheerful 
appearance. The general bathing day is Friday, when a change of 
underclothing is supplied. 

Ward 3. — This ward is for a quiet class, and contained twenty-one 
patients and two attendanls. The rooms are on one side of the hall 
and windows on the other. The rooms and bedding were in good 
order, and the patients were well dressed and clean. The walls were 
decorated with pictures, which gave the ward a pleasant appearance. 
Iron bars are in tlie upper half of the doors. 

Ward 1. — This ward is for a quiet class, and contained twenty-one 

Salients and two attendants. Iron bars are in the upper half of the 
oors. Booms are one side of the hall only, and windows on the other. 
The hall was neatly arranged ; a bird cage was suspended from the 
ceiling, plants were in the windows, books and games were on the 
tables. Tho patients looked well and the rooms and bedding were 
clean. 

Ward 5. — This ward is for a working class, and contained twenty 
patients and one attendant. At this time all were out working. The 
rooms are on each side of the hall, and email windows are in the doors 
for observation. The laundry man acts as a relief to the attendant 
in charge. Tho hall was furnished with settees and the general 
appearance was neat. 

Slippers are exchanged for shoes when the patients ^o out, and each 
man has a box or shelf in a general room, marked with his name, in 
which all his things aro placed. 

Females. 
Ward 3. — On this ward there were seven female patients and one 
attendant. The rooms are on one side of the hall, and windows on 
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the other. All of these patients work more or leas every day. mr; 
looked well, and their roomB were ne^^Iy furnished and clean. 1: 
the hall were pictures, flowers, rocking-chairs and tables, with pleor 
of books and papers. 

Basement, — In the basement is the shoe shop. Here one patkL' I 
was employed, who made and mended all the shoes for the institnttoL 
The supenntendent stated that this patient had done all the work fc 
the institution for the past two years. He also raises canary birds, i 
which there were a number in cages around the room. 

About twenty patients were at work in the basement assialang i^ 
masons. The average number working in the kitchen, laundry, etc. 
was stated as fifty. 

The rear building which was under construction, is three stories :l 
height, and was being arranged for dining room, bakery, tailor^sbop 
etc., officers' apartments and ohapel. This hnilding is connectei 
with the main structure by means of a corridor. 

The laundry is in a detached building connected to the center bj- 
corridor where all the work is done oy hand, to utilize the iaboi 
The pounding barrel is used. The ironing is done in the tipper stor 
where female patients are employed. Here were noticed large «t«c 
pipes, and the^uperintendent stated that the low pressure is used. T^ 
pipes are large and raised high above the boiler, and from that pvi: 

fradually descend to the farthest point, and from there the return to i 
oiler is also a gradual descent. This prevents the crackliog noi^ 
generally accompanying the return of condensed steam to the boitct 
Where forty pounds of steam pressure was necessary formerly, £(: 
pounds will now answer. 

The out-buildings were visited and found in good order. Onlvow 
cow is kept, but enough pork is raised to supply the needs of the in- 
stitution. 

The kitchen is in the basement of the main building. It contatm 
modem improvements, cement floor, and was orderly, as were alic 
the store-rooms. 

In the tailor shop six male patients were at work making and 
mending clothing. The cloth was examined, and was of good qnsi- 
ity. An the suits and underclothing are here made, and all tbe 
mending of the institution is done here also. 

Books. 

The case book was fully written up, and contained the following 
headings: Name, admitted, number, number for year, class, sex, age, 
nativity, civil condition, number of children, occupation, degree of 
education, religion, habits, insane relations, date of attack, dnratioo. 
number of attack, number of admission, age at first attack, suicidal, 
homicidal, eyes, accompanying bodily disorders, physical conditios, 
cause, form, correspondent, on whose order admitted. 

Entries are made as soon as the patient is admitted, and from time 
to time thereafter. 

Registry of admissions and discharges. This book is about thesame 
as the " Long Book" and has the following headings ; Total number, 
name, number for year, class, date of admission, number of admisnoD, 
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color, age, height, weight, hair, eyea, nativity, eex, civil condition, 
number of children, occupation, degree of edncation, profession of 
religion, habits of life, couaty where tried, crime, date of sentence, 
term of sentence (years, mouths, days), from where received, occnps- 
tiou while in prison, nnmber of conviction, insane before conviction, 
icsaue relations, alleged exciting cause, form of mental disorder, ac- 
companying bodily disorder, dateof attack, duration before admission, 
uamber of attack, age at first attack, time of leaving asylum, time 
ic asylum, result, remarks (suicidal, homicidal, inclined to escape, 
' etc.), total number. 

Daily Notes. — This book is written up daily by the assistant physi- 
cian, and from this the case book is written up from time to time. 

The Prescription Book shows what medicines given, when given, 
and when discontinued. 

The extra diet list is revised every Saturday and sent to the cook. 

The assistant physician has charge of the dispensary. Medicine is 
issued in doses in cups, and the supervisor gives it personally, except 
that the night watch occasionally gives it under written directions 
from the physician. Very little medicine is given to produce sleep. 

The night watch's report for one night was as follows; Every thing 
quiet except one man restless, and one man laughing at 4 o'clock. No 
medicine administered to produce sleep. 

•The report for the present month shows: No sleeping medicine 
given. 



SOHEDULE I. 
State Astlum for Insane Euiqrants, Ward's Island. 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau of- the Committee on 
Insane, October 14, 18S4. Escorted through the, asylum by Dr. U. 
B. C. Peck, who has immediate charge of the insane. 

The administration building is some distance from the insane asy- 
lum. On the day of visitation there were 123 patients in the asylum, 
seventy men and hfty-three women. The capacity is ninety men and 
sixty women. 

l^e main structure consists of three buildings connected with cor- 
ridors and forming three sides of a square. The buildings are of brick, 
the front building being two stories and mansard roof, and the others 
only ono story. A little to the south are two one-story brick pavilions, 
which form an L. Between these and the main structure is the en- 
gine house which connects the two. There is a cellar with stone iioor 
to all the buildings. There is a night attendant for each department 
who makes his rounds every hour. The bnildit^s are heated by di- 
rect radiation. Croton water and gas is used. Pails of water are on 
each ward for use in case of fire. Fire extinguishers are also in the 
building. The cooking is done in a main kitchen and brought to the 
asylum in cans. The male patients occupy the front and rear build- 
ing of the main s'lructure, and the female patients occupy the center 
building and the L. 
The rear building is used as a male strong-room, and the east wing 
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of the L as a female strong-room. Id tbese bnildines there are aingii 
rooms oa one side of the hall and windows on the ouier. The dinmi 
room is at one end and the closet and bath-room at the other. Ha 
most Tiolent patients are taken from the other wards and placed i: 
the strong-roome, and the number here is constantl; chan^ng. h 
the other buildings the open dormitory is used. The dlning-roomf 
are in center extensions, and the closets and bath-rooms in a come 
extension; the floors are all of wood. All resti-runt; is in charge of: 
head orderly. The iron bedatead ia used, with straw tick, two shea, 
blankets, white spread^ and straw pillow. ^U who are able go o:: 
every day, and there is an inclosed airing court for each departm?ii: 
The head orderly administers the medicine according to the ordatit 
the physician. Restraint is only used on the physioiaii's orders, qh 
less a patient becomes very violent, when it is applied and reported^ 
the physician. When ticks get soiled they are not washed, bat it 
placed in the air to dry and are then used a^aio. For dinner the j^ 
tients had beef, soap, bread, potatoes, and rice. 

Males. 
Wardl. — This ward is for a convalescent working class, and oo:- 
tained eighteen patients and two atteiidauts, including the onlerk 
Most of the patients were out working. The beds and floor*we-i 
clean, the room looked neat, and had pictures ou the walls. Chsn 
are used. Crockery and knives and forks are used in the diaii:- 
room. In the bath-room is also a wash basin. A bad odor wii 
noticed in the water-ctoaet. The general appearance of the wa>rd «x 

good. 

Ward 2. — This hall is for a class next to the convalescents, sii<.' 
contained thirty-two patients and two attendants. Blue spread.' 
were on the beds, and settees were in the room. One soiled bei 
noticed, and many mattresaes had old stains. All patients went oni 
walking, and some worked. Three hoys were on tnis ward : B. H.. 
acute mania, seventeen years old, admitted Augnst %, 1884; notbiii; 
10 show his parentage, who his friends were or who accompanied him 
ou the ship. C. £., record examined, and found correct. J. £. L, 
from Pennsylvania; nothing by which to identify him. 

On the upper floor of this building ia a dormitory, with bed.< 
to accommodate some of the patients on the floor below. Some of tlie 
mattresses had old stains on them. Another dormitory on this floor 
contained beds, but was not used. 

A number of new straps were seen in the store-room, which the 
physician stated had been there two years but were never used ; also 
some that had been used, and a pair of mittens, mufi and wristlet& 

In the corridor leading to the center building is a sewing-room, in 
which three or four patients generally work. 

The rear building is for violent patients, of whom there were 
fifteen, and two attendants. One patient wore a muff to prereot bis 
injuring himself. The patients were seen at dinner; thtee were 
eating standing, from lack of accommodations. Three were in secln- 
sion, and three beds were made on the floor in the rooms for 
destructive patients. Two fixed chairs, and settees ara in tlie liall. 
One patient was taken out of the room in which he had been locked. 



id By Google 



State Board op CHAEiriEg. 193 

and became very noiay; when put back he tried to break down the 
door, and made a great disturbance. Another, when taken out of hia 
room, ran into the closet aud slammed the door ; when the orderly 
tried to take him out, he struck him a bad blow in the eye, raising a 
large swelling. The orderly then called for help, and the physician 
assisted him to place the patient back into his room. The rooms 
lock with spring locks. Wlieo aasistance is wanted the attendant 
pulls a bell, which rings in the main building. The patients were 
comfortably clothed, and the rooms were clean. 

Females. 

Center pavilion. — On this ward there were twenty-two patients of a 
disturbed class and two attendants. Kone were in restraint. A 
female orderly has charge of the patients in this department, and the 
patients assist in doing the work. The walls were decorated with 
pictui'cs. One patient was locked in the bath-room on account of 
violence. A bad odor was noticed in the water-closet. Only one 
patient is bathed without change of water. The most excited patients 
are kept in the corridor leading to the rear building. All were well 
clothed, and the beds were in good order. 

North wing, — This ward is for a, conralescent class, and contained 
eighteen patients and two attendants, including the orderly. Pic- 
tures were on the walls, and the room looked clean. The corridor is 
used as a day-rooni. A slight odor was aoticed in the water-closet. 
The patients looked well, and the ward was in good order. 

East wing. — This wing contains the strong-rooms. This ia for a 
violent class, and contained thirteen patients and two attendants. 
Two fixed chairs are in the hall, and one room is padded. Most of 
the patients were in the airing court; noae were in restraint, and 
the ward was in good order. Tlie patients were seen in the yard, 
which has a nice lawn with benches, and a shed. One patient was 
very noisy. A sewing-room is in this wing, in which about teii 
patients do sewing. A small office is also in the wing. 

Books. 

Case Book. — All admissions were written up to date, and entries are 
frequently made. 

Admission and discharge book examined and found written up. 

The registry of admissions contains the following headings : Isame, 
date of admission, total number, number for year, how sent, male, 
female, age, civil condition, number of children, occupation, degree 
of education, profession of religion, habits, nativity, residence, insane 
relations, alleged exciting causes, form of mental disorder, accom- 
panying bodily disorder, date of attack, duration before admission, 
number of attack, number of admission, age at first attack, time of 
leaving asylum, time in asjlnm, result, observations, suicidal, homi- 
cidal, etc. This corresponds to the " Long Book." 

Census Book. — This book shows the number in the asylum daily. 

The hooks are kept by the orderly, who makes an oral report to the 
physician daily, but no record is kept except when necessary to make 
an entry in the case book, which is kept by the physician. The at- 
tendants make daily reports which are kept on the ward and handed 
in once a week. 
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SCHEDULE J. 

New York City Lunatic Asylum, Blackwbll'b Islakd. 

Females. 

(Boat foot of East Seventy-sixth street^ 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhaa, of the Committee x 
Insane, October 11, 1884. Escorted through the buildings by th^ 
Uedical Superio tendon t, Dr. T. M. FrankHn, the out-door mstrc. 
also accompanying us through the outer buildings. 

The institution occupies the northern part of the Island, acdcoE- 
Bists of the main building, "the lodge," "the retreat," and nin' 
pavilions. The main building is in charge of the house matron, m 
the other buildings are in charge of the out-door matron. 

Tbe main building is built of gray 8toue,isfour stories in heigbttsn^ 
ie"L"Bhaped,with a cupola at the angle, which partis called the ac- 
ini nisti-ation building. 

The lodge is situated a short distance to the south, and is a thra- 
story and attic stone structure. Further to the south is the retiet:. 
which is three stories and attic. The pavilions are long one-stoP 
frame etructares. The lawns slope down to the shores. Dr. Franklti. 
resides in a cottage on the island. 

In the main building there are eight wards, four in each wiag. A- 
the end of each wing is a fire-escape, also a wooden stairway, anain thi 
center is a circular staircase. 

Numerous squads of patients were seen out walking, all comfortaU' 
clothed and apparently happy. A merry-go-round is on the lawn fb: 
the amusement of the patients, which was built almost entirely b< 
money received by the patients for nick-nacks and fancy work. Is 
this way they also paid for a piano. 

The main building is about fifty years old, and the wings are known 
as the north and south wings. The corridors are 370 feet long. 

In the amusement hall the patients have calisthenic exercises eveij 
Monday afternoon ; dancing school Wednesday afternoon ; dancing 
parties Saturday afternoon ; besides dances evenings on some of the 
wards. Croquet and out-door sports are indulged in daring the snm- 
mer. Dr. Franklin has lately introduced a novel arrangement for the 
protection of a class of patients who are constantly trying to jump 
into the river when out walking. A gaudily colored chariot, to whicli 
is attached a long rope, painted in bright colors, is used as follows: 
Eaclt patient has a belt fastened around her waist, which is hidden 
under a colored sash ; to this belt is fastened a small crosB-rope from 
the main rope attached to the chariot. An invalid is then placed iu 
the wagon, the patients take hold of the rope, and the processioc 
starts, the patients feeling that they are doing a service for the invalid, 
and at the same time they are prevented from jumping into the river, 
and have the benefit of the open air without any appearance of restraioL 
The procession was seen by the committee, and the patients appeared 
to enjoy it. 

On the shore, every three hundred feet, are life-lines for use in case 
of emei-gency, A large bathing pond, inclosed by walls of masonry. 
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ith an inlet from the river, is used by the patients during Bumtner. 
L braDoh of the city fire department is on the island, and also a 
hemical engine. Besides fire extinguiBhers and hoBe, in the main 
uilding, lodge and retreat, there is an electric connection with the 
ire department, ao tliat the iuBbitutlon ia well protected in case of fire. 
A night physician visits all the ivards three or four times every 
kigbt, but does not preEcritie for patients unless in emergency cases, 
.ho day physicians preferring to be called. He also has charge of the 
Uscipline at night, A. written report from him ia laid on the super- 
ntendont'a table every morning. The head attendant on each ward 
jiT^s tbe medicine and looks after the general housekeeping. Each 
tttendant is supplied with a printed copy of the rules of the iostitu- 
^ioD, and when she goes out, this, with ner keys, is placed in a closet 
n the oflSce, and called for when ahe returns. The patients mate 
:heir beds. The hospital ward is in charge of a trained nurse day 
ind n^ght. All the clerks are work-house men. The night watchman 
must eee every night attendant in the institution, every second houc 
daring tlto night. Thermometers are on each ward. 

On the day of visitation there were 1527 patients in the asylum, the 
more quiet class (about one-half) being in the pavilions, which have no 
bars to the windows. 

The main building is heated by direct radiation. Gas and Croton 
water are used. The institution was very much over-crowded. Anight 
attendant is on every hall. All the clothing of the patients is made by 
them in the institution, besides which they do work for other institu- 
tions. A medicine closet is on each ward, but Dr. Franklin stated 
that as soon as he could get more supervisors he was going to change 
the system of giving medicine, and have the snpervisors call for it at 
the apothecary Bhop three times a day. 

Three entertainments were given b^ the patients themselves during 
tbe past season, not a sane person bemg on ^ho stage. 
The wards were visited as follows : 



Main Building. 
Ward 5. — This ia the receiving ward where patients are kept until 
clasaifieil. It contained twenty-five patients, one night and four day 
attendants. Here tlie patieuts are measured, weighed, history taken 
and eiamined. The rooms are on each aide of the hall. In the dining- 
room were long benchea and a long board table. Tin diahea were used 
hut DO knives or forks, the patients eating with spoons. Most of the 
patients were out walking. Chairs are used in the day room besides 
settees. The school troughs arc used in the water-oiosets ; filled with 
six inches of water, which is often run oft and fresh water run 
in. The water-closet, with floor of stone, was in good condition, 
Bath in good order. At the end of the hall on each aide is a small ' 
hall with three rooms on one side only, windows on the other. Tbe 
bads are sapplied with straw-ticks, two sheets, blankets, straw pillows 
and white spreads. Three fised chairs are in the hall. AH the other 
wards in this building are a duplicate of this. The beds were clean and 
tbe ward was in good order. The ward opens into an airing court. Dr. 
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Franklin stated that he wag in favor of these courts for a certain da 
or^tients. 

Ward 6. — This ward is for a qniet class and contained BeTeuty-Bere 
patients and fotir attendants. Grockerj is here used, bat do kniTesJ 
forks. The patients wereengaged in placing ^ames and reading. Tb 
walls of the day room were decorated with pictnrea, and a piano ia •: 
thedayroom. The bath-room, thefloorof which iswood, wasinnw 
order. Three orfoarpatients bathein tbeeame water. The water-w» 
was in good order, and the ward generally was in good conditioo. 

Ward 7. — This ward ia for a suicidal class and contained eighty-tK 
patients and fonr attendants. On account of the crowded conditii}i 
twenty-seven were obliged to sleep on the floor, some in rooms m 
others in the halls. Some of these patients had filthy habits and }£ 
to be changed three times a day. Tin dishes are here need. PictiL-s 
and mottoes were on the walls. Some of tlie patients were engaged !: 
sewing, while others were reading, but none were in restraint. Tu 
dothes-room was in neat order and well ventilated. A camieole n 
tonnd on the hall, but the attendant stated that it had only t>een nsc- 
once in about ten months, and that restraint is never nsed without tL 
order of the physician. The patients were comfortably clothed k: 
the ward was in good order. 

Ward 8. — This ward is for an excitable class and contained siil;- 
two patients and four attendants. None were in restraint, bnt 
camisole was on the ward, which the attendant said had not been Die 
in a month. Thirteen patients slept on the floor from lack of accommc- 
dations, and five on account of violence, bnt the most violent patieos 
are taken to the lodge. Fifty patients were sewing on blankets fe 
the Infants' Hospital at Randall's Island. The patients were all sesli^ 
in the day room, were well clothed and qniet. Tlie ward was in goA 
order. 

Ward 4. — This ward is also for an excited class, and contained siif- 
eight patients and four attendants. Four had filthy habits; none were in 
restraint. The patients were clean and the ward wasingoodcondidob 

A water tank is on this ward and on ward eight. 

Ward 3- — This ward is for a convalescent class, and contained fifij 
patients and two attendants. Two patients slept on the floor from lac^ 
of accommodations. One patient wore a camisole at night for snrgid 
reasons. The rooms were furnished with tables and chairs, andpictorel 
were on the walls. In the day room of this ward, Protestant religioai 
services are held on Sundays. A number of patients were engaged is 
sewing, and papers and games were ou the tables. Chairs are used o 
this ward and patients were in good order. 

Ward 3, — This is the hospital ward and contained thirty-five patieni 
and four attendants. Some of the p.itients mnst be changed as often 
as ten times a day, and on this day about 100 sheets were seat to thi 
wash. When one patient leaves a room it is pnri&ed before another i) 
placed in it. One room is kept vacant for emergencies. In case of an 
epidemic the only place that could be used is the amnsemeot hall 
Flowers and plants were in the rooms, and papers and games were on 
the tables; pictures were on the walls and the rooms were nicely arranged.' 
The dinner was being prepared, which consisted of mutton brotiijmnt- 
ton, potatoes and bread. The superintendent stated that this wns the 
same for the whole institution. The meat is cut into small pieces and 
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eaten with a Bpoon. Some patients were iu bedand others were eittiog up. 
Colored bod spreads are here used, and the ward was in good order. 

Wardl. — On this ward there were seventy-eight patients of an 
intermediate class and four attendants. An attendant stated that 
only two patients are here bathed in the eame water. Twenty-five 
slept on the fioor from lack of accommodations. The patients wore seen 
a.t dinner. The room was much over-crowded, and three were eating 
theirmealstandiagat the window-sill, while one was being fed by an at- 
tendant: A namber were alBO eating in the day room. Sheets were being 
made for Bellevne Hospital. A piano was in the day room. Pillow 
shams were on some of the beds. The rooms were clean and the patients 
looked comfortable. 

A two Btory stone building was being constructed, the kitchen and 
laundry to be on the first fioor and the apartments for the help on the 
upper story. 

The store-rooms were in good order. 

All modern improvements ai'e in the kitchen, thefioor is of stone, 
£nd fourteen work-house men were here employed. 

The laundry is on the same fioor, has stone fioor, two steam wash- 
ing machines, rotary wringer, about thirty stationary tabs, and a 
steam engine. 

Dr. Smith, State Commissioner in Lunacy, examines case book and 
medical papers and books, and i-eports them in full. 

The weekly cost of maintenance, including clothes, oEScers' salaries, 
ordinary repairs, etc., is from *1.C0 to *1.80. 

A short distance from the main building is a neat one-atory frame 
chapel for Catholic services. The building has lately been enlarged, 
mostly by contributions from the attendants. 

The amusement hall is a neat one story frame building, furnished 
with settees, stage and piano. The walla are decorated with pictures. 
There is also a library with two cases of books, one of which belongs 
to an Episcopal clergyman, and the other belongs to the asylum. 

Pavilioitb. 

The nine pavilions ooni^ained about one-half of the population. The 
patients are a quiet chiss, and no bars are on the windows. One pavil- 
ion is for filthy and another for epileptic patients. Aside from this 
there is no classification. The buildings are frame, and duplicates. - 
The beds are placed on each dde of a large room, with settees 
in the center or passage way. In a center extension is the dining- 
room, pantryand atteniuihte' room. In a corner extension is the bath 
and water-closet. Six large stoves heat each building ; gas is used. 
Windows are on each side and ventilators in tbe ceiling. -Ventilating 
pipes also run from the stoves in some of the pavilions. Upper win- 
dows are at each end, which are kept open iu the winter. The water 
is heated in a tank. A fire extinguisher is in each pavilion. 

Pavilion K. — Most of the patients in this pavilion work, one part 
in the morning and the other in the afternoon. There were thirty 
patients and two attendants. Chairs and settees were supplied. 
Patients bathe once a week. The attendant stated that occasionally 
patients object to being bathed in the water in which others have 
baUied, but the water would not hold out if each was bathed separately. . 



zed By Google 



198 Annual Befobt of the 

Tbe school eink is used id the water-closet, and an iron bath tab '.: 
the batb-room. The floors are of wood but were in good conditju^ 
Tbe pavilion was in good order. 

Pavilion G. — This is for a filthy class and couiaioed sixtj-three i» 
tients and four attendants. The patients sit at one end of the n»i 
near the closet. No bad odor was perceptible, and tbo room h&i , 
pleasant appearance, havinfl; pictures on the walls. A large Bum'te 
of patients are raised nightly, each several times. Abont forty shftj 
are changed on an average each day, rubber shectsare here aseo. (h- 

?itient was sick in bed. Two night attendants are ■emplora. 
ho general condition was good. There is an awning at the end 
tbe building under which the patients sit A number of beds «<: 
seen outside of the building, from which the soiled straw wa3 bein. 
taken and changed. 

I^vilion H. — Here were aeventy-ooe patients and three attendaci 
Tbe patients were all seated andquiot. They were comfortably clothe 
and the ward was in good order. 

Pavilion F. — This is for epileptics and contained aeventy-Gve ^ 
tients andfourattendant9,be8ide8onenight watch and three assistant 
Three or four patients were lying on the floor just recovering fromik 
attack of convalsions, and one went into convulsions during our ns 
Every alternate bed is removed from the rows, in place of which bcl- 
were made on tbe floor for those for whom it was thought necessarj 
A reflecting light used at night, ia at the end of tbe room. No ott'r: 
lights arc used. There are three fixed chairs which are oocaaionaF, 
used, but none were in restraint at this time. The general conditiiu 
of the patients and beds was good. Patients are occasionally confiuci 
in two small rooms on account of violence. About thirty patients n: 
raiscd several times at night, and about forty sheets are changed daiij. 
Bubber sheets are 'used on the beds. Some patients were sewing mi 
others were reading. 

Pavilion E. — Here were seventy-two patients and three atteadwu- 
All were oat walking, except a few who were scrubbing, and wash- 
ing dishes. About eight make brushes. The ward was in gool 
order. 

Pavilion D. — This building contained seventy-two patients and thrw 
attendants. All were out walking, and some of the patients were sees 
in a small grove where there is a summer house and swing. EveiT 
■ thing in good order. 

Pavilion A. — Here were aeventy-fonr patients and three attend- 
ants. Fonr patients slept on beds made of benches, with nuE- 
tressee, etc., from lack of accommodations. A number of patjenti 
were scrubbing, tkoA tbe others were in the grove. Gtames and papers 
were on the tables. Two patients bathe in the same water. 

Pavilion B. — Here were seventy-two patients and two attend- 
ants, one short. Fans which were presented by some lady, were lying 
on each bed. Flowers and plants were in the windows, pictners on 
the walls, and games on the tables, giving the room a pleasant appear- 
ance. ' 

Pavilion C. — Here were seventy-flve patients and three attend- 
ants. All were sitting ontside on settees, except a number that were 
scrubbing. All in good order. 
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Tee Lodge. 



In tliis bnildiog are six warda, two on each floor. Here the 
Qoat -violent clasa ia kept. Two wooden staircaseB run npfrom the 
isll ID front, and fii-e esoapea in the rear. All the patients were oat 
ralkiag except one who waa aick. There were thirteen patients on 
tach ward and two atteodanta. There are two rows of roome, one 
row Id each ward, arranged back to back, with a small opening be- 
tween running to the top of the building. The rooms are cell-like, and 
althongh very clean, some had a cell odor. All the beda are made up 
on the floor. Small openings are in the back wall of the cells. The 
redeeming feature ia, that the cells, although they must be ill venti- 
lated in the winter, are set off by the pleosant day room, which is in- 
closed witii glass, and is entirely exposed to the son. The day room is 
also used as a, dining-room, and cootaioed fixed chairs. An iron 
grating separates the day room or hall from the windows. The build- 
ing ia heated by direct radiation. There ia one night attendant for 
each floor. The water-closets and bath are at the end of the halls ; 
the floors arf of wood, and the plumbing ia not in very good order. 
Tho attendants' rooms are in the attic. The house-keeping was 
excellent, but the building is hardly fit for use. Three covered beds 
were in the building, two of which were naed at night. A boiler room 
containing boilers for heating purpoaea ia in this building. 

The Betreat. '' 

There are two parts to this building,,the old and new. The old 
part is arranged similar to the lodge, with cells backing each other, 
and two wards on a floor. The new part has only one ward on each 
floor, and the arrangements are very good. In the " New Betreat" 
the hall runs through the center of the ward with rooms on each side. 
There are thirty rooms on each flool-, three of which are occupied by 
the three attendants in charge. The building ia heated by indirect 
radiation, and each room has a hot air and exit due, as has also the 
hall. A day room has been allowed on each floor of the new part for 
the use of the wards in the old part, but these were then occupied as 
dormitories. The floor in the bath-room iaof cement,andtheroomoon- 
tains four galvanized iron tubs, and marble slabs are around the wall 
to a height of about five feet. The floor of tiie water-closet is of 
wood, and the room contains tea hoppers. In the wash-room where 
the floor is of cement, ia an iron trough. The clothea-closets are 
small but neat. Gas is used, and reflcctora are at each end of the 
hall. A fire plug ia on each floor. The rooms and patients were clean. 
On ward four there were thirty-five patienta of a suicidal clasa. In 
ward five there were fifty patients. The ont-door matron has rooms 
on this ward. 

On ward six there were forty-nine patients. Some of the win- 
dows were supplied with inside wire screens, and three beds were on 
tlie floor for Tmlent patients. Three- patienta, one of whom was 
fastened to a chair, had long sleeves fastened to their dreeaea. One 
patient wore a camisole at night. Many of tho patients were noisy but 
not violent. Fire-proof staircases. 
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In the old part there were two beds in the rooms, and the loom 
were laiver than those ia the lodge. Iron bedsteads used. Screeai 
are iu the nppw panels of the doors. There are no glass day noai 
The housekeeping was good bnt the baUding is old. There ven 
four attendants on each floor, two for each ward. On the fire 
floor were forty-eight patients, and on the second floor fifty patJess 
The upper floor ia made into one ward, »ad the patients sleep in 
large dormitorj, which takes in the whole floor except at the ei 
vhere the bath-room and water-closet are situated. The psdeotsM 
in the dormitory, which is also used as a sitting-room. HerewcK 
seventy-six patients and three attendants. Fire slept on the floor 
from lack of accommodations. The kitchen for the attendants it ii 
a small room on this floor. The patients were out walking. 

The boiler room is on the gronnd floor of the old part, and contsiif 
two boilers for heating purposes. 



SCHEDULE K. 
New York City Abxluu for the Insahb — Ward's IsnAim 

Males. 

(Boat foot of East 110th street. ) 

Visited by Gommissiouers Craig and Milhau of the Committee oa 
Inaane, October 13, 1884. Escorted through the buildings by tk 
Superintendent, Dr. A. E. Macdonald. 

On the da^ of visitation there were 1,495 patients in the asylDO. 
about two-thirds of whom were chronic and the others acnte cases. 

The institation consists of a main building and six wings, one oC 
which was not occnpied. The main bnilding ia three stories, manssid 
roof and basement, and the wings are one story lower, all nearir 
duplicates. The buildings are of brick with sand stone trimming^ 
Four inclosed airing courts are attached to the asylum. Besides these 
buildings there is another called "The Annex" situated some distauce 
from the group and loaned by the Gommissioners of emigration. 

The main bnilding faces to the north, with the wings on each 
side, one standing back a little from that to which it is attached, the 
next back still a little further, so that almost three sides of a Eqnare 
are formed. 

Or. Macdonald stated that there had been several deaths among the 
attendants and much sickness among the of^cera and patienta, owing 
to the defective plumbing and over-crowding in the asylum. 

There ia a line of hose on each ward for use in case of fire, and a 
fire extingaisher on each connecting ward. Tiie buildings were lighted 
by gas, bnt they were advertising for bids to furnish electric lights. 

The clothing of the patients was good. White cotton shirta are worn 
in summer, and changed ouce a week; in winter grey flannel under shirts 
are worn. No knives or forks are used, bnt crockery and tin dishes are 
furnished. Iron bedsteads and straw ticks are used thronghont the 
asylum. There-has been no restraint since the 19th of December lust, and 
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tbe apparatQS are kept ia the drug store and iBBued only on presoription, 
bfae same as medicine. The buildings are heated b; indirect radiation. 
The wingwbich waa partially destroyed by fire was undergoing repairs 
and they expected to move into it in a few days, which will partially 
relieve the over-crowding. Fire-proof staircases are in the baildinga. 
The patients assist in domg the work on the warda The working class 
wear a different colored suit from the others. There is a fireescapeon the 
ontside of each wing. Besides sixteen night attendants, there are 
three night watchmen, one for the main building and one for each 
side. Medical restraint ia occasionally resorted to. At the end of the 
wings, on each ward, there is a visitors' room and separate stair cose, 
so that Tisitors will not have to go through the wards to see friends. 
Tho medical officers take turns in doing night duty. They visit the 
"wards twice a night and the annex once, and also exercise a supervision 
over the attendants. The attendants wear a bine coat with green collar 
and cuffs. The diet table continues for two weeks, differing each 
day and then begins over again. On this occasion tiie patients had 
vegetable sonp, beef, potatoes, and bread for dinner. Visitors are 
permitted to call once in two weeba, and the average number is about 
fifty a day. In the violent wards the patients cannot be separated on 
account of the overerowdtng. There are two supervisors, one for the 
main group and one for the annex. It was notic^ that the superin- 
tendent in addressing the patients called them by name, and upon 
being asked, stated that he knew all tho names of patients and made 
that a special point. There are fourteen asaistaat physicians, only six of 
whom receive pay. The salaries are : senior 11,200, second assistant . 
t?50, third assistant, $650, fourth assistant, 1500, fifth and sixth assist- 
ants, each $240. The amount asked for last year was $55,000 in round 
nnmberafor this asylum. The commissioners received $48,000 but have 
spent only $41,000 and used the difference (or some other institution. 
All the printing for the department is done in the asylum. There ia a 
large swimming pond inclosed with masonry on the shore, with good 
bauiiug accommodations, for the use of the patients in summer. 

There are two admission wards, one for the maniacal and the other 
for the melancholy caaea. 

Warn, 13. — To this ward patientsare promotedfrom the had wards 
after they have improved. Here were twenty-nine patients and two 
attendants. The hall runs through the center with rooms on each side 
and a window at each end. The bath, wash-basin and closets are in 
the same room, with cemeut floor. The closet is an open trough which 
is flushed only when the attendant attends to it. There is one iron bath- 
tub, in which tliree or four are bathed in the same water. Troughs and 
tin basins "are used for washing. The water tanks are fliled at night, 
aa the water supplycannot be depended upon. The dining-room con- 
taina a long wooden table and benches. Settees are in the hall. 
The patients were out walking. All the rooms are single with the ex- 
ception of one dormitory. The clothes-room was in good order but 
poorly ventilated. Smiul peepholes in the doors. The beds were 
clean and the rooms in good order. 

fFortf 14 — This is fee admission ward for the maniacal class, and 
contained seventy-two patients and five attendants. The ward was 
greatly over-crowded, as the fair capacity is fifty. The patients are 
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examined in one of the rooms. TheA«re three dorinitoriea, th« res 
Are single rooms, but some contained two beds. Settees are in tbe 6i) 
room and ball. The water-closet and bath were in fair coaditia: 
The honse-keeping va9 good and the patients vere comfortxl'.- 
clothed. 

Ward 19. — This is the RdmiBaion ward for the melancholy patiena 
of whom there were seventy, and five attendants. This ward waa ik- 
much crowded, two beds being placed in Bome of the rooms. A!I d. 
patients were out walliing, but were seen coming in before welefi 
All took off their hats and laid them on one of the beDnbe^. Tii- 
patients are counted when they leave the wards and also when thr' 
return to see whether any are missing. Some of tbe rooms have ::- 
aide guards. A bad odor was noticed in the closets. The beds w^ 
clean and the patients looked well. 

Ward 18. — This is a promotion ward, and contained twentj-iii 
patients and two attendants. All were out with one exception, but thr 
were seen entering before we left. The ward was nicely decorated ir:: 
pictures. Games were on the tables in the day-room. Every thing n 
in good order. 

Wards. — This is a convalescent ward, and most of tbe patieait 
work. A blind patient was seen working a bead watch case. !> 
ward is decorated with stencil work done bv patients. Mats were i 
some of the doors. Crockery is used in the dining-room. 

Ward 6. — This is the working ward. In one room patients wen 
making brooms and mats. The broom com is grown on the ialiad. 
Dr. Macdonald stated that the goods made Ciknoot be sold on acconntd 
alaw passed in regard to county institutions. Anattendant is in char;; 
of the shops- Kiar, which comes from the West Indies, and bulruEhe!, 
which grow on tbe island, are used in making mats ; in another room 
they were being finished. Mats were being made for the steamer belong- 
ing to the department. Eag mats were also made. There were tweun- 
six patients working on mats, two on brooms, and one blind tom 
was caning chairs. These all looked cheerful, much more so than 
those not employed. In the tailorshop sixteen patients were employed; 
bot sometimes thirty-live are at work. Here all the repairing is done, 
and most of the clothes are made for the asylum. In the shoe shop 
six patients were engaged in making and repairing shoes. They an 
able to do all the mending and much of the new work. The patienls 
in this shop have to be chosen carefully since they nse knives and diarp 
tools. 

Ward 7. — This ward is for a violent class, and contained fifty-six pa- 
tients and three attendants, one less than the usual number. There were 
some rooms with beds, and some windows with inside, serins. The 
patients were quite talkative but not violent. The arrangements 
were good. There are two galvanized iron tubs in the bath-room, 
"and tho water was running in the closets. Games were in the day- 
room. The ward was in good order. 

Ward 11. — This is also for a violent class, and coutained fifty-eight 
patients and four attendants. Some of the windows were Gupphed 
with inside blinds. The water-closet was in bad condition. The 
patients were at dinner, and three, named E. (colored), W. and H. 
became veiy violent at the sight of Dr. Macdonald. Bread and dishes 
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, during which the aupevviaor was kicked and badly 
urt. We were informed that they soon after became quiet. 

Ward 10. — Here were twenty-aevenpatientswith general paresiB, and 
ffo attendants. This ward is on tho top floor and has all dormitory 
}oms. Windows are on one aide of the nail. Colored bed spreads are 
Bed. The water-closet was in lair condition, with a alight odor. The 
leda were clean. Games were on the tables. 

Ward 9. — Thiaward is for a quiet clasa, and contained ninety patients 
nd three attendaota. Here also are dormitory rooms and colored bed 
preads. The patients were seen at dinner. Tin dishes are used. 
Dhe patients looked comfortable and the ward was in good order. 

Ward 1. — This ward contained fifty-one patients and three atteud- 
nts. These were chronic melancholia cases. A number of patients 
'ttre engaged in cleaning the ward. A bad odor was noticed in the 
rster-closet, but the ward generally was in good order. 

WaTd%. — This is the hospital ward, and containea seventy pa- 
rents and five attendanta. On the door of each room was a card con- 
taining the name or names of the patienta occupying it, when admit- 
ted to the asylum, from (ward), book, page. Some of the beds had 
boards along the sides to prevent patients from falling out. Forty pa- 
tients were in bed, the regaainder were sitting np. About seventeen went 
out walking. In one room were a number of restless patients in bed, 
in charge oJ an attendant assisted by patients. The attendant stated 
that it required some one to be constantly on guard to aee that they 
stayed in bed. The ward was in good order, and games were on the 
tables for the amusement of the patients. 

WariZ. — This ward ia for an epileptic class, and contained flfty- 
aeven patients and four attendants. Some inside wire screens were at 
the windows. The ward was In good order, and the patients looked 
comfortable. 

Ward 4. — This ward is in the basement and was occnpied by sixty- 
seven working patients and three attendants. The dormitories were here, 
and blue spreads were on the beds. Air is drawn through a passage be- 
tween the ceiling of this ward and the floor above, over steam coils in 
another part of the basement, to heat the building. Board seats are 
placed in email alcoves in the wall. The dining-room is in a large 
alcove in the hall. The water-closet was in fair condition, and the beds 
were clean. 

The steam coils are off from this ward. The floor Is of cement, 
and the coila are covered, with a small opening at the bottom 
through which the air ia drawn. The general appearance of the baae> 
mentwasgood, A car track runs from the kitchen to the different 
wings. T^e kitchen contains all modem improTements, has a stone 
floor, and one paid cook was employed, assisted by twenty-five patients. 
Every thing was clean and neat. 

In the linen-room a number of patients under the care of an attend- 
ant were sorting out the linen for the different wards, after it had been 
washed. The store-rooms were in §ood order. 

^ari 13. — This ward is for a quiet demented class, and contained 
idxty patients and three attendants. This ward is in the rear of the 
center, and was built for private patients. The rooms are large, and 
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vere oocnpied by from four to iixpatienU each. All were out w^kitt 
The ward waa iu good order. 

The chapel is above thig ward, and has staiaed ^laas windan 
Oatbolic service ie held in the moraing aad Protefltant in theifie- 
noon every Sunday. The Catholic altar is at one end and the Prott^ 
tant at the other, so that by simply reveirsing the benches the patieai 
face either. 

Opening into the chapel and about the same size, is the ami _._ 
hall, fitted up with a stage, etc. The ceilinga in both rooms are hui 
and the rooms are large. The patients assist in the entertaiDmeDt& 

Ward 31. — In this ward there were seveuty-eight working padoi 
and six attendants. It is on the top fioor and has no ain^e took 
One patient was sick in bed: the remainder were out at work. Tr 
beds were clean and the ward was in good order. 

WardZi. — This ward is forafilthyand demented class, ando): 
tained 113 patient and six attendants. The most filthy are placedl 
rooms nearest the closet, so that there will not be mnch difficulty in ni.~ 
ing them at night. A number of the beds were filthy, and the mii- 
tressefl were stained and wet. The patients were being shaved ii; 
work-house men, who go from ward to ward for that purpose. Tbr. 
is one night attendant for this ward. A bad odor was noticed io iiir 
closet. 

Ward 16. — This ward in the basement, is for a workiqg class, u- 
contained fifty-four patients and eight attendants. The attendant!^ 
the working wards work with the patients. The hall has a ceoKc: 
floor, and the rooms on each side are raised, with board floors. Tt 
hall is used as a dining room and was not iu good condition. Son 
of the steam coils are on this ward, so that the air, after being used b 
these patients, is drawn over the coils into the reception waras aixm- 
This is the old part of the building. Although the rooms and bed- 
ding were clean, the ward had a cellar-Hke appearance. 

A large number of patients were seen out walking, lying on tlK 
lawn, and at work. 

The swimming pond inclosed with masonry, is 240 feet long and 
thirty wide. At one corner is a shower bath, and on the shore, nn' 
by, is a long shed, under which are benchcB, There is also a batii 
house at one end, with a stairway leading into the water. 

The Annex. 

This building is loaned to the asylum by the oommissioners of emi- 
gration; is built of htick, two stories, mansard roof, and basemeat 
There is one ward on each floor, except the basement, which is nsed 
as a dining-room' for the whole building. This building is for i 
quiet class, it is old, and the plumbing defective, and the air in tlie 
basement was very stale. Stoves and steam are used in heating. Bwh 
floor has a largo dormitory. The water-closets on each floor »ere 
in bad condition, but the bed and floor were clean. A supervisor 
has charge of the building. About ISO patients were on each floor, 
and four attendants. One floor is for a working class. The patients 
were all out but one. Games were on the tablea. 

The basement, besides being used as a dining-room, is used as t 
wash-room, long troughs running along one side. The bath-room ie 
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a small projection or wing, and contained three iron tubs. Opening 
to the batfa-room is the boiler-room, which contains one boiler. The 
eals are prepared in the main kitchen and bronght to theae patients 
a wagoD. The patients were eeen enjoying, themselvea on the lawn. 

Books. 
Caae Book. Entries appeared made to date. The rnle is to make 
itries in acote oases everj day or two, and the chronic cases are 
Titteo up at least once a month. The medical certificates and com- 
litment papers are copied in the case book. 
Daily Medical Census Book. This book is written up every two 
ays, and has the following headings: Name, date admitted, re-admit- 
ed, discharged, "(recovered, improved, unimproved, not insane, died), 
otal resident, under treatment, sick iu bed, in seclusion, under re- 
itraint, in seclaaion and under restraint, out for exercise, outside at 
iTork, inside at work. 

Discharge Book. This book has the following heiidiugs : Book and 
page, form of insanity, discharged, (recovered, improved, unimproved, 
not insane), destination. 

Admission Book. Following headings : Date of admission, name,age, 
ward, social condition, book, page, time and city where from, religion, 
occupation, birth-place, jndge, examining physicians, friend's address. 
There is also a book in which entries are made of letters sent by 
patients, giving name, date, to whom sent, address. Also many other 
books for the convenience of the institution. 

Visitors' Book. This book shows accurately the date of the visit, 
aud the names and addresses of the visitors. 

Physician's Day Report Book. This book contains the daily report 
of the officer of the day, the different members of the staff being offi- 
cers of the day in succession. There is also a book for report of the 
officer of the night. 

Index Book. Following headings : Name, book, page, date of ad- 
misaioQ, ward, (bl&nk for died or discharged), address of friend. 

Injury Book. When patients are admitted they are examined, and 
if injaries are fonnd, an entry is made to that effect. There is also a 
book showing injuries inflicted after admission, giving ward, upon 
whom, by whom, nature of injury. 

Copies of all letters are kept. 
- When Br. Macdoa^d does not think a patient is sufficiently re- 
covered to be discharged, but the friends wish to care for him, they 
sign the following contraot: 

' New York City Asyldm for the Insane, W, I. ) 

188 . f 

. The undersigned, in consideration of the discharge of 

hereby acknowledges that such discharge is granted contrary to 
the advice of the Medical Snperintendeut, aud assumes all responsi- 
bility of the consequences thereof. 

Witness: 

, M. D. 

, M. D." 
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Tbpy also sign a duplicate contnct whicli ia pasted ia tjieo' 
book. 

The restraint book wits produced, showiag that the last date of r^ 
straiiit or seolasion was Deoember IS, 1883, being E. B., wbicb vii 
case of seclusion. The last case of restraint was December!, IS^ 
irristleta. Tlie book shows a rapidly diminishing number of patiec. 
in restraint or seclusion for the two years preceding December, l^s 



SCHEDULE L. 

City Homceopathic Hospital, Ward's Islaitd. 

Female. 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau of tlie Committee 
Insane, October 13, 1884. This institution is a hospital, bat theeiti 
room is used for insane women, to relieve the pressure from the X;' 
York City Lnnatic Asylnm on Btackwell's Island. The chief of K- 
hospital. Dr. T. M. Strong, takes exclusive charge of the inx 
department, but in his absence the committee was escorted tbroq- 
the department by the steward, Thomas E. Sattoii. 

On the day of visitation there were 147 patients in the i astitntioL. 
divided into two wards, but not classified. Dr. Strong makes maaa 
every morning, prescribes for the patients, and itendaupthe medicine^ 
One Bupervtaor is in charge of the entire building. 

Ward F. Tkis ward contained sixty-nine patienta and four atteiw- 
ants, including an orderly, and one uight attendant It coosists of i 
center hall nsed as adiuing-room, with cross-halls at each end utilii^: 
as open dormitories, besides rooms on each side of the center hali 
Some of the small rooms from the center hall contain two beds. B<^ 
were also found in the day-room, which is in the angle made by two o: 
the halls. The bedsteads are of iron with straw ticks, sheet^ Blankfa 
pillows and white spreads. The beds were clean and the patients com- 
fortably clothed, bnt the ward was over-crowded. But few of th* 
patients do any work, and a number were sick in bed. One camisole, 
which is occasionally used, was on the ward, in charge of the orderlj. 
bnt DO one was found in restraint. A line of hose is on the ward, in c« 
of fire. In the bath-room are two iron tubs in giwd order. The orderfr 
stated that only one patient is bathed without change of water. Tbt 
wash-room contains two soapstone troughs. The water-closets, tb^ 
floors of which are wood, were not in good order, and a bad odor w« 
perceptible. For dinner the patients had soup, meat, j>otatoe3 aDd 
bread. 

Ward 0. This ward contained 78 patients and four attendants. Il 
was much over-crowded, some of the patients sleeping in the attic. A 
night attendant has charge at night. No regular reports are made of 
those patients that go out to walk, but all who are able, are taken ont 
every pleasant day. The main hall is divided into three parta by 
upright supports or pillars: One for dining-room, the center for sit- 
ting-room, and the third, containing beds, tor the sick. The attend- 
ant stated that the sick are kept here in order that they may be 
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vatched bj the atteadaots. The air was very impure. The vhole 
olace is open, and fi'ee access ia had to all, at all times. Sixteen of 
Lbesc patients slept in the. attic. At odo end of the main hall are the 
water-closet, wash and bath-rooms, tvhich were in fair condition. At 
the other end of the hall are dormitories. The patients were (airly 
clothed and the beds were clean. The bread is kept in a chest in the 
hall. There is a line of hose on this floor. 

A patient, C. C, stated that she was not insane, and that her sons 
did uot know where she was, and that she conld obtain no paper to 
write to thom. The steward was asked to furnish her with writing 
materials, which he promised to do. She came from Blackwell's 
Island and had been in the institution about five weeks. - - 

Another patient, E. J. (who the attendant said, ap^ared to wish to 
keep her real name a secret), stated that she was not insane and com- 
plained of her detention. She said she got on the wrong boat and 
was taken to Blackwell's Island, bnt the attendant stated that " work- 
house" was on her card, Shesaidshehad neverBeea Dr. Smith to 
speak to him. She appeared to be a refined lady, and the committee 
requested her transfer to the ward below, which was in better conditioD, 
and contained a better class of patients. 
The case-book was produced and appeared to be written up. 



SCHEDULE M. 

■BRANCH INSANE ASYLPM, RANDALL'S ISLAND. 

Males. 
Boat, foot of East One hundred and Twenty-second street. 
Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau of the Committee on 
Insane, October 14, 1884. Escorted through the asylum by the Super- 
intendent, Dr. James R. Kealey. 

The patients are in two pavilions, one of which is entirely occupied 
by the insane, and in the other one floor is simply occupied at night 
by forty-five patients; the rest of the building is occupied by idiot 
boys. The former is called parilion F, and the latter pavilion D. 

Ott the day of visitation there were 132 patients in the asylum. The 
medical superintendent has charge of other institutions on the island, 
and a Mr, Watson acts as special attendant and has, to a certain ex- 
tent, charge of the insane. The patients are a chronic , quiet work- 
ing-class, about forty-two working actively every day. 

Pavilion P is a three-story brick building with a one story exten- 
sion in the rear, used as a sort of play-room. One night-watchman 
has chaise at night. No restraint is used. The wards are open 
dormitories. The patients wore grey uniforms. Iron bedsteads are 
used, with straw ticks, two sheets, blue spreads and straw pillows. 
The school sink is used in the water closets on each floor, which were 
in fair order. The bath-tnb is on the ground floor, is of an oval shape, 
about fifteen feet long by ten wide, and about twelve bathe at a time, 
when the water is changed for another set. The high pressure service 
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of croton water ia nsed. The patients wash at the bath-tab in lb 
morning, and bathe on Satnrd^n. The pntients were all oat oftbf 
building. The bnildlne ia heated by stores, and the food ia prepam 
in a general kitchen, which suppliea all the buildings at this end 
the island. The dining-room is on the ground floor. 

Crockery and spoons are used. A number of patieata were cIeaiuD[ 
the play -room, and work-honse women were scrubbing the floors of tk 
wards. The snperintendeat stated that the reason the women do tb; 
scrubbing is because the meu ase too much water on the Qoott 
Fire extinguishers are on each floor, and the attendants sleep in room 
at the end of the dormitory. The beda and wards were clean, andth; 
patients were comfortably clothed and apparently contented. 



SCHEDULE N. 
Branch LnsATic Asylum, Hart's IsLASfu, 

Females. 

Boat, East Twenty-sixth street. 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau of the Committee 
Insane, October 16. 1884. Escorted through the buildings by th* 
superintendent. Dr. Andrew Eagen, who also has charge of the hos- 
pital on the island. 

This institution js entirely distinct from the Lunatic Asylam, anil 
reports to the Commissioners of Charities and Correction. Report ii 
made to the Lunatic Asylum when there are vacanciea. 

The institntion consists of six pavilions, three of which were for- 
merly the old barracks. 

On the day of visitation there were 500 patients in the asylnm. 
There ia a night attendant for each pavilion, wno goes on duty at 7. 
30 p. M. One night watchman watches on the outside of the baild- 
iugs, and visits each pavilion once every hour, to sec whether the 
night attendant is awake and on duty. The night attendants and night 
watchman each report the other's visits, which serves as a check. The 
night attendants receive a list of filthy patients, and it is their daty 
to raise each three times a night, whether apparently necessary or noL 

The case book was examined, and found written up to date. En- 
triea are made once a month in all cases. The certificates are retained 
at the Lunatic Asylum at Blackwell's island, as these patients are 
only transfers. None were in restraint; the last i-estraint was on Sep- 
tember 4, 1884, with camisole. Very few are violent, and no claasifi- 
cation is attempted. In the winter the buildings are heated bv six 
stoves in each. Kerosene is used throughout the institution. There 
is a scarcity of water, but arrangements were being made to sink wells 
to supply plenty for the whole island. Three of the pavilions are new. 
The ventilation in these is good, the windows being placed abont three 
feet apart, and each being three feet wide. Besides this, there ia ridge 
ventilation above the stoves. 
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Pavilion 1. This pnvilion ooDtains one wai-d. It is a one story frame 
■ructare, 160 feet long, thirty feet wide, and fifteen feet high, and 
jntained eighty-gvo patients, one night and four day attendants. The 
edstesds are of iron and arranged on each side of the room, and each 
; sapplied with a straw tick, two sheets, blankets, straw pillow and 
hite spread. Babber sheets used for filthy patients. Iron strap 
prings aro on the bedsteads. In a center projection on the east side 
I the dining-room, which is also used as a sewing-room, and here fifty- 
wo women were engaged sewing. The patients moke all the shirts 
nd sheets, besides doing all the mending for the Lunatic Asylum on 
tlackwell's Island. On the opposite side is anotlier projection in 
^hich are the attendants' rooms. The water-closet and baih-room is 
Q a projection at the south-east corner. The school sink is used in all 
he closets. Since about the 1st of October the patients have been 
lathed only onco in two weeks, and fivo or six in the same water, on 
kccount of tho limited supply. 

The patients were well clothed, the bods clean, and tho ward was in 
;ood order, with pictures on the walls. 

Pavilion 3. This is a two stoly frame structure, with brick basement 
md projection for hospital ward. 

The floor is divided into a north and a sonth hall, one a duplicate of 
;he other, and having connecting doors between. Euch hall has a 
irojeotion at each corner, one for attendants' rooms, another for water- 
closet and bath-room, and the extension on the west side is used as 
i dining-room for both wards. One projection of the sonth hall ia used 
as a hospital for the whole institution. 

The North Hall contained forty-sis patients and two attendants. 
A.tnigbt one attendant has charge of both halls. In one of the projec- 
tions in this part are small rooms for the more violent patients. the others 
sleeping in the open dormitory with beds on each side. The water- 
sloset and bath-room were in fair order. The dining-room is also used 
!i8 a sewing-room, and forty-six patients wei'e engaged in sewing. Even 
the most incoherent do some sewing. The beds were clean and the 
patients were comfortably clothed. 

In the South Hall there were fifty patients and three attendants. 
The ward was in good condition, and the patients looked well. In 
the hospital ward there were twelve beds, eight of which -were occupied. 
Hall 1, South. On this ward were forty-three patients and two 
attendants. About thirty patients were sewing in the dining-room; 
they were somewhat talkative but orderly. The ward was m good 
order, and the patients well clothed. 

Hall 1, North. On this ward were forty-two patients and two 
attendant besides a night attendant who does duty on the two wards. 
Some of these patients were noisy. The ward was in good order. 

Pavilion 2. This is a one-story and basement frame structnre, a 
counterpart of Pavilion 1. The patients are on the ground floor only, 
and the store-rooms and kitchen are in the basement. In the kitchen is 
one paid cook, assisted by work-house men. The bread is baked at 
the branch work-house, which ia on the island. 

There is only one ward in this building, which contained eighty-five 
patients, one night and four day attendants. One patient was 
sick in bed. In Uie dining-room thirty-four patients were engaged in 
BBwing, and a number were at work on the hall. All who are able. 
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go out to iralk every pleasant day. The patients vere comfort&bi: 
clothed, and the ward was in good order. 

A two-story stone building, with brick trimmings, was being bni': 
to be used as a kitchen ana laundry, which was to be completed :' 
the following January. 

Walks were also being made near the shore, to be used as a promeiui 
for the patients. 

Pavilion E. This was formerly one of the old bsrracka, jwd 
simply n rough board structure, one- story high, and contains ^ 
wards. The attendants' rooms are at one end. 

E Soulh. This ward contained thirty-seven patients aud two sttet 
ants. One night attendant has charge of the two wards, ft 
windows are about two and a half feet by four, and aboat six f« 
apart In the center of the bnilding is an extension, in which ant^ 
water-closet and bath-rooms. The dining tables are la the dormito.' 
Some of the benches have no backs, but are placed against the footo 
the beds, against nhich the patients lean. The beds aud patients ver 
in good order, bnt the building is unfit for nse. 

E North is a duplicate of £ South, and contained the same numl^ 
of patients. 

pavilion D. This is a duplicate of E, and was in the same cond: 
tion. 

D South. On this ward were thirty-seven patients and rt 
attendants, one night attendant doing dntj on the two wards. Thfi. 
were no backs to the benches. The water-closet and bath-rw 
were in fair order. The beds were dean, and the patients well cloth* 

D North is a duplicate of D South,and contained the same nnmte 
of patients. The dinner consisted of beef stew, bread and batter. 

Tlie patients have no amusements except a swing on the gronni- 
Benches are under the ti-eee on the lawns. 

Dr. Eagen , in reply to a question, stated that one of the city com- 
missioners informed him of this intended visit 



SCHEDULE 0. 
Eeception Hospital for the Insane (Bellevne Hospiia!). 

Twenty-sixth street and East river, New York. 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhaa of the Committee on 
Insane, October 16, 1884. Escorted through the wards by fc 
physician in charge, Dr. H, V, Wildman. 

There is one ward for male and one for female patients. This de- 
partment is simply for the reception of the insane or those suspected 
of insanity, where they are kept under observation a few days, unli! 
the papers are made out or they are discharged. The city cases go w 
Ward's and Blackwell's islands, and the State cases go wherever trans- 
ferred. 

In the female ward were ten patients, one night and two dar 
attendants. Two work-house women assist in the labor. The insane 
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Lepartment ia in a parilioD, which is divided into two parts by told- 
Qg doors, one part for the males and the other for the females. Rooms 
hteoQ each side of the hall. The halls are nsed as dining. rooms, 
nside wire screens to the windows. None were in restraint in the fe- 
male ward. 

In the male ward were twelre patients, one night and two day at- 
£udauts. One violent patient had on straps and wristlets, and two 
others were fastened to their beds bj the same method, one being 
noiaj and violent, and the other epileptic and violent. 



SCHEDULE P. 

Kings Couhty Lunatic Asylum. 

Flatbush, on Glarkson street. 

Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau of the Committee on 
Insane, October 17, 1881. Escorted through one part of the bnild- 
ing bv the superintendent, Dr. John C. Shaw, and through the other 
part by the first assistant physician. 

Since the first of December 1883, the insane aaylnmand the hospital 
for incarables have been united, and are now under the same manage- 
ment. 

The main building consists of a center and three wings on each 
side. The buildings are of brick, four stones and basement, the wings 
beingcoaneoted by means of three story and basement corridors, mak- 
ing each wing L shaped. One ward is in each wing, including the 
corridor, and with the exception of the upper fioor wbere there is no 
corridor, the wards are about dnplicates. In the rear of the center is 
a two story brick building in which are the kitchen, laundry and en- 
gine-room. On each aide of this stmctnre, and at the rear of each 
wing, is a one story frame building used asa dining room, one for each 
ses. In the rear of tbeto ia a three story and cellar old frame build- 
ing called tlie lodge, for women only. The whole length of the main 
strnoture is 800 feet, under all of which is a sub-cellar. The inati- 
tation faoea north and aouth, with the women in the west wing and 
the men in the east wing. 

Some distance from the east wing are two two story frame build- 
ings, both for women. Further to the eaat is the old hospital for in- 
cnrablea, which consists of a main part with an L shaped wing on each 
sides, the whole forming three sides of a square, with the cloaed part 
to the front. Back of this building 13 a two story brick structure 
nsed a9 a kitchen. This kitchen also supplies the food for the two . 
pavilions. The center of the hospital is used for officers' apartments 
and offices, one wing for women and the other for men. 

In the main aaylum the wards are duplicatea, the corridor having 
a hall running through the center with rooms on each side, and in the 
main part of the wing are two large dormitories, cloaets and hath- 
rooDjs. The asylum has only a few acres of land, and the yards 
for the patients are small. The patients are classified with reference 
to their general behavior. In the maiu group are thirty wards, 
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tbe patientii in about twenty of the most (^uiet of which, eat in the de- 
tached dinins-rooms, while the more violent and feeble eat ontti- 
wards. The dining-roome on the quiet wards are atilized as aleeins?- 
rooni8,aathe asylam is greatly over-crowded. No reatraint is n§eL 
bat occa«ionaily patients are secluded. The superintendent emplon 
all the assistants except the matron and stewbrd. There is one line 
attendant for the males and one for the females. Notwithstandisg 
the orer-crowded condition of the asylum, none except feeble patiena 
were sleeping on tbe floor. On the day of visitation there were 13U' 
patients in the asylum, 535 males and 787 females, with a capacity of 
only about 900. The baildings are heated by direct radiatton, aai 
the only means of ventilation is by the windows. 

The buildings are old, and the condition of the whole iastitotiic 
incited disease among the patients and attendants. Iron bedsteads 
straw ticlis, a few hair mattresses, sheets, blankets, straw pillows ami 
white spreads are used. Thin hair mattresses are being gradually i&- 
trodnced. 

A wooden stair-caee connects each ward, and an iron stair-case is i: 
each end of the building. The doors on most of the wards arel^ 
open BO that patients have free access to tbe yards. Ko attendaot J 
allowed to lock a patient in a room without orders from the physiciat. 
Knives and forks areusedonsomeof the wards only, as the supply is it 
adequate, and only a few are supplied the asylum at a time. Tfaehe^ 
attendant on the female side selects the attendants from among the 
Irish immigrants, under the direction of the superintendent. Tb«n 
were about ten cases of paresis among the females and about 100 cam 
among the males. There is a thermometer oa every ward. 

After personal observation and the testimony of the attendants, the 
committee expressed a strong conviction that the present bnildicp 
were unfit for occupation, and their satisfaction that legislation hu 
been obtained favorable to the selection of another site for the ent- 
tionofnew asylum buildings. The commissioners of charities ut 
limited in the purchase to 1,000 acres, and the expenditure of (100,- 
000, exclusive of the buildings. 

Main Boildinq. 

Female Department. . , 

Three night attendants for thefemale side; 

Ward 3. This ward is for a quiet class, and contained twenty-five 
patients and two attendants. Pictures were on tbe walls, and a piano 
and rocking-chairs were in the hal!. In the knitting-room twenty- 
four patients from the different wards were at work. Some were alao 
seated in the hall-chairs, sewing and knitting. The beds were clean 
and the patients were neatly clothed. The water-closet and bath-room 
was in fair order. There is a good water supply in the institutioD, 
from the Flatbush water-works. 

Ward C. This ward is for a quiet class, and contained twenty-one 
patients and two attendants. Each patient is supplied with a chair in 
her room, and a number of windows were furnished with inside blinds. 
The dormitory la used for epileptics, and ten beds were made on 
the floor. The plumbing in the water-closet and bath-room was being 
repaired. The patients looked well and the ward was in good order. 
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Ward 7. This is a reception ward and contained thirty-six patients 
ad three attendants. The head attendant sleeps on this ward. Rook, 
ig-ohairs and settees were in the hall. The clotbeB-room was neatly ar- 
^Qged but not ventilated. About ten patients worked on the hall, aix 
/ent to the sewing-room, aix to the knitting-room, two to the kitchen, 
ne to the laundry, and one t« the male dining-room. The clothing for 
he females and the under-clothing and Bhirts for the males are made 
lere and the mending of the male department is also done. A namber of 
Tindows were screened to protect the glass. The patients assist in mak- 
ng up the beds,' a number of (vhich were found soiled. The mattresses 
lenerally were crowded with straw, which made them hard and uncom- 
fortable; and in some the straw extended through the seams, which 
were not well sewed. The plumbing in the water-closet and bath-room 
was defeotire, and a bad odor was noticed. 

Ward 9. This ward is for a noisy and filthy class, and contained 
tCTenty-seven patients and two attendants. The air was bad. Inside 
screens are on all the windows. Some of the patients were noisy and 
excited, but not violent. A number of beds were soiled. The water 
closet was in bad condition, and the clothes-room dark. Orockery 
and spoons are used in the dining room. The patients were comfort- 
ably clothed. 

Ward 8. This ward is for a quiet chronic class, and contained 
thirty-five patients and three attendants. The oeilinghad been taken 
down in the wat«r closet and bath room, as it had tecome saturated 
with foul odor. A few patients were excitable, and the windows in the 
rooms occupied by these were screened. Some of the rooms had been 
neatly furnished by friends of the patients. A number of women were 
sewing. The ward was clean, and tlie patients well clothed. 
* Ward C. This ward is for ademented class, and contained twenty- 
four patients and two attendants. Some rooms were neatly furnished, 
and most of the windows were screened. The three night attendants 
slept on this ward. In the hall were settees, rocking chairs and a 
piano. The ward generally was in good oi>3er. The superintendent 
stated that they were gradually introducing thin hair mattresses on all 
the wards. 

Wardi. This ward is for a quiet demented class, and contained 
thirty patients and two attendants. Tlie walls were decorated with 
pictures ; rocking chairs and settees were in the hall, and some rooms 
were neatly furnished. A sewing room is on this ward, in which a 
number of patients were engaged sewing. The beds wei-e clean and 
the ward was in good order. 

Ward Z. This ward is for a feeble class, and contained twenty- 
seven patients and two attendants. The patients were seen at dinner 
in the dining room, where knives, forks and crockery are used. The 
dinner consisted of fish chowder, potatoes, bread, coffeo and tapioca 
padding. The laundress, seamstress and cook slept on this ward. 
Uhairs were in the hall. There is alsJ a sewing room on the ward. 
The bath room and water closet were in bad condition, and a bad odor 
was noticed. The beds were clean and the patients were comfortably 
clothed. 

Ward B. On this ward were thirty-seven patients, mostly epi- 
leptics, and two attendants. Some women were of filthy habits. 
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Bookings chaira and settees were la the ball. Tbe patients were i. 
dinner in the detached dining-room. The olothes-FOom was ordett; 
and well ventilated, and the bath-room and water-cloaet were in g<x<; 
order, and everything was neat. 

Ward 6. This wwd is for a noisv class, and contained forty-&-«r 
patients and three attendants. Bocking chairs and settees were k 
the hall, and the ward generally was in good order. 

Baseuent. 

Tbe basement is fire feet below the surface, and the earth clo« ' 
the building, without the protection of an area. The walls were :: 
bad condition, tbe air was close, and the ceiling, which is only slwr 
eight feet hi^b, was black from tbe gas. This was a very aasnib^: 
place for mtients. 

Ward F. This ward is for a chronic excited class, and contuiirJ 
forty-four patients and three attendants. Inside screens were on tc- 
windows in the rooms occupied by the most excited. One room 'm 
lined with boards. Booking chairs and settees were in the halL T:^ 
dining-room was in good order, and crockery is used. Many of thi? 
patients worked in the laundry. The beds were clean and the paties^^ 
comfortably clothed. The water-closet was in bad condition. 

Ward A. This ward ia for a demented class, some of whom ve.i 
noisy, and contained thirty-one patients and one attendant. The re^i- 
lar number of attendants is two, but one had been discharged, and ut- 
place had not yet been &IIed. The plastering bad fallen in am} 

S laces in the hall and in tbe rooms. The air was bad and the patient 
id not look well. Booking chairs and settees were in the faalL 
Ward 1. This ward is for a demented class, and contained thirtf- 
two patients, one of whom was violent, and two attendants. The wiJIs 
were in a bad condition and damp, and the bath-room and water-cloKi 
were also in a bad state. Settees and chairs were in the haU, Ik 
beds were cleau, and tbe patients looked quite welL 

The Lodge. 
I'emalBS. 

This was the original asylum, and the building is veir old and in 
bad repair. It is a three-story and basement frame bnilding, hested 
by direct radiation, and was occupied by old, qniet, demented women. 
The floors are much worn, and the only ventilation is by the windova'. 
A hall runs through the center, with rooms on each side, and a wooden 
stairway runs up through the center of the building. 

Lodge 1. This floor contained twenty-six patients and two attend- 
ants. In the dining-room is a long wooden table and benches. Every- 
thing was neat. Inside wire screens were on some of the windows, 
and some rooms contaiued two beds. The wash-trough is in tbe bath- 
room ; the water-closet was in fair order. Settees and chairs were in 
the hall, and the patients were comfortably clothed. 

Lodge 2. This floor contained twenty-three patients and oneattend- ' 
ant. The arrangements are the same as on the floor below, and tbe ' 
■ward was in good order. i 
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Lofige 3. This floor contaiDed twenty-three palienta and one attend- 
nt. -Same conditions, and ward in goo^ order. 



Ward 3. This ward is for a qaiet class, and contained tweuty-two 
latients and two attendants. Some of the rooms were neatly furnished 
)y friends of patients. Pictnres were on the i^alls, a bird was in 
he hall, a amalf biiliard table was in the sitting-room, all of which 
fave the ward a cheerful appearance. The patients ware ail ont in the 
fard. Two worked in the kitchen. The clothea-room is dark, and 
\ bad odor waa noticed in the water-closet. The beds were clean. 

Ward C. This ward is for a filthy class, and contained twenty-two 
patients and two attendants. A tailor shop is oa the ward, in which 
iix patients were making clothes. Pictures were on the walla and 
.-oclciag-chaii'8 and settees wefe in the hall. The clothea-room waa in 
good order and well ventilated. The ceiling in the bath-room and 
water-closet was taken down for sanitary reasons,' and a bad odor was 
noticed. White table cloths were on the table. The beds were clean. 
Ward 7. This is a reception ward, and contained thirty patients and 
three attendants. The air was bad, bnt the attendant said it was 
from a filthy patient who was then being bathed. One patient was in 
seclusion the result of fighting with the attendant. The clothes-room is 
dark. White table cloths are used in the dining-room. The beds 
were clean, and the patients were well clothed. 

Ward 9. This ward is for a violent and excited class, and contained 
twenty-five patients and two attendanta. This part had been burned 
and rebuilt, and was in good order. In the bath-room are two galvan- 
ized iron tuba and three waah basins, and the plumbing here and in 
the water-closet waa good. Some of the windows were screened. The 
ward was in good condition. 

Ward 8. Thia ward, for a quiet class, contained forty-two patients 
and two attendants. Chairs and settees were in the hall, and some 
windowa were screened. The bath-room and water-closet are the same 
as in ward Q, and were in good order. The patients looked well. The 
attendant stated that tjie regular day for changing sheeta was Friday, 
and this visit was on that day. 

Ward J). This ward, for a convalescent class, contained thirty 
patients aud two attendants. Someof the rooms were neatly furnished, 
and tha beds were clean, ^tteea and chairs were in the hall. The 
clothes-room is well ventilated and waa in good order, and the water- 
closet and bath-room were in fair condition. The patients looked 
well. 

Wardi. This ward is for a qiiiet class, and contained twenty-nine 
patients and two attendanta. The walla were nicely painted, and the 
ward was in good order. Settees and chairs were m the hall, and 
chairs were in tho rooms. Many of the beds had hair mattresses. 

Ward 3. This ward is for a qniet working clasa, and contained twen- 
ty-eight patients and two attendants. About tweutj-five worked. 
Mattresses were being made in one of the rooms, and an attendant 
was printing in another. The water-closet waa in bad condition. The 
patients were neatly clothed and looked well. The beda were clean. 
Ward B. This ward is for a clasa that labors mostly on the farm. 
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*nd contaioed twenty-eight patiento and two attendants, the l»ttE 
working with tbe ptttienta, . All were at work. Tbe clothe»-rw>c 
is well ventilated, aud tbe bath-room and water-closet were in hi: 
conditioQ. « 

Ward 6. This ward is for a noisy olaas and contained £ortv-tT; 
patients and two attendants. Here is a carpenter shop ia which od: 
patient wasat work. Some were out walking. Tbe clothes-room ^ 
dark ; tbe hath-rotnn and water-closet were in good order. Some «.' 
the windows had inside screens, and one room lined with bosidi. 
was occupied by a violent patient. Tbe beds were clean, and tj>t 
ward was in good order. 

Babehbnt, 

Ward A. This ward is for a demented daas, and contained seventee:. 
patients aud two attendants. This ward baa been fitted up, and «i 
in better order than the female wards in the basement. Tbe padens 
were in the yard. A shoemaker was at work in one of the room 
White table cloths are used In tbe dintne-room. 

Ward I. This ward is for a chronic demented class, and containeii 
twelve patients and one attendant. Moat of the patients were oat intb 
yard. Chairs and settees were in the hall, and the ward was in gw 
order. 

The kitchen, laundry and boiler room are in a detached bnildis;. 
the floor of which is of stone. In tbe kitchen were sU modern im- 
provements, and patients were assisting in the work. In the lamiilr 
were two washing machines, two steam wringera, and a nnmberofetir 
tiooary tubs. The ironing-room is on the floor above, aad all t!^ 
ironing is done by hand. The clothes are dried by steam. A nnmix: 
of female patients were at work. In a small shed attached to tbe 
kitchen on the outside, is a long line of hose. 

Tbe detached -dining rooms were also visited. Thirteen wards weR 
represented iu the female branch, with an attendant from each wanl 
The patients were seen at dinner, where they wore quiet aud orderly. 
White table cloths, knives, forks and crockery are used. When th« 
patients are through with their meals they leave the room together 
and each finds his own ward, and a mistake is seldom made. Some 
food was left on the plates after tbe patients had gone, showing tfait 
they were well supplied. The buildings are well ventilated. 

Patilions. 
The two pavilions are two-story frame buildings, with a bridge con- 
necting them from ite upper floor. They were intended for twenty 
patients each, but were occupied by thirty eight each. It was intended 
that the patients should sleep on the upper floor and eat and sit on the 
lower, but on account of the overcrowding, some had to sleep on the 
lower floor. The buildings are heated by steam, and lighted by gas. 
Dormitories are on each side of tiie hall in the upper story, and s 
water-closet and bath-room is on each floor. The buildings, with a 
balcooj^ in front of each, were well ventilated and in good order. 
Tliere is an inblosed airing court for the pavilions. The assistant 
physician stated that these buildings contained the most comfortable 
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rooms in the iuBtitntion. Tho parilions receive the food from the 
kitchen of the old hospital for locarablea, which is aitnated in the 
rear of the main etructare. This building is of brick two Btories 
high, and contains the kitchen, laundry and boiler-room. Only one 
paid employee works in the kitchen, the rest are patients. 

Hospital por Inodbablbs, 

There is a center bnildingin which are the offices and officers' qaarters, 
and a wing for each sex. The building is heated by direct radiation 
and lighted by gas; was mnch overcrowded, and contain^ 407 
patients ; 155 males and 25% females. The dining-rooms for the 
patients and attendants are in the basement, whei-e the floors are of 
stone. The male and female attendants dine together, one-half eating 
before, and the other half after the patients. Some patients used tin 
cnps, but crockery is being gradually introduced. For supper the 
patients had tea, bread and butter. 

There is only one ward on the floor in each wing ; the rooms are 
irregularly arranged, and the halls are dark. Wooden stair-oases are in 
each wing. The building is in bad repair, and the plumbing through- 
out defective. The air is close and the only means for ventilation 
is by the windows, 

By Commiaslouer Milsau : 

Q. Has this overcrowded and bad condition been broDght to the 
notice of the commissioners and board of supervisors ? 

Assistant physician : A. Yea, sir. 

Q. When was their attention first called to it ? 

A. The attention of former boards of commissioners and supervisors 
has been called to it. 

Males. 

Ward 10. This wardisfora flltbyclass, andcontainedsistypatients 
and two attendants. There is one night-attendant for each wing, and 
also a night-watchman. The rooms are used as dormitories; the 
cbthcs-room is dark, and the water-cloaet and bath are in the same 
room, with wooden floor. Settees were in the hall which is only 
eight feet wide, and the patients were crowded together like sheep. 
This was the case in all the wards. The mending-room is well ven- 
tilated. 

Ward 11. This ward is for s quiet class, and contained fifty patients 
and two attendants. The arrangements are the same as in the ward 
already described with the addition of aday room. The floors are old 
but were clean. The beds were clean, and the patienta fairly clothed. 

WardlZ. This ward is for a filthy class, and contained forty-eight 
pstients and three attendants. Two patients, on account of their de- 
fltrttctiveneas, wore canvas clothing. The epileptics and most filthy 
patients slept on the floor. Ten nlthy men slept on the floor in a 
room about eighteen feet square and eleven feet high, and the beds 
almost touched each other. The sheets are not changed during the 
night, and if a patient soils the bed, it remains so until morning. Rub- 
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ber sheets are mostly used. Those who are destrnctive have hnn 
barlap blankets oa their beds. Some were slorenl; clothed, and liii 
whole ward looked dilapidated. The water-closet was ia a bad cxn, 
ditioQ, a bad odor prevailing. 

■ Females, 

Ward 10. This ward is for a qiiiet chronic class, and contained fiftr- 
fonr patients and three attendants. Abont six had filthy habits, aai 
mbber sheets were used on their beds. The patients were packed t<> 
gether on the settees. The clothes-room is dark, and the water-clo>^ 
and bath-room was in fair order. The beds and'patients were clea. 

Ward 11. This ward ia for a quiet demented class, and contaic^ 
fiCty-six pittienta and three attendants. A line of hose was o'.- 
served, and the physician stated that there was ono on each floa' 
The conditions were the same as on ward 10. 

Ward 13. This ward is for filthy and epileptic patients, of wbaz 
there were fifty-six, with three attendants. The patients were at suppt- 
ia the basement. In this ward is a dormitory for the most filthy itii'. 
epileptic, with the beds, of which there were eight, on the floor. T^ 
room was much over-crowded, and the air bad. The room nsed b: 
water-closet and bath was in bad condition. The beds were clean. 

_ Books. 

Case Book. All cases are entered as soon as admitted, and witiiiB 
three days after admission, entries are made as to condition. Furtfa^: 
entries are made of^n in acute cases, but not more than once a jet: 
in chronic cases. The first entry contains the sabstance of the phv- 
sicians' certificates, and whatever history can be obtained. If relatim 
do not bring patients, they are sent for from the asylnm. 

Book of Admissions and Discharges. Each month in this book k 
kept separate. 

The Eegister contains the names of all patients ever admitted, wicb 
the date of discharge. The list is made alphabetioally. 

In the Hand ludes Book is kept date of admission and discharge, 
also ward, alphabetically arranged, with one book for each sex. 

Night attendants' reports are written in a book for the informa- 
tion of the physicians. The bobk is taken to the ward, and entries 
are made by the attendants. 

Night attendants report every hour to the night watchman, and he 
makes a written report if anything occurs, bnt not otherwise. 

A daily report to the commissioners is made up ftom the blotter, 
from which the census is also taken. 

The day attendants make daily reports to the physicians. A night 
attendant is on the reception ward all night, as suicides or cases re- 
quiring special attention are generally on this ward. Another night 
attendant stays on the epilepti* ward, and a third goes tbroogh the 
other wards. 



id By Google 



State Boabd of Ohabitiesl 



SCHEDULE Q. 

MoNROB CoDNTY Insane AaTLUM, Rochester, N. Y. 
Visited by Commiaaionera Oraig and Milhau of the Committee oq 
laane, Sunday, October 5, 1884. 
Superintendent, Dr. M. L. Lord ; Assistant Pbyeioian, Dr. Potter. 
IsGorted through the bailding by Dr. Lord. 

The bnilding is of brick, three stories and ground floor, and is heated 
/ith steam by direct radiation. The windows are barred from the 
aside. A line of boae is on each floor as a protection in case of fire, 
.nd there are three stair cases in the building. It is lighted by kero- 
ene, and water is supplied in abundance from the city water works. 
? he patients' rooms are on each aide of the halls, and each room has 
lie window. Some of the rooms hare inside barred doors, and of 
tfcher rooms the upper half of the door ia iron barred. On the 
lay of visitation there were 344 patients in the asylum ; 103 males, and 
L41 females. As a rule, acute cases are sent to the State Asylums, and 
only chronic cases retained. The males are kept on the ground and 
first floors, and the females on the second and third floors. Only one 
patient was violent, the othera were of a quiet class. Most of the 
bedsteads uaed are made of iron piping. N^o Knives or forks are used, 
the patients eating with spoons. The meat is cut into small pieces. 
For each sex, there is a small yard inclosed by a high board fence. 
A brick closet is placed between the two yards, and is partitioned 
oH in the center, one side for the males and the other for the females. 
The washing is done in an old frame bnilding in the yard, and the 
ironing is done in the basement of the main ouilding. Stationary 
taba are used, and the drying is done by steam. 

The superintendent stated that about 340 of the patients go out 
to walk on pleasant days ; all are urged to go, but the old and feeble 
prefer to remain in-doors. Except those that work, the patients are 
not divided into particulai" classes. There are two male, and one fe- 
male night watches who go on duty early in the evening. Earthen 
vessels are supplied the patienta in their rooms. Four covered beds 
were on the wards, only one of which was in use at night. The 
wages of the male attendants are from $25 to t30, and those of the 
females are tl6 per month. The per capita cost last year, includ- 
ing ofQcera' salaries, bedding, clothes, lighta, etc., was tl.9l)^^ per 
week. About seventy-five patienta have employment every day, and 
they also assist in doing ward work. Cheap chromos and advertising 
pictures were on the walls in the different wards. 

Males. 
Grourtd floor. On this hall were thirty-three patients, many, 
of whom were filthy in their habits, in charge of one attendant, assis- 
ted by two or three of the best patients. Bough straw ticks were on 
the beds, some of which were torn and slightly soiled. Colored bed 
spreads were nsed. One man, from choice, wears belt and wristlets. 
The rooms were in fair order and free from odors. This hall is heated 
by meaus of pipea suspended from the ceiling. Most of the patients 
were in the yard. 
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First floor. Moat of ths aixty-three patients on this hall were a.' 
quiet working class, in charge of two attendants. Two beds wot ■ 
mo8t of the rooms, which were clean and in good order. The dioim 
room contains long wooden tables and beaches and some stooii 
Heavy wooden settees aro in the hall, and no nhairs are ia the rwm 
The bath and frater-closet are in the same room,of which the floor is > 
woodbntin good condition. The patients are bathed oace a Teekc. 
of toner if necessary. About fonr sheets are soiled erery night bj x 
and epileptic patients. The patients were clean and well clothed. 

Females. 

Second floor. On this hall were twenty-eight patients, m(K- 
qniet old ladies who do sewing, and two atteadanta were c 
charge. There were a nnmber of dormitories and single rooms. T: 
rooms were in good order, and the patients looked neat. None ws^ 
in restraint, although a nnmber of belts and wristlets, a pair of mo' 
and some leather mittens were on the ward. The sewing-room isa 
.this hall, and here all the clothing is mended and the men's shirtet- 
made. Chairs, settees and rocking chairs were on the hall, sod . 
number of illustrated papers were noticed for the use of the patieDE 
The water-closet and baAi-room was in good order. The diDing-Tw: 
was neat, no table cloths are used. 

On another ward on this floor, were forty-three demented patina 
some of whom were fllthy, and two attendants were in charge. On ib 
hall are nine windows furnished with wooden inside blinds. Tb' 
rooms were in good order and clean. The patients were fairly dres^ 
but some were in their bare feet, and the superintendent stated iht 
they wore no shoes on account of their filthy habits. None were c 
restraint The attendant stated that mittens were on the hall, whiu 
were used at the discretion of the attendants. If medicine is needcii 
the attendant applies for it to t be physician. One ]}atient was taking 
chloral every night. There is one dark room in which there is a Six 
chair, and the attendant stated that this was last used the Wedneadij 
previous, when a patient was placed there for about half an hour. Od 
this hall is the covered bed in use at night. One patient was restles 
and the bed was in use to make her lie down. Two closet and bath-roomi 
are on this halt. 

Third floor. On this floor there are two wards. On the first, tht'e 
were forty-three patients, in charge of two attendants. The rooms 
were in neatorder, the patients were well clothed and clean, and none 
were in restraint. Some wooden bedsteads were on this ward. The 
dining-room was in good order. 

The second ward is connected to the first by means of a hall and do 
doors separate them. There were thirty-three patients and t»o 
attendants on this ward. One patient, on account of violenoe, had on 
a pair of wristlets. She also had her shoes fastened with a strap in- 
stead of & shoe string, as she destroyed the strings. ' A slight odor was 
noticed in the water-closet, which was occasioned by a defect in the 
work. The patients were well clothed and the rooms were clean. 

The engine and boiler-room is on the ground floor, and there are 
two large boilers. Oft from this room are the apartments of the en- 
gineer and his family. 
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Cn the kitohoD is a small rao^e and in a room adjoioing, are foar 
am kettles in whioh the cooking is dofte. The floor is ol stone aod 
3 room was iu fair order. Here the bread is kept ia a closet. la 
3 kitohea are two dumb waiters wbich run to the floors above. The 
^erintendent stated that fresh meat is givea twice a day, except oa 
iday, whea fish is supplied. On the day of visitation the dinner 
□sisted of beef, soup and potatoes. For supper, cracked wheat, 
ead, ayrnp and tea. About thirty-six quarts of milk are used daily. 
jtweea 4,000 and 5,000 pounds of beef are used each month. 
The store rooms were ia good order. The apartments of the help 
•6 also on the ground door. There is no cellar to the building. 



The register of patients, whioh is made out every year, gives: Date, 
ame, nativity, residence, death, discharge. Each town is taxed sepa- 
itely for its insane. The names of those charged to the county or 
tate are kept in another part of the book. Four State patients were 
:i the asylum, who have been there for several years. Kelatives pay 
'oard for about twenty patients and most of them pay the same as 
harged public patients, but a few pay three dollars a week. 

If the history of the case can be ascertained when admitted, it is 
Qtered in the case book. Further entries are only made when acci- 
Leuts occur, or any thing special. Noentriesaremadeofoommitments. 
fiho committed them, or who brought them. 



SCHEDULE E. 
Bboohe CouNTr Insane Asylum. 

I. S. Cook, Keeper. 

Visited July 34, 1884, by the Commissioner in Lunacy, Commissioner 
Craig of the Committee on Insane, Commissioner Miller of the District, 
and Dr. Hoyt, Secretary of the Board. 

On two sides of the open *area or yard running north and south is 
ranged a group of buildings. On the west side are the buildings of 
the poor house, consisting of a brick building, which is the north build- 
ing need for the men, and a frame building which is the south structure 
usedforthe women. The group of buildings devoted to theinsaneis 
ranged on the east side of this end. The north building is for the 
women. One of the buildings serves as the dining-room for the in- 
sane men and women ; the basement being; used for the kitchen The 
south building next inspected is the building for the men. A little in 
the rear and east of these three bnildings is a fourth building for the 
filthy and demented cases of the male sex. 

A building fronting on the open area is the wash hoase for the men's 
clothing. The women's washing is done by them in the basement of 
the north building. South of tne wash house is the hospital for the 
poor house. The extreme south buildings are the stables. 
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The south stractnre for insane women contained ou the daji 
inspection thirty-five patianW. On the ground floor are two aseaca 
dormitories, each containing six beds. Oonneoted with these on ti 
same floor is a hall with two single rooms on one aide and three ana 
rooms on the other, also a bathroom, There were two patients in cj 
without oovera. There were three fixed chairs. Od the first abs'i 
the ground floor is a hall with eight rooms on each side, and at oiie»i 
a dormitory with four beds. Each of these single rooms is closed r.: 
a wooden gate and padlock. 

The third bailding ou the east side for the insane men contains v 
the ground floor twelve single rooms and one double room, also donL 
tory containing two beds but with oapocitj for six. 

The first floor above the ground floor has fifteen single rooms ii 
three rooms, each with three patients. So cribs are here need. !: 
this building is the disturbed ward with four rooms. In one roomr 
noticed a patient, said to be syphilitic, with extremely ofEensire nlces 
The odor from this man was mffueed not only through his own root 
but also through the adjoining day-room, in which clean patients ver 
sitting. 

The house in the rear and to the east, contains two front rooms c 
dormitories, each with a capacity for eighteen inmates, aud now w 
for sane paupers of the filthy class. The rear or south dormitoriei- 
this building, are used for demented and insane patients of the &•&' 
class. These rooms, front and rear, were exceedingly offensire, ^ 
much BO that some of the commissioners were compelled to leave thx 
without full examination. 

The open vaults for privies on the premiaea were in a very filthy con- 
dition. Some cases of cholera morbus were in the Institution on ti- 
day of the inspection, one infant approaching collapse, for which P:. 
Smith prescribed. The buildings and beds generally seemed to beii 
a clean condition, but the criticism of the committee, in regard to th 
disturbed ward in the building for insane men, and of all the dormi- 
tories in the building for filthy patients, and of ^e privies, was one <^ 
unqualified condemnation. 

On the day of visitation there were thirty-eight male and thirty-fin 
female patients in the institution. 



SCHEDULE S. 
Bloohinqdale Astluu. 
Visited by Commissioners Craig and Milhau of the Committee od 
Insane, October 15, 1881, Escorted through the buildings by the 

superintendent. 

This asylum is part of the New York Hospital, The baiUiuga face 
to the west, are fliree-atory and basement, built of brown atone, and 
consist of a center or administration building, and north and Bonth 
wings, which are dnplteatea The north wing is for females, and the 
south wing for males. In the rear of each wing is a tbree-gtoiy 
building. These were built years ago to accommodate county patienia 
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when there were no other asylnme, and are bow occupied by Tiolent 
and filthy pjitients. 

The asylum is beantifally located, overlooking the Hudson river 
from the front, and the Soand from the rear windows. The grounds 
are nicely laid ont, and contain croquet lawns, groves, walka and hot- 
hoases for the entertainment of the patientn. 

The bare to the windows are so designed as to obviato, to a certain 
extent, the priaon-Itke appearance of most institntiona for the insane. 
On the day of Tisitation there were 110 male andl35femalepatieats 
in the inatitution. Including private attendautu, there was one atten- 
dant for about every three patients. The rooms were well ventilated 
and nicely furnished, somewhat m the style of a first-class hotel. The 
patients are classified, except where they are violent or filthy, with ref- 
erence to the good effect their asaociations will have on them. A 
point ia made not to furniah all the rooms alike, buttohaveapleaaing 
variety of furniture. 

Between each two male wards ia a billiard room for the amusement 
of the patients. There is alao an amusement hall in the upper story 
of the center building. The music is generally furniahed by a paid 
orchestra, but occaaionally the attendants act as muaicians. 

Besides about forty acres surrounding the asylum, the institotion 
has a farm of 300 acres at White Plains. Four inclosed airing courts 
are in the rear of the buildings, two for each sex. About twenty 
female and thirty male patients use the airing oourta ; the remainder 
have the liberty of the grounds. Nearly all of the patients are taken 
out daily. 

In the dining-rooms, fancy crockery and silverware are used, except 
for the more violent, for whom plain croekeryis furniahed. The head 
attendant presides at the tables, and the other attendants wait on the 
patients. Half of the attendanta eat before, and the others after'the pa- 
tienta. The greatest painS are taken with regard to the diet, both aa to 
quality and quantity. 

The superintendent stated ; "With regard to attendanta, my exper- 
ience is that it lies at the very root of auoceaaful treatment to 
have good attendants. I do not think good attendants can be secnred 
by [laying very high wages alone ; it depends on the carefulness of se- 
lection, discipline, and their treatment. Very high wages would at- 
tract auch people as would not be amenable to discipline. You can 
not govern and discipline attendants by printed regulations ; they are 
useful only aa a kind of text." 

There ia a hoad and an aaaiatant aupervisor for each department, and 
the head attendant is responsible for his ward. The male aupervisor 
receives 150 a month, and the female $40. The head attendants re- 
ceive from $25 to t30 on the male side, and from $18 to 120 on the 
female aide. The attendants' wagea start as low as $10, and the in- 
. crease depends upan their abilitiea and attention to duty. All atten- 
dants salute the medical officers when they pass through the wards. 
New attendants, besides having printed regulations, are instructed by 
supervisors, head attendants, and physicians at the time the inatruc- 
tioa ia applicable. 

'Ibeauperinteudent stated that there were about twenty cases of 
pavecis on the male side, and only one on the female side. 
No restraint had been asedsinco January previous, except on one man. 
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where a camisole was used about four hoara a day for two weeke, u 
prevent his matilating bia face. Uedical' reatraiut is seldom ased i- 
produce sleep. 

The supenaten dent's residence is situated about 800 feet from lit 
center building. 

The two buildings used for the violent and filthy patients are bsrelj 
furnished. The rooms are on one side of the ball aad windows o: 
the other. Thei'e are no bars to the windows, but heavy inside wir 
screens. The rooms were well ventilated and clean, and the patieos 
appeared contented. They were qnJte talkative, but not noisy. 

There is a night attendant for each ward. 

Books. 

The Admission Book contains the beginning of the case on adoii- 
sion, aa reported by the acGompaoyiDg friends or relatives, and tht 
snbatance of the certificatea of the pbyaiciaQs, also names and addrefau 
of persona accompanying the patient, but not the name of the jndgt 
Each case is continued in a clinical journal, containing all importu: 
clinical facts of each day, in the form of a report from the assistaD! 
physicians to the medical au per i n tend ent. The entries relating lo 
each patient are indexed in alphabetical order under the names of th( 
patients, so that the case may be traced from beginning to end. Id 
all acute cases entries are made almost daily. Each chronic casein 
written up at intervals of less than six months. A space at the beginning 
of the book is allotted for a brief of each case. 

The Registry of Daily Admiasioiis and Discbarges has the following 
headings: Date, name of patient, price, security, residence, by whom 
admitted, date of discharge, remarks. "Remarks" indicate that the 
legal certificates have been inspected and approved by one of tfie 
trustees. The right page contains, in tabular form, the names 
of the patients admitted and discharged, with the date of their ad- 
mission and discharge, and a continued census ; also a record of the 
weekly visits of the visiting committee, with dates of each visia, 
and the names of the viaitora. Independent of the visiting commit- 
tee, there is a monthly inspecting committee, appointed from the gor- 
einors of the New York Hospital, who are not members of theasylum 
committee. , The superintendent and iit, Livingstone stated, that for 
sixty years the weekly visiting committee have not missed an inspec- 
tion. 

There are two assistant physicians, the first for the females, and the 
second for the males. 

The written reports from the night watehman and the attendants 
are made permanent records. 

Since January, 1884, there have been no cases of seclusion, and only 
one case of restraint. During the year previous there were no cases 
of restraint, and only one case of seclusion, and that was at the per- 
sonal request of the patient. 
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SCHEDULE T. 
The Maeshaix Istpihmabt, Trot, N. Y. 

^ Dr. Joseph Lomas, Superintendent. 

Visited Jnly 9, 1884, by Commiseioners Craig and Uilhan, and the 
<tate Commissioner in Lunacy, Dr. Smith. 

On the day of visitation there were thirtjr-three male and thirty-nine 
emale patienta in the institution. The medical certificates were ex- 
.mined and found in proper form, hut in many instances the 
:ounty judge had not dated liis approval. The permanent lecords ap- 
leared to be entered correctly as to time, as were also the clinical rec- 
irde, which were written up to date. The restraint record for the 
nonth of June showed four patjente restrained, two with camisoles 
md loose sleeveB, destructive and interfering with other patients; one 
vith wristlets, disposition to injure his eyes; one in seclusion two 
lours, to restrain her from interfering with the bath. In May, three 
were in restraint. 
The following is the form of record of restraint: 

Kbcoed op Restbaint. 

Mabshall Infikuabt, ) 
ItiS .f 
restrained o'clock u. Why restrained? 
. How restrained F Witn mufT, wrist- 
lets, camisole, anklets, to chair, in hall, in room, to bed, during the 
day, night, . Restraint removed 

o'clock u. 188 . Restrained days hours. 



attendant, hall, is approved. 

Med. Supt. 

This form is placed on the ward, filled out by the attendant, and 
returned to the office. It is used on all the wards except on that for 
the violent and disturbed patients; there the attendants exercise their 
discretion. During the half year seven diSerent persons were in re- 
straint, and of these, four were reported each month, for various 
periods. The reasons for the restraint were surgical, destructiveness, 
and violence. 

The form of day and night report was examined, and found to cover 
the following: Filthinese, destructiveness, violence and unusual noise, 
reatlessness at night, tiding of medicine and refusal of the same. 
The following notes were taken from these records: July 7, six were 
noisy, one destructive, four filthy, one fell out of bed and injured his 
face, five took medicine, not including chloral, two took chloral, one 
quarrelsome. 

There were in the institation on the day of visitation, Dr. Lomax, 
superintendent, Dr. Martin, aasistaut, the house-keeper, steward and ten 
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sttendanta, one short; of the asoal oompletnent. IweXro private pi 
tienta were being taken care of. 

On the 19th of last Mttrch, over thirty patients were removed by ih 
county anthoritiea from the Infirmar; to the Biogbamton Asyinin,!!: 
the score of economy. 

Malb Department, 

Hall 1. Thie is for the convalescent class, and contained aevs. 
patients in charge of one attendant. There wnre tea beds, two n»E- 
containing three each, one with two, snd two single rooms. No bs. 
were on the floor. The general appearance of the patients, rooms ^c 
beds was neat. 

The bath-room and water-closet are in a side room openins; into ti 
hall. A stream of water flows in the urinal at all times. The clos 
and bath were clean and in good working order. 

Hall 2. This hall is for the quiet patients, of whom there were twtW 
in charge of one attendant. One was a filthy patienL There wr 
twelve beds in this hall, two rooms with two each, and the remaiDdr 
' in single rooms. Tlie patients were mostly old men, well dressed «- 
neat in appearance. The only complaints made were that they "f" 
restrained of their liberty. The rooms and beds were in neatori:^ 
and clean. 

On this hall ia the same arrangement of water-closet and bath, tb; 
being under the stairs on the other side of the partition. The &oa:- 
are of wood and much decayed. There was a leakage in the pipe.<,s:^ 
the floor around the basin was wet and badly decayed. 

The seating capacity was safficient, there beiog accommodations fi: 
sixteen patients. 

Hali 3. This hall is for the demented class, and on this ocoaGi<->: 
contained fifteen patients in charge of three attendants. Four ntn 
filthv patients and two had the delirium tremens. There were rig'f 
single rooms and three rooms containing two beds each; one patict' 
slept on the floor. This hall is divided oy means of glass doors ini: 
two divisions. There are seating accommodations' for aeventet 
patients. 

The flithy patients are kept by themselves. The beds of this (Has 
are cleaned by washing with a sponge. Canvas ticks are ased and the 
beds are supplied with stt'ong sheets. One of the beds was stained bn: 
gave out no particular odor. No rubber sheets were used. Another 
bed was found in similar condition, the patient, we were informs 
had destroyed bis tick the night previous. A fixed chair was noticed 
in this room, which has not been Qsed daring the year, and befivr 
that only by an epileptic patient. 

The floors in this division were iu good condition. 

The wuter-closet and bath-room were in good condition, and bid 
cement floors. The patients are bathed on Friday of every week, fi' 
in the same water. 

Tlie rooms and beds were in good order, and no fonl odors wen 
perceptible. Onis patient complained of being brought to the institu- 
tion with his face bruised, the injurieabaving been received while being 
taken to the institution by his sons. Upon inquiry, the superinteod- 
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it stated that this was true, and that the sons did not deny having 
iSicted the injurieB. 

On the day of visitation the supper consisted of bread and batter, 
ike and tea. 

The bailding is supplied with hose and buckets on every floor, to be 
sed in case oC fire. 

Female Depaetment. 
Ward 4. This is for the convalescent cl^a, and contained five pa- 
ieuts in charge of one attendant. Nine beds were placed fonr in oue 
oom, two in another, and three in single rooms. The patients were 
pell clothed and neat in appearance, and some were engaged in sewing. 
The rooms and beds were orderly, bnfc the wood work is very 
lid. The seating accoramo'dations are sufficient. The wftter-closBt 
.nd batli-room were in good order and no bad odor was noticed. The 
tatients' clotlies were neatly arranged, and kept in closets and drawers. 
Fhe dining-room on this as well as on all the other halls was in-neat 
>rder. 

Hall o. This hall is for the violent and disturbed class, and is di- 
vided by means "Of glass doors into two divisrons, in oue of which the 
most violent patients ai-e kept. On this hall were twelve patients in 
3harge of two attendants. Six of the patients were filthy in their 
habits. There were twelve beds on this hall, and seating accommo- 
dations for all. One patient was fastened in bed by means of the bed 
sheet; she was delirious, but the character of the disease had not yet 
been decided upoa by the physicians. One bed was wet, and there was a 
little odor in the room. The patients generally looked well, and 
the rooms and beds were neat. 

The water-closet and bath were in good order, but the floors were 
old and much worn. 

In the violent division, two beds were on the floor. Two patients 
were kept from the dining-room during meal times, as they were too 
ranch disturbed. Another patient bad on a dress with closed sleeves, 
which was quite soiled. - 
The attendants throughont the institution eat with the patients. 
The water-closet was in good order, with cement floor. 
The general appearance of this division was good. 
Hall 6. This hall is for the quiet patients, and contained twelve 
women and one attendant. One was a filthy patient. There were 
seven beds in one room, three in another, and three in single 
rooms. The seating capacity was sufficient to accommodate all. 
The rooms and beds were in neat order, and tde patients looked well. 
The water-closet and bath-room were in good order, and no smell was 
perceptible. > 

The chapel and amusement hall contains a platform and a piauo, 
and I'ocg wooden beaches are placed around the sides. The room is 
largo aad neatly arranged. 

The va,shing of the institution is done by hand, in the old fashioned 
style. The laundry, drying and wash-rooms were in good order. The 
kitohen contained all the usual appliances, and was neat and well 
arranged. The bread is baked in the building every other day, and 
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the gBine bread is used on the officers' table as on that of the pstienc 
in fact, ffe were iafonned that the same tood is nsed on each table. 

An old bnilding, a few haadred yards (rom the maiu structure, it 
oommodated six old female patients of the oooTaleacent and qiit 
dus. Only the lower 3oor was occupied, but the upper oonUiwdi 
namber of iron bedsteads. This building wonid accomniodate fon 
or fifty patienta. The rooms are well kept, and arranged as if iotciidt 
for a prirate family. The kitchen contains modern improremaiii 
and a large heater is in the cellar for use in winter. In the laoadr 
is a cement floor. 



SCHEDULE U. 

PROTIDBNOS LUNATIC ABTLUM. 

Mtun street near Hnmboldt Parkway, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Visited October 4, 1884, by CommiaaionerMilhau, of the Commits 
on Ineane. Escorted through the building by Sister Superv: 
Bosaline. 

This asylum is situated about two miles north-east from the citrc: 
Bu&lo, and is under the charge of the Sisters of Charity of the ordf 
of St, Vincent. The building is of brick, and consists of a cenK 
four stories and mansard roof; a north wing, three storica and mu- 
^ sard roof ; aud a south wing, three stories and attic. The third ui 
fourth floors of the center, and the north wing, are for fenuJt. 
the south wing for male patients. Inclndingthe Sister Superior, tbr- 
are ten Sisters in charge of the inmates. The ofSccs and rcceptiN 
rooms are on the first and second stories,, and the Sisters' apartmesii 
are in the rear part of the center building. The more quiet oi tic 
females occupy dormitories in the center Duildiog, which are cot- 
sidered part of" the wards on those floors. There are five stainnn 
two in each wing and one in the center, all of wood. There is hot siid 
cold water in the baildmg, the water, supplied by the city, having beec 
introduced the year previous. Oas was being put in, but at the tint 
of the visit kerosene was in use. The sewage is drained inii' 
a ditch on the grounds at some distance from the building, and thi 
accumulations are used in the garden. There are thirty acres of km! 
attached to the asylum, on which are raised all the vegetables. Sii 
cows supply the milk uftd. The bnilding is heated by iudireet radi-, 
ation, and two large boilers supply the steam for the coils, of whitli 
there is one for each room. There ia no resident physician, Di^ 
Wm. Ring visiting only every second day. Very little medicine ' 
given, but when necessary, chloral or bromide is given by the Sister 
charge of the ward. A large gong in the main hall is rung three timel 
when the doctor calls, to inform all of his presence. The same eonj 
is rung once before the person m charge of the front door will allon 
anybody to pass out. The Slaters etat^ that all the patients go oat 
wuking on pleaaaotdavs, except those in restraint The malepstientl 
are allowed to smoke and play cards, and the females are furnished witha 
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iano and cheae boards. The center building, ia only provided with 
'ire screena before the windows ; tiie wings with bars. No night- 
'atoh is kept as the Sisters have never found it neoeBBary. 

The bailding was well ventilated and in good oi'der, hut the wards 
1 some instances were barel; furnished. All patients are regnlwrly 
ommitted except liquor cases, which are received voluntarily, and go 
lUt when they please. 

On this occasion there were 105 patieotg; eighty-one females and 
.wenW-four males. Of this number, seventy-five were private patients, 
ind thirty county patients ; the bills for the latter are sent \n once a 
^ear. The olothes-room for each hall is in the main hall. The patients 
generally were well clothed and tidy in appearance. 

The mala attendants receive tl3 'and the female IS per month. 
Enivea and forks are used throughout the asylum. Bestraintis placed 
on the patients at the discretion of the Sister in charge of the halL 
None of the male patients engage in any employment, but many of 
the females assist aboul; the place, and sew and do fancy work. 
Patients are bathed once a week, and the males shave every Friday. 
Small holes are bored in the doors of the patients' rooms, so that they 
can be observed from the hall. 

Wooden bedsteads with slats are used throughout the institution. 
Each is furnished with a straw tick, two sheets, blankets and spread. 

Males. 
St. Joseph's Hall (first floor). This hall is for a quiet or convales- 
cent class of patients, and liquor cases, and contained five patients. A 
Sister was iu charge, assisted by one male attendant. All of these' 
patients werepnvate, and their rooms, which are all single, were neatly 
furnished. Tne water-closet and bath are in the same room and the 
floors are of wood, which is the case with all in the building. The din- 
ing-room, though small, was neat, and the patients were well clothed' 
and appeared contented. 

St. Luke's Hall (second floor). This ball isfor a quiet and demented 
class, and contains six patients in charge of a Sister and a male at- 
tendant. On the hall and in some of the rooms were rocking-chairs 
and otber chairs, and the rooms, though plainly, were neatly f nrnished. 
The floors were clean, and the patient were well clothed. In the 
dining-room the table was covered with oil-cloth, and chairs were used. 
The water-closet and bath were in good order. 

St. Vincent's Hall, (third floor). This hall is for the most disturbed 
class, three of whom were violent, and one filthy. Here were 
thirteen patients in charge of a Sister, assisted bya male and a female 
attendant Two patients were in restraint; one in constant restraint 
with strap and wristlets, day and night for soma time, while the other 
was restrained with' a muff at night and strap and wristlets during the 
day, on accoant of violence and destructiveness. The rooms were all 
in good order, and some rocking and other chairs were on the liall for 
the use of the patients. 

The chapel is on the second floor of the center building and is large 
and well furnished. 
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SL Mary's Hall (firat floor). On this hall were twelve qc:' 
patients, ia charge of s Sister and one female attendaDt. None v- 
m restraiat, bat the Sister stated that occasionally a camisole ia as: 
All of these were private patients, neatly clothed, and their root 
were neatly, though plainly rnmished, and in good order. Tables 
chairs were in the ball. 

St. Ann's Hall (second floor). On this hall were nine old &: 
qaiet patients, in charge of a Sister, andasmall girlwbo assisted^ 
The rooms and patients looked neat, and white table cloths were £>< 
in the dining-room. The hall was furnished with both common; 
rocking-chairs, it runs through the center and rooms are arrange>S 
each Bide. 

St Elizabeth's Hall (third floor). This ball is for the worst el^ 
and contained thirty-one patients, in charge of a Sister, assist ' 
two female attendants. A number were seen knitting, and thi 
was very quiet on the occasion of the visit. Rocking-chairs were 
hall, and the patients appeared comfortable. Two patients slepi : 
each room. The general appearance was good, and no one was ' 
strain t. 

St. Martha's Hall (fourth floor). This hall is for a Tioleot and^- 
tnrbed class, under the ohargeof a Sister, assisted by agirl. Some of Ur 
best patients assist in doing the work of the hall. Tvo were filthy i: 
theirhabitsand three were in restraint, each with a camisole, one beJE: 
destruotire and the other two Tiolent and continually fighting. Tt-. 
other patients looked quite well, and the rooms were in good onjeruii 
clean. 

The kitchen was in good order, and contained modern improvemenB 
A house-keeper is in oh^^e, assisted by two girls and a number o:': 
female patients. The dinner consisted of mutton, beef, oabba^' 
tomatoes, soup, bread and butter and grapes for dessert. Therein 
always dessert for dinner. Most of the bread is bought. 

The laundry is in a detached two story brick building. The wast- 
ing and ironing is done on the lower floor, and in winter and U: 
breather the drying is done on the upper floor. All the washing ii 
done in stationary tubs, and many of the patients assist. 

Books. 

The Register and Case Book contains: Name, date of admission, is 
whose order sent, age, civil condition, number of children, occupation, 
education, religion, habits, nativity, insane relation, cause, form, date 
of attack, duration, number of attacks before admission, age first 
attack, suicidal, homicidal, general physical condition, bodily dis- 
orders, tongue, pulse, eyes, heart, lungs, menstruation, correspond 
with, telegraph to, brought by, medical certificates and papers. 

The entries are made as soon as the certiflcates are received. The 
last patient admitted was recorded August 28. The Sister stated thit 
entnes are made from time to time in all cases. 

The Commissioner in Lunacy examines all certificates at bis visits. 
The asylnm makes annual reports to the State Board of Charities. 
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SCHEDULE V. 

"o the Trustees of ihs Binghamton Asylum for the Chronic Insane ; 
The undersigned, the BpeciaDj appointed committee of the State 
loard of Charities, in accoraance witn section ai of chnpter 280 of the 
aws of 1879, having visited the said asylum and made pergonal in- 
pection nnd due examination of its oSicial records, and on conferring 
vith the Buperiatendentof said asylam, are satisfied that the folIowiDg 
lamed persons are harmless and quiet chronic insane patients in the 
!aid asylum, and in the judgment of the committee their health and 
somfort can he properly provided for by the saperintendents of the 
r>oor of their respective counties. The said committee therefore, after 
1 ue examination of said patients and of the case hook and records of 
iaid asylum, in the presence of the superintendent and physicians of 
said asylum, and after advising with them and with Dr. Charles S. 
Hoyt, secretary of said Board and with the State Commissioner in 
LuDacy, do recommend, and in porsnance of saidstatnte io such cases 
made and provided, do direct that said patients be discharged and re- 
moved to the care of the said superintendents of their respective 
ooanties. 

The following are the names of said patients, sixteen in namber, with 
the counties from which they came respectively, and the pages on which 
their respective cases are entered in the case hook. 

The minutes of said examination Vill be Sled in the ofBce of said 
" Board " at Albany. 

Catherine Gilligan, Albany coanty, p. 277, vol. 1; Marv O'Hearn, 
Albany county, p. 336, vol. 1; Catherine White, Albariv countv, 
p. 103, vol. 1; Thomas Bellamy, Saratoga county, p. 197, vol. 1 ; 
Edward MoKowu, Columbia county, p. 183, vol. 1; Betsey Shadic, 
Columbia county, p. 474, vol. 1; John Flynn, Dutchess county, p. 280, 
vol.1; Edward McManas, Greene county, p. 478, vol. 1; James L. 
Van Densen, Givene county, p. 453, vol, 1 ; Mary Brown, Onondaga 
county, p. 298, vol. 2 ; Frank Muff, Onondaga connj^, p. 288, vol. 2 ; 
Polly Powers, Otsego County, p. 370, vol. 2; Patrick Hogan, Jiensselaer 
county, p. 511, vol. 3 ; Mary Keating, Eensaelaer county, p. 443, vol. 
3 ; Mary Hazer, Westchester county, p. 220, vol. 3; Patrick Eiernan, 
Westchester county, p. 250, vol. 3. 

The two patients from Greene county to be discharged only on the 
certificateof Dr. Hoyt, aecretaryof the "Board," that the addition to the 
poor house itj said county has been completed. 

See subjeined note signed by Commissioner Milhau. 
Dated September i, 1884. 

(Signed.) OSCAR CRAIG, 

JOHN J. MILHAU, 
S. F. MILLER. 

Committee, etc. 
N. B. — The said Thomas Bellamy, Mary Brown, Frank Muflf and 
Polly Powers were not examined personally by Commissioner Milhau, 
but were examined by Commissioners Miller and Craig in the presence 
of the Oommissioner in Lunacv and the secretary of the State Board 
of Charities, September 4, 1884. 

"■■ a.) JOHN J. MILHAU. 
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EXHIBIT No. 1. 



Appliostion of the Managers of the State Lunatic AB7ltiin, Utio. 
for appropriatlona other than nsnal expenses. 

EtHmata of cost of building second floor in center building. 

Taking down &oon, ceilings, joists, eta 

Altering gas pipes 

Two lOi inch flanged iron beams, 20 feet long, mate- 
rials, labor and patting np t&k 

Two 10^ flanged iron beams, 13 feet long, materials and 
labor aud patting up 39 b 

Two 8 inch flanged iron beams, 14 feet long, materials, 
labor and putting up m 

Two i hj 13 pine jolate, 5,685 feet; materialB, carpenter 
work and labor 3i9 K 

Mason work, setting joists in wall 

Bridging, materials, carpenter work, labor, nails U» 

Two tbonsand seven hundred feet one-inch matched 
under flooring; materials, carpenter work, labor, nails, 81 fl 

Two thonsand seven hundred feet, S. H. 1^ narrow 
nLaple flooring dressed; materials, carpenter work, 
labor; with asbestos paper under the floor 189 d; 

Two thousand two hundred and flftj-nine feet oak ceil- 
ing and underlining stairways; materials, carpenter 
work and labor 1,083 ('■ 

Base plinth, 381 feet; materials, carpenter work and 
labor. .' 150 

Oiling and finishing in preserrative the floors, painting 
base, etc 100« 

Total «a, 104 11' I 



HOSPITA.L BUILDIKQ FOB KbK. 

Excavation and Mason Work. 

Excavating 619vardB of earth for basement, atSOots.... (185 70 

168 S7'100 perch of stone for foundations and basement « 

walls, mason work, materials and labor, at 9S per perch, 1 , 105 TI 

• 306 feet of water-table, at 75 ets 229 5fl 

Two cut stone door-silla, at (5.40 10 80 

686,1213 brick for wall and all mason work, labor and ma- 
terials, at 114 8,206 96 

(Includes pressed and molded corner brick and plastering 
of the fluea.) 

53 window sills, at $1.50 74 20 

53 window caps, at $4 212 00 

816 yards of juastering on w^ls, mason work and mate- 
rials, at 22 cts 179 62 
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L,051 yards plaBtering on oeilings, masoii work, lath and 

all materials, at 28 ota 1394 38 

Brick, maaon work, labor and materials, partly cement, * 
for floor arches, for bath-rooms and waterTclosets, 13,- 

340, at *U Jf. 188 16 

Tiles and tiling for fioors 384 00 

Brick drun and traps to main drain 350 00 

Oarpenier Work, 
18 basement vindows with &amea, sash, casing, at $5 . . 90 00 

35 windows with frames, sash, carpenter work, etc., at 

«15 635 00 

30 doors and frames, casing, materials, carpenter work, 

etc., at»13 340 00 

Lnmber and all materials, carpenter work, labor, etc., 

for roof *. 673 34 

Joists, flooring, carpenter work and all materials 1,911 34 

Iron and Tin Work. 

6,653 lbs. iron for iron window sash, at 4 cts ' 33G 08 

400 lbs. iron frames for ventilating fines, at 4 ots. 16 00 

440 lbs. iron frames and register faces for warm air flues, 

at 5 cts ■ 23 00 

Two flights of iron stair-wajs 333 00 

405 feet of iron cornice pat on baildiug.at tl.40 ?. . 567 00 ' 

48.33 sqiiares of tin roofing, at t6 289 93 

Material and labor pntting in gae pipes and gas fistares, 155 00 
'Water-closet pipes, hoppers and all materials for two 

, water-closets 300 00 

Bath tubs, fixtures, sinks, etc., for two bath rooms 250 00 

Materials and labor in putting up apparatus for steam 

heating and ventilation 400 00 

Iron girders for arches in water-closets and bath-rooms. . 306 08 
Main steam and condensed pipes and valves and main 

pipes and valves for hot and cold water to building . . . 300 00 

Fainting. 
Wood-filling and painting of entire wood-work and roof. . 400 00 

Total tl8,337 49 

Cossecnso Gobridob, Baseubnt Undbbn^bXth, fob Fbese Air 
Flue, Steam Wateb Pipes, conseciikc) with Genebai. Heat- 

IBO AND VBNTILATINO ApPABATDS ; 70 FEET. SuN AND EXBR- 
CIBUfO BOOU ABOVE FOB SiCE. 

Mason Work. 
Excavating 350 yards of earth, at 3 



347 perch of stone for foundations and basement, mason 
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work, labor and materials, at t3 tl.OU i* 

Water table, 140 feet, at 75 cte 105 (■ 

^4 window sills, at ta.lO each 71 4 

10 basement window lintels, t2. 10 each 21 (• 

840 feet of Sagging, at 35 cts., materials and lajiog 210 i' 

36,000 brick, mason work, labor and materials, at tl4, 

which includes pressed and moalded comer brick and 

the plastering of the flues.. .^ 50i <" 

434 yards plastering on walls, mason work, labor and ma- 

teriaJs, at ZZ cts 954 ?• 

Girpenter Work. 

900 sqnare feet of double flooring, including joists, under 
floor and maple bard flooriug, carpenter work, labor 
and all materials, at 1^4 cts. per square foot 216 I'u 

Ceiling joists under roof, 910 feet, at 5 cts .■. . 45 Ji 

1 , 369 feet of roofing materials, carpenter work and labor, 
at 13 cts. per sqaare foot 190 J- 

10 basement windows with frames, wood-work anS iron 
sash, at 19 90 it' 

24 windows, wood-work, sash and iron frames, all com- 
plete, at tai.50 616 OC 

Four doora, casinp, hanging, all complete, at 115 60 W 

Iron and Tin Ware. 

12.69 squares tin roofing, at»6 76 U 

177 feet of cornice, at tl 177 W 

Stair- ways and landing complete 75 00 

$4,428 19 

Total $32,755 6S 



Detailed Estimates fob Buildins Amubembnt Room. 

Mason Wori. 
Three hundred and sisty-geven yards of excavation for 

basement and walls at 50 cts $183 50 

Three hundred and thirteen perch of stone, mason work, 

labor and materials for foundation, and basement 

walls, at $3 939 00 

Two hundred and one feet of water-table, at 75 cts 150 75 

Three outside doorsills, at*6.... 18 00 

Twelve basement window sills, $1.40 16 60 

Fourteen upper window sills, at $2.10 39 40 

Two atone caps for pilasters, at $14 33 00 

Three landings, 6 ft., by 4 ft., two steps each, with stone 

tbundation 130 00 

Twelve thousand sixhundred brick for paving basement, 
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I work, labor, and materials, at $10 $136 00 

Sriok cistern in basement, 17 x 7, four feet deep, laid 

in coment, mason work, )abor and materials 130 00. 

>ne bandred and forty-five thousand five hundred brick, 
mason work, labor and materials for walls (i^ijy 
cement), at »14 2,037 00 

Fourteen thousand five hundred and twenty brick, mason 

work, labor and materials for flues, and for euppcnrt- * 

ing the floor (partly cement), at (l4 303 38 

Xbree hundred and twelve yards lath and plastering ceil- 
ing, mason work, labor and materials, 36 cts 81 13 

Seven hu'ndred and thirty-eight yards plastering walls 
and pilasters, mason work, labor and materials, at 
34 cts 177 13 

One hundred and two yards plastering, mason work, 

labor and materials, ceiling of stage, at 28 cts 38 56 

Maaon work, labor and materials, setting in cement, 

twenty-six sills and windows and fitting around frames 36 00 

$4,294 as 



CarpeTiier Worh 

Twelve basement windows with frames, sash and casing, 

carpenter work, at $4 $48 00 

Fourteen windows of forty lights, frames, sash and cas- 
ing, carpenter work, at Il5 210 00 

Three outside doors, frames, casing, carpenter work, at 

$18 54 00 

Two inside doors, frames, casing, carpenter work, at $15 30 00 

Lintels for doors and windows 14 57 

Wood brick 8 57 

Lining and casing six windows (these windows are on 

hand), 38 00 

Lumber and all materials, carpenter work, labor, etc., 

for roof 613 17 

One hundred and sixty-three feet of roof gntters 18 00 

Eighty feet of ventilating gutters 40 00 

Eighty-three feet capping and ridge ventilation 68 57 

Eighty-two feet of beams, 8 x 10, for floor rests 13 71 

Seven thousand feet flooring joists, carpenter work and .,- 

labor 174 99 

Three thousand five hundred and sixty-two square feet 

under flooring, carpenter work and labor 165 14 . 

Three thousand eight hundred and twenty-five square 

feet of maple flooring, carpenter work and labor 493 44 

Three thousand five hnndred and sixty-two feet spruce 

for attic floor, carpenter work and labor 146 03 

Eight thouaand and sixty-nine feet of ceiling joists, car- 
penter work and labor. 1B7 14 

Three hundred and thirty-aix feet of bribing S3 94 
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Mftteriala, carpenter work and l&bor, fairing for wsioBcot- 
ing 

Threo handred aod fif ty-foar lineal feet of wainscotiog, 
four feet high with capping, molding and baae 

Maldag centres and putting np pine beam, 8 x 10 over 
aroh of stage, lumber, carpenter work and materials. . 

Two Ihonsand eight hundred and eight feet of wood ceil- 
ing, materialBr carpenter work and labor at 30 cents.. 

Materials and labor, building scaffolding 

Chairs or movable seats for six handled, and finishiog 
and ftimishing stf^ , 



Iron and Tin Work. 

Gaa pipes fittings, chandeliers, oorered stage lights, labor, 
etc 

Materials and labor putting up apparatus for steam heat- 
> ing and ventilation with water pipes through the build- 
ing as a protection against fire 

Iron frames for eight warm air and ten rentilating fines 

Eight regieters for warm air Sues, at $3 

Four thonsaad and thirty-two feet of tin roof, at tG per 
square 

Two copper thimble tabes for conductor pipe through 
roof 

Two hundred feet of four inch conduotor pipe and OTor- 
flow pipe 



•1,145,9! 



Painting. 

Paints and materials, roof, cornices, windows outside and 

register faces, and oiling and finishing in preservatiTe, 

the entire woodwork, wainscoting, ceiling, iioors, 

windows, inside doors, stage, etc. 



$9,991 50 



State Ldnatio Asylum, i 
UncA, N. T., January 9, 1885. J 

Hon. OSCAB Gbaiq, 

Gommiitee, etc, 8tat» Board of Charities. 
Deab Sib — In accordance with the provisions of chapter 951, 
section 7, laws, of 1867, your attention is called to the incuMed e^- 
matea for hospital for men in connection wiih this institation. 
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Carefnl estimatea were made ^hen the same matter vas submitted 
> your board a year ago and were by your board approved. These 
itimates have been gone over again and the managers believe that 
ney are aa loT as tbe work can be possibly done in the ezerdse of the 
reatest economy. The managers will embody this matter in their 
nnnal report, and they respectfully aek that your board will incor- 
lorate in its report to the legislature, a recommendation that the appro- 
•riation be made by the legislature for the purpose mentioned. 

The managers also transmit a ground plan and estimates for an 
tmuBement room for the entertainment of patients. This is a mat- 
«r deemed by them of great importance for the treatment and onre of 
patients. As members of your board have personally inspected the 
30aitioD and character of tne present amnsemeat room, the managers 
leem it unnecessary to say more than that it is in an unsafe position, 
being in the attic of the center building, requiring an ascent of five 
stories, which makes it practically inaccessible to the old and feeble, 
and that it is niot asafe location as against the dangers of fire. Tbe 
proposed room would consist of a one story building with the walls 
eighteen feet high, above the basement, the main part or auditorium 
to be 35x80 fee^ and the stage part and necessary rooms to be 25x40 
feet ; the building to be placed in the rear part of the quadrangle and 
ID connection with the rear cross-wing, so that it can be reached by 
both men and women, under cover, and will be accessible to the 
feeble, sick and old, and will he large enongh,>as the managers be- 
lieve, to accommodate the entire household. The managers shall nrse 
an appropriation tor this subject upon the legislature and they would 
ask your Doard, if they concur in the recommendation of the man- 
agers, to approve the project, and recommend to the legislature that " 
an appropriation be made for the purpose. 

During the last visit of the asylum committee, Messrs. Graig and 
Hilhau, their attention was called to the condition of the ceiling and 
joists of the center building. As then suggested, examination was 
made which shows that the lathes and most of the joists are affected 
moi'e or less with dry rot and that the whole ceiling, with the joists, 
floor, etc, are sinking, and for safety will have to be renewed. This 
floor and ceiling was putup&fter the fire in 1857, and almost necessar- 
ily before the walls were thoroughly dried. A similar condition occurred 
in the floor above a few years ago which fell causing considerable dam- 
age, but fortunately injuring no one. The whole size of the ceiling 
and floor is 120x13 feet with one projection towards the outer door 
16x16 and projections towards the three stairways. 

Tbe managers believe it would be better economy in such a part of 
the building to mf^e the ceiling of wood, putting in sueh openings 
as would secure thorough ventilation to the joists and also to the floor. 
The manugera present the estimates for this work and hope that your 
board will concur in recommending an appropriation to be made, as 
they deem it unsafe to delay. 
At tbe last visit of your committee, their attention was called to the 
' einking of the northwest end of the front wing, men's department. 
Caierul examination by a competent architect discloses the fact that 
nearly the half of that wing has snnk and toppled from a vertical line 
Doithirsrd, or to the front, about four inches and is steadily sinking. 
The doors in that part of the building have had to be planed off three 
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times ainoe the yiait o* ^onr committee. The oonditioD of thia wi^ 
excites serioas apprehension on the part of the managers and tbr 
shall commaDicate the facts to the legialatnre in a Bnpplementaiyrt- 
port to their annnal report as soon as the architect has made oat uu 
submitted his report. The managers wonld respectfully ask thatjor' 
board wonld refer to this matter in your annnal report and recommei:: 
that such measures be taken as may be necessary to secure thessfrr 
of the bnilding. . • 

Very respectfully yours, 

P. V. RQGEKS, 
Chairman Business Committee, Board of Manageri. 



EXHIBIT No. 'Z. 

Hudson Rtfer State Hospital, j 

PoDOHKEEPSiB, October 4, 1884 f 

Messrs. Craiq and Milhau, of State Board of Charities : 

Gentlemen — At the regular quarterly meeting held September^' 
1884, the board of managers resolved to reqaest from the JL/Ogislatsii 
appropriations for "renewals, repairs and betterments" as follows: 

One drop-flue boiler and connections t4,O0D ft 

Steam-heating apparatus, additions and modiScations 6,000 iX' 

Outside and inside painting, etc 3,500 K' 

Estension of sewer at the river. 1,500 0' 

Extension of water-pipe 500 OC 

New ice-house 1 , 500 !•■ 

Furniture for the wards 600 (*' 

Plumbing in defective water-closets 3,000 OC 

Total *1S, 600 0" 

Bespectfully submitted, 

JOS. M. CLEAVELAND. . 

Superintendent. 



EXHIBIT No. 3. 

STATE OF NEW YORK; 

WiiiAED Asylum for the Insane, j 
WiLLARD. Seneca Lake, January 2, 188i J 

Hon. OscAE Craig; 

Mt Dear Sik: — In answer to your request for the reasons that haie 
led us to saggest additional and special provision for filthy and infirm 
patients in this asylum, I submit the following; 
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We have fonr haadred and sixty foar (464) patientu, who from 
advanced dementia or physical infirmity, or by reason of Buoh oanaes 
combined are filthy in their liabits and ignore, or are unable to attend 
to their natural wants. Of theae patients, two hundred and twenty 
are extreme cases and require frequent bathing and changes of cloth- 
ing, and a daily renewal of the bedding. Forty-two of this class of 
xuale patients on one department (three wards) in the main building 
bavo received during the past seven days, five hundred aud thirty- two 
^63^) separate hatha and a total number of two thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-six (2996) separate pieces of clothing and bedding. 

The care and attendance given theae poor creatures from six A. H. 
to nine F. M. is as thorough and perfect as it well can be; but to give 
equally as good care for the remaining hours of the night, with onr 
present structural arrangements, would add largely to our pay-roll and 
as a consequence would increase our cost of maintenaucc. We have in 
operation a triul service of night attendants instituted several months 
ago. Two persons perform such a service on the third department of 
the "north wing." This department contains 101) male patients, and 
is divided into three wards. Two persons are required, as one would 
bo unable to raise patients from their beds in a proper manner. Their 
duties consist in a continuons round of examination of beds, and of 
raising patients whose wants require it. Whon a patientis found wet 
or soiled, they cleanse him with a sponge and warm 'wat*r and dry him; 
then replace all soiled with fresh and clean bedding. They attend to 
the wants of the feeble, sick and epileptic. The direct results attained 
by this service, have been a reduction in the number of patients with 
dirty habits, from forty-two to twenty-nilio. The average number of times 
patients have been relieved and cleaned nightly has been ninety-four; 
using an average of 142 sheets and shirts to replace thoso soiled. The 
resuUa that cannot be numerically stated relate to the added comfort 
of patients and the improved sanitary condition and cleanlineas of the 
^ards. 

A struciurebest adapted for the proper care of Uie class of insane de- 
scribed, is a one story building containing large dorviitories and day- 
rooms; and infirfnary wards for helpless and bed-ridden patients. 

It should be one story for the reason that such patients are moved 
np and down staits with difficulty, and they should be placed where 
.open air and sunshine are easily accessible, A second story could not 
well be nsed for any other claasillcation of the insane without seriously 
interfering with the essentials of construction in the lower story. The 
dormitories should be large and be kept comfortably warm. A dormi- 
tory for 100 patients with a day-room for a like number could be ef- 
fectually and econpmically adminiatered, Fonr night attendants and 
five day attendants would be a sufficient force. A like number of de- 
mented patients on small, partitioned wards now require thirteen day 
attendants. The day-room, abandoned at niglit and the dormitory 
during the day, would admit of effectual ventilation and cleansing. 
The respective rooma might be warmed while in use; open grate fires 
would add a means of ventilation as well as to the cheerful appearance 
of the rooms. There should be a common dining-room and the pa- 
tients should receive the care of all .the day attendants during their 
mealB. Ample bath-i'ooms and water-cloipts should be placed in con- 
venient relation to both day-room and dormitory. An infirmary ward 
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St, Mu/g Hall (first floor). On this hall were twelve nn.- 
patients, in charge of a Sister and one female attendant. None ~ 
in restraint, but tlie Sister stated tiiat occasionally a camisole It i 
AU of these were private patients, neatly clothed, and their m: 
were neatly, thoagh plainly fnmiehed, and in good order. Tables •: 
chairs were in the hall. 

St. Ann's Hall (second floor). On this hall were nine oUt 
qniet patients, in charge of a Sister, and a small girl who aasisted:: 
The rooms and patients looked neat, and white table cloths were m- 
in the dining-room. The hall was forniahed with both common! 
rocking-chairs, it runs through theoenter and rooms are arranged 
each Bide. ' 

St. Elizabeth's Hall (third floor). This hall is for the worst iM 
and contained thirty-one patients, in charge of a Sister, assisted" 
two female attendants. A number were seen knitting, and the k 
was very quiet on the oooasion of the visit. Eocking-chairs were inc- 
hall, and the patients appeared comfortable. Two patieots slept i 
each room. The general appearance was good, and no oDe was is :^ 
straint. 

St. Martha's Hall (fourth floor). This hall is for a violentaod^' 
tnrbed class, ander the obargeof a Sister, assisted by agirl. Some of '-^ 
best patients assist in doing the work of the hall. Two were filth;- 
their hahits and three were in restraint, each with a camisole, one bc^ 
destructive aod the other two violent and continually fighting. To- 
other patients looked qaite well, and the rooms were in good ordarK- 
clean. 

The kitchen was in good order, and contained modern improvemeci^ 
A house-keeper is in charge, assisted by two girls and a nnmbei<i 
female patients. The dinner consisted o( mutton, beef, cabbsc- 
tomatoes, soup, bread and batter and grapes for dessert. There' 
always dessert for dinner. Most of the bieud is bought. 

The laundry is in a detached two story brick building. The w^, 
ing and ironing is done on the lower floor, and tti winter and W 
leather the drying is done on the upper floor. All the washing:' 
done in stationary tubs, and many of the patients assist. 

Books. 

The Register and Case Book contains: ^N'ame, date of admissioa,!' 
whose order sent, age, civil condition, numberof children, occnpsti<"i- 
education, religion, hahits, nativity, insane relation, cause, form, '" 
of attack, duration, nnmber of attacks before admission, age Di^' 
attack, suicidal, homicidal, general physical condition, boduy i^" 
orders, tongne, pulse, eyes, heart, lungs, menstruation, corr^"' 
with, telegraph to, brought by, medical certificates and papers. 

The entries are made as soon as the certificates are received. 1^' 
last patient admitted was recorded Augnst 28. The Sister stated t^ I 
entnes are made from time to time in all cases. 

The Commissioner in Lunacy examines all certificates at his vi^t^ | 
The asylum makes annual reports to the State Board of Charities. | 
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, . SCHEDULE V. 

To ike Trustees of ths Binghamton Asylum for the Chronic Insane : 
The UDdersigned, the specially appointed committee of tlie State 
3oard of Charities, in accordaDCe witn section ^1 of clinpter 280 of the 
awa of 1879, having visited the said asylum and made personal in- 
ipectioQ and due examination of its official records, and on conferring 
with the superiatendeot of said asylum, are satisfied that the following 
aamed persons are harmless and qniet chrouto insane patients in the 
said asylum, and ia the judgment of the committee tneir health and 
cjom fort can be properly provided for by the superintendents of the 
poor of their respective counties. The said committee therefore, after 
due examination of said patients and of the case book and records of 
said asylum, in the presence of the superintendent and physicians of 
said aaylnm, and after advising with them and with Dr. Charles S. 
Hoyt, secretary of said Board and with the State Commissioner in 
Lunacy, do recommend, and in pursuance of saidstatnte in such cases 
made and provided, do direct that said patients be discharged and re- 
moved to the care of the said superintendents of their respective 
counties. 

The following are the names of said patients, sixteen in number, with 
the counties from which they came respectively, and the pages on which 
their respective cases are entered in the case book. 

The minutes of said examination Will be filed in the office of said 
" Board " at Albany. 

Catherine Qilligan, Albany county, p. 277, vol. 1 ; Mary O'Hearn, 
Albany county, p. 32S, vol. 1; Catherine White, Albany county, 
p. lOS, vol. 1; Thomas Bellamy, Saratoga connty, p. 197, vol. 1 ; 
Edward McKown, Columbia county, p. 182, Tol. 1; Betsey Shadic, 
Columbia county, p. 474, vol. 1; John Flynn, Dutchess county, p. 280, 
Tol. 1 ; Edward McManns, Greene county, p. 478, vol. 1 ; James L. 
Van Densen, Greene connty, p. 452, vol. 1 ; Mary Brown, Onondaga 
county, p. 298, vol. 2 ; Frank Mu£E, Onond^a county, p. 288, vol. 2; 
Polly Powers, Otsego County, p.270, vol. 3; Patrick Hogan, liensselaer 
county, p. 511, vol. 3 ; Mary Keating, Bensselaer county, p. 443, vol. 
3 ; Mary Hazer, Westijhester county, p. 330, vol. 2; PatrioK Eiernan, 
Westchester county, p. 850, vol. 2. 

The two patients from Greene county to be discharged only on the 
certificate of Dr. Hoyt, secretary of the " Board." that the addition to the 
poor house iq said county has been completed. 

See subjAined note signed by Commissioner Milhan. 
Dated Septemier i, 1884. 

(Signed.) OSCAR CRAIG, 

JOHN J. MILHATJ, 
8. F. MILLER. 

Commitlee, etc. 
N. B. — The said Thomas Bellamy, Mary Brown, Frank Mnff and 
Folly Powers were not examined personally by Commissioner Milhan, 
but were examined by Commissioners Miller and Craig in the presence 
of the Commissioner in Luuacv and the secretary of the State Board 
of Charities, September 4, 1884. 

(Signed.) JOHN J. MILHAU. 
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EXHIBIT No. 1. 



Application of the Managers of the State Lunatic A^lom, Ht 
for appropriatftna other than nsnal expeneee. 

Estimate of cott of building aacond floor in eejtter building. 

Taking down floors, ceilings, joists, eta 

Altering gas pipes 

Tvo lOi inon flanged iron beams, 20 feet long, mate- 
rials, labor and patting np tS 

Two 10} flanged iron beams, 13 feet long, materials and 
labor aud patting up 3S 

Two 8 inch flanged iron beams, 14 feet long, materials, 
labor and putting np ^ 

Two i hj 13 pine joiste, 5,C85 feet; materials, carpenter 

work and labor 3^ 

Mason vork, getting joists in wall 

Bridging, materiala, carpenter work, labor, nails 1^ 

Two tbonsand Beveu hundred feet one-inch matched 
under flooring; materials, carpenter work, labor, nails, SI 

Two thousand seven hundred feet, S. M. 1} narrow 
maple flooring dressed; materials, carpenter work, 
labor; with asbestos paper under the floor 1S9 

Two thousand two hundred and fifty-nine feet oak ceil- 
ing and underlining stairways; materials, carpenter 
work and labor 1,0^ 

Base plinth, 381 feet; materials, carpenter work and 
labor. ]M 

Oiling and finishing in preserratire the floors, painting 
base, etc lOO 



Total. . 



Hospital Buiujinq fob Men-. 

Excavation and Mason Work. 

BzcaTatlng 619 yards of earth for basement, at 30 cts tlSS K 

468 57-100 perch of stone for foundations and basement * 
walls, mason work, materials and labor, at t3 per perch, 1,105 '' 

306 feet of water-table, at 75 cts r""' 

Two cnt stone door-sills, at 15.40 

586,212 brick for wall andallmaaon work, labor and ma- 

teriaU, at tl4 8,306 « 

(Includes pressed and molded corner brick and plastering 
of the flues.) 

53 window sills, at «1.60 7Ji^ 

53 window caps, at $4 %ii^ 

816 yards of plastering on walla, mason work and mate- 
rials, at 23 cts 1 
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1,061 yards plastering on oellings, mason work, lath and 

all materials, at 38 ots $394 %8 

Sriok, mason work, labor and materials, partly cement, * 
for floor arches, for bath-rooms and vater-olosets, 13,> 

340, »ttl4 4f. 188 16 

mies and tiling for floors 384 00 

Brick drun and traps to main drain 350 00 

Carpenter Work. 

18 basement windows with fntmes, sash, casing, at $5. . 90 00 
35 windows with frames, sash, carpenter work, etc., at 

»16 525 00 

20 doors and frames, casing, materials, carpenter work, 

etc., at *ia 210 00 

Lnmber and all materials, carpenter work, labor, etc., 

forroof 673 24 

Joists, flooring, carpenter work and all materials 1,914 34 

Iron and Tin Work. 

6,652 lbs. iron for iron window sash, at 4 cte. . . .' 230 08 

400 11m. iron frames for Tentilating fines, at 4 ots 16 00 

440 lbs. iron frames and register faces for warm air floes, 

at 5 cts • 22 00 

Two flights of iron stair- ways 333 00 

405 feet of iron cornice pnt on baildiug.at $1.40....?.. 567 00 "* 

48.32 sqnares of tin roofing, at $S 389 93 

Materifu and labor putting in gas pipes and gas fixtnres, 165 00 
Water-closet pipes, hoppers and aft materials for two 

. water-closets 200 00 

Bath tabs, flxtnres, sinks, etc., for two bath rooms 250 00 

Materials and labor in patting np apparatus for steam 

heating and Tentilation 400 00 

Iron girders for arches in water-closete and bath-rooms . . 306 08 
Main steam and condensed pipes and valves and main 

pipes and valves for hot and cold water to building . . . 300 00 

Painting. 

Wood-filling and painting of entire wood-work and roof. . 400 00 

Total $18,327 49 



COHNECTINO OOBRIDOR, BaSEMEHT TJlfDEENEATH, FOB FBEBH AiE 

Plub, Stbam Wateb Pipes, conmectiito with Gehekal Hbat- 

IHO AND VeKTILATINO ApPABATCS ; 70 FEET. St/M AND EXER- 
OIBUrO BOOU ABOVE FOB SiCE. 

Mason Work. 

Bicavating 3dO yards of earth, at 30cts $75 00 

347peich of atone for foundations and basement, mason 
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Detailed Estimates poh Building AMnsEMEirr Boou. 

Mason Work, 
Three hundred and eixty-aeven yards of excaratioo for 

b&semeut and walls at 50 cts $183 oO 

Three hundred and thirtoen perch of stone, mason work, 

labor and materials for fonndation, and basement 

walls, at 83 939 00 

Two hundred and one feet of water-table, at 75 cts 150 75 

Three outside doorsills, at t6 18 00 

Twelve basement window sills, $1.40 16 80 

Fourteen upper window sills, at $3,10 89 40 

Two stone caps for pilasters, at $14 88 00 

Three iHudings, 6 ft., by 4 ft., two stepa each, with stone 

foundation 130 W 

Twelve thousand six hundred brick for paving basement. 
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work, labor and materials, at $3 

Water table, 140 feet, at 75 cts ^w l 

^4 window ailU, at $3.10 each 71 i 

10 basement window lintels, $2,10 each 21 (' 

640 feet of Qhgstiag, at 35 cts., materials and laying 210 >.'. 

36,000 brick, mason work, labor and materials, at $14, 

which includes pressed and moulded corner brick and 

the plasteriug of the flues . . .^ 504 «■ 

434 yards plastering on walls, mason work, labor and ma- 

terifda, at 33 cts 954 : 

Carpenter Work. 

900 square feet of double fiooring, inolading joists, under I 

floor and maple bard floorlug, garpenter work, labor ! 

and all materials, at 34 cts. per square foot 316 v 1 

Ceiling joists under roof, 910 feet, at 5 cts .■. . 46 J 

1 , 269 feet of roofing materials, carpenter work and labor, 
at 15 cts. per square foot 190 3^ 

10 basement windows with frames, wood-work anfl iron 
saah, at $9 90 't' 

24 windows, wood-work, sash and iron frames, all com- 
plete, at $31.50 616 M 

Four doors, casings, hanging, all complete, at $15 GOW 

Iron and Tin Ware. 

13-69 squares tin roofing, at $6 76 » 

IT? feet of cornice, at $1 177 W 

Stair-ways and landing complete 75 DO 

$4,43S 1» 

Total $22 , 765 «S 
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masou work, labor, and materials, at $10 $126 00 

3rick cisterD tn basement, 17 s 7, four feet deep, laid 

in Goment, mason work, labor and materials 130 0(L 

I>ne hundred and fortj-fivo thousaudfive hundred brick, 
mason work, labor and materials for walla -(partly 
cement), at $14 2,037 00 

fourteen thousand five hundred and twenty brick, maaoii 

work, labor and materials for flues, and for suppm-t- " 

ing the floor (partly cement), at $14 203 28 

Phree hundred and twelve yards lath and plastering ceil- 
ing, mason work, labor and materials, 36 cts 81 12 

Seven hu'ndred and thirty-eight yards plastering walls 
and pilasters, mason work, labor and materials, at 
34 ets 177 12 

One hundred and two yards plastering, mason work, 

labor and materials, ceiling of stage, at 28 cts 28 56 

ISlason work, labor and materials, setting in cement, 

twenty-six sills and windows and fitting around frames 26 00 



$4,294 53 



Carpenter Work. 

Twelve bAsement windows with frames, sash and casing, 

carpenter work, at $4 $48 00 

Fourteen windows of forty lights, frames, sash and cas- 
ing, carpenter work, at $15 210 00 

Three onteide doors, frames, casing, carpenter work, at 

$18 54 00 

Two inside doors, frames, casing, carpenter work, at $15 30 00 

Lintels for doors and windows 14 57 

"Woodbrick 8 57 

liining and casing six windows (these windows are on 

hand), 38 00 

Lamber and all materials, carpenter work, labor, etc., 

for roof 613 17 

One hundred and sixty-three feet of roof gutters 18 00 

Eighty feet of ventilating gutters 40 00 

Eighty-three feet capping and ridge ventilation 68 57 

Eighty-two feet of beams, 8 x 10, for floor rests 13 71 

Seven thousand feet fiooring joists, carpenter work and ■> 

labor " 174 99 

Three thousand five hundred and sixty-two square feet 

under flooring, carpenter work and labor 166 14 . 

Three thousand eight hundred and twenty-five square 

feet of maple flooring, carpenter work and labor 493 44 

Three thousand five hundred and sixty-two feet spruce. 

for attic floor, carpenter work and labor 146 03 

Eight thousand and sixty-nine feet of ceiling joists, car- 
penter work and labor 117 14 

Three hundred and thirty-eix feet of bridgi ng 83 94 
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Mnterul^ carpenter work And labor, fttning for wainBcot- 
ing 

Three hnndred and fifty-foar lineal feet of waiDSCoting, 
foor feet high with capping, molding aiid base 

MakiDg centres and pntting np pine beam, 8 x 10 ovar 
arch of staffe, lumber, carpenter work and materialB. . 

Two thonsand eight hnndred and eight feet of wood ceil- 
ing, tnaterialfl, carpenter work anu labor at 20 centa. . 

MaterialB and labor, bnitdiug scaffoldiog 

Chairs or moTabla seats for six hundred, and finiehing 
and fnmishing stage , 



Iron and Tin Work. 

Gas pipes fittings, ohandeliera, coTSred stage lights, labor, 
etc 

Materials and labor putting np apparatus for steam heat- 
ing andTentilation with water pipes through the build- 
ing as a protection against fire 

Iron frames for eight warm air and ten ventilating fiaea 

Eight registers for warm air fines, at $3 

Four thousand and thirty-two feet of tin roof, at $6 per 
square 

Two copper thimble tubes for condaotor pipe through 
roof 

Two hundred feet of four inch conductor pipe and over- 
flow pipe 



»1, 115,8? 



Painting. 
Paints and materials, roof, cornices, windows outside and 
register faces, and oiling and finishing in preservative, 
the entire woodwork, wainscoting, ceiling, floors, 
windows, inside doors, stage, etc, t530 W 

$9,991 ^ 



State Lunatic Astlum, I 
UncA, N. T., January 9, 1885. f 

Hon. OscAB Cbaio, 

Oommittee, etc, State Board of Charities. 
Deab Sia — In accordance with the provisions of chapter 951, 
section 7, laws, of 1867, your attention is <»lled to the incfosed Mti- 
mates for hospital for men in connection with this institution. 



vA.iOo^le 



State Boabd of Ohabities. 237 

Oarefal estimates vote made when the same matter was sabmitted 
I Your board a year ago and vere by your board approved. These 
stiznates have been gone over again and the managers believe that 
xey are as low as the vork can te possibly done in the exercise of the 
reatest economy. The managers will embody this matter in their 
QziTial report, and they respeotfally ask that your board will incor- 
ox-ate in its report to the legislature, a recommendation that the appro- 
riatiou be made by the legislatare for thf purpose mentioned. 

n?he managers also transmit a ground plan and estimates for an 
majBement room for the entertainment of patients. This is a mat- 
ar deemed by them of great importance for the treatment and cure of 
latiente. Aa members of vour board have personallj inspected the 
>osition and character of the present amusement room, the managers 
leem it unnecessary to say more than that it is in an unsafe position, 
:>eiag in the attic of the center building, requiring an ascent of &tc 
itories, which makes it practically inaccessible to the old and feeble, 
;ind that it is not a safe location as against the dangers of fire. The 
proposed room would consist of a one story building with tho walls 
eighteen feet high, above the basement, the main part or auditorium 
to be 35z80 fee^ and the stage part and necessary rooms to be 25x40 
feet ; tho building to be placed in the rear part of the quadrangle and 
in connection wiUi the rear cross-wing, so that it can be reached by 
both men and women, under cover, and will be accessible to the 
feeble, sick and old, and wil] be large euough.-as the managera be- 
lieve, to accommodate the entire household. The managers shall urge 
an appropriation for this subject upon the legislatare and they would 
aak your board, if they concur in the recommendation of the man- 
agers, to approve the project, and recommend to the legislature that 
an appropriation be made for the purpose. 

During the last visit of the asylum committee, Messrs. Craig and 
Milhau, their attention was called to the condition of the ceiling and 
joists of the center building. As then suggested, examination was 
made which shows that the lathes and most of the joists are affected 
more or less with dry rot and that the whole ceiling, with the joists, 
floor, ete., are sinking, and for safety will have to be renewed. This 
floor and ceiling was putnp6fter the fire in 1857, and almost necessar- 
ily before the walls were thoroughly dried. Asimilar condition occurred 
in the fioor above a few years ago which fell causing considerable dam- 
age, but fortunately injurins no one. Tlie whole size of the ceiling 
and floor is 120x13 feet with one projection towards the outer door 
16x16 and projections towards the three stairways. 

The managers believe it would be better economy in such a part of 
the building to make the ceiling of wood, putting in such openings 
as would secure thorough ventilation to the joists and also to the floor. 
The managers present the estimates for this work and hope that your 
board will concur in recommending an approprlatiou to be made, as 
they deem it unsafe to delay. 
At the last visit of your committee, their attention was called to the 
' Binkin? of the northwest end of the front wing, men's department. 
Careful examination by a competent arobitect diBoloses the fact that 
nearly the half of that wing has sunk and toppled from a verticalline 
northward, or to the front, about four iaches and is steadily sinking. 
The doors in that part of the building have had to be planed off three 
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timee since the Tisit of joar committee. The condition of thia wh 
excites aerione appreheDaion on the part of the managers and tk 
shall oommtiDicate the facts to the legialatare in a BiippleiiieDtujit 
port to their annual report as soon as the architect has made oat ik 
sabmitted his report. The managers Toald respectfully aak tfastim 
board wonld refer to this matter in your annnal report and recomBie. 
that such measures be taken as may be necessary to secure themts; 
of the bnilding. . . 

Very respectfally yonrs, 

P. V. KQGERS, 
Chairman Business Commiltee, Board of Managen. 



EXHIBIT No. %. 

Hudson Rivbr State Hospitai,, j 

PocGHKEEPSiBj October 4, 1884.)' 

Messrs. Chaio and Milhad, of Stale Board of Charities : 

Gentlemen — At the regular quarterly meeting held September f. 
1884, the board of managers resolved to request from the JJegisUra:! 
appropriations for "renewals, repairs and betterments" as follows: 

One drop-flne boiler and connections 44,000 ft 

Steam'heating apparatns, additions and modifications. , . . 6,000 ^ 

Outside and inside painting, etc 3,500 0' 

Extension of sewer at the nver. 1,500 (>• 

Extension of water-pipe 500. W 

New ice-honse 1 , goO t" 

Furniture for the wards 600 C 

Plumbing in defectire water-closets 2,000 * 

Totd *18,6O0 « 

BeBpectfnlly submitted, 

JOS. M. CLEAVELAND,. 

SuperintendeiU. 



EXHIBIT No. 3. 

STATE OF NEW YORK; 

WiLLABD Asylum for thb Insane, 1 
WiLLAED, Seneca Lake, January 2, 1884. J 

Hon. OscAE Craig : 

Mt Dear Sir: — In answer to yourrequestfor the reasons that hsTe 
led us to suggest additional and special provision for filthy and infirm 
patients in this asylum, I submit the following: 
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We have four hundred and sisty four (464) patientu, who from 
idvanced dementia or phjBical infirmity, or by reaaon of such causes 
rombiued are filthy in tueir habits and ignore, or are unable to attend 
o tbeir uatnral wants. Of these patieots, two baadred and twenty 
ire extreme cases and require frequent bathing and changes of cloth- 
tig, and a daily renewal of the bedding. Forty-two of this claas of 
nale patients on one department (three wards) iu the main building 
jave received during the past seven days, five hundred and thirty- two 
^53'^) separate baths and a total nnmberof two thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-sis (2996) separate pieces of clothing and bedding. 

The care and attendance giren these poor creatures from six a. h. 
to nine p. M, is as thorough and perfect as it well can be; but to give 
equally aa good care for the remaining hours of the night, with our 
present structural arrangements, would add largely to our pay-roll and 
as a consequence would increase our cost of maintenance. We have in 
operation a trial service of night attendants instituted several months 
ago. Two persons perform such a service on the third department of 
the "north wing." This department contains 100 male patients, and 
is divided into three wards. Two persons are required, as one would 
bo unable to raise patients from their beds in a proper manner. Their 
duties consist in a coutinuous round of esamination of beds, and of 
raising patients whose wants require it. When a patient is found wet 
or soiled, they cleanse him with a sponge and warm water and dry him; 
then replace all soiled with fresh and clean bedding. They attend to 
the wants of the feeble, sick and epileptic. The direct results attained 
by this service, have been a reduction in the number of patients with 
dirty habits, from forty-two to twenty-nine. The average number of times 
patients have been relieved and cleaned nightly has been ninety-four; 
using an average of 143 sheets and shirts to replace thoao soiled. The 
results that cannot be numerically stated relate to the added comfort 
of patients and the improved sanitary condition and cleanliness of the 
wards. 

A structure beat adapted for the proper care of tlte class of insane de- 
scribed, is a one story building containing large dormitories and day- 
roomg; and infirinary wards for helpless and bed-ridden patients. 

It should be one story for the reason that such patients are moved 
up and down staii:s with difficulty, and they should be placed where 
open air and sunshine are easily accessible. A second story could not 
well be used for any other classificatiDn of the insane without seriously 
interfering with the essentials of construction in the lower story. The 
dormitories should be large and be kept comfortably warm. A dormi- 
tory for 100 patients with a day-room for a like number conld be ef- 
fectnally and econpmically administered. Fonr night attendants and 
five day attendants would be a sufficient force. A like number of de- 
mented patients on small, partitioned wards now require thirteen day 
attendants. The day-room, abandoned at night and the dormitory 
during ttie day, would admit of effectual ventilation and cleansing. 
The respective rooms might be wanned while in use; open grate fires 
would add a means of ventilation as well as to the cheerful appearance 
of the rooms. There should be a common dining-room and the pa- 
tientsabould receive (Jie care of all .the day attendants during their 
meals. Ample bath-rooms and water-cloip'^s should be placed in con- 
venient relation to both day-raom and dormitory. An infirmary ward 
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BhoaldbeaDDexed or attached to each scheme described; andBhonldti' 
large enongh to aocommodate at least tea patieota. A plaQ oompii!- 
ing the above esaentials is prepared and has been presented to joo: 
board. 

It has been proposed that cheap woodeo pavilions be built Sm ij» 
class of patients in question, and for the purpose of extendiog the as;- 
lama for the chronic insane; bnt soch a step would defeat the veir ob- 
ject for which such a building should be constructed. It should U 
Duilt with a view to permanency. The appliances, accessories aoi 
care necessary to render a structure for this class of iaaaao coaveniest 
for admiDistration and comfortable, would appear nnwisely expendei 
on a building that had as its only recommendation, its cheapnes: 
with the uncertain probability of its frequent renewal. 
Very respectfully yours, 

P. If. WISE 
SupoT-iateiida^ 

!ESTIUATES FOB AUOUKT AND CoST OF MaTBEIAL WITH IjABOB, Kl 
Two DOBHITOKIEB TO ACOOUUODATB 300 PaTIBNTS. 

139,920 rough hemlock in work 125 00 per E 

17,140 rough white oak in work 45 00 perK 

50,776 matched hejnlock in work 30 00 per U. 

71,836 matched 1 J oak in work 60 00 per M. 

37,300 matched ^ pine in work. 45 00 per M. 

8,000 pine in work 50 00 per M. 

2x76 windows at 14 00 

2x18 doors at 15 00 

693,600 brick, mortar and work at 13 OOperSt 

1,756 perch stone in work at 3 00 

108 stone window silla at 2 00 each 

390 sq. alate laid at 7 00 

4,222 yards of roofing felt at 10 perii 

8,000 lbs. nails at 3 00 per'C 

4,714 yards plastering at 25 perji 

3,396 Iba. bolts and washers at 7 00 per C. 

3,888 Iba. sash weights at 2 CO per C, 

5,996 yda. excavation at 20 pervi 

Painting 1,000 00 

Total •36,372 00 



Estimates for refectory building aa per plan, $13,800. 
Estimate fob Lumbeb Sheds, axd Stobagb House foe Plas- 

TEEEES' UATEBIAL, QaBDEN AND LaWN TOOLS, BTC., ETC. 

52,50 raftera at : «25 00 per M. 

1,798 roof boards at 30 00 per St 

4300 tight fence at 30 00 per M. 

400 posts 8x8 at 25 00 per M. 

480 rails at 25 00 

420 plates at 25 00 
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sq. slate at t? 50 per aq. 

O yda. roofing felt at 10 per vd. 

5O0 tt. flooring at 30 00 per M. 

rinuningB for gates and doors, and for nails 

Total ; $800 00 

Estimate for proposed changes in present bakerr to increase dinin^- 
>oiii and kitchen accommodation is 1856. All old material nsed in 
3-oon8truction. 

SSTIHATES OF MATERIAL AND LaBOR FOR PROPOSED BAKERT. 
50 M. brick ; 64 perch stone; 436 yards plastering.; 2,358 sq. feet 
iles ; 11 bbls. Portland cement ; 5,000 feet matched hemlock ; 4,800 
eet matohed pine ; 13,000 feet rough hemlock ; 85 feet m^tal cornice 
to match other cornice) ; 10 windows , 10 window sills ; 3 doors ; 600 
rda. roofing felt ; 52 sq. slate ; 800 lbs. nails ; labor, $400. 

Total .- «3,334 00 

Estimated cost of supporting ovens on brick arches. 500 00 

Lowest proposition for ovens 900 00 

For changing roof over soiled clothes-room 200 00 

Total H934 00 



EXHIBIT No. 4. 

Ebtimatb fob Proposed Bdildinos Foe Binghamtoh Asylum 
FOR Chronic Insane. 

One-stor; brick building, total length 573 feet, to accommodate 
175 inmates. 

Total coat $41, 430. 08. 

Per capita, $236.74. 

Two-story brick building in accordance with the drawings submitted 
to accommodate 130 inmates is 30,546.73 or $334.96 per capita. 
Total length of building, 2X8 feet. 

No detailed estimate lor the one story building to accommodate 175 
patients having been submitted, the following detailed statement for 
the one-story building to accommodate 200 inmates which is the same 
price per capita, t23£74, is herewith submitted. 

Detailed Statement of the cost of a two-stort Detached 
Building fob Chkonic Insane, Binohamton, to be Built of 
Brick, to Accommodate 130 Inmates, 

Nine hundred yards excavating, at 25 cts $225 00 

Seven hundred and ninety perch of stone, at $3. S,3?0 00 

Five hundred and sixty tfaousand brick, at $13 7,380 00 

31 
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Oue hundred and ninety-six window sills, &t $2.50 %i% .> 

Fourteen door sills, at tS 113 ■.: 

Six atone pier caps, at $3 18 '■! 

Sisty two tliousand feet floor timbers, at W8 1,116 "i 

Tbirtj-five thousand feet roof timbers, at $21 733 n 

Eighteen thousand feet roof boarding, at t%0 364 ' i 

Eight thousand f e^t'partition Stndding, at $18 144 "! 

Sixteen thousand eiz hundred feet partition sheating, at 

tai 34Sm 

Twenty-four thousand feet flooring, at >60 l,44t! '-I 

Four thousand nine hundred yards plastering, at 30 cts . l,^Vl "i 

One hundred and sisty squares of slate, att7 l,12(i "i 

One hundred and ninety-eight windows complete, at 99 I,7il^' 

One hundred and twenty-nine doors, at $10 1,29* ^■ 

Nine hundred feet cornice, ?5 ote Wj ■ , 

Irou anchors W' 

Dumb waiters 

Putting up closets 

Outside stairs for hrc escapes 

Ridge ventilator ISU* 

One hundred feet of tin leader IJ " 

Painting l,8&"rt 

Plumbing, 1,520" 

Steam-heating and ventilating, without boilers. ■. . 3,1W" 

Two stair cases, at $75, 150 i' 

Veranda 510 '' 

Contingencies SOS* 

Architect and superintendent's commission, 3 per cent S'S ^' 

$30,546 :i 

The estimate for a two-story building in accordance with the ilre'- 

ings submitted, to accommodate 130 inmates, is $30,546.73 or $^'^ 
per capita. 

Detailed Estimate fok a One-Stoet Detached Buildihoi' 
Accommodate 175 Inmates, foe Binouahton Abtldm P" 
Chronic Insahe — Total Length, 573 Eeet. 

One thousand and fifty yards excavation at 25 cts $262 ^ 

Five hundred and eighty-seven thousand five hundred 

and sixty-three bricks, at $13 7,638 3^ 

One thousand four hundred and sisty perches stone 

work, at $3 i,380 «' 

One hundred and eighty-nine window sills, at $2.50. ... 4W 5" 

Sisteen door sills, at $8 12S « 

Seven thousand nine hundred and sixty-three yards 

plastering, at 30 cta %,38S » 

Ninety-six thousand two hundred and fifty feet of floor 

joist, at $18 1,732.'" 

Eighty-seven thousand five hundred feet roof timber at 

13] 1,831 5« 
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Lree hundred and fifl^-nine sqaares of slating at 17. . . $2,513 00 
rty thonaand. two bnndredandjafty.feet.roqf board8,at 

«18 724 50 

>rty-one thousand one handred and tveatyrfiTe feet 

flooring, at $60. 2,467 50 

jn work for roof, 437 50 

even thousand eight hundred and twelve feet partition 

lumber, at tl8 212 62 

le hundred and eighty-nine windows and casings com- 
plete, at «10 1 .890 00 

cie hnndred and twelve doors complete, $10 1,130 00 

□e thousand Seven hundred and fifty feet of cornice at 

seven and o'de-hall eta .;;..:;.;.■;;;;■ 131 25 

taircaae 87 50 

umb waiter 65 62 

eranda '. 4,156 25 

;idge ventilation ^ 525 00 

'ainting inside and outside 2,406 25 

lumbing 1,487 50 

team heating, without boilers ' ■ 2,625 00 

'itting up closets, pantries, etc 323 75 

leveo iron columna, at $30 210 00 

$40,223 46 
Vrcbitect's commission, 3 per cent on $40,223.40 1,206 70 

Total $41,430 16 

Cost per capita, $236.74. 

EsnHATES FOR NBW BUILDIKOS AND IHPBOTBKEHTS BBftCIEED FOR 
THE BtNGHAMTON ABTLDM FOR THE GhRONIC InSASB, AND OTHER 
MI8CBLLANE003 ITKMS. 

Vegetable cellar 30x80x10 feet high, constructed of stone 
masonry, wood structure over the same, one story high, 
with slate roof, arranged for granaries and store rooms. $2,100 00 

Horse barn and carriage house. 3,500 00 

Building a boiler house and laundry foundations con- 
atmcted of stone masonry, and moving four boilers, 
now located under a portion of the building now occu- 
pied by patients; walls of the superstructure to be of 

brick and to have slate roof 6,000 00 

Portho erection of anew gas-house and putting in a plant 
for the manufacture of light necessary forWie artificial 

illumination of the asylum buildings 8,000 00 

Building smoke house 250 00 

Two boilers for heating new building '... 3,000 00 

Farm and Garden Use. 

One lumber w^on v 100 00 

Two sets farm harness ,..-. 100 00 
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One mowing machine UO 

One grain reaper W 

Apple and pear trees. SW 

Small fruits 155 



Laundry Machinery. 
Two wooden washing machines (all set ap). . . , 
One mangle 



JIfisetllaneous. 

One safe or vanlt taW 

General famishing in main building and small building 

now occupied 3,0W ^ 

Fnroishing cottage bQilding(forwhioh. appropriation for 

bnilding is desired) 6,0M' 

For paving anb-basenient sirdnct of eastern extensiOD 

and detached bailding with brick 1|<W 

Medical books and snrgical instruments ^'' 

Carpenter's tools 1* 

Plumbing and steam-fitting tools l"* " 

One engine to be used in laundry and to be connected 

with cisterns for fire purposes 

Total «35,2W« 
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REPORT. 



To the Slate Board of Chanties. 

The Standing Committee on the Blind respectfnlly snbmits the 
following report: 

Thb Nbw York State Institdtion foe the Blind, Batayia. 
Visited June 10, and Uotober 14, 1884. 

Superintendent, Abthor G. Clement. 

As stated b^ joar committee in its report of 1883, the New Tork 
State Institution for the Blind was closed Oct SI, 1883, because. of 
casesof malignantdiphtheriaamongtbepopils. An examination of the 

? remises proved that the disease was the result of defective drainage. 
'he water in the well was impure, the drains imperfect, and poisonous 
gaseB escaped iuto the rooms. Five of the six pupils attacked with 
diphtheritidied. Upon the development of the fatal character of the 
disease, the school was promptly closed. The condition of the well and 
the imperfect eanitary arrangements were jiointed ont by the execu- 
tive committee of the State Boai-ti of Charities, in the special rtSJiort of 
1877, relating to the affairs of this iustitutiou. 

fiepairs to the drains within the institution were made tinder the 
direction of the trustees, as advised by the State Board of Health, and 
were completed at an expense of ♦*j,300, by Feb. 1, 1884, on whibh 
date the school was reopened for the reception of pupils. During the 
past summer the drainfl outside of the bmlding were all taken up, and 
relaid with vitriSed tile bo the open pool in the lot, in which aanesas 
Well as sewage were deposited. This pool drained into a walled pool, 
thence into an c^n ditch that terminated in a pond twelve feet in 
width. The condition of this nncoveredpoml, within a shortdistenoe 
of the institution, was at the iime of inspection enoh as eventually to 
render a near residence unhealthful. ^ov; SOtb, your committee re- 
. ceivedfrom the' iostitntioD the folloffing information: "The nuisance 
intheformof stagnant waters where the sewage empties has been 
rsmored. We think we have solved the sewage question for the insti- 
tution.'' , .1 , . 

The<watar in the well has been examined and condemned as unfit 
for drinking or cooking pnrpoBeB,but it is used for scrnbbing and wash- 
ing. Good water is now brongbt in barrels from the lower part of the 
grounds, and will probably, in time, be foi-ced through pipes to the 
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institatioD. NeceBSary repairs to the baildings during the past year 
hare been made, the most conspionoug and pleasing of which are the 
good stone steps placed at the entranco. The now laundry is now occa- 
pied and tlie rooms formerly in ase are vacant. 

Oct. 14, 1884, 144 pnpila were registered of whom Beveaty-fonrwere 
girls, and eight were adults admitted to learn the trade of birocm 
making. 

In 1884, t6,31?.16 were appropriated by the LegiBlatnre for replnmb- 
ing, t3,000 for improvement in sewerage, tl,800 for additional watn 
BUpply, and $30,000 for ordinary repairs and maintenance. 

The superintendent, matron and staff of instrnctora were the 
same as last year. The three departments of the graded school wers 
then fully reported, since which time there has been no materiii 
change in them, yet a very general improYcment was manifest. 

More attention than formerly is given to out-door exercises, and it li 
said that in suitable weather, pupils are required to go out daily oa 
the gronndsto walk three-quarters of an hour each. There is do 
gymoasiam. Increased attention is given to teaching by Kiadergai:- 
ten methods. 

With the exception of the outside drainage the institutioa was in 
good condition. The dormitories were well ordered. New study ot 
work table's, placed in each, add much to the comfort of those whu 
study or work in their sleeping apartments. 

The proportion of the congressional fund allotted to this institntioEi 
was received in books or maps, and nearly all of the books were in 
point print. 

Fifteen of the pupils were in the broom class, eight at work and 
twenty in the training class. There has been no change in the ruin 
and regulations. Your committee, therefore, repeats tne suggestioa 
made in its report of 1883, that "section 11 of an Act to define tbe 
Objects of the Institution, and to Provide for its Managemeut, passed 
April 34, 1867, be amended so that the instnictors and other sabordi- 
nate officers shall be appointed by the trustees on the nomination of 
the superintendenti." 

The New Yoek Ihstitution for the Blind, New York. 

Visited June 3, and October 87, 1884. 

Superinleadent, Wm. B. Wait. 

Since the report of the Committee on the Blind in 1883, there has 
been no material change to note either in the supervision and manage- 
ment, or in the general arrangements for the welfare of the inmates of 
the New York Institntion for the Blind. Qreat advantage accrnes to 
the pnpils of this institntion, becan8e,from the character of its founda- 
tion, desirable methods can be adopted without delay, and neccsearr 
appropriations are not long withheld. The superintendent is helJ 
responsible for the good administration of its affairs, and to him U 
delegated the requisite authority to cohdoot the work as was intended 
by ita philanthropic founders, by providing the best known idds tothe 
unseeing pupil, whose educational progress is in proportion to hisnaU 
ural ability. 

As the most important features in the conduct of the institation 
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have been frequently reported by yonr committee, the present brief 
mentioD of facta and methodB maet necesBaril; be somewhat a repeti- 
tion of former statemeuts. 

October 37, 1884, twenty-eight of the 227 resident pupils were from 
New Jersey, and 199 from the State of Ifew York, for whose snpport 
and inetmotion while in the institntion, the Legislatnre of 1884 appro- 
priated J50,000, or at the rate of $250 per anDnin for each. 

The buildings are wisely plaanedand welt constructed, and the school 
is BogOTemedaspi'actioally to provide separate departments for boys and 
girls, outside of the class and dining-rooms. This separation is said to 
be more rigidly euforced, as its vast importance becomes year by year 
more evident 

Boys are instructed in mattress making, piano tuning and cane 
seating. The making of mattresses is custom work, and inBtniction 
therein, although limited, is conducted in a business way, and nearly 
or quite pays expenses. Goods are called for and returned. It is said 
that good work is done and that, as satisfaction is given, the custom 
is regular. la the class work-rooms for girls, the making of Smyrna 
mate has been introduced this year, while an American flag, Turkish 
rags and a crazy quilt of cambric, made last term, prove that the un- 
seeing are not restricted to any one handicraft la these work-rooms 
your committee was informed that although the pupils are insttnc- 
ted to do a variety of fanoy work, the industry that affords the most 
useful and continued employment to the individual is not neglected, 
as it is said that instrnction is given to all in the use of the needle and 
the sewing machine. Bead work is tanght for the purpose of educat* ^ 
ing the sense of touch, and everything is taught in the class work- 
rooms that the pupils can or wilt learn to do. The classification is 
Buch as the beat interests of the pupils require, and association with 
the unworthy is prevented. It is stated that each applicant for ad- 
mission to the school is seen and examined by the superintendent, 
whose decision has not, as yet, in any case been reversed. 

Education continues, as heretofore, in the three departments of lit- 
erature, music and handicraft. The younger pupils are instructed by 
Kindergarten methods. Object teaching affords a perfect illustration 
where words fail to convey the proper meaning. All study music, and 
in this department great success has been attained. 

Forty pnpils do more or less tutoring daily, in which practical work 
they are drilled by competent teachers and the future instructor is 
prepared for the work by being under instruction while teaching 
others. 

The moral training and lessons in behavior are continued as hereto- 
fore, and merit commendation. 

On each day of inspection, the institution in all its parts seemed in 
a good, orderly and healthful condition. 

Conclusion. 
In conclusion, your committee desires to state that, in its opinion, 
the best interests of the blind would be advanced by their instruction 
in a greater variety of trades. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

SARAH M. CARPENTER, 
December 17, 1884. Committee on Blind. 
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To the Slate Board of Charities : 

The six instltntdoDB, which it ia the especial dot; of yonr committee 
on reformatories to visit and inspect aDDoally, have all been visited 
doiinc; the year covered b; this report, and as is the custom of this 
Board, without previous notice. Viz.: 

(1.) The State Beformatory at Elmira. Visited by Commissioner 
Stewart, October S2, and by Gommisdoner Deverenz, Ifovember 13, 
1881. 

(3.) The Hoase of Befuge on fiandall's Island, N'ew York. Vis- 
ited by Commissioner Stewart, Jannarv 5, 1885. 

(3.) The Western House of Refuge at Rochester. Visited by 
Commissioners Stewart and Craig, Aogost 18, 1884. 

(4.) The New York Juvenfle Asylnm. Visited by your fnll 
committee on June 13, 1884, and by Commissioner Stewart of your 
committee, and Commissioner Milhau, January 7, 1885. 

(5.) The Catholic Protectory at Westchester, New York. Visited 
by Commissioner Stewart, January 10, 1885. 

(6.) The Catholio Protectory at Buffalo. Visited by Commis- 
sioner Stewart, August 17, 1884. 

Your committee desires here to express itsprofoundgrief at the loss, 
by death, of Commissioner Devereux, who had for some years visited 
the different reformatories of the State with his colleagnes. The 
death of JUr. Devereus and the serious illness of another commisBiouer 
have embarrassed year committee, and caused its vieits to several of 
the institutions above referred to, to fall within another calendar year, - 
alljiough technically within the year covered by the report of the 
State Board of Chanties to the Legislature. 

(1.)StAT£ B£SOBHAT0aT, AT ELHIBA. 

Visited by Commissioner Stewart, October 22, and by Commis- 
' sioaer Devereux, November 13, 1884. 

The halls, grounds and shops of the prison were carefully inspected 
and found to be in perfect order. The men were seen at work, in thfr 
shops, and at dinner, and appeared in good health and contented. 
None were in the hospitaL 

For further information on the subject of this institution, your 
committee begs leave to refer to its last year's report, which was both 
lengthy and detailed. 

Since the visits above referred to, and on December, 1884, the 
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work saops ware oarned. This baa caused gre^ incoDvenieoce to tfei 
officers of the institntioa, and is harmfol to the priaoaers. Tti; 
approval of yoar committee has been asked to oertaiu plans and apeci- 
ficatiODB for the erection of new shops. These hare been sabmitted. 
and are now before the board. Your committee 'belient 
that the baildings are suitable for the parposes for which thej 
are intended, and that if completed within the specificatioas, they wii; 
be reasonable in coat ; and therefore recommenda the board to approve 
the application of the State Reformatory for an appropriation for 
these buildings in the amount asked for, t^l,904.M. 

There is also a need in the institution for additional hospital accom- 
modation. Plans and specificatioDB in dae form hare been presentedto 
your committee for alterations to the attic of one of the pavilion], 
which will be iaezpenaive and will give snitable accommodation lor 
present needs. Your committee recommends that the board appror; 
the application of the State Reformatory for (975, for additfon^ 
hospital accommodation, in the usual form adopted by the boanL 

At the time of your committee's Tistt, the institutioa was greatlj 
crowded. It accommodates comfortably 500 prisoners and on October 
22 last, contained 596. To meet thia pressure from the ontside, it irill 
be neceaaary either to enlarge the reformatory, which your commits 
opposea on the ground that it already provides for as many 
men as can be reached by the personal and paternal inflaencea of ao'^ 
superintendent, or else provision must be made for the over-pJns, bva 
slight modification of the prison system of the State, which will admi: 
the most incorrigible of the class now sent to Elmira or elsewbeiv. 
This your committee believes would be the wiser coarse, and to thi; 
end an interview has been sought with the Superintendent of StsE 
PriaoQS, to ascertain his views on the subject, and to endeavor to obtain 
his co-operation. It is with regret that your committee is obliged to 
present its report to the board withontnaving been able to see th 
superintendent, who is absent from the capitoJ. Believing that tiiu 
subject is of great importance to the State, your committee asks leave, 
if need be, to present a supplemental report at a future day, on tiie 
subject of the enlargement of the State Reformatory at Eimira. 

In this connection, it is thought that astetementmade by the super- 
intendent of theReformatory toyour committee on the occasion of one 
of the visite above referred-to, will prove of valae and throw light on 
the subject. It has been submitted to him for correction, and is here 
inserted. 

" The first great necessity here is for more rooms or cella. We have 
now 596 men, with accommodations intended for about 500. We coqM 
take care of 600 men, and perhaps a few more, by doubling two or 
more in a cell, which is alwaya objectionable — and objectionable even 
as we do it, with the very greatest care in selecting the men that arc 
to room together. There are only fifty-six rooms that are susceptible 
of being doubled, and when you get two men in some rooms, they be- 
come cells instead of rooms. , 

" Having stated the necessity, now the question recurs whether a prison 
should contain more than about 600 prisoners. I hold that about SCO i» 
the true maximum for a reformatoiy prison, thoroughly worked asa re- 
formatory prison must be to acquire practical reaulta. It is possible to 
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extend tliia 100 or 150 or 300 men; I conld take care of perhaps more 
men tbaa one who had not been accnatomed all his life to the remem- 



beringwid manipnlation of men oC this class; but the true n 
is 500. The question is whether ve should extend this and probably 
detract from the practical reaulta to be wrought, or whether tne State 
will undertake to build another — which seema to be unneceassry, 
because there are cells enongh now for the prisou population — or re- 
organize one of the other prisons, not to make it a duplicate of this, 
bnt by withdrawing from that prison the worst men, who am ap- 
parently the most incorrigible, and leaving there the better class, en- 
able softening of the discipline and the introduction of training in 
trades, etc., — whether the State should not do that, aud thussarethe 
expense of an additional reformatory or the enlargement of this, and 
take an initiatory step for the improvement of the prison system. 
That is what I would advocate. We have the power of weeding out 
the most incorrigible cases and sending them to prison, bnt we are 
reluctant to tranfier now.' 

"For me to recommend the re-organization of the prison system of 
the State to meet my particular views and mj hobby, seetna hardly 
proper when we have a superintendent of priaona, and others, who ai-e 
in charge of these institutions, and yet I venture to say, from the stand- 
point I do occupy, that that is the thing for the State to do. Take 
the Auburn prison, perhaps, and modify the discipline, then we could 
remove a pretty large proportion of our third grade men and perhaps 
let up our discipline somewhat, which is now necessarily very close, 
mainly because there are comparatively a few men who necessitate it. 
That IS the question that ought to be considered this year by the gov- 
ernment, whether we will enlarge this reformatory or build another, 
or undertake such are-organizationof our prison system, as will enable 
the transfer of the apparently incorrigible from this establishment to 
another more suitable for them." 

" Q. How do you account for the increase in population since last 
year ? 

"A. There has been a steady annual increase in population of the re- 
formatory from the day of its inception, which ia partially attributable 
to the habit of th4 courts. When we first opened, they did not know 
about the reformatoty, they were accustomed to sending prisoners to 
the State prisons, and this being a new thing, they did not quite nnder- 
stand it ; and there is a natural hesitation to do a new thing ; but now 
we have become known, and one judge after another initiated the 
practice of sending prisoners here. The educational work here, and 
some results that nave been made apparent, have been brought to the 
notice of the public, so that the relatives and friends of young men, 
not habitoally criminal, hare brought their influence to bear upon the 
courts to have them sent here. Tne increase haa not been especially 
noticeable this last year. Last year wo had 507, and now we have an 
increase of abont ninety. Then the stringency in monetary aSaira and 
the difficulty in getting work bas alao some thing to do with the in- 
crease. It IS observed in a condition of depression that the criminal 
papulation of our prisons increase. It is the condition of helpful 
indastrial activity that gives us a minimum of crime. 

"We shall probably present to the Legislature, in oar report this 
year, the necessity for more room or the removal of some of our prison- 



ed By GoOgi,e 



256 Annual Repoet op the 

era; and prociacly what the managers vill recommend, I amBDreldi 
not know. I hare stated the three alternatives, and ic seemE 
there are only three. 

" The following contracts are now existing : We have a contract thii 
has two years to run, for the mannfacture of hollow ware, when ILe 
men have fifty-six cents a day, and work eight hours. On thab con- 
tract 205 men areemployed. On the shoe contract, also twoyean 
ran, then are 125 mea employed, at the same price and the eu 
number of hours. On the broom contract there -are about fifty mee 
employed, and that expires on the first of December next. Then tiiat 
are about sixty men employed on public account, at tlie manaEutnR 
of brashes ; and the balance of the prison population arc eugagcdii 
farm and domestic vork, repairs, etc. That^owsthepresentenga^ 
ment of the prison population in its industries. We bare overlOOnM 
practically now — on the first of December — for whoee emplovmen- 
we must look out. Wo have been in correspondence with tnc At- 
torney-General, who has decided that we may go on for reformatio^ 
ends, and employ these priaonerson public acconnt, which is whal' 
have always wanted. I class the 'piece plan' as a public accocm 
plan ; it is so classed in Germany, but in this country it is classed^ 
contract. 

" The first necessity is as I have already stated, if things are leflu 
they are, to liave an enlargement. 

"The next thing we want is the hospital, which we asked fofla: 
year, and you recommended, but which we did not get. We propcec 
to have that on the upper floor of the nortli-west pavilion, uHl 
think t5,000 or t6,000 would fix it up. If the prison is to be enlsEge^ 
soon, possibly a smaller expenditure might be maile for a tentativ< 
hospital arrangement. 

" Prisoners must labor at mechanical work, and the argument foi 
that need not be given. Then the only question is how shall thejlif 
employed ; whether by the contract system, on public account plan,<i' 
by some other plan. Wehave canvassed that very thoroughly — sttiK 
National Prison Association meetings — and it was brought np f' 
Saratoga ; the piece system was favored for reformtttion. flie publi^ 
account plan is impracticable because it requires such a largo ontiajo' 
capital. It would i-equire, for general manufacturing business, em- 
ploying 3,000 prisoners, in the State of New York, $3,000,000, snJ 
whatever the arguments of people in favor of the public account plan- 
that fact precludes it for the State of New York. They have nevet 
been satisfied with the attempts to employ prisoners ou tho pubho a^ 
count plan in this State. The plan is in operation in Cleveland iotlie 
House of Correction; I operated it for years in a Detroit HofW"' 
Correction with very satiafactory results. In some prisons it is bii<:' 
cessful and in others it is not 

" Now, there comes in this intermediary plan, which is knownMth* 
'piece price plan,' which is simply the introduction into prison, ff 
the employment of prisoners, the system tliat is in operation bo^ 15 
most all the great factories in the countrv. The operative takes bis 
dinner-pail in the morning, goes to the factory of Bis employer, anJ 
nsea his employer's tools, or his own, and works upon tho material <•' 
his employer — works by the piece. Now, we propose that the opera- 
tive shall remain here ; that tne manufacturer shall bring in his m^ 
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erial and tools, and onp men shall work for him precisely aa the citi- 
en works for him in his factory, he paying us for the labor in- 
tead of the prisoner. There is a fundamental difference. As 
/as stated in an English journal, any system of industry by 
which thelaboreraellshistime, has in it an element of slavery; whereas, 
. system of industry where a man controls his own time and is paid 
or what he does, more or less, by the piece or process, leaves him free - 
o do or not to do, as may please him. That fundamental difference: 
fill relieve us of some of tne objectionable elements of the contract 
jstem. We are paid for the work actually performed by the prisoner ; 
ve take him into a kind of co-partnership, instead of his laboring 
inder compnlsion, as must be nude r the eontrat system, unless the 
lontractor pays him for oyer-work, which usaally exerts a pernicious 
nfiueuce, which leads to a system o£ bribery. Instead of that, we 
,ake the prisoner into our partnership, and say : 'When you have 
earned your keep, then the rest belongs to you ; we will work to- 
gether.' 

" What I should propose todo here, if we adopted the piece system, 
ivonld be to put every prisoner, when he comes into the prison, on a 
sasis analogous to that m which he was born. He comes here naked 
ind hungry and has no resources ; we treat him as a pauper and 
sharge him for what he needs until he can earn it ; and when he has 
earned enough to pay back that and pay the current cost of his keep, 
then he earns for himself. Under our system of indeterminate sen- 
tence, we would disburse his money for him, as a father would for a 
son; we are his guardians and he is oar ward. Under that system we 
are able to develop hia ability to earn voluntarily ; that is under the 
motives that nsually operate npon the citizen outside. If he is indo- 
lent and shiftless, he fails to earn, and^the consequences are a diminu- 
tion; and if that should be carried out so lar as to produce disorder in 
the prison community, then we would bring to bear upon him some 
sort of compulsion. 

" The moment a man gets some thing to his credit, yon may insti- 
tute a system of fines. Suppose he cuts up a pair of shoes or destroys 
a tool in anger ; those things are now treated from the stand-point of 
prison discipline ; then we would say, ' all right, we charge it to you, 
you pay for it,' as long as he has any thing to his credit, and he will 
soon learn the natural consequences of carelessness, idleness aud extrav- 
agance. I think this is a very essential feature in reformatory work in 
prisons." 

(2) HoDBE OF Eefuqk, Bandauj's Island. 
Visited by CommiBaiooer Stewart, January 5, 1885. 

Capacity (inmates), 943: Census Dec. 31, 1884; officers, teachers and 
employes, all paid, 72; inmates, boys, 653; girls, 109, total, 761. 

.All the inmates of the House of Refuge are committed by magis* 
trates; none are intrusted. , 

Your committee at its visit last year made a very thorough inspec- 
tion and subsequently a very full report upon the condition of this 
institution, and in it attention was invited to a few points and recom- 
niendations made as follows: 

The first was "That the cells in general use be removed and open dor- 
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mitories constrncted ; or as an alternative that the iron doors mi Eta 
masoury be taken out and the cells thus made alcoves; thatafewcelli 
only for either sex be retained, as at present for the moredifficnl: 
cases. " 

Since this recommendation was made, no change haa been effeotd i 
the sleeping accommodations for the inmates. As n rule, both boys 
and girls, many of them of tender years and innocent of all crime, aiil! 
occupy cells, the doors of which are locked by the keeper at night mi 
unlocked in the morning. Yourcommittee desirea emphaticillrl" 
reiterate its recommendation of last year in relation to thieSi!'. 
point. ..*• 

The second recommendation made was, that suitable play-rooms bt 
provided for the inmates of either sex, separate from the bath-roomi 

In relation to this point your committee is able to report thstwiw 
progress has been made, as shown by the report of the Buperintendec: 
for 1884, in which he says: 

" I recommend the erection of proper play-rooms for ase in indfr 
ment weather, and the remodellingoi the pi'csent bath-rooms to kcqr 
better facilities for washing of face and hands * * *■" 

It is to be hoped that this recommendation of the saperinfendeii'. 
added to the recommendation of the State Board of Charities, wil!3i> 
complish the desired result during the current year. 

The third recommendation was, that the closets GhonM be renoTiifi 
and connected with the buildings by covered passages. 

In relation to this recommendation, your committee is able againti 
report progress, as the snperintendent in his report says: " I recooi- 
mend for the consideration of the board, the construction o( iie> 
water-closets for the male and female departments." 

Your committee hopes that these closets when constrncted {»s tb^! 
should be immediately), will be properly heated and counectedwiti 
the buildings, that they may be acoessiijle in stormy weather. 

The fourth recommendation was, "that the administration oEco'- 
poral punishment shonid be only by the Buperintendeiit, or bji^' 
matron, or in their presence and under their direction, and thftt the 
number of snch punishments, can and should be greatly reduced." 

Your committee made a very careful inquiry into the whole Bvhif' 
of corporal punishment, and examined the records of the same, ^^^ 
are well and carefully kept in both departments of the institutioOfi^ 
book form under printed headings, and have been so kept for sever* 
years. In the boolt of records of punishments in the boys' departmeni 
there are ruled lines for records of punishment by the superintendent, 
first assistant superintendent, second assistant superintendent, prjn^'' 
pal and vice-principal. Thus it will be seen that five ofdcers dirii" 
between them the administration of corporal pnnishment to thebo}^ 
The records show, however, that as a matter of fact, it is the firstas^i^ 
tant superintendent who mainly administers it. The entries flh«* 
an encouraging diminution in the.number of corporal punishinen* 
For example : in December of 1881, the record shows, in rouns 
numbers, 300 punishments of boys, and in the corresponding monts 
of 1883, 1883 and 1884, 210, 120 and 180. Tour committee /f^ 
that the possible minimum has not yet been reached as the figni* 
for this month would seem to show, and repeats its recommend8lio|'- 
that the administration of corporal punishment should be left enti^'J 
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to the Buperintendent or matron, or Id their presence and under their 
direction. 

The fifth recommendatioQ in the last report of this committee to 
your hoard was, that a system of rewai'ds he inaugnrated, calculated to 
stimulate the ambition of the children. * 

In relation to this point, your committee obtained no new informa- 
tion, except that at the end of the year the records of the children are 
"levelled up" and all begin the new year with the encouragement 
which a clear record shonld giyo them. This your committee thinks 
is a wise and kindly rule. 

The sixth recomiriendation of your committee laatyear was, 'fthat 
the contract system for the boys be abolished and u compreiienaive 
system of trades be substituted therefor." 

Your committee desires again to reiterato this recommendation. - 
From the present chaotic condition of the contract system in this 
State, your committee hopes that an enlightened plan may soon be 
evolved, which will allow this recommendation to be carried out in the 
Hoases of Refuge and kindred institutions in this State. 

Your committee visited the institntion in the dfternoon and pro- 
ceeded to the school-rooms, where at that hour all the children were 
engaged in stndy. The principal of the school explained the system 
of education, which seems to be identical with the one obtaining in 
the common schools in this State. The instruction consists chie%of 
reading, writing, arithmetic, map drawing, geography and singing. 
Many of the inmates seem to have attained a very creditable degree of 
proficiency in these studies. Toward the end of the evening some 
very good vocal music was given by 300 boys of one of the divi- 
sions. 

The children looked healthy and neat, eyes bright and heads clean, 
with rare exceptions. The halls and dormitories were carefully inspec- 
ted and found in very good order. The beds with clean and abund- 
ent covering, 

(3) Western House op Refuge, Rochester. 
Visited by Commissioners Stewart and Craig, August 18, 1881. 

Capacity, 8S0; officers and employes (all paid), 54. Inmates: Boys, 
403 ; girls, 89 ; total, 498. 

Yohr committee made a very thorough examination of the grounds 
and buildings of the institntion, and found them in a condition of 
order and cleanliness which left nothing to be desired. In many, if 
not in every respect, the Western House of Refuge is better appointed 
and equipped, and a more comfortable home for juvenile delinquents, 
than any of the other four institutions of its class in the State. 

The officers complain that the recent investigations by the legisla- 
ture and its'own board of managers, have prejudiced the pnblic mind 
against the institution, and greatly reduced the number of commit- 
ments, so that now there is much room to spare. 

Your committee feels that some very good results have followed the 
recent investigations of the Western Honse of Refuge, and that the 
administration of corporal punishment, the abnse of which had been 
charged, is now guarded by safe and necessary checks. 

The inmates were healthy, well clothed, well fed and housed, and 
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appeared to- be contented. The hours allotted to work, study ac 
rest are reasonable. 

Your committee was informed that iegielative appropriations wou! 
be asked for sundry buildings and purposes other tban ordinary, bu: 
as no plans or specifications covering these have been'submitted to it- 
committee or to the State Board of Charities for approval, it lias a: 
report to make thereupon. 

In conclusion, your committee desires to commend the Weala^ 
House of Refuge and its management, to the confidence of the peopit 
of this State, aud is of the opinion that magisp-ates in the seven 
counties constituting the district of tlie House of Refuge need have a; 
hesitation in committing children to its care. 

The stenographer's notes which were taken at the iDStitutioaaR 
' inserted in full below, as it is believed that a perusal of them TiI 
serve to relieve the public mind. The notes are in the langius 
of the stenographer, but &a to Ntatements of facts, they are subsUit- 
tially correct. 



{Slenographer's Notes. ) 
Western House op Repuqb, KooHESTSfi, N. Y,, inousT IS, 188t 

In the absence of the Superintendent, Levi S. Fulton, Assiatu'. 
Superintendent 8. P. Moulthrop escorted the committee through tbj 
bniidiug. 

The grounds belonging to the institution contain forty-two acres, 
thirteen and one-half of which are surrounded by walls twenty-t<ra 
feet in height, within which are the buildings of the institution. The 
male is divided from the female department by means of a high walL 
and the door leading from one yard to the other is always locked. 
The buildings and grounds were in excellent condition. The farm 
supplies the whole institution with vegetables the year round. TIk 
buildings are well protected in case of fire, and staircases lead from 
different corridors to the fire escapes. The boys occupy the center 
building, and the girls occupy two detached buildings within the walli 
A third building is on the grounds, but this has not yet been put tg 
use on account of lack of fiinda to put in the ateam fixtures. 

Malb Depabtmbnt. 

On the day of visitation, tliere were 432 boys in the institution, 
divided into two divisions, the smaller boys composing the first auj 
the larger the second division. Gray uniforms are worn, which were 
in good condition. The boys generally appeared clean and healtbj, 
and everything would go to show that they are well taken care of. 

The yard is in excellent condition, and has a covering of six inches 
of cinders well packed, which makes a level and even floor. Here thfl 
boys are allowed to play ball, (occasionally with outside clubs), mai- 
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•lea, etc. The epace is very large, which gives the boys plenty of room 
or all kinds of sports. 

The rooms and halls in the building are scrubbed and cleaned by 
he iamates, and neatness was everywhere apparent. Even the wasb- 
Qg for the male department, including the washing of the officers, is- 
tone by the boys, and the samples shown were very creditable. 

The first room visited was the chapel. This is a large room, nicely 
itted up, and the arrangements are such that Protestant and Catholic 
ervices are held in the same room at different hours of tAe day. By 
[rawing aside a curtain on the altar, the arrangements are completed 
or Catholic service. 'The boys occupy the auditorium, while the gallery 
s exclusively fbr the girls. 

There are two large dormitories in the building, one for each divis- 
on. In each, on the sides, are three tiers of smalt rooms or cells, 
;ach having a window leading into the open air. Each room contained 
m iron bedstead supplied with a straw mattress, two sheets, blanket 
and colored spread. Each boy is also supplied with a wooden chair 
in his room. The doors are of iron grating, thus affordiug good 
ventilation and light. At the end of each tier is a brake which locks 
or onlocks the whole row of rooms at once. The dormitories are 
arranged so that one is at right angles with the end of the other. They 
are not crowded, as there are accommodations for 600 in the two rooms. 
Whatare called "dark cells" were examined and found to be the 
ordinary cell with the door and windowboardedup, but the hoard over 
the window had holes bored through it at intervals for light and ven- 
tilation. These boards have now been removed. There are six of these 
dark celts, andonty one has been used since last December, and this was 
when one boy tried to escape. He was placed in one ol these cells 
from Tuesday until Thursday, when he was taken to Buffalo where 
he was indicted for burglary; this was in May. lu the ceoterof these 
dormitories are three circular steam heaters ; these make the rooms 
comfortable in winter. 

The assistant superintendent was here interrogated by Commissioner 
Craig as follows: 

Q. " Please explain your system of corporal punishment ? A. AH 
cases of corporal punishment must be reported in writing on the book 
provided for. that purpose, and an investigation made of those charges, 
and the punishment, if any, inflicted by the superintendent, or since 
the 15th of June, by the assistant superintendent. 

Q. Since the investigation by the legislative ccmmittee, were there 
any corporal punishments inflictedTjy any one except the superintend- 
ent or in his presence? A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. How long have you been assistant superintendent ? A. Since 
January 5, 1884. 

Q. What means have you taken to ascertain ? A. 1 have been 
through the institution, in each department, from one to four times 
a day, 

Q. At stated hours? A. No, sir; at irregular hours — sometimes 
even more than that. 

Q. Is there any opportunity given the boys to make complaints to 
yon or the superintendent without having it known to the overseer ? 
A. Yes, sir ; the boys can make complaints to me at any time, where- 
everlam, that is understood among the boys; complaints are made 
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center aUle aad from there took their seats at the tables, at the snap- 
ping of the officer's fingers. At.a given signal the names of the ab- 
sentees were reported bj the boys next to the vacant chair. Prayer is 
offered before meals. The tables are arranged in two rows and are 
covered with white table-cloths. On this occasion these were soiled 
on manyof the tables. The dinner consisted of soup, meat, bread and 
water. Each boy is allowed a pint of millc a ihiy. Crockery and 
glasses are used on all the tansies. Boys are detailed to wait on the 
tables, and the eating is not commenced until all are served. The 
room is large, neatly arranged, light and well ventilated. 

In the dining-room for the first division or smaller boys were the 
same arrangements. The table-cloths here were also soiled, and it was 
noticed that the food was unequally divided, some having much and 
others little. This, we are informed, was the fault of the waiters, and 
waa remedied. The assistant superintendent stated that the boys 
could call for more food and it was always given them. This room 
waa not as crowded as the other. In this division there were 174 boys. 
The snapping of the fingers is used as a means of command. The 
assistant superintendent was quite familar with the buys and was able 
to call most of thorn by name. 

The assistant superintendent here stated that since the by-laws were 
amended no boy lisis been punished on the bare skin. 
The superintendent here arrived and accompanied na. 
The next place visited was the hospital, which ia about twenty-five 
feet square and contained eleven iron cots. Three patients were in 
bed and a number were sitting in chairs. Thepatients are supplied 
with books and games to amuse themselves. The room waa in good 
order, light and well ventilated. The medicine case is In a small ro^m 
opening into the hospital and is nioely kept. 

Feualb Depabtment. 

The female department is under the charge of the matron, Mrs. M. 
K. Boyd, who, with the superintendent, escorted us through the build- 
ings. 

The girls are in two detached buildings connected by means of a 
covered passage ; one is for the larger and the other for the smaller 
girls. On the day of visitation there were only eighty-nine girls in 
the institution, although the buildings can easily accommodate 175. 
A wooden fence divides the yard bo ^at the two buildings each have 
a separate playground. 

The building for the smaller girls was first examined. In this 
division there were twenty-five girls. The house-keeping was excel- 
lent in every respect, which fnlly showed efficiency of the matron. 

The kitchen was supplied with the usual appliances, was neat and 
itt good order. Some of the girls were here at work. 

In the dining-room was observed the neatness of every thing. The 
tabieelotha were clean, and the general appearance excbllent. 

The wash room waa well kept. Five marble top basins were in the 
room, and towels were on racks above them. Looking glasses were 
also supplied. 

There are two bath rooms in this building, in each of which were 
eight small rooniB partitioned off one from the other. These are sup- 
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plied with s stAtionarj bath tub. Each girl bos her own towel, an: 
the water is changed for each. 

The play room 18 about thirty by thirty-fiyo feet and is light a^ 
airy. Benches are arranged along the eides, and on two ttibtes nert ^ 
number of dumb-bells for the use of the girls. The girls were vC 
dressed and appeared ha^py. 

When the neat condition of the bath tubs was spoken of, the enner- 
intendeut stated that be intends to lay a proposition before the baildb: 
committee to have thirty-two individual bath rooms built ofi from tbt 
shops in the male department, and if this were accomplished all tbv 
boys could have private baths in separate water in one day. He also 
stated that this would more than likely be arranged by next falL 

The sewing room contains one machine and a number of chairs for 
the nse of those employed in the room. The room was cleau and w^ 
ventilated. 

The matron was here questioned as follows : 

By Commissioner Stewart : 

Q. " How many girls are old enough to work? A. All except onr 
smallest girl, and occasionally we make her useful by letting her aei i 



Q. How about sewing? A. They are all tangbt sewing. 

Q. Have you any trades or industries taught here ? A, No ; n 
have the work of the house to do and the sewing of the male depart- 
ment, except the making of the coats and pants. The shirts are mait 
and the mending is done here. They have knit under clothing, bni 
that is not done nere. 

Q. Is there enongb to keep all the girls busy ? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many hours of schooling do the girls have ? A. Abont 
three — every girl studies. The youngest girl is seven, and a few here 
are eighteen or nineteen. They come when they are fifteen and star 
three or four years. 

Q. Do you exercise any supervision over the girla after they leave '! 
A. There la no systematized method ; only by voluntary correspondence. 
It is not very hard to get good positions for them." 

The school room la very nicely arranged, and is light and t«U 
ventilated. 

The associate dormitory is used in this building. This room is very 
pleasant and tastefully arranged. Iron cota are used, each with a wire 
spring mattress, feather pillows and good bed clothing. Every tvo 
girls have a bureau between them for their clothes, and each has he.' 
own towel, tooth brush and comb. A looking glass is supplied for 
everv two bureaus, and a chair stands at the side of each bed. One 
of tlie ofBcers sleeps in a room opening into the dormitory, the door 
of this i-oom being always left open. A bed for an olficer also stands 
at one end of the dormitory, bat the matron stated that it was diffi- 
cult to get any one to sleep in, it 

Tlie wash room contains seventeen marble top basins, looking g;lasses, 
etc., and all was in neat order. The water closets are in a smalt room 
opening into the dormitory, and were found to be in good condition, 
ho smell being perceptible. In this room is also a slop sink. 

The matron stated that she preferred the single rooms for the girls, 
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Tinless there could be a good watch placed ov^ them, and then sho 
■wouH prefer the associate dormitoriea. She does not .visit the dormi- 
tory in the Dight, but trnats the person in charge to see after the girls. 

The superintendent stated that for the lai^r girls and boys hewonld 
prefer the single rooms, and for the smaller ones the open dormitories. 

Only one wing in tJiis building is occupied. In the unoccupied 
wing the same arrangements were noted. Only about ststy girla have 
been admitted in the last two years, and only about six since last' 
June. 

The assembly room is used for Sunday school, lectures, etc. It is 
Tery neatly furnished and well suited for the purpose. 

In the yard 8 number of girls were seen playing croquet, while 
others were lying on the grass under the trees, all seeming to be con- 
tent and happy. 

We now proceeded to the building for the larger girls. 

The dining-room is arranged as in the other building and was in 
excellent order. 

In the laundry, stationary tubs are uaed and the washing is done by 
the larger girls by hand. Ko steam is here used. The floor is of stone, 
and the room was neat. 

The play room for bad weather ia in the baaement, has a stone floor, 
is large and well fitted for use in bad weather. 

The kitchen contains all the modern improvements and was in good 
order, A number of girls were here at work. 

In the wash room are seven marble top basins and every thing was 
in neat order. The water-closets are in good order and no bad odor 
was perceptible. . 

In the sewing room were three machines, and a number of girls were 
sewing by band, under the charge of one of the officers. lu an ad- 
joining room were two more machines. Here clotliing is kept 

The school-room is arranged aa that in the other building, and was 
neat and well ventilated. 

lu this building the girls sleep in neat private rooms, each fnrnislied 
with an iron cot and plenty of bedclothes, bureau, stationary wash basin 
with marble top, well trapped. A looking glass is also in each room, 
and on the wall are a number of hooks on which to hang clothes. 
There are 100 of these rooms in the building, but only sisty-four are 
occupied. As in the other building, all the girls have their separate 
towel, brush and comb. 

In the infirmary one girl was aick in bed. The room contains five 
bedsteads, is light, clean and well ventilated. Opening into the room 
is the bath-room and water-closet, which were in excellent condition. 

The matron stated that the girls are taught house-keeping. 

The bath-rooms and water-closets are here arranged as in the other 
building. 

There is also an assembly room in this building, which is used as a 
Sunday school, and also as a lectnre room and occasionally for private 
theatricals. The room ia very pleasant and well adapted to its use. 

The ironing-room is large, and a cumber of girls were engaged in 
ironing by hand. In this room the towels, sheets, etc., are packed 
awav in neat closets. 

The matron was questioned by Commissioner Stewart as follows : 

Q. "What corporal punishment do yon have, andwho administers it? 
34 
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A. I am the only peraijpln thia departiueat. I punish with a strap. 
I do DOt average one case a week. Sometimes it goes along two or 
three months without a case. Since lost winter I make entriea in a 
book of all the punishments." 
The book was shown, which was neatly kept, but the cause of pun- 
. ishment is not shown in the entry. 

WoBK Shops. 

The work shops, whichare in detached buildings, were next visited. 
In the tailor shop eighteen boys were at work making new clothes for 
the institution and also mending old clothes, under the charge of an 
overseer. No contract work is now done in this department. 

In the shoe shop tho boys are working on an old contract. The 
contract was originally for five years, and has still a ^ear and one-half 
to run. The department is divided into two 0oors ; on one is done 
the rough work and on the other the finishing. 

In the first branch or department there were 125 boys at work. The 
institution here furnishes ati overseer who has charge of the floor, and 
the contractors furnish three men and four women to instruct the 
boys. The npper is cut out at one end of the room and is then sent 
along to the next bench, etc., etc., until the shoe is turned out at the 
other end of the room in rough. From here it ia sent to the next 
floor where it ia finished. In tnis department there were sisty-five 
boys employed. Here also is an overseer furnished by the institution, 
while the contractors supply their men to instruct. A large number 
of machines are in use in the two departments, and the boys turn out 
about 300 pairs of shoea a day. Each hoy has his task to perform, 
and when this is finished, is allowed to go out and play. This is the 
case in all the ahops. 

There are two departments for caning chair seats, one for rough 
and the other for fine work. In the first, sixty-eight boys were em- 
ployed, and in the second, aeventy-five. The smallerboysareplaced in 
these departments. The inatitution is paid by the piece for tnis work, 
and the ooysare not kept busy all the time, as the demand is not large. 
The boys not employed -in the work shops are employed around the 
buildings and on the farm. 

The boiler-house is a detached building, and contains sis large 
boilers, which supply all the steam for heating, cooking, washing, etc. 
The bake-honse is in the same buildiag, and contains one large oven. 
Here all the bread is baked for the institution. The bread.ba^ed for 
the ofBcers' table is not made of the same flour as that baked for the 
children. 

The comnittee now returned to the office with the superintendent 
anA fiiA following questions were aaked : 

^hat opportunities do the boya have for communicating with 
tse they have any grievancea ? A, Every ofRcer is instructed 
n a boy comes m to see the superintendent he has to grant 
nissioQ without asking him his reaaona. 
w does the passage of the constitutional amendment in rela- 
ontract labor in prisons affect the working of this institution? 
ak it has prevented ourcoutriictlug this work that wo had on 
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tailoring. We did have both the shops where they were caning 
chairs for tailor shops. Our bills ran from $1,000 to il,100 a month 
that we received for the labor. 

Q. Why is it that contractors are more afraid to take a contract by 
the piece tbaa by the day P A. Because they fear future legislation. 

Q. Has the effect of the pass^e of this act reduced the number of 
boys employed on contract? A. Yes, sir; they were legislating on 
the contract subject and nobody dared take the tailor contract. 

Q. Were yoa in favor of the existing plan of contract by the day ? 
A, I was ; and I would like to have it back under proper restrictions. 
The boys are 'under our supervision. We have a man in charge of the 
discipline, and no contractor's man has the right to punish them; it is 
his bnsineas only to instruct the boys; it is our man's business to see 
that they keep to work. Every man furnished by the contractor is 
subject to the approval of the superinteadeut; I have just aa much 
control of the men aa though I employ them myself. 

Q, Who punishes now P A. The assistant superintendent and the 
superintendent, or it is done under the superintendent's direction 
and in his presence by some one else; I can direct anybody that I think 
best. There js a record kept of those "punishments. I think eight 
blows is the severest punishment evergiven. 

Q. How many punishments do you average a day ? A. Of those 
punishments we do not average one a day." 

(A copy of the amended by-laws and the punishment-book were 
shown. The latter was nicely and minutely written up.) 

The attendants are brougiit together once a month or once in two 
or three months, at which time new instructions are given, questions 
are answered, suggestions made, etc. 

The superintendent stated that appropriations are needed for the 
following purposes : For technological training, more than was asked 
for last year. Heating new building. Building new hospital, and 
other miscellaneous things. The superintendent stated tha following 
as reasons for the needs of the hospital, 

" Last year we had the German measles ; we had over eighty boys in 
bed at one time. We had to take up the desks in the three school-rooms 
and put the beds in those rooms. We just got over that and placed 
the desks back and commenced our school, when the other measles 
broke out, and we again had to tear out the desks and use the, rooms. 
If we had a hospital we would not have that trouble. The new build- 
ing is intended for fifty patients," 

(4) The New York Juvenile Asylum, 

Visited by the full Committee on Eteform atones, June 13, 1884, 
and by Commissioners Stewart and Milhau, January 7, 1885. 

Capacity (inmates), 810. Census December 31st, 1S84. Officers 
and help 60, (all paid). Inmates : boys, 630 ; girls, 161. Total, 

791. 

Tha first visit to this institution by your committee during the 
period covered by this report was on Friday, June 13, 1884. , 

The general improvement since the previous visit on November 1, 
1883, was very encouraging. The two play grounds were in good 
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order and new floors had been laid in the vard closets. The hatU and 
domitoriea were in a neat and orderly con^itioD, as were also the two 
dinings rooms. In the latter the table-cloths and floors were clean 
and presented an inviting appearance. The dinner served on this 
occasion consisted of a bowl of chocolate of poor qnality and a slice of 
bread ;• and it was noticed when the children had finished their meal 
many had eaten only the slice of bread and had not tonched the 
chocolate. It may fairly be argned that there is no acconntiDg for 
tastes and that all should have liked the chocolate ; but your commit- 
tee thinks that the dinner provided (the principal meal of the day), 
was not a hearty and sufficient one. 

Your committee met, on this day, the president of the board of 
' managers, a member of the legislature of this State, and several dis- 
tinguished visitors. Friday is the day on which the managers regul- 
arly visit the institution. After the inspection of your committee, the 
children were assembled in the new and handsome ball, where they 
gave a very creditable entertainment, the singing in chorus being 
particularly fine. After they were dismissed yoar comnlittf« had an 
interview with the president of the board of mani^ers, (the other visi- 
tors being present by invitation), on the subject of the criticisms coo- 
^ned in the last report of this committee to the board. Tour com- 
mittee both hopes and believes that the frank interchange of views at 
this time has resulted in a better understanding, and will do good. 

The next visit to the Javenile Asylum was made on Wednesday, 
January 7, lFt85. At this visit still further improvement was noticed 
by your committee. Certain very necessary and important changes 
for the better were being made in the closets ; the bedB in the dormi- 
tories were all provided with pillows; and the dining rooms presented 
a neat and clean appearance. The dinner served consisted of beef, 
beets, bread and butter. It was observed with some surprise that no 
water or other fluid was served at this meal, and on following the 
children into the yard after the meal was over, few, if any, were 
noticed going tothe hydrants. 

The halls and class rooms were being scrubbed at tbe time of the 
visit, Wednesday being a half holiday. The afternoon is devoted to 
that purpose, and tbe teachers are at liberty to go to the city. 

The main points which your committee thinks require the atten- 
tion of the managers, are two: 

1. The overcrowded condition of the dormitories. 

Your committee is strongly of the opinion that the capacity of the 
dormitories is far exceeded, the beds, as formerly, in many cases act- 
ually toncbing one another. This canuot be beneficial either to tbe 
health or good morals of the inmates. To remedy this evil, two 
courses are open; either to enlarge the institution, (which plan your 
committee does not approve, feeling that it already provides a home 
foras many, if not more children, as can he governed by a personal 
and paternal relation), or to relieve the pressure from within, by re- 
fusing for a time to admit any more inmates, and as dischar^s are 
made, by removing vacant beds from the dormitories nn til a reduction 
of atleaet one hundred from tbe present census is made. This course 
your committee deems the wiser and safer one, and strongly urges it 
upon the attention of the managers of the institution. 

2. The second reform, which your committee would desire to see 
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instituted, relates to the matter of corporal punishment. This may 
undoubtedly be both wiae and necessary for the government of child- 
ren of this class, but its adminiatration should be. surrounded witb 
avery precaution, not only for the good of the inmates, but for the 
protection of the officers themselves. To this end, a record of pun- 
ishments shonld be kept in book form, with regular entries, showing 
the name of the child punished, the nume of the complainant, the 
nature of the offense coramitted, the name of the officer administering 
the. pnnishment, the kind of punishment and the date of the same. 
These facts at least should be entered after each punishment. The 
practice now, as stated to your committee, is to make a memorandum 
of the punishment. Your committee was unable to see any of these 
memoranda. In the monthly report of the superintendent to the 
board of managers, he states the total number of punishments for the 
month of December, 1884, as 237, administered at the Asylum and 
the House of Reception by not less than ten different officers. Your 
committee feels that the administration of corporal punishment, if in- 
vested with more dignity would greatly reduce the number of cases 
where it might be necessary, and to this end recommends strongly 
that its administration should be limited by the managers to the 
superintendent of either house, or under his direction and in his 
presence. 

In conclusion, yonr committee again expresses its gratification at 
the very marked improvement which has been made in the institution 
during the year coyered by this report. 

House oe Reception of the New York Juvenile Asylum, 

Thirteenth Street, New York, 

Visited by Commissioner Stewart, January 8, 1885. 

Capacity (inmates), ninety-six standing beds and twenty-seven in 
reserve; total, 123, Census: Officers, eight ; paid help, six. Inmates: 
Boys, eighty-nine. 

This is a four-story and basement brick bailding with a frontage of 
about fifty feet. On the day of visitation there were eighty-nine ooys 
in the institution. No girls are received except in cases of emergency, 
for which purpose a room containing six beds is provided, 

Yonr committee made a careful inapection of the building and the 
inmates, and was pleased to note its condition. The plumbing was in 
good order, the walls, in many cases, freshly and attractively painted, 
and the floors and dormitories scrupulously clean. The dinner served 
consisted of beef, turnips, bread, and a bowl of water. It was of good 
quality and in sufficient quantity. The superintendent stated that 
the average period of detention in this house, awaiting a vacancy at 
the asylum, was from six to eight weeks. 

The boya looked well and clean as a rule. Only two were in the 
hospital ; one with an old fracture and the other with a cold. 

From inquiries which your committee made, it feels justified iu re- 
commending to the board of managers the employment of a night 
watchman, to guard against fire and to secure good behavicfr in the 
dormitories where disturbances are sometimesof occurrence, and which 
caonot now be well guarded against. 
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(B) TdE New York Catholic Protecxoey, Westcbbstbr. 
Visited by CommiBSioiier Stewart, January 10, 1885. 

Capacifif (inmates), 3,115. Cenaua December 31, 1S84: OflBa?-. 
and help {aHpaid),2lO. Inmates; Bojs,l,342; girls, 691; total, 2,(11; 
- Yonr committee visited the male department m tbe moruing ; aoi 
in company irith the Brother Bector iu charge, proceeded to the wsfj 
ebopa of the Senior Division, where all the bo^s of a suitable age ve~ 
seen at work at their different trades — printing, electrotyping, di«- 
tnakiug, stocking knitting, tailoring, silk weaving, chair caning, en. 
These industries present^ much the same appearance as last year, tat 
only Dotable chaoge being in the silk weaving departmeut, to vbid 
industry has been added satin weaving. Some thirty looms were I: 
the shop, all in operation. 

The yards and closets were next visited, and the great improvenet: 
in their appearance was noted with much pleasure. Both yards ban 
been covered, during the past year, with well laid asphalt psvcmei: 
TJie yard closets have all been provided with doors and other conveii> 
ences, and were in a good and sanitary condition. 

Another pleasing feature was noticed while in the yard of the Seoior 
Division, Before going to dinner, the boys were here formed in rant 
and marched to the wash-room, where new slate troughs have bea 
provided during the year covered by this report. Each boy was saf- 
plied with a towel and soap, and all washed in running water fromii- 
aividual spouts, after which they again assembled iu the yard an^ 
were marched into the dining-room, where, after grace being spoken, 
they sat down to a dinner of corned beef hash, potatoes, bread, coSet. 
and oranges for dessert Your committee tasted the food, which wm 
of excellent quality, sufficient in quantity, and evenly distributed from 
large tins on each table. Although no table-cloths were used, Hn 
tableB and room looked clean and luviting. 

The school rooms and dormitories wore nest inspected. The formei 
are old and rather dark, but were neat and in good order. The Book 
in the dormitories were clean, the mattresBea raised for airing, ana 
fresh linen had jnst been distribnted for Sunday. 

The closets adjoining the dormitories have been completely reno- 
Tated, and were not only clean and free from odor, but, for institution 
purposes, handsomely fitted up. 

Your committee also visited the bath-rooms, and was pleased to ob- 
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serve the great improvement everywhere apparent. The tubs were io 
good condition, and at this time filled with clean, warm water in which 
the boys were to be bathed, Saturday being the regular bathing day 
The rooms were warm, the fioors clean and in good order. 

The boys throughout the institution appeared to be contented; were 
clean and heaJthv looking. No sore he»as and but few soreeyra were 
noticed. There have been but fifteen deaths in the institutioa dajing 
the past year, and on the occasion of this visit the eighty beds ia the 
hospital were all vacant, and only a few boys were confined fai the 
building. This, of itself, speaks well for the care and attention given. 

All the inmates had recently been provided with new warm caps, 
but the general appearance of the clothes, while not ragged, wu 
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sliabb?. It in to bo hoped that ns opportuuitj offers, new suite will be 
more frequently furnished. 

In relation to the question of corporal punishment, the rector stated 
that it was of infrequent neceaeitj, and administered in the class-rooms 
and shops by the brothers there in charge, but very eeldoni by the 
rector himself, and no records are made of the same. Your com- 
mittee suggested the advisability of keeping a record of all corpor^ 
punishment, in book foiin, and ha.a reason to hope that these sugges- 
tions will be carried out. 

Your committee thinks it but proper to state that on the occas.ion of 
a former Tisit, at which time the building and grounds were found in 
an unsatisfactory condition and criticised in its report to this Board, 
there was an insufBcient supply of water, owing to a previous drought; 
the supply, as stated by tbo rector at this visit, on some occasions be- 
ing barely sufScient for drinking purposes. This has now been reme- 
died by the sinking, during the past summer, of a lai'ge artesian well, 
which furnisheB an abundant supply of good water. 

In conclusion, your committee desires to express its gratificatioa at 
the very marked improvement made since its last visit, in the con- 
dition of the building and grounds generally. The criticisms made 
iu a previous report nave been received in the same kindly spirit in 
which they were made, and in every case acted upon. 

Female Dbpaktment. 

Since the last report of your committee, there has been a change in 
the Mother Superior. 

This department was examined with great pleasure, and found to be 
in ita usual excellent order. 

The larger girls were seen at work sewing, and the smaller at play, 
all presenting a neat, healthy and attractive appearance. 

In this department there were also 109 small boys, ranging in a^ 
> from two and one-half to nine years. On attaining the latter age, if 
there is a vacancy, they are 'transferred to the male department. 
These boys were seen in their play-room, where they sang a national 
air very creditably. They were neatly and comfortably clothed, and 
looked healthy and contented. 

In the hospital were only four girls, none of whom were ill enough 
to be in bed. Dr. Perroy is the visiting physician to both depE^ 
ments, performing a daily service. 

It would be difficult to imagine more excellent house-keeping than 
that of the sisters of charity in charge of this department. It leaves 
nothing to be desired, and should be sought as a model of what an 
institution of this class ought to be. ' 

(6) Catholic Pbotbctort, Buffalo. 

Visited by Commissioner Stewart, August 17, 1884. 

' Capacity; inmates, 100. Census December 31, 1884; officers end 

sisters, 18; paidemployesinfactory,etc., 20. Inmates: Boys committed, 

53; boys intrusted, 41 ; total, 94. Total population, 132. 

This is a small institution under the ohiuge of a brother rector and 
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sisters of the onler of St Joseph. The inmates are chiefly small bci; 
from Erie aud adjoiaiog couDties. Tliey are given a o^ood commoc 
school education, besides being instrnoted in trades similar to thus 
tanght at the New York Catholic Protectory. 

On this ocCE^ion they were employed as follows:. Chair making, 3J: 
seat caning, 30 ; type setting, 15; electrotyping, 3 ; shoe making, 3. 

All were well clothed, looked clean, bright and healthy, and nonf 
were in the hospital. The commitmeuts are indetermluate, the ages 
ranging from seven to fourteen years. The average period epent in 
the institution is about two years. 

Your committee saw the children at work and in school, and waa 
pleased with the proGoiency shown in their studies aad io singiog. 
which latter was remarkably good. 

The building is old and in poor repair, but was scrupulously clean. 
The dormitories were in good order, the bed clothing and floors clean. 

A number of needed improvements have been made in thecoDditioi 
of the play-grounds and closets. 

The board of managers meets quarterly, sitting as a court for the 
discharge of the boys. 

All of which reports are respectfully snbmitted by, 

WM. R. STEWART. 

Dated January 15, 18!j5. For the committee. 
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To the State Board of Charities : 

The committee on poor-houses respectfnlly suljmit the following: 
Since the last report of yonr committee, made two jears ago, there 
has been a marked improvement in the condition of most of the poor- 
houses of the State. Much credit is due to a majority of the superin- 
teadeuta of the poor, and to the keepers of the poor-houses as a class, 
for the zeal with which they have sought to learn and put in practice 
the best methods of admintstration. The annual State Oonventions of 
the superintendents and keepers, have enabled each officer attending 
them, to avail himself of the knowledge and improved methods of the 
wisest and most experienced administrators having charge of institu- 
tions for the care of the poor. It is to be hoped that these annual 
conventions will be maintained, and that che attendance maj be more 
general in the future, for it is not unfair to presume that those officers 
who are not interested in these meetings, are jost the ones moat need- 
ing the knowledge and enthusiasm the convention is calculated to im- 
part 

Daring the past two years, the official visitations of the poor-houses 
by the members and officers of this Board, have been more frequent than 
before, and in nearly every instance, the local officers have shown the 
fullest sympathj[ with every suggestion of improvement. It will be re- 
membered, that in compliance with a recommendation of this committee 
in its last report, the Board immediately instructed its secretary to visit 
as often 88 once in every three months, any county retaining the care of 
any of its chronic insane, in order to consult with the supenntendent as 
to the transfer to a State institution, of any inmate that might 
bo found under restraint, or that was violent'or filthy, or might 
require such medical treatment, or such watchful care of paid 
attendants as the county asylum did not afford. The secretary 
has carried out these instructions with admirable tact and wisdom. 
Moat of his recommendations for transfer have been gladly fol- 
lowed by the county officials, and only in a single iustauce, has ' 
bit recommendation required a direct order of this Board to secure 
oonipliance. These more frequent visits have largely added to 
the labors of the secretary, but they have greatly improved the oon- 
ditionofthe insane iu the county institutions, and have led to s 
more watchful care and marked improvement in every department 
of administration. Itisuatural thattlie Board should desire to relieve 
an over-worked and popular officer, but your committee can but sug- 
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gest that the secretary sLonld be relieved by employing a proper a 

ant in this work, when necessary, rather than by foregoing any part a! 
these visitations that have secured, and are secnring, so many benelitj. 
Hence yonr committee trust, that the modification of the rule of vis'.- 
tation lately made by the Board, leaving the number of visita discn- 
tionary with the secretary, maybe considered ouly temporary, and 
that we shall return and adhere to the original plan of quarterly vTiis 
and reports. 

There are now fifteen counties exempted from tlie operation of the 
Willard ABylnm Act, each having a separate county asylnoi for the 
chronic insane. Several of these have each over 100 patients, withi 
full complement of paid attendants, in convenient biiildiags, wher? 
proper classificatiou is secured, and affording comfortable and hamacr 
care for their inmates. Although few transfers have to be made tTom 
these larger county asylums, yet the unannounced visits of the aeci^ 
tary are very desirable, even in the bestof these institutions, and cb«ck 
any tendency to carelessness or neglect on the part of employes. Bn: 
a majority of the county ^ylums have each accommodations for leK 
than seventy-five patients, with not more than two wards for either 
sex. In these, a close classification is impracticable, and a single vio- 
lent patient will keep a whole ward excited and disturbed. Here tk 
frequentvisitsof an officer of this Board, with authority to reconnnend 
transfers, is necessary to the good order of these institutions, and the 
comfort of their inmates. Still more necessary are these frequent in- 
spections, in counties where only a few insane are kept in some part 
of the poor-house building, with few, if any, paid attendants, for nere 
only the most quiet and harmless cases can bo properly cared for. ffe 
have dwelt thus somewhat at length upon the importance of freqaeni 
official visitation, and necessary transfers, because we believe them 
anited, to be the real cause of the great improvement in the condition 
of the chronic insane under county care, which the quarterly reports 
of the secretary have borne testimony to, and which onr personal visiU 
have confirmed, and we know no better way to hold the improvemeot 
attiuned, than to continue the policy that secured it. 

But there is an obstacle to these necessary transfers, not unan- 
ticipated, but referred to in our last report, that must be met and 
removed during the coming year. Further accommodations must be 
provided in State institutions for the chronic insane, to receive tb< 
violent and disturbed cases from the county asylums, and like casts 
that are being continually returned, (or that ought to be returned), 
to the county authorities from the hospitals for the acute insane. 
Willard Asylum has now 1,800 patients, and is practically full. Bing- 
hamton Asylum has 600 patients in wards that were estimated to have 
accommodations for 450, and is crowded. N'eitber of these institD- 
tions has refused to receive patients that have been sent it, but it U 
evident that tbej can do so for only a few months longer. 

It is not thought advisable to materiallyenlarge the Willard Aaylam, 
as its population is already as large as can, under all coutingenoies, be 
economically and safely managed by a single administrative head. 
But a cheap group of detached buildings, like those at Willard, shoulil 
at once be built at Binghamton, which will increase the economical 
administration of that institution, and afford the accommodations 
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now imperatively demanded, and will probably meet our wants for 
some time to come. A single group of detached buildings, similar to 
those at Willard, encb aa we now recommend for Binghamton, will 
have accommodations for 300 patients. The buildings will b'eof brick, 
plain and substantial, comfortable and pleasant, and* with a perfect 
adaptation to their use, that will make them more satisfactory to a 
sound taste, than costlier structares. It is believed that with the 
present price of labor and materials, such a gronp can be built at a 
cost not exceeding was per patient. Sui-ely this sum will not be con- 
sidered unreaaonELDle, when we remember that some of our hospital 
asylnms have cost more than sixteen times as much per patient. We 
think the State Board of Chanties should urge upon the Legislature 
the neceesity of an early consideration of this subject, and we do not 
doubt that the superintendents of the poor of the several counties will 
gladly second your reoommendation. For we are satisfied that the 
Buperintendenbs of the poor believe, that with further State accom- 
modations, and a continuance by this Board, of the policy of frequent 
visitations and necessary transfers, they can give the remaiaing Insane 
in the counties, comfortable and reasonable care, but without these 
aide, and relief from the worat caaea, they can make county care satis- 
factory neither to themselvea nor to a humane public opinion. 

Another important change in poor-house population haa occurred 
through quarterly visits of the secretary, in the removal, upon hie 
recommendation, of feeble-minded girls and young women to the 
Cnstodial lastitntion at Newark. Great credit is due the secretary 
for undertaking this work in connection with, and in addition to, his 
' duty of looking after the wants of the insane, under the instruction 
of the Board. Hia action in securing the removal of these feeble- 
minded persona was at once approved and iudoraed by the Board, and 
by resolution was made a part of hia duties in the future. Its import- 
ance can hardly be overestimated. These unfortunate persons, by 
reason of theiv mental weakness, must always need protection and 
support somewhere. In the State Custodial Institution they find safe 
protection and kind care. In the counties they have the poor-house 
as a home and refuge, with temporary employment in hop fields, or 
intermittent service in families when poor help is in demand. The 
difference incest to the public, between the two systems of support, 
is immense. The State system supports a certain definite number of 
these persona I'espectably and safelv, turning their labor to as mnch 
account as possible within the institution. The county system sup- 
ports the same persons, and an indefinite, unnumbered progeny, as 
weak-minded, defenceless and dependent as themselvea. This is 
hereditary pauperism of the worst typo, as it rests on the fact of 
mental weakness, that leaves no hope of breaking the succession. 

The State Board of Charities memorialized the last Legislature npon 
this subject, enforcing its recommendations by illustrative cases that 
proved that the extent of the danger was not overrated. Your com- 
mittee are of the opinion that the Board should present the subject to 
the attention of the present Legislature, and keep the situation and 
needs of this class of depndeuts before our law makers and the public. 
The institution at Newark is known as the Custodial Branch of 
the New York State Idiot Asylum at Syracuse, and is under the con- 
trol of the same board of managers. It is now substantially full, hav- 



,,:>^700^Ic 



378 Annual Report of the 

ing had au average of one htindred and forty iomates, mostlj between 
the ageB of fifteen andforty. ButtherearepTobablyonehandredaiid 
fifty of the same class in the Beveral poor-houseB, or vibrating between 
the poor-house and temporary aerrice, that need the shelter of acu 
todial inatitution. The building occapied by the Oustodial Branch 
rented by the State at a cost of 11,000 per annnm, wifh the pririiegt 
of purchasing if deaired. It is a lareebrickatrnctore, built originsik 
for an academy, at a coat, we shonld think, of not leaa than Imit 
thousand doUara, It is reasonably well adapted to its presen t use, an; 
we learned from the superintendent that the building, with foar acR> 
of land, could be bonght for thirteen thousand dollars. Vour com- 
mittpe think the State should purchase the property, thns giving pet- 
manent location to the cheapest of all our State charitable institatioa^ 
and to one of the most important. The State owning the properlj, 
additional accommodations could be furnished, by throwing out wing! 
and additions to the main bailding, so as to place all of this class o! 
dependents under one management. But whatever plan is adopted, 
nothing should long delay the furnishing of a safe custodial home for 
all these weak-minded, irresponsible dependents, whose protection 'a 
demanded by the atrongeat considerations of economy, a3 well as o! 
humanity. 

Your committee must again call attention to the disregard, in a fen 
instances, of the law prohibiting the retention in a poor-house, of sd; 
child between the ages of two and sixteen years. There were in thf 
poor-houaea, by the last reports, sixty-eight children between these 
ages. These were kept on various plausiole excuses. The superm- 
t«udente should remember that the law makes no exceptions and al- 
lows no excuses, nor does the natural law on which the statute Ksts, 
know any iuterraission or relaxation. It inexorably teaches thatuo 
dependent child, capable of instruction, can suffer the efleots of a poor- 
house education without damage to the State. 

Since the last report of youf committee, new poor-house buildings 
have been erected in the counties of Allegany and Greene, and im- 
portant repairs have been made in the buildings of other counties. 1^ 
is understood that the authorities of Schoharie- and TJlater have under 
consideration the erection of new poor-houses for their reapectivf 
counties. They are very much needed, and it is not to be presumed 
that the benevolent people of these rich counties will postpone a voti 
so absolutely necessary. 

In our visitation of county institutions, we have often been im- 
pressed by the fact, that the most expensive buildings were not alwajs 
the best. The essential requisites of a good poor-house building are, 
good ventilation, thorough drainage, perfect separation of the seies,a 
good and economical syatem of heating, abundant supply of water, 
and a convenient arrangement for household work. These are not 
costly requirements, yet any well-kept poor-honae having them, can- 
not be subject to mncb criticism , but without them, the most expen- 
sive atructure will be un satisfactory. Any county can secure tbese 
advantages at a reasonable cost, in plain, substantial buildings, bj 
selecting a proper site and adopting the beet plans. The adoption ot 
the right plans is of ao much consequence to thoae purposing building, 
that your committee feel it their duty to say that the President and 
Secretary of the State Board of Charities, who have given the proper 
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>nBkruotioa of poor-hoaBe 'buildings much study, hold themselves 
;ady, without charge, to advise as to the best plans, with the authori- 
ea of any couDty applying to them. 
All the poor-hoQses of the State have been visited once during the 
i8t two years, as the law requires, while those retaining any insane 
lave been visited several times each year, both by the officers and 
aembera of the board. 

Our official relations with the auperintendeuts and keepers have con- 
inaed generally pleasant and helpful, and we have no vish, in this 
vork, bat to cordially co-operate with them, in securing the best means 
:o hamanelj and properly care for all classes of the dependent poor, at 
:.lie least expense to tbe pnblic. 

Bespectfnlly submitted, 
8. F. MILLEB, 
SAEAH M. CARPENTER, 

Committee. 
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"o the State Board of Charities : 

The committee appointed to visit the Soldiers and Sailors' Home, at 
$ath, and, in their discretion to iDTestigate the charges against the 
rastees and ofFloers of the same, submits the following re[>ort : 

Soon after the appointment of yonr committee, which was made at 
be request of the president of said trasteea, an investigation was com- 
nenced bv said trustees ; and ;^our committee thought proper not to 
nove in the matter pending said investigation by the local board. 

The subsequent publication of the minutes of said investigation, 
together with the preliminary report of the committee to which said 
charges were referred by the Grand Army of the Republic, Department 
>f New York, left nothing for this committee to investigate. 

Your committee, however, on December 9, together visited the Sol- 
diers and Sailors' Home, vrithout previous notice. They were im- 
mediately taken by the superintendent on a. tour of inspection of the 
wards of the hospital, and other wards of the Home. 

Members of the committee inquired of individuals on the wards if 
they had any complaints to make, and the invariable answer was in 
the negative. The chairman finally requested the superintendent to 
send to bis office such of tho inmates a& the committee might select, 
which request was cheerfully granted. Accompanied by the orderly 
sergeant of each company, the chairman then selected one or more from 
each floor or ward of that company, who, were all directed to the ofiice. 
These selected representatives of all the companies were then inter- 
viewed in the office of the superintendent, who, with all the officers and 
employes, was absent. Each man was first examined separately and 
then all were examined together ; and each answered promptly and 
decidedly on both examinations, that he had no complaint to make 
and no ground of complaint. Their affidavit was then taken, sub- 
scribed by each of them and verified December 9, 1884, which is 
hereto annexed marked Schedule " A." 

This affidavit is in itself a sufficient refutation of the oharges relating 
to cruelty. 

We find that the food and clothing of the inmates of the Soldiers 
and Sailors* Home is excellent in quality and sufficient in quantity. 

We find that the hospital accommodations are good, and the patients 
therein are well cared for and made as comfortable as possible. 

In conclusion we call attention to two defects, for which neither the 
officers nor the trustees are responsible, viz. : 



id By Google 



284 Annual Report of the 

(1.) There are no daj-rooms. The inmates are oompelled to a 
asBOciate dormitories when the weather, as on the day of oar via 
too inclement to remain ont-doors. 

(3.) There are no industries except those relating to the can 
gronnds, bntldin^, rooms and general interior economy. 
We are of opinion that both oefeots should be remedied. 
Respectfully submitted, 

OSCAR CRAIG, 
JOHN J. MILHAtr, 
EDWARD W. FOSTER, 

Comm^ 
Dated Decmber 16, 1881. 



SCHEDULE A. 



h 



STATE OF NEW YORK: 

COUNTT OP StEDBEN, 

Soldiers and Sailors' Home. 

Leonard H- Littlejohn and Henry Miller of ward one, compsnj 
Charles Smith of ward or floor two, and Hamilton Oowan of w 
ward, both of said company A, and James Delahant of wanl or fli 
two of said company A, and Meredith Maeanally of the third flwr 
same; John Lamb of the same, and Patrick Keenan of the first &> 
in company B, and James Thompson and Lewis RadliS of the m 
and Martin Weiss of the third floor or ward of same compaEy B, u 
George C, Wise, of the first floor or ward of company C; James 
Creighton of ward or floor two of same company, and James in 
strong of the third floor or ward of said company C, — being fii 
eeverally duly sworn, each for himself says, I have been examined*? 
ratelv and afterward ia company with the other affiants above nuw 
and 1 have each time declfu^d, and I do now state and declare, 4 
I have no complaints to make of any treatment which I or any of" 
inmate of the Soldiers and Sailors' Home of the State of New York h 
ever received at the hands of the soperintendent or oflScera of the «!" 
that my food has been good in quality and nutritious, and safBciei 
in amount; my clothing has been comfortable and good in qnali? 
that I have not been oompelled to work when I should not hare b«i 
and that I believe it would be better for me and for each inmatt 
said institution, if there was more work to be done. 

Each for himself says, he is completely satisfied and knovaol 
reason for complaint. 

And each says he was selected for this examination by the p!i^'> 
before whom this affidavit is made. 

Leonard H. Littlejohs, 
Heney X Miller, 
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(V^itnesaes to each BignaCure and 
rtioularly the mark of Henry 
Her, Charlea Smith, Meredith 
icaually, John Lamb, Patrick 
senan, James Badliff and James 
.'mstrong. 

OSCAK CRAIG, 
E. W. FOSTER, 
JOHN J. MIIiHAU. 



Charles X Smith, 
Hamilton Oowan, 

JaUES DEI.AHANT, 

Mbbbdith X Macanallt, 



John X Lamb, 

"" his 

Patbick X Kbbnan, 

Jaubs Thomas, 

Lewis X Radliff, 

Martin Weiss, 

G. C. Wise, 

James J. Creiohton, 

James X Akmstrono, 

>nbsoribed and Bwora to before me,thia ) 
ninth da; of December, A. D., 1684. f 

OscAB Ckaiq, 

State Gommissioner of the State Board of Chariiiei. 
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OTHER THAN INSANE ASYLUMS ANU PRISONS. 
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To the State Board of Charities : 

We have the honor respecttully to present to you the following 
report : . 

There were under the eharge of the Department of Public Charities 
and Correction of New York city, on the 31st of December, 1S84, the 
Eollowing institutions, whose capacity and census appear in the follow- 
ing table, furnished to yourcommittee by the Department : 
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In the above table farnished us, we have ineerted the atatisHcs To: 
the insane asjlume and prisoua, but have not visited these institntioni 
aa the Committee on Insane has inapected and reported upoa them . 
and the prisons are not subject to the viaitationa of the State Boarc 
of Gharitiea. 

It will be seen from the foregoing table that the three coc- 
misaionera of Charities and Correotion in the oitj of Nev York 
are responsible for the care and well being of nearly 14,000 persona of 
all aorta and conditions, in thirtj different institations scattered 
throughont tho oit; of New Yorlf, and on ialands, one of which. 
Hart's Island, is about twenty milea from New York. This is an 
enormous task for them. Besides the necesaary visits to the inBtitii' 
tions, they are charged with the conntless details of office naanage- 
ment; purchase all supplies, employ and discharge attoodauts, etc 
This ia a great deal of work to expect any three men, however earnes 
and unremitting in their efforts, to accomplish. 

We are of me opinion that the commisaioners are faithful aoc 
energetic in the discharge of their duties, and atate, as the reanltof 
our visits to the public inetitutiona of New York city, our opinion 
that ttie large dependent class of poor and sick, vho are mainlyin^ 
Island institutions, are well cared for in buildings which, as a rol^ I 
are clean and healthy. 

The increase of population and the prevailing depression in businesi. 
have combined to crowd the warda of many of these iostitntions to 
overflowing. Relief from thia presanre is especially needed at the 
alms-house and work-house. 

From previoua reports to this Board, we believe that the conditioL 
of the department has materially improved in every respect since tin 
last report by members of the Board. 

The commissionere have been prompt and courteous ia f urnialiiD; 
every facility for conducting our inveatigations, and in giving desired 
information. 

The civil service rules, which have recently been adopted by the 
department, will undoubtedly result in securing the services of i 
higher grade of attendants in the different institutions under its can 
but we feel that it is too soon to express our opinion as to the resale 
which have already followed the introduction of this crfstem, from 
which, liowever, we hope good may follow. 

There remain a few matters to which prompt attention should be 
given, but we are unwilling here particularly to refer to then, since 
we are asaured by the commiasioners that they will receive tbeii 
prompt attention ; and we have elsewhere in our reports of visits ti- 
Inded to them at length. 

Considering the number of dependents, and the means at the dis- 
posal of the commisaioners, we find the care and management of the 
institutions admirable and efficient. ' 

All of which, and the following reportb of visits to the poblic in- 
stitutions of New York city, is respectfully submitted, 

WM. B. STEWAET, 
JOHN J. MILHAU. 

Commisaioners. 

Dated January 16, 1885. 
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REPORTS OP VISITS. 
Bellevub Hospital, Foot of East TwBirrr-SiiTH Street. 

Visited by CommiBsioners Stewart and Milhau, November 6, 1884. 
Capacity (inmates), 668. Cenana December 31, 1884: Officers 
5; employes, 99. Work-houae help, males, 41; females, 88. In- 
mates, males, 410; females, 206. Total, 616. 

This instibatioti is one of the most frequently visited and described 
of any nnder the charge of the Department of Public Charitiea and 
Correction. 

The main building is very old and presents a rather worn and in 
some places dilapidated appearance ; but the wards are kept scrupu- 
lously clean and are quite pleasant and comfortable. 

A thorough inspection of the building was made from top to bot- 
tom, and it was found generally in good order, the beds being 
neat and clean and the patients apparently comfortable, well fed and 
well cared for. The hospital receives both medical and surgical cases, 
and has a large ambulance service. 

The basement of the building is not in as good order as the floors 
above. The cellar was dark ana damp, aud Uiere was some evidence 
ot its being neglected. 

In a low basement, partially underground, are confined in cells, cases 
of delirium tremens and alcoholism. These are dark, damp and un- 
suitable for the proper treatment of any patients, and their use ahoald 
be discontinued and other and better provisions made for this class, 
above ground. There is a set of these cells iu both wings, one for the 
reception of males, and the other of females. Oar criticism applies 
equally to boJth. The nurses in. charge of these cells have been long 
ia the employment of the institution, and, we believe, they do their 
best to care properly for the patients committed to their charge. 

Tbe grounds about the hospital, and the exterior of the bnildiug it- 
self, show OTidences of neglect. Greater care should undoubtedly be 
taken to keep them in good order. Old boots, bottles, etc., were 
noticed about the grounds, and the front of the main building lacked 
many blinds, while some in place were in bad repair. 

On the hospital grounds are four pavilions, the Sturges pavilion, the 
pavilion for the insane, the pavilion for erysipelas cases, and the Mar- 
quand pavilion, the latter erected by private charity, and recently com- 
pleted for the reception and care of women and children. The Stur- 
ges pavilion has. just been renovated. All are modem, pleasant 
structures, and have been fnlly described in previous reports to this 
Board, with the exception of the Marqnand pavilion, which 13 a hand- 
some structure provided with every convenience for the treatment and 
comfort of its inmates. 

The small pavilion for the insane, with a capacity in the different 
divisions for nine men and nine women, has proved a most important 
acquisition to the institntion and the public. It is open for the recep- 
tion of persona of either sex whose sanity is doubted but whoae insan- 
ity is not certain. They remain here for a short time under daily 
obaervation, which frequently results in the discharge of patients who 
night, without this wise pro'vision, be committed to an asylum. This 
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pavilion, with a oapticity of ouly eighCeen, received and discliarged 
(luring the past jear nearly eighteen hundred coses, the average popa- 
lation having been twenty-four, or an excess of twenty-five per cere 
over the acoommodations, and frequently twice aa many patieats an 
received and cared for at one time as there are proper accommodstiDm 
for. In view of this, and the fact that they should not be crowded, 
the ooDstraction of an additional pavilion for this class of patients ii 



The kitchen is in a detached building and is greatly oat of reptir: 
the flagging of the floor is broken and sunken and shonld be relaid. 

Since the last report upon this institntiou was made to yonr honor- 
able Board, a new, large and convenient stable has been added to tSa 
out buildings adjoining the hospital. This supplies a great need. 

The balk-head on the river front is in a dilapidated and ausafe coe- 
dition, and the olGcers of the institution stated that they had appli«ii 
to the dock department to put the same in good order, so far without 
eucoeaa. We will take occasion to call the attention of the proper 
department to this need. 

The location of this institntJon. fronting as it does on the river, wift 
its consequent exposure to light and air, is a favorable one ; bat ibt 
main bailding is a very old strncture and has been nsed for more than 
half a century as a hospital, and is only rendered safe and tenabU 
bv nnremitting care ana constant renovation. The growing needi ni 
the city, and the improvement in hospital construction, demand thit 
this building shonld soon ^ive place to more modern 8tmctnresfortii( 
reception and care of the sick and wounded. 

In conclusion we recommend : 

1. The abandonment and disuse of the cells for alcohol cases in the 



2. Greater care for the condition of the grounds and exterior of the 
building. 

3. The constractiou of an additional building for the reception ol 
the insane. 

4. Relaying the floor of the kitchen. 

5. The construction of a new bulk-head. 

EwEaoENCT Hospital, 223 East Twentt-Sixth Stkeet. 
Visited by Commissioners Stewart and Milhau, November 6, 1884. 

Capacity.estimated, 20 ; officer, 1 ; employees, 6 ; inmates, female, 1. 

The building of this institution ia of brick two stories in height, 
and was formerly an engine-house; now converted into a hospital 
It is attended by physicians from Bellevue hospital, with which insti- 
tution it is connected by telephone. There is a matron, two trainetl 
nurses, one for day and one for night, and three waiting-women who 
act as help. 

The front room on the first story is used as a reception-room, back 
of which are the kitchen and dining-room. Two wards are on the 
fioor above. On the day of visitation the institution contained bac 
one patient. 

The so-called fever ward in a rear building has not been usedss 
such for two years. 
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The inBtitution was in good order, rooms, beds and bedding neat 
and clean. 

EMERGSircT Hospital, Nineti -Ninth Street, 
Visited by Commissioner Stewart, December 31, 1884. 

Capacity (inmates), 35. Census December, 31, 1884: Officers, six ; 
employes, three. Work-house help, females, four. Inmates, males, 
18 ; females, 3. Total, 21. 

This is a three-story frame building used for surgical cases in emer- 
gencies. There ia a resident physician in attendance, a superintend- 
ent, and some work-bouae help. The hospital has two ambulances, 
and in the yard adjoining, a tent, in whicli are about eight beds used 
for surgical cases or for contagious disease. 

At the time of the visit, the building was being painted inside and 
bad just been painted outside. Some six or eight cases, chiedy 
fractures, were in the wards. These wards were generally clean 
"wliile the beds were dirty. 

The institution needs greater cleanliaeas in the wards. 

.Chaeity Hospital, Blackwell's Islahd. 

Visited by Commissioners Stewart and Milhau, November39, 1884. 

Capacity, (inmates), 900. Census, December 31, 1884: Officers, 
six; employes, sixty-nine. Work-house help, females, 100. Inmates, 
males, 523; females, 354. Total, 877. 

Hospital for Nervous Diseases, adjoining Charity Hospital, 

Capacity (inmates) ; employee, 3. Inmates, males, 37. 

This institution is commandingly situated near the foot of Black- 
well's Island and enjoys the advantages of abundant light and pure 
lur. It receives mainly the class of chronic pauper patients, both 
medical and surgical, and has a separate maternity department, 

A thorough inspection of the building waa made from cellar to attic, 
■which was found in a clean and orderly condition, the cellar being 
noticeably so. The warda are uniformly well lighted, clean and pleas- 
ant ; the beds with sufficient clothing and in good order. 

Thia institution enjoys the advantage of the services of a corps of 
forty-five trained female nurses, educated in a school which has 
recently been established as an adjunct to the institution. 

The maternity wards arc in separate frame pavilions of old con- 
struction. These buildings are in sufficient nnmber to be successively 
used, renovated and disinfected, to guard against fever. 

The commissioners were satisfied with their inspection of this institu- 
tion and have no recommendations to suggest. It seems to have no 
special needs. 

Homeopathic Hospital, Ward's Island. 
Visited by Commissioner Stewart, January 3, 1885. 
Capfuitv (inmates), 425, Census, December 31, 1884: Officers, 
39. Work-house help, malea, 16 ; females, 49, Inmates, males, 
293 i females, 118. Total, 411. 
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This institution was intended, and for some time, used as an inek.- 
ate asylum. Its interior lu-rangement is peculiar and in some leapecn 
unsuitable for hospital purposes. The wards were generally am, 
bnt the beds were in a neglected coudition, the spreaoa, sheets, deb, 
etc., being more or less soiled. The chief of staS stated that be m 
nnableto obtain from the commissioners ofcbaritieB and correction! 
sut&cient supply, and thathe considered the condition of the bedguDo 
fault of his. All the bed clothing in the institution, escept ouedan 
supply, was on the beds. 

One of the female wards occupies aportion of what was evidentij 
orifrinally intended for a large chapel. The chapel now occapies aboc: 
half of the floor space and Hie ward the other half, a partition aboci 
ten feet high dividing them, covered by a truss roof. This inclognn 
is occupied by a flock of sparrows who make their nesta on the rai 
timbers aud live in the onilding. They may amuse the patienu. 
but they soil the beds and the chapel seats and should be gotten rid if 
as a uaisance. This it is claimed it is impossible to do. 

A singular feature of the appearance of the wards, was that the nul; 
wards were better kept and cleaner than the female wards. Thiaif 
probably owing to the superior character of the male orderlies wlw 
appear to be intelligent, competent men, and who have held tbw 
places generally for some years. 

There are no trained female nurses in the institution, and tk 
nurses in the female wards seem of a low grade of intelligence, h 
explanation of this the statement was made, that the salary p^i 
the nurses in this hospital is lower by two dollars a month than tiiir 
paid in the other hospitals of the department. There appears to l» 
no good reason why nurses performing the same duties in dtflereit 
hospitals should not all receive tho same pay, aud your committee hi^ 
called the attention of the city commissioners to this matter. 

Two of the wards of the female department are occupied bychcouic 
insane women sent from the hinatic asylum. They are ont of plue 
in this institution, and every efl'ort should be made to procure tben 
admission to an asylum for the insane; or, fttiling this, they shonld be 
removed from the hospital building and temporarily cared for in a 
separate structure. Their presence in the wards of this hospital li« 
been frequently commented upon in the reports of the State Board of 
Oharities, but no effort appears to have been made to dispose of ti^^^ 
comfortably elsewhere. They appear to be of the harmless class, t.oi 
though somewhat overcrowded in these wards, seem quite comfortsb'f 
and quiet. 

The plumbing throughout the buildiog is old and in bad repwr, 
and in one of the closets adjoining the ward, a noticeable escape ol 
sewer gas was dangerons to the health of the inmates. 

. The usual system of work-house help was also found in the inatifti- 
tion, sixteen men and fifty-six women performing the menial labor. 
These occupy portions of the cellar allotted to them. The women's 
sleeping quarters in the cellar is the most disgusting and inbiin»^ 
domicik that has been discovered in going th^ rounds of the f^^ 
lie institutions of New York city. In two long sections of ti>6 
cellar, insufficiently lighted and badly ventilated, incumbered W 
steam and other pipes, in dirty beds close together, the fifty-six wor^' 
house women sleep; and at the time of the visit they were seated oii 
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their beds. It was a Satnrday afternoon. The wooden floors were 
broken and out of repair, and a closet, the only one in nae by these 
■womea, projected from the wall into one of these sleeping places. 
Oue of the women when asked if the rats gave them tronble, replied, 
that to sleep there they had to get used to rats, because they ran alt 
over them at night. The chief of staff stated that they killed many 
rata every day, and kept two dogs for the purpose. This place is a 
reproach to the department. No one is in charge of these work- 
house women at night, at which time the door is locked upon them. 
Occasionally in going his rounds the watchman may look in to see if 
tbey are in order. The want of system and the neglect shown in the 
care of these poor creatnres is inexcusable. 

In the cellar are also two padded cells for use in cases of alcol^lism, 
etc. One of these had recently been in nse. It was found that in 
many places the wooden partitions appear, the padding being worn or 
torn off, and the cells are quite unsafe for use. 

This institution appeared to be more neglected by the department 
of Public Charities and Correction than any in its charge. 

It needs : 

1. Trained nurses. 

2. An ample supply of bedding and linen. 

3. New plumbing. 

4. To be rid of the chronic insane women. 

5. Decent sleeping acoramodations for the work-honse help. 

6. Well padded cells. 

Randall's Island Hospitals, etc. 
Visited by Oommissioners Stewart and Milhan, November 22, 1884. 

Capacity (inmates), 801. Census December 3X, 1884 : OEhcers, one; 
paid employes, twenty-five. Work-house help : Males, 22; females, 
42. 

Infant's Hospital. Inmates : MaJes, 120 ; Females, 231. Total 
351. 

Idiot Asylum. Inmates: Hales, 150; Females, 103. Total, 253. 

EpiUptio Hospital. Inmates : Females, 30. 

Branch Charity Hospital. Inmates: Males, 75; Females, -50. 
Total, 125. 

Insane Pavilion. Inmates : Males, 131. 

Grand total (inmates), 890. 

All the institutions above mentioned are nnder the charge of a 
physician who is called chief of staff. The most important of the 
buildings under his charge ie the Infant Hospital, which is ({uite an 
imposing structure built of brick and brown stone. Trained nurses 
have charge of its wards, which were cheerful and clean, bright with 
groviug plants, singing birds and wall decorations. The building is 
extremely well" kept and cared for, and is oue of the most pleasant to 
visit ol those under the charge of the commissioners. 

In an adjacent pavilion there were confined 131 insane men of the 
harmless class. They occupy a large covered building one story high, 
well lighted and ventilated, for an exercise room, and sleep in an 
adjoining three story structure. They were quiet and apparently in 
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good condition, bat the buildings Eeemed to be overcrowded and tii 
old and poor looking, though neat. 

In addition to these buildinga, there are a number of others in whick 
are confined incurable idiots of both Bexca, epileptics, etc. These pa- 
sons were sad looldng, bnt their treatment was kind, and thej i^ 
peared to be well cared for and contented. 

The general discipline of the island appeared to be good. Tbe 
grounds were well Kept, and the buildings, while old fashioned, 
presented a neat and home-like appearance. 

Alms-House, Bla.cswell'b Island. 
I Yieited b; Commissioner Stewart, December 29, 1884. 

Capacity (inmates) 1,310. Census, December 31,1884: Offioen, 
four; employes, 18. Work -house help : Males, 56; females, 86. In- 
mates : Males, 685 ; females, 726. Total, 1,410. 

Blind Department. Capacity (inmates) '. Employes four. In- 
mates : Ma1eB,,44 ; females, 41. Total, 85. 

Incurable Department. Capacity, . Employes, three. InmaM!: 
Males 53 ; females, 53. Total, 105. 

Grand total, 1,600. 

This ia one of the largest institutions in the charge of the Departmen: 
of Publio Charities and Correction. Its warden has been for miuij 
years in oflBce, and the excellence of his management and discipline ii 
everywhere apparent. The inmates are chiefly aged paupers "Jm 
remain in the institution until they die. It provides them with anw 
and comfortable home. 

On examination many of the beds they were found invariaWj 
clean and in good order. 

A striking feature of the census on the day of visitation was tbaU/ 
the inmates, 1301 were of foreign birth and only 102 native bora. 
These figures speak for themselves, and should emphasize the necessity 
of renewed efforts to stay the tide of foreign pauper immigration ta 
this country. 

The alms-house seems to be well managed under great disadvantaees, 
for some two hundred of the inmates, for lack of beds, are obligea to 
sleep upon the floor, and the work is mainly performed by workhoD* 
men and women. Considering these facts its condition is higtalT 
commendable. 

WoBK-HonsE, Blackwell's Island. 
Visited by Commissioner Stewart, December 29, 1884. 

Capacity (inmates) 1,078. Census December 31, 18S4 : Officers, l'- 
employes, 4. Work -house help, males, 3; females 15. Inm>t2E; 
Males 856; females, 582. Total, 1,438. 

This is the prison to which is committed, for short terms, the cIbs: 
of offenders from New York city who maybe included under the term! 
" drunk and disorderly." Its population is continually shifting, manr 
being discharged and many received every day. The construction of 
the building is that of a prison. The men and women occupy separate 
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wings and sleep on bunks, of which there are uauallj two or four ia 
a cell. 

A tborongb inspection of the bnilding was made and it was found 
in very good order; the bnu^s and cells clean. 

The men are employed in detached shops, in the repair of the build- 
ing, and in breaking stone which is used by the department for mak- 
ing new roads. All are obliged to do something. The women scrub 
the floors of both wings and all the cells, mend the clothes of the in- 
mates, etc. 

The onlv pnnishment in nse is the dark cell. 

Under tie system adopted by the department, a large proportion of 
the work-hooae prisoners are received there, and then assigned to work 
in the different institutions in the department. The superintendents of 
these institutions have the right to discharge work-house people 
sent to them at the expiration of their sentences. This system 
undoubtedly results in a saying to the tax-payers of the city, and ia of 
use in furnishing steady employment to the prisoners, which they 
might not get in the work-house. But these transferred prisoners 
should receive from the department greater care and attention than 
they have been given in the past ; for, generally speaking, they are 
uegleoted and badly accommodated everywhere in the department 
except in the work-bouse. 

Hart's Island. 
Visited by Commissioners Stewart and Milhau, December 4, 1884. 

Hart's Island is situated on the Sound at a distance of about twenty 
miles from the city. During war times it was occupied for military 
pnrj)oses, and theouildings then erected are now in use ; and from 
their size and shape, and their disposition about the island, it presents 
in parts somewhat the appearance of a military post. The island is 
extremely neat and orderly, and has been for many years under the 
management of the same warden. 

Upon the island are situated : 

(1.) The branch work-house. Capacity (inmates) 320. Census, 
• December 31, 1884 ; Officers 14 ; employes fl. Inmates : Males, 355 ; 
females, 18. Total, 273. 

The work-house prisoners occupy several of the old small buildings 
referred to above. The buildings are neat and clean, and the bunks 
in very good order, as also were the closets, dining-rooms, etc. The 
inmates are occupied in the erection of new buildings and repairing 
tjiose already in use, gardening, and in general improvements &bont 
the island. 

There is also on the island, 

(2.) A branch hospital. Capacity (inmates) 360. Census, December 
31, 1884 : Officers, 2 ; employes, 13. Work-house help : Males, 31. 
Inmates : Males, 125 ; females, 138. Total 363. 

The male wards are at the north end of the island near the branch 
work-house. Each ward occupied its own building. These are chiefly 
old pine wood strnctnres. They present a home-like, pleasant appear- 
ance, and are kept scrupnlonsly clean, both within and without.. 

The female wards are located at the south end of the island, and like 
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ij Me /State Board of Charities : 

In compliance with the resolatioa of the Board of Jannaiy 8, 1884, 
a motion of Oommiasioner Miller, direoduz me to visit the asylnms 
[ the counties exempt by the Board from the Willard Asylum Act, 
nd the jpoor-honses and alms-bonses of the other connties of the 
tate having the cnstodjf and care of insane, for the purpose of ex- 
mininz and inquiring into their condition, and securing the removal 
f any diatnrbea and tronblesome cases to the Willard and Bingham- 
on State Asylnms, and to communicate the results of such visits and 
samiaations to the Board, I beg respectfnlly to report: 

Uy time since then has been largelv devoted to this work, and dnr- 
Dg the year I have visited all of tne county asylums, poor-houaes 
.nd alms-houses of the State one or more times, and have carefully 
examined the insane in these institutions. The condition of the 
)ni1dingB, the means for warming, ventilation and bathing, the cloth- 
ng and diet for the insane, and the various methods for their super- 
vision and oversight have also been fully examined and noted. In 
oaking these visits I hava frequently been accompanied by the com- 
niasionerB in their respective districts, and the State Commissioner in 
Lunacy has also often accompanied me, and united with me in 
recommendations as to removals and other matters pertaining to the 
treatment and care of the insane. The attendance of the superin- 
tendents and visiting physicians, whenever practicable, has likewise 
been secured in these visits, and many of the improvements effected 
3aring the year, it will be seen, have been largely due to their interest 
and activity in the matter. 

The condition of the insane in each of the county asylums, poor- 
hoDses and alms-houses of the State at the time of my visits will 
now be noticed : 

Albany Cochtt. 

The Albany City Alms-House, which receives panpers, not only from 
the city, but also from the various towns of the county, was visited 
July 11, 1881. The insane department, a separate two story and 
basement brick building, then contained thirty-three inmates, viz., 
sixteen men and seventeen women. The county has over 250 chronic 
insane at the Willard and Binghamton State asylums, and it retains 
only theqniet and harmless class, the accommodations being for about 
forty snch patients. It employs one male and one female attendant, 
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the latter as matron. The insane under car«, at the time of m; n 
were mostly cases of long standing, and a large proportion of ii 
have been treated in State asjlnms. A number of uie men wen 
work npon the farm, and the domestic work of the institution is mi ' 
performed by the women. There were no cases in restraint, uid 
one causing trouble, viz., IiVederick Benesicker, a State fwuper. Thi 
man was violent, noisy and filthy, and I provided for his remonlw 
the Bingbamton State Asylum, where he was traneferred July It 
1684. 



Allsoaitt Couxty. 

The poor-house of this county was visited December 30, 1884. Ii 
consists of three detached frame cottages, the central one for the keew 
and bis fiamily, the left for males and the right for females. Xk 
baildingB are warmed by steam, have good bathing arrangemmts, wA 
an abnudaut water supply, and proper facilities for classificatiou oi 
separation of the sexes. They were completed and occupied cat^n 
this year, since which the old buildings nave been removed, and tfe 
grounds graded and well underdrained. The institution throaghnt 
was a model of cleanliness and good order, and apparent systemux 
management. The number of inmates was sixty-eight, about equb 
dividS between the sexes, most of whom were aged and inSrm. That 
■ were three women classed ae insane, two of whom were middle agei 
qiiiet and orderly chronic cases, and one, whose disease appeana tf 
recent date. The last, twenty-sis years old and unmarried, had bes 
an inmate only a few months, and was said to be retained at the i» 
quest of relatives. As she seemed to offer hopes of recovery mAt 
proper treatment, I communicated with the superintendent, advicu 
her removal to the Buffalo State Insane Asylum. Among the oliicr 
inmates were the following feeble-minded young women, viz., SaQ} 
Countryman, twenty-six years of age, admitted about eight years iffi. 
being enceinte. She soon after gave birth to a child in the poor-howt 
since deceased. She is clean in her person, and performs considenbh 
labor, but requires te be constantly overlooked. 

Margaret Doyle, aged twenty-four years, an inmate about ten yeiB. 
She w,as admitted enceinte, and her child, bom in the inBtitution, if 
provided for in a family. Her labor is of little value, since she is crip- 
pled in one of her hips. She is said £o be kept under close supervisioD. 

Sarah Whitney, thirty years old, and an inmate about nine yean 
She is of robust constitution, and is employed mainly in the wuh- 
house. She is watehed with great care, and, it is said, has thus f« 
been protected. As she is of very feeble intellect, she is quite likelj 
to fall, at the first opportunity that may occur. 

Lenora Hanley, twenty-five years of age, admitted about two yean 
ago, being enceinte. In a short time she gave birth to a child Wbicli 
has been provided for in a family. She works in the kitohen and u 
of considerable service, but is regarded as unsafe to trust at large. 

Mary Winslow, a fully developed and quite attractive girl, sixteen 
years old, an inmate about two months, her mother being also in the 
institution. For some time prior to her admission, she had been at 
service, and is said to have been enceinte, giving birth to a still bors 
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child. She had attended school and acquired a moderate edacation, 
but is of too feeble intellect for aelf protectioa. 

A carefnl oversight seemed to be extended orer these feeble-minded 
young women, b;^ the keeper and his wife, and thus far theyhaveeao- 
coeded in protecting them. They are, however, a souroe of constant 
watchfulness and care, and any relaxation of the efforts in their behalf 
would probably result in their further debasement and fall. I therefore 
commiinicated with the superintendent, advising him to take proceed- 
ings to secure their removal to the Newark Custodial Asylum when 
room offers. 

The farm connected with the poor-honee ia under eood cnltivation, 
and is said to have been very prodaotive this year. The institution has 
a large quantity and variety of vegetables raised upon the premises, 
which are well stored. The other supplies appeared to be abundant 
and proper. 

Broome Codntt, 

Visited January 34,1884, accompanied h^ Superintendent Payne. 
The insane then numbered seventy-two, viz,: Thirty-five men and 
thirty-seven women. Of these, two men aud three women were 
in the poor-house, and thirty-three men and thirty-four women in the 
asylum hnildings. We went through the aeylum buildings, and saw 
all of the patients. The men were generally quiet and orderly and 
none were in any form of restraint. A considerable number were in 
the front sitting-room, engaged in reading or indulging in games. 
There were two male attendants. The women's wards were very neat 
and cleao. About one-third of the women were in the front rooms of 
the first and secoud stories, and several were engaged in sewing, knitting 
etc. The others occupied ^e side day hall, or were in their rooms. 
None were confined or in any manner resti'ained. The day was cold 
and inclement, but the rooms and halls were warm and comfortable. 
The removal of the high board fences, as contemplated by the superin- 
tendent, has not been effected, owing to the winter setting in before 
the work could be accomplished. The materials for the new fences 
which Bi-e to be of ordiuary pickets, are ready, and the chan^, it was 
said, will be made as soon as the weather permits. The hospital build- 
ing is being remodeled by i-aising the ceiling to twelve feet, putting; in 
larger windows, and adapting it to better ventilation. The foundations 
of a single stoiy building, 34 by 33 feet, for adult male idiots and ex- 
tremely demented insane, are laid, and it will be put up as soon as the 
season admits. It will contain six single rooms, with a day-room, and 
an attendants' room. There seemed no necessity to advise the removal 
of any insane. 

Visited March 18, 1884, accompanied by Superintendent Payne. 
Since my last visit there have been admitted two men and one woman, 
all of whom are chronic cases coming direct from families. The num- 
ber in the asylum department was seventy, viz. : Thirty-five men and 
thirty.five women, and there were two men and three women classed 
as insane, in the poor-house, thus making a total of seventy-five. 
During my visit, the insane were given their supper, consisting of an 
abundance of good milk, bread and sauce, and tea for those who de- 
sired it. Every patient, both male and female, was at the tables. 
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There waa an entire absence of restraint, and bat little noise or 
sion. I went through the building and found the halls and rDom 
clean and in good order. An additional male attendant has recenil' 
been employra. 

Visited May 10, 1881, in company with Superintendent Payoe 
Dr. Richards, attending physician. The changes in the insane, ! 
my last visit, March 18, 188i, had been as follows : Discharged, tn 
men and one woman to the care of their friends, and ttdtnitteil 
one man, an aged chronic case, and one woman, also ^cd, brongiii 
direct from their homes. The Utter bad been at the State Eoiat- 
pathic Asylum, but for the past seven years she was in family cart 
Both were quiet and harmless, and said to give no trouble. The vholi 
namber of insane was seventy-four, viz.: Thirty-six men and tMn;- 
eight women. Of these, thirty-four men and thirty-five womeu were in 
the asylum buildings, and two men and three women iu the poor-lwns; 
department. Four disturbed and troublesome idiots, heretofore assoeii- 
ted with the insane men, bare been removed to a detached buildi[ig,re- 
cently fitted up for them, and placed under the charge of a p>iJ 
attendant, who also has the oversight and care of a number of filtbj i»^ 
repulsive male inmates in the same building. Arrangements for mth- 
ing, separate closet accommodations, etc., are being made for tbn 
classes, and when thego ore completed, they will greatly relieve H( 
poor-house and asylum departments. The insane, at the time of b' 
visit, were very quiet and orderly, and no cases were in any form of 
restraint. Since my last visit, the high hoard fences at the rear oF 
the asylum buildings have been torn down, and the exercise groaais 
have been enlarged, and inclosed with picket fences, as previooslj 
recommended. The asylum privies have been removed further from 
the buildings, and reconstructed upon better plans, and imprana 
facilities for bathing have been effected. The poor-house departmeol 
for males has recently been repaired, with enlarged separate day-rooiM 
and rendered much more comfortable. The dinner for the insane ■» 
being prepared during my visit It consisted of boiled salt pork, 
boiled potatoes, stewed parsnips and bread and tea. The iastitntion 
has an abundance and variety of well preserved vegetables, cultival« 
and raised upon the farm, which is apparently well tilled, and large'? 
productive. 

Visited July 24, 1884, accompanied by commissioners Miller sd^ 
Oraig, and the State Commissioner in Lunacy. In the interval linw 
my last visit Maj 10, 1884, the following chaages have occurred in tt^ 
insane: Received, five men and two women ; discharged, two menaM 
two women; transferred to the detached building for filthy idiot8,foiir; 
died, one, an aged woman. There were still five insane — two him 
and three women — in the poor-house department, thus makinga tot^ 
of seventy- five under care, viz. : Thirty-eight men and thirtj-sevei 
women. There were no excited or violent patients, nor any cases i^ 
restraint. The rooms were <!lean, and the beds and bedding ing<N> 
order. There is a lack of proper bathing facilities in the ward fo^ 
filthy idiots, but Superintendent Payne, who accompanied us, said tb> 
this should be remedied. The means for bathing the insane aresiap'^ 
and convenient, and the water supply abundant. We did not coneioe^ 
it necessary to advise any removals. 

Visited December 4, 1884, accompanied by Superintendent Psjut 
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'he nnmber of inBanewas seventy-five, the same aa last reported, viz.: 
Q the asylum buildings, men thirty-four; women thirty-six; in the 
oor-houee, men two, women three. " My visit was at an eaily hour, 
nd the insane were observed at their oreakfaHt. This consisted of 
:esh beef, boiled potatoes, breiid and butter and tea, or coffee for those 
(lat preferred it. The patients were al! at the tables except three, and 
le meal was well served and partaken -of in a quiet and orderly man- 
or. There was one temporarily violent woman, in the restraint of a 
rather muff; the others were at liberty and well-behaved. Two 
dditional atteodants have recently been employed, thus making three 
lale and three female attendants. The rooms and halls were in good 
rder and the patients comfortably clothed and olean. The institntion 
as a large supply of vegetables raised upon the farm, and well stored 
ir the nee of the inmates. 

Cattaraugus County. 

Visited February 6, 1884, accompanied by Dr. King, attending 
ihysician. The number of insane then in the care of the county was 
ifty-four, as follows: In the asylum cottages, twenty-live men and 
wenty-two women ; in the poor-house department, two men and five 
vomen. Since January first, one woman — Suaan Teeker— a violent, 
lotsy and filthy patient, has been transferred to the Willard Asylum. 
Dhe cases under care were generally mild and harmless, comfortably 
ilothed and clean, and free from restraint. During the past year, 
be steam heating arrangements have been remodeled, and are 
low said to be adequate to warm the buildings properly in the 
:oldest weather. They were warm and comfortable at the time 
)f my visit, though the day was cold and inclement. The dinner, 
lerved daring my stay, consisted of fried fresh pork, boiled potatoes, 
:nr!iips and cabbage, and bread and tea. The employee are, one male 
ind one female attendant, and a female cook. Until within a few 
lays, there had been two female attendants, and Superintendent Truby, 
ffho was present, assured me that another female attendant would be - 
smployed as soon as one suitable could he secured. I did not deem it 
leoessary to advise any removals. 

Visited Juno 10,1884. ^Siocemylast visit February 6, 1884, there had 
)eeD admitted one mauand one woman, both chronic casesfrom families. 
One of the men in the poor-house department had recovered so aa to 
;o to his home, and one, 75 years old, had died. This left 54 insane 
joder care, viz.: In the cottages 26 men and 33 women, and in the 
?oor-honse five women. An additional female attendant has been 
:mployed since my last visit. The interior walla of the cottage have 
recently been cleaned and painted, and the ceilings whitened. At the 
time of my arrival, the insane were nearly all out of doors, the men at 
work, and the women enjoying a walk in company with one of the 
tttendant«. It was said that twelve of the men are good farm hands, 
md that nearly all of them do more or less work. The dinner, served 
lariog my visit, consisted of boiled and fried salt pork, boiled potatoes, 
bread and bntter and tea. All the insane were at the tables escept 
one, a woman temporarily sick. Ko cases were in restraint, and the 
mstitution Was clean and in good order. 
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The Caynga Connty Poor-HouBo was visited September 26, 18&4, 
accompaniea by SuperintetidetiE, Olnistead. Its inmates theo uant- 
bered 85, about two-thirda of whom were males. Most of these we^ 
aged, infirm and feeble persons, of whom 17, — ten malea andaeveii 
females — wei-e in the hospital department. These were generallj 
suffering with chronic diseases, and offered little or no hopes o! 
recovery. The number of insane was 80, viz, ; Nine men aod V. 
women. All were quiet and harmless chronic cases, several of tbea 
of long standing. They occupy a rear wing, and have separiite table 
for each sex. Of the men, five are classed as fair out-door worker;, 
and three of the women as good domestic laborers. There were an 
cases in restraint or seclnsion, and it seemed nnnecessary to recom- 
mend any removals. Tho county has about 100 insane in StaB 
institutions, of whom 30 are acute, and 70 chronic cases, the lattfi 
being mostly at the Willard Asylum. The institution was clean aiiJ 
orderly, and the yai-da and grounds in good condition. The farmie 
under good cultivation, and the crops are said to have been abaadani 

Chautauqua County. 

The asylum of this county was visited March 31, 18S4. My arriii 
was at the dinner hour, and the insane were first observed at theL' 
meal. This consisted of vegetable soup, boiled salt pork, boiled pott- 
toes, and bread and butter and tea. All of tho patients, except one. 
8 consumptive woman, were seated at the tables, and the meal »s3 
served and partaken of iu a quiet and orderly manner. The number 
of insane was 83, of whom 3? were men, and 46 women. After theii 
dinner, I went through all the wards and rooms, and saw every inmatt 
They were well clothed and clean, and there were no noisy nor dis- 
turbed cases. The rooms were clean, and the beds and bedding cocn- 
forteble and in good order. In the afternoon, 2G of the men, ander 
the charge of an attendant, were employed in sawing, splitting ani 
piling wood in the yard, of wiiich there was a large supply. A coD- 
sider&blo number oi the women were engaged in sewing, anditwij 
said that they make and mend most of their clothes- The paid force 
of the asylum comprises the keeper, his wife as matron, two male and 
two female attendants, and a cook. There were no insane in any fono 
of restraint or seclusion. It was not deemed necessary to advise as; 
removals. 

Visited June 10, 1884, in company with Dr. Taylor, county soper- 
intendent of the poor. The changes in the asylum departmeni 
since my last visit, March 31, 1884, had been as follows : Admitted 
four men and five women, chronic cases, sent from their homes; dis- 
charged improved and sent to their families, four men and one woman ; 
transferred to the Buffalo State Asylum, one man ; died, three, twool 
whom were aged women, and one was a young woman with hysteriral 
mania. This left eighty-three under care — thirty-sis men, fortj-sevec 
women — as against thirty-seven men and forty-sis women, ivlreu list 
reported. At the time of my visit, it was stormy, so that the patienli 
wore all in-doors. Oiie case, a woman transferred last winter D-om lie 
Buffalo State Asylum, was noisy and quite troublesome. The others 
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wore qitieband orderly, and no casea were in any mannei' restrained. 
The institution throughout was clean, the insane were welt clothed, 
and their beds, bedding, etc, in good condition. 

Visited November 6, 1884, accompanied by Superviaora Boobataver 
and Marvin, of the commitlee of the board on the affairs of the poor 
house. Tho changes iu the insane since my laat visit, June 10, 1884, 
had been as follows; Admitted, seventeen men and five women, chronic 
cases, mostly from their homes, some of whom had been inmates 
before ; discharged to the care of relatives, seven men and six women ; 
absconded, two men and one woman ; died, one, an aged woman. Of 
those absconded, the woman and one man found their way to their 
homes, and are now being provided for by their relatives ; and the 
whereabouts of tho other man is unknown. Of those discharged, 
*one soon after committed suicide, but the others are, said to be harm- 
less and quiet, and generally doing well. The number under care at 
the time of our visit was eighty-eight, viz. : Forty-four men and forty- 
four women, as against thirty-sis men and forty-seven women when 
last reported. We went through the entire building and carefully ex- 
smined every patient. One case, an aged woman, was iu the restraint 
of a leather muff ; the others were at liberty in the day-rooms, and a 
considerable number of the women were engaged in sewing and knit- 
ting. One woman was industriously spinning wool, and apparently 
did her work well. A few of the men were at work upon the farm, 
hut the inclement weather kept most of them in-doors. Thebnilding 
throughout was clean and in good condition, and the patients well 
olotbed and comfortable. The supplies were abundant, inclnding a 
large variety and quantity of well stored vegetables, raised upon the 
farm, and cultivated mainly by the insane. There is a total lack of 
recoidsof the insane, bot& on the part of the keeper and the attending 
physician. In an interview with Superintendent Taylor, after our 
visit, he stated that suitable books were being prepared, and that a 
proper system of records would soon be instituted. The poor-house 
was found clean aud in good condition, and the supplies ample aud 
proper. The inmates were almost entirely aged, infirm and helpless, 
and apparently objects of public charity. 

Ohehuno Co0HTT. 
The poor-house of this county was visited July 35, 1884, when it 
contained forty-eight inmates, viz.: Twenty-eight males and twenty 
females. The buildings are plain wooden structures, in fair condition, 
aud were clean. The inmates were mostly aged, and many of them 
infirm and heWeas, There were no insane, and no children over two 
years of age. The only cases to excite special attention were the fol- 
lowing: An imbecile, paralyticyoung man, committed by the Recorder 
from Elmira, as a vagrant, was chained to a ball, to prevent hia escape. 
He had been thus committed twice before with brief intervals, remain- 
ing each time sis months. I communicated with the superintend- 
ent, advising him to bring his case to the attention of the county 
judge, with the view of securing his removal to the Willard Asylum. 
"The other cases were an epileptic boy, sixteen years old, and a feeble- 
minded, deaf-muf« woman — Jenette P. Lewis — aged tliirty-two years. 
The latter seemed to be a proper subject for the Newark Custodial 
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Asylam, and I recommended the supGiintendent to apply (or her ad- 
mission to that institatioQ whenever spare room is offered. 

CHENAxao County. 

Visited March 38, 1884. The asylum department then contained 
forty-two inmates. Of these sixteen were men, and twenty-six women. 
Iwentover theentire building, and saw everypatient. Two men wereia 
bed on account of sickness, one Buffering from disease of the Innga, and 
one from general debility, being also epileptic. No cases were in reBtrwD; 
or seclusion. The building througUout was clean, and the patieote 
were comfortably clothed, quiet and order!)". Since the commence- 
ment of the year, one man — David R. Carrier — a violent and trouble- 
some patient, brought from the Middletown State Asylum, has bees 
removed to the State Asylum at Binghamton, in accordance with mv 
recommendation. I did not consider it necessary to recommend fur- 
ther removals. 

Visited June 20, 1884. There had been no admissions of insaee 
since my last visit, March 28, 1884. During this interval, the two 
men referred to in my last report, one suffering from disease of the 
lungs, and one a feeble epileptic, had died; and one man and tva 
women had gone to their homes improved. This left thirty-seven 
patients under care as against forty-two when last reported, viz.: 
Twelve men and twenty-five women. Of these, two extremely aged 
women were confined to their beds ; the others were at liberty in the 
halls or on the grounds. There was one filthy, bnt no noisy orviolent 
cases. The rooms, beds, bedding, etc., were clean and in good order. 
An addition 14 by 26 feet, to the keeper's department, which' is no* 
small and inconvenient, is being erected, and it will also afford room 
for a few more patients if needed. Some of the division partitions are 
being removed and the rooms enlarged, affording more light and better 
ventilation. I commnnicated with the superintendent, advising the 
employment of another female attendant and a re-adjustment of tbe 
patients, so as more effectually to separate the sexes and isolate tero- 
porarily disturbed and noisy cases, as occasion may require. The poor- 
house department contained seventy-three inmates and was clean and 
in good condition. The supplies were of good quality, and incloded 
an abundance of -vegetables grown upon the farm. 

Clinton County. 
This county poor-house was visited November 13,18S4,Snperinteud- 
eutVanghan accompanying me. Its entire inmates then numbered 
eighty-two, viz.: Tbirty-uine males and forty-three females. Included 
among these were twelve insane men and twenty-two insane women, 
occupying separate wards in the building, which is a brick structnrein 

food condition, and comfortable. All the men were qnietand at liberty, 
ut it was said that two of them require restraint at times, and two 
are filthy in their persons and habits. Six have been treated at State 
asylums, and returned as incurable. Two wera classed as good farm 
laborers, and three do more or less work in and about the house. Of 
the women, thirteen had been at State asylums, and nine were admitted 
directly from their homes, suffering in the chronic stage of the dieease. 
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Two were represented as frequentlybeing very violent, but no cases were 
in restraint. Three were claased'as filthy, and two as epileptic. Only 
four labor to any extent. There are only two paid attendants, one for 
each sex, and there is a great need of another female attendant which 
"the superintendent said he would endeavor to supply. The interior 
walla of the building had recently been cleaned and whitened, and the 
beds, bedding and furnishing were in good condition. The institution 
has a full stock of vegetables, cultivated and grown upon the farm and 
properly stored for the use of the inmates. 

Columbia County, 
The poor>house of this county was visited February 30, 1884, when 
itainmatea numbered 215, about thi-ee-fonrthe of whom were males. 
A few of these were in middle life, but most of them wore aged and 
infirm. The asylum department contained twenty-seven inmates, viz.: 
Thirteen men and fourteen women. The insane were mostly aged, and 
two of the men and three of the women had for along time been poor- 
house inmates. There was one woDian — Margaret King — 30 years 
old, an inmate about eight months, violent and noisy,-and also an 
epileptic, whom I advised to be sent to the Biughamton State Asylum. 
The others were qui6t, harmless cases, and there seemed no necessity 
for further removals. The institution thcoughout was clean and in 
good order. 

Cor,tland County. 
The insane department of the poor-house of this county was visited 
Match 2S, 1884, in company with Superintendent Murray, when it , • 
contained thirty inmates, viz.: Fourteen men arid sixteen women. 
One of these, a woman, was a recent case, awaiting removal to tho 
State Lunatic Asylum. The others were all chronic insane, and there 
were no cases in I'eatraintor secltiaion. They were at supper upon 
my arrival, and all of the patients except one, an epileptic, were at 
the tables. The meal consisted of warm raised biscuits and butter, 
stewed potatoes, tea and milk, and it was partaken of in a quiet and 
orderly manner. The varieties of food at each meal, are entered in a 
hook kept for the purpose, and the number of patients at the tables is 
also recorded. During the past winter, the interior of the building 
has been repainted, and the halls enlivened by bright variegated colors, 
and the walls have been hnng with inexpensive pictures, maps, etc. 
A billiard table for the men has also been extemporized by the keeper, 
■which, it is said, affords tliem much pleasure. On the 20th of Janu- 
ary, 1884, a death occurred in the institution, by hanging. This pa- 
tient — George H. Pennoyer — was formerly at the State Lunatic 
Asylum, and discharged, not cured. Since discharged, ho had been 
much of the time in family care, but was occasionally in thecounty 
asylum, being last re-admitted in November, 1883. It was learned, 
after hie death, that he luid twice attempted suicide at his home, but 
the officers of the institution were not informed of the fact. I care- 
fully inquired into the circumstances attending his death, and be- 
lieve the ofiBcers and attendants free from any blame in the matter. 
Visited June 21, 1884, There had been no admissions or dischar- 
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ges since in; last vieit, March 20, 18S4. In the interval one woms: 
bad been removed, thus leaving twenty-nine nnder caro as Againsl 
thirty when last reported. Of these, fonrteen were men and fifteen 
women. One woman, an extremely troublesome patient, was in 
the restraint of a mnfl. I advised the removal of this woman las' 



year, but her aged father, who pays for her support, begged thatEbi- 
might be retained, and the removal was not effected. She ia grestij 
en^ebled, and requires almost cooBtant oversight. As the saperviaiob 
and care seemed adequate, I did not further urge her removal. The 
others were quiet, orderly cases, and given large liberty. At the time 
of my visit they were all at liberty, and most of them oat of doors. 
The men are generally good farm laborers. 

Delaware Oouhtt. 

The poor-bouse of this county was visited October 25, 1884. h 
then contained forty-one inmates, viz.: Eighteen males and twenty- 
threo females, most of whom were aged, infirm and helpless. Of these, 
six males and two females occupy the old detached asylnm bnilding li 
night, being thus separated because of their filthy and offensive habiu 
Most of them, however, have access to the main, building during the 
day. The only insane was one quiet, harmless woman, an inmate 
several years, and a fair laborer. The sexes have separate tables, and 
there is no oommunication with each other, either day or nigbl 
The building throughout was clean and in good order, with thorough 
drainage, proper heating facilities, and an abundant water aapplj. 
The farm is under good cultivation, and the institution well stored 
with vegetables and other products for winter use. 

Ddtchess County. 

This county poor-house wns visited February 19. 1884. It then 
sheltered 140 inmates, about two-thirds of whom were males. Tbesc 
were mostly aged and feeble persons, and a large part of them, espec- 
ially the femaks, were confined to their rooms. There were but twc 
— both women — classed as insane. One of these works in thokitcheD, 
and the other, in advanced life, ia a quiet and harmless case. Ther« 
was one feeble-minded young girl, who had beeu twice placetT out in 
families but returned, and I advised the superintendent to secure her 
removal to the Newark Custodial Asylum, whenever room offers. The 
building was warm and comfortable, and the rooms, beds and beddiug 
were clean and in good order. The dianer, served during my visit, 
was a substantial and well prepared meal. 

Visited July 18, 1884, with the State Commissioner in Lunacy, anJ 
Benson J. Lossing of the local visiting committee, and Dr. Sidnev 
Henry^ attending physician, were also present. The iumatea then 
numbered seventy-eight, over two-thirds of whom were males, mostly 
in advanced life. A large proportion of the females were also aged. 
The only insane were two women, the same as last reported. Smce 
my last visit, the superintendent has made a change in the keeper, 
and he has also employed a matron, whose entire time is to be devoted 
to the general oversight of the institution. The inmates are generally 
infirm, and many of them sloven and untidy, needing constant super- 
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vision to maintain proper cleanlinesa and order. It is believed that 
the employment of the uiatron, wheo she shall have become fully 
established in her duties, will result in marked improvement in' the 
institution, and a saving of mach more than her wages in its manage- 
ment. 

The Poughkeepaie city alma-house was visited July 17, 1884, in 
company with Commiasioner Carpenter and 'the State Commissioner 
ill Lunacy. The institution is a commodious, well planned brick 
baildtiig, with good facilities for heating, ventilation and bathing, as 
well as for the separation and classification of the eexes. It receives 
and provides for the poor of the city and town of Poughkeepsie, which 
are exempt from any expenses in connection with tiie couuty poor- 
house. Its management is vested in a board of alms-house commis- 
sioners, the immediate charge being given to a superintendent, who 
also administers out-door refief to the poor of the town and city. At 
the time of our visit, the institution contained sixty-flve inmates, the 
majority being males. They were generally aged and infirm persons, 
a considerable number being hospital cases, with various chronic ail- 
ments. TJie city sends most of its acnte sick poor and surgical patients 
to the St. Barnabas Hospital, to which it makes moderate yearly appro- 
piiations. The only insane were two men and threo women, all being 
of the harmless chronic class. They domicile with the other inmates, 
and it is said do considerablo labor. The institution was, in every 
part, clean and well ordered, and bore throughout, evidences of care- 
ful supervision and good management. 

Erie Couhtt. 
The insane asylum of this county was visited March 30, 1884. 
The census then showed 373 inmates, viz.: One hundred and 
thirty-five men, and 138 women. There were vacant accommoda- 
tions for about twenty patients. The day was inclement, and most 
of the insane were in-doors. I went through all the halls and rooms 
and saw all of the patients. There were several noisy cases on one 
of the halls, but no extremely violent ones. The only case in 
restraint was John Dunn, a State pauper, recently committed. He 
was represented to be suicidiil, and his hands were coiiflnod by a 
leather muff. As he was said to be thus restrained most of the 
time, I arranged for his removal to the Buffalo State asylum. 
There were threo children in the institution — two boys and one 
girl — all epileptic and feeble-minded. The walls were being 
whitened, and some alterations and improvements were being made 
in the closets and batlv-rooms. The buildings throughout were 
clean, the pationts comfortably clothed, and the bedding was in 

food condition. On the first of February, 1884, Dr. Charles A. 
;ing was appointed resident physician of the asylum, and placed in 
sole charge so far as the medical care of the insane is concerned, and 
also given full control of the attendants and employes of the institu- 
tion. The paid force under his direction, are : An assistant keeper, 
a matron, six male and seven female attendants, one male, and ono 
female nurse, one laundry woman, one female cook, and an engineer 
and assistant. The resident physician was temporarily absent at the 
time of my visit. An examination showed that full records of tha 
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condition of the insaue, the amount and kind of restraint ia use, etc., 
are daily maintainod, A proper case-book and a hospital preacripdot 
register are also kept. 

visited June 12, 1884, ia company with Commisaioner Letchworih. 
The cliangea in tlie asvlam department since my last report, Marcli 
20, 1884, have been as follows : Admitted thirty-two; discharged ten: 
absconded one ; died eight. This left 286 under care, as agaiast 2?j 
when last visited. Of those discharged, three Trcre transferred to tk 
BuSnIo State Asylum, including John Dunn, State pauper, before re- 
ferred to ; six had gone to their homes improved ; and one, a l>oj, had 
been returned to an orphan asylum from which he had escaped. Font 
of those who died were aged persons; two were epilepucs ; oaebd 
long been feeble and infirm ; and one was a consumptive. The asrloa 
has spare room for two men and eight women. It was eaid (batoa 
attempts at suicide or homicide had been made, nor had any accid^nti 
occurred since laafc I'eported. Of those under care, thirteen — ei|it 
men and five women — were hospital cases. The men throughout veie 
generally quiet and orderly, hut there were several disturbed and aaa 
women. No cases were in restraint. The records show that on tli 
day previous to onr visit, the total uamber of hours work perfonBfd 
by the patients was 984. Tifty-seven were mentally and twenty phja- 
cally nnable to labor, and twentv-three refused to work. The men,it 
the time of our visit, were largely out of doors, but the women were 
mostly in the.building. We urged that these be more generally taken 
out, and allowed greater freedom. 

Essex Countt. 
This county poor-house was visited November 11, 1884, accompanied 
by Superintendent Hott Its inmates then were seventy, viz. : Thirtj 
males and forty females. Included with these were five men and seveo 
women, classed as insaue, all of whom were chronic cases. They oc- 
cupy rooms in common with the other inmates, and, it was said, cause 
no trouble. Three of the men are good farm laborers, and fourol 
the women do more or less kitchen and other domestic work. There 
were no cases in restraint or seclusion, and all were qniet and orderlj. 
Three of the men and two of the women have been treated at State 
asylums, and seven were admitted direct from their homes, in &t 
chronic stage of the disease. The other inmates were mostly aged, 
infirm and helpless persons. There was one feeble-minded young 
woman, a proper subject for the Newark Custodial Asylum, and the 
superintendent was advised to apply for her admission to that institu- 
tion, when room offered. The buildings throughout werecleanand in 
good order, and the inmates apparently well provided for. Fourteen 
cows are kept upon the farm, the products from which are consumed 
in the institution. The supply of vegetables, raised upon the premises, 
was properly stoi-ed, and appeared to be folly adequate. 

Franklin- OociTTY. 
The poor-house of this county was visited November 13, 1884, ac- 
companied by Suportnteudcnt Hadley. Its inmates then numbered 
Bizty-four, of whom ten were insane, viz. : One man and nine womeo. 
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The man ia aged, quiet and harmless, and haa been continuonalY in 
the iustitation fifty-four years. One of the women ia an epileptic, 
and at times quite diaturbed. Three are very good laborers, and were 
engaged in domestic work. Two cause more or less trouble and may 
require removal. There was one feeble-minded bov, a proper subject 
for the State Idiot.Asylum, and I adviBed the s u perm tend en t to bring 
this caao to the attention of the authorities of that institution. Break- 
fast was served during my visit, which consisted of fried pork, boiled 
potatoes, and bread and butter, with tea or coffee, in accordance with 
individual desires. The inside walla were being whitened, and the 
house was clean and in good order. The institution waswell supplied 
with vegetables grown upon the farm, and fourteen cowa are keptupon 
the premises, the products from which are consumed by the inmates. 

Fulton Counti". 
Visited the poor-house of thia county. May 28, 1884. It then 
sheltered fifty-six pauper inmates, viz.: Twenty-four males and thirty- 
two females. They were generally aged,, imbecile, or otherwise in- 
firm and helpless, but two were feeble-minded young girls, proper 
Bubjecta for the !Newark Custodial Asylum. There were five cases — 
two men and three women — classed as insane. One of the men was 
said to be a good farm hand ; the other ia intirm and unable to work. 
The women are all demented cases, and their labor is of little or no 
acconnt. The insane associate with the other inmates, and receive no 
special attention. The house does not admit of classification, nor is 
there an effectual separation of the sexes, cither in or out of doors. 
The inmates were at their evening meal, at the time of my visit, which 
consisted of bread and' butter and milk with tea for those who desired 
it. The superintendent feeds and clothea the paupers at $1.75 per 
week, and haa the products of the farm, compriaing about 100 acres. 
The building is furnished and kept in repair by the county. Its in- 
terior wood-work has recently been painted and the halls whitened, 
and other slight improvements have been effected. The house through- 
out was clean and in as good order aa was practicable, and the farm 
apparently under good cultivation. I did not consider it necessary 
to-advise the removal of any of the insane. There were no children 
under two years of age in the institution. 

Genesee County. 
The poor-house of this county was visited May ;!, 18S4. Its inmates 
then numbered sixty-eight, about two-thirds bein^ males. They were 
mostly aged and Infirm persons, and several were helpless and bed- 
ridden. In May, 1883, I recommended the removal of twelve violent, 
disturbed and filthy insane from the poor-house of thia county to the 
Willard Aaylum, the building occupied by them having become wholly 
nnfitforuse. This recommendation was sustained by the commis- 
Bioner of the district, and also by the State Commissioner in Lunacy, 
who subsequently visited the institution with me. During the year, 
seven of these insane were thus removed, and two were taken away 
and provided for by their relatives. This left three caaes in the in- 
Btitntion, viz.: WilhamL. Spaulding, Emma Main and Betsy Walkley. 
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The latter, in the delay occnrrine, was severely Injured in the hip, 1^ 
a fall, and is permanently crippled. The other two were paying patientw 
and the stiperin tendon ts informed me, Kovember 1, 1883, thattbv 
friends had been requested to remove them From the ingtitation. Ik 
my visit, I found these cases still in the poor-honse, and as their ad- 
dition was in uo wise improved, I communicated with the sapeiii^ 
tendents, again advising Hud urging their removal. In addition to 
these, there were three other cases in the institution, all meD,ciaset 
as insane. One has been an inmate several years, most of the Hu 
employed upon the farm, and regarded as a good laborer. Of late, ba 
has twice wandered away, and at the time of my visit, his legs wae 
confined by iron shackles to prevent his escape. The other two w«t 
qniet, demented cases, recently admitted, and said to cans© no tronUe. 
The poor-house was clean, and the supplies were abundant and of good 
quality. The older building needs considerable repairs, and nuaai 
should be devised for a better classiScation, and more effectual sepuv 
tion of the sexes. The asylum structure is greatly dilapidated, being 
actually unsafe, and beyond the possibility of repairs. 

Visited August 8, 18S4, accompanied by Commissioner Letchwor* 
and the State Commissioner in Lunacy, the superintendents of the 
poor being also present. The chief objects oE the visit were, to oonler 
with the superintendents in regard to certain, necessary repairs to tbe 
buildings, and there-arrangement of the inmates, so as to separate the 
sexes and secure a better classification. At present the associationit 
almost unrestricted, with its attendant evils. The plans by which to 
accomplish these objects were substantially agreed upon, and they will 
probably soon be carried out, at onlya moderate outlay. A well planned 
and thorough system of drainage has been effected during theyear. Th« 
. number of mmatcs at the time of our visit was 59, about two-thirds ot 
whom were males. There was no change requiring notice, ia resp^t 
to the few remaining insane. The building occupied by them u 
dilapidated beyond repair, and hardly tenable. The farm is under 
good cultivation and highly productive, and the garden, which baa 
been enlarged during the year, contained a large variety and aa abnnd- 
ance' of vegetables for the use of the institution. 

Geeene County. 

This county erected a new poor-honse in 1883, which was occnpied 
near the close of the year. It is a two-story brick building, havings 
front of 140 feet, audadepth in the center of 5G feet, and in the wings 
of 46 feet. It stanja on the site of the old poor-house, and has accom- 
modatioos for about 100 inmates. The entire cost, including furnaeis, 
etc., is said to liave been about 916,000. A wooden building ts being 
fitted up at the rear for Hlthy, idiotic and demented cases, which are 
now in an old dilapidated, detached structure, also used at times for 
insane. Its completion will enable a division of the rear grounds, so 
as to separate the sexes when out of doors ; they now mingle unte- 
striotedly. 

At the time of my viait, May 30, 1884, the institution containfJ 
67 inmates, viz.: Thirty-seven males and 30 females. Included among 
these were eight insane — four men and four women. Three of the 
men were quiet and apparently h:irmlei'8, and two of them were eaiJ 
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> be good farm laborers. The other — Thomaa Chapman — aged 72 
etira, had been an inmate only a short time, having been inaauein 
imilj care several years. He attempted suicide before hiB admiasion, 
t filthy, slovenly, and unsafe to be left alone. The only attendant 

> a pauper inmate, who also has the charge of several filthy, agod, de- 
lented men. I communicated with the eupenntendent advising the 
emoval of this man to the Binghamton State Asylum. 

Two of the insane women occupy rooms in common with the other 
amates, and, it was said, cause no trouble. The other two were in 
he old detached building referred to, and I advised their removal to 
he Binghamton State Asylum, viz.; 

Eosetta&illion, a widow, 63 years of age, an inmate about ten years, 
laving never been at any State asylum. She was confined in a small 
joorly ventilated, dark room, and seeks every opportunity to escape, 
f given her liberty. She ia filthy and untidy in her person, and at 
.imes, it was stated, noisy and turbulent. 

Harriet Earl, a married woman, 50 years old, discharged from the 
Fludaon River State Hospital about five years ago. Since then she has 
been three times in the poor-house, suffering with paroxysms of great 
ixcitement and violence, returning to herfamily as they subsided. She 
was last readmitted April 25, 1884, and since then had 'constantly been 
confined in a small ill-CQuditioned room. She was extremely noisy 
and violent, and wholly unfit to be at large without an attendant. 

Herkimer Codntt, 
I visited the poor-house of this county February 23, 1884, in com- 
pany with Dr. A. T. Brown, attending pnysician. The number of in- 
sane then was 34, viz.: Eighteen men and 16 women. The men oc- 
cupy a rear wing, and the women are on the wards with the other 
inmates. The sleeping apartments of the latter are In the third story. 
All of the insane were quiet, chronic cases, and there were none m 
any form of restraint. Two male and two female attendants are em- 
ployed. The house is well planned, properly warmed and ventilated, 
and has good bathing facilities. The furnishing is plain but comfor- 
table, and the institution throughout, at the time of my viait, waa 
clean and in good order. A large proportion of the inmates were aged, 
infirm and hapless peraons, including a number of hospital cases, for 
which there are good accommodations for both sexes. 

jEFFERaoN County. 
Visited the poor-house of this county, Pebniary 37, 1884. The in- 
sane department then contained 43 chronic inaano pationts, of whom 
eight were men and 34 women. One of the men — Sylvanus Jeffries 
— had recently become sullen and morose, and a few days previous to 
my visit attempted the life of an aged inmate, by striking him a heavy 
blow on the head, inflicting a severe, but not dangerous scalp wound. 
He waa confined to his room, refused to converse, and was regarded as 
unaafetobeatlarge. The superintendenthad concluded to transfer him 
to the Willard Asylum, and I advised him to lose no time in making 
the removal. The other patients, bolh male and female, were quiet 
and orderly, and there were no cases in restraint or seclusion. The 
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rooms and halls were clean, the patients comfortably clothed, and " 
beds and bedding tidy and in good order. 

Visitoi May ^1, 1SS4. The chaDges in the insane since myk 
visit, February 27, 1884, had been as follows: Admitted, one man- 
Benjamin Hinds — an aged, demented, helpless person, who had bet. 
for several years insane in family care. He was soon removed to u I 
Willard Aaylum, and Sylvanus Jeffries, referred to in my last vis-J 
was also, at the same time, thus removed. There had been nl 
changes in the women, so that the number of patients under care « 
41, VIZ : .Seven men and 34 women, as against 42 when lost repor^l 
The men were all qutet and harmless cases; two are good farm hwit 
one ia a paralytic, tiiree are aged and infirm, and one ia middle ir^ 
and demented. One of the women was under temporary cicikmaH 
and may require removal ; the others were qniet and orderly, Ejiu 
work in the kitchen, dining-room and laundry, and several of ib 
others engage in sewing, mending, etc. The rooms and balls ww 
clean and in good order. The dinner was baked pork and boci 
boiled potatoes, bread and butter and tea. The poor-house conbine; 
85 inmates, the majority being males, and moat of them wereBged,it 
firm and helpless. 

Lewis Cocntt. 

The poor-house of this connty was visited February 25, 1884. b 
inmates then numbered 64, about two-thirds of whom weremal* 
The number of infeane in the aaylum building was 16, viz.: ten bki 
and aix women. One of the men, Henry Cole, aged and infirm, ^ ' 
destructive and filthy, and his clothes were much torn. The siifs-' 
intendent stated that it was impossible to keep him properly clolbe;, 
without constant overaight, and I therefore recommended hisremonl 
to the Willard isylum. The others were quiet and orderly cases, n- 
quiring no special attention. Six of the men labor more or less, u: 
the doraeatic work is performed mainly by the women. During kj 
visit I met Supervisors Gould, Katsmayer and Nash, a oonnu:"' 
tee of the board appointed to effect certain changes and improvemeo!' 
in the poor-house, for which an appropriation of (9,000 was made n 
its lest aession. After full consideration, it was decided to ereoii 
two story brick building, for guiet and harmless insane, to the iet 
of the present asylum building, with a connecting corridor for kiteha 
and dining-rooms, and to convert tlie asylum building into hospit*. 
wards for the sick, now imperfectly provided for in the poor-bona 
The plans for the new buildings and alterations have aiace been decidri 
upon, and the work will be commenced ae early as the season admiU 
The insane man referred to — Henry Cole — waa removed to the WiD- 
ard Asylnm soon after my visit. 

Livingston Coontt. 
The poor-house of this county was visited May 1, 1884,accomp»i»i 
by Commissioner Craig, The asylum department, separate bw'' 
buitdinga, contained 56 insane patients, viz. : Twenty-sii men and *' 
women. The men were remarKably quiet and orderly, and'noMWf 
of either sex were in restraint. Seven of the men were represenw 
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fa-ir farm laborers, and two work in and about the bnildings. One 
the women was conaiderably disturbed, and two others, it was said, 
xsB, at times, more or less trouble. They were clean and comfort- 
ly clothed, and their rooms and beds were in good order. Tiie em- 
>yeB are, a male attendant, at $350 a year, and two female attendants, 
jix at $4.00 per mouth, and a female cook for the women's depart- 
;nt. The sexes have separate dining-rooms, and are not allowed to 
iociate with one another. The dinner for the day consisted of boiled 
m, fresh beef, boiled potatoes and parsnips, bread and butter, and 
fc or coffee for those who desired it. The stock of vegetables raised 
ion. the farm ia abundant and well preserved. The great need of the 
stitution is a fuller water supply, and a better system of drainage. 
a attempt was made last year to meet this want by digging wells on 
jvated ground about 100 rods distant, and condncting the water 
Dm them by iron pipes, to the buildings, biit the work is not yet com- 
eted. Measures are being taken fully to utilize the water from this 
urce, the success of which remains to be determined. The women 
emed to be well and properly bathed, but the method of bathing thtf 
en is wholly unsatisfactory, several of them using the same water. 
be poor-house proper contained about 100 inmates, over two-thirds 
' whom were males, and most of them aged, inGrm and helpless 



Madison Coonty, 

The poor-house of this county was visited April 31, 1884. The time 
F the trains was such that my visit was prolonged nearly six hours, in 
'hich I went over the entire institution andsaw all the inmates. The 
bole number under care was 116, about two-thirds of whom were 
lales. They were generally aged and infirm, and a number of cases 
■ere confined to their beds, in the rooms set apart for the disabled and 
ick. There were four feeble-minded young women, proper subjects 
jr the Newark Custodial Asylum. The only children were three 
ursing in&nts, the mothers of two of whom were also inmates. The 
isane numbered 31, viz.: Eight men and 13 women, all chronic cases. 
)f the men, five were out at work, and three were said to be fair farm 
^borers. The attendant is a pauper inmate, but the men, when at 
'ork, are under the direction of the farmer. There was one man, 
'red. 0. Jones, who was filthy and untidy, and, it was said, seeks every 
ipportuuity to escape. He had been an inmate several years, is 37 
■ears of age, and had never been legally adjudged insane. I advised- 
lis removal to the Biogharnton State Asylum. The apartments for 
■he women were throughout clean and tidy. They are, for the time 
>eiQg, nnder the charge of a young woman, formerly a patient at the 
atate Lunatic Asylum, but now apparently entirely recovered. 
5he receives $2.00 per week, and seemed greatly devoted to her 
work. The insane women were clean and well clothed, and their 
i>eds and bedding in good order. There was one woman — 
Helen Leard — married, and 38 years of age, transferred from the 
State Lunatic Asylum in December, 1883, who was filthy in her 
habits, and nearly helpless from paralysis. She was confined in a 
chair by a leather strap, and is unable to move without support. 
Her presence ia the institution is a source of constant watchfulness 



id By Google 



318 Annual Report of the 

and care, and I recommended hev removal to the State AeTlum 
Bioghamlon. The others were quiet and orderly cases, aDa sev-^ 
of toem, it was said, assist more or less in the domestic work of <_ 
institntioH. The dinner, served during my visit, consisted of boL 
salt pork, boiled .potatoes, and bread and butter. All of the wotn- 
except the one referred to, were at the table and partook of the meii ■ 
a quiet and orderly manner. The poor-house supplies werp eiamik 
and found adequate, including a large supply of vegetables raieed nf. 
the farm. The institution, at present under the immediate charge'^ 
the supenutendent, was throughout clean and in good condition. 

Under date of April 25, 1884, Superintendent Robie addresiediL 
aa follows: "I transferred Fred. 0. Jones and Helen Leardtott 
Bingbamton State Asylum on the 33d inst." 

MONTGOMEKY COUNTT. 
The poor-house of this county, visited March 36, 1884, contiiEi 
fifty-three inmates, supported by contract with the board of anper^r 
ors. The keeper provides the farm, buildings, supplies, etc, utdhif 
the benefit of the labor of the inmates. The rates are, for 
epileptic, and idiotic, 93.35 per week, and for other inmates, $3. 
former are chargeable to the county, and the latter to the towns fn'E 
which they are sent. The number classed as insane was nineteen, i 
whom nine were men, and ten women. There were seven epilepticti: 
idiotic, and twenty-seven representing otherclasses. Amongthebr^ 
were seven healthy and intelligent children over two years old — fivebof' 
and two girls. I addressed the managers of the Children's Home i- 
sociation at Amsterdam, calling their attention to these children, u: 
urging action to secure their removal. The insane were all qnietan: 
harmless cases, and I did not regard any removals at present as da- 
flssary. The buildings are old and dilapidated, but they were cleu. 
and the supplies seemed to be abundant and proper. Since myviiiL 
I am informed that the managers of the Home liave secured the r^ 
moval to that institution of four of the children referred to, and lal^ 
measures for the removal of the others. 

Niagara County. 
This county poor-house was visited August 9, 1884, in company vidi 
the State Commissioner in Lunacy, Superintendent Ijewis being presen'- 
A census of the inmates then showed a population of eighty, aboo^ 
two-thirds of whom were males. These were mostly aged, inDrmin^ 
sick, claBsified in wards and rooms, so far aa practicable, according H 
their varied conditions. There were two feeble-minded young wobmb. 
proper cases for the Newark Custodial Asylum, who would be remot^i 
thence if room offered. The only insane was a middle aged ni:i'i. 
formerly at the State Lunatic Asylum, said to be a quiet, indastrioiii 
farm laborer. Our visit was in the early morning, yet we found the 
domestic work of the institution well advanced, the beds made, ite 
rooms clean, properly aired, and in good condition. The farm ha 
been greatly improved within a few years; low waste lands have bar 
reclaimed, stones removed and utilized in fences, and the roads an^ 
approaches graded and put in good order. The growing crops pi^ 
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sented evidences of good husbandry, and promised an abundant vield, 
including a large variety of vegetables and other garden producte. 
The county has no separate provision for its chronic insane, haying 
ever since the opening of the Willard Asylum sent this class to that 
institation. 

Oneida County. 

The insano department of this county was visited March 11, 1884. 
Its inmates then were : Men ninety-two; women 144; total 336. 
The wards for the women were models of neatnesa and good order, 
and the patients were ivell clothed and clean, A large number were 
engaged in sewing and other domestic work. The accommodations 
for tiie men were full, and there is a lack of proper day rooms. This 
need is more apparent in the winter months, when the men are usually 
mostly iu-doors. There were no cases of either sex in restraint or 
seclusion. I decided to remove Kate Shea, State pauper, who has be- 
come very violent and troublesome, to theWillai'd Asylum. 

Visited May 19, 1884. The number of insane under care was 344, 
as against 236, when last visited, March 11, 1884. Of these 89 were 
men and 155 women. The institntion lias considerable spare accommoda- 
tions for womeu, but no unoccupied room for men. Theentire build- 
ings have been cleaned and the walls whitened, and they were, through- 
out, in good order. Twentv-five of the men were engaged in various 
farm pursuits, a large number were in the jard under the observation 
of the attendants, while but few, comparatively, were in the building. 
Of the women about 30 were in the sewing-room, making and mend- 
ing clothing, under the direction of a seamstress, and several were at 
work in the kitchen, dining-rooms and laundry. The day was warm 
and pleasant, and a large number were enjoying the open air iu the 
yards. The large, well lighted and ijleaaant day rooms attached to 
each ward were occupied by those in doors but not engaged in work. 
There were a few disturbed and noisy patients of each sex, but most 
of them were quiet, orderly and well behaved. One man and one 
woman, temporarily destructive, had their hands confined by leather 
muffs. There were no other cases in any manner restrained, or in se- 
clnsion, and all, both in and ont of doors, were under the constant 
observation of attendants. The supervision is thorough and vigilant, 
aa is apparent in the general good condition of the patients, and the 
system and order pervading the management of the entire institution. 
The farm is under good cultivation and highly productive, supplying 
an abundance and variety of vegetables for the use of the insane and 
othe.r inmates. A large number of cows are kept upon the premises, 
the products of which are consumed in the institution. The violent 
and troublesome insane State patient, Kate Shea, referred to in my 
last visit, has since then been removed to the Willard Asylum. It 
seemed unnecessary, at present, to recommend any further re- 
movals. 

Visited September 30, 1884. The insane then numbered 244, the 
same as in the last report. May 19, 1884. Several changes had oc- 
curred during the interval, the number of men being increased from 
89 to 90, and the number of women lessened from 155 to 154. An 
additional attendant had been employed on the wai-d for disturbed 
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women, tbua giving threo attendaate for about 35 of this class d 
patients. Tliere were a number of excited and noisy cases on this 
ward, but none in restraint. In tfae men's department one feeble 
patient was in a covered bed, the others were at liberty on the halls or 
gronnds, or at worlc npon the fturm. 

Visited November 21, 18S4, ia company with Commissioner Miller. 
The asylum department then sheltered 247 insane, aa against 24+ 
when last visited, September 30, 1884. Of those, 90 were men, uid 
157 women. There were a number of disturbed and noisy cases es- 
pecially among the women, but the force of attendants was full, and 
the supervision thorough and effective. We went over the entire 
building, and found the rooms, beds and bedding throughout, cImq, 
and the kitchen and dining apartments in good order. The accom- 
modations for men are full, but the institntion has spare room for 
about 20 more women. The poor-house department, occupied mosHj 
by aged and feeble persons, was clean, well warmed and oomfortablf 
furnished. The farm has been largfly productive the pastseason, mh 
a full supply of well stored vegetables arc on hand for winter use. 

Onondaga County. 

The asylum department of the poor-bouse of this county wu 
visited February 11, 1884. Its records then showed IIO insane in- 
mates, of whom 40 were men and 70 women. There waa little orno 
spare room. In the absence of the resident physician, Dr. Aldrich, 
from sickness, and at the request of Keeper Koapp, I went throogb 
the asylum wards nnaccompauied. The attendants were found >t 
their various posts of duty, the halls and ivKims were clean, and the 
patients generally quiet and orderly. There were no cases in restrain!, 
nor seclusion, and I did not regard any removals necessary. It ii 
probable, however, that removals will soon need to be made, in order 
to make room for new cases. The dinner for the day consisted of 
boiled corn beef, boiled potatoes and carrots, bread and butter and tei. 
The force of attendants seems adequate to the number of patienU 
under care. 

Visited in the evening of March 10, 1884. The number of insane 
then reported was 111, viz. : Forty men and seventy-one women, I 
went over the entire institution, in company with Dr. Aldrich, resi- 
dent physician, after the patients had retired. There was one noifij 
man, confined in a room on the first floor; tlie others were in qniet 
sleep. The attendants were occupying rooms adjoining the ward^ 
and the supervision seemed to be thorough and effective. 

Visited May 20, 1884. The number of insane then was: Men, 
thirty-six; women seventy -seven; total 113, as against 111, at the 
time of my last visit, Slarch 10, 1884. The changes in the iuterval 
had been as follows : Admitted seven, all women, ove being from the 
State Lunatic Asylum, and two from Iheir homes; discharged and 
taken away by their friends, one man and one woman; transferred to 
the Binghamton State Asylum two men — Michael Hanley and 
Barney Kelley — ; and died, one aged man. The women's depa^^ 
ment was full, but there was spare room for three or four men. It 
will probably soon be necessary to transfer other cases in order to pre- 
vent crowding, iu which event Dr. Aldrich will select the roost difr 



id By Google 



State Boabd of Charities, 321 

turbed and troublesome patients. At the time of my visit, the insane 
were mostly quiet and orderly, and no cases were confined or in any 
jnanuer reetraiued. The wards and rooms were well ordered and clean, 
and the beds, bedding, etc., neat and tidy. Sixteen women and two 
men were engaged in the wash-room; a number of women were mak- 
ing and mending clothing, and several men were at work iu the gar- 
den and upon the farm. The dinner, served during my visit, con- 
sisted of bean soup, boiled salt pork, boiled potatoes, and bread and 
butter. The meal waa palatable and abundant, and all of the patients, 
ejcept one or two feeble cases, were at the tables. The institution has 
a large amount of vegetables cultivated and grown upon the farm, 
and its supplies of all kiii^s appeared abundant and of g^ood quahty. 

Visited September 20, 1884, accompanied by Dr. Aldrich, the resi- 
dent physician. The number of insane was 115, viz. : Thirty-eight 
men and seventy-seven women. We went over the entire building and 
saw every patient, eseept such men as were at work upon the farm. 
There were no cases in restraint, nor confined in rooms. One woman, 
returned from the Biaghamtou State Asylum July 34, 1834, was in- 
clined to do violence to others, and required constant oversight. A 
large number of women were engaged in sewing, laundry and other 
work. The men were generally quiet and orderly, causing but little 
trouble. All were clean aud comfortably clothed, and their halls and 
rooms were in good condition. The institution had no spare room. 

Visited November 30, 1884, in company with Commissioner Miller. 
The insane then numbered 114as against 115 when last visited, of whom 
thirty-seven were men and seventy-seven women. A careful examina- 
tion of all the wards and rooms snowed them to be clean at/6%'ii good 
condition, and the patients generally quiet and well behaved. No 
cases were in restraint nor confinement. Dinner was served during 
our visit. This consisted of fresh boiled beef, boiled potatoes, bread 
and batter and tea. It was well prepared, and partaken of in a quiet 
and orderly manner. The poor-house contained 165 inmates, mostly 
aged and infirm, abont two-thirds being males. It has an abandance 
of vegetables and other supplies, well stored aud set apart for the use 
of the inmates. 

Ontario County. 
The poor-house of this county was visited June 37, 1884. The 
number of inmates then was seventy-five, about two-thirds of whom 
were males. They were mostly of advanced age, and generally infirm 
and helpless. The only cases that bad been adjudged insane were 
one man and one woman, both of whom were chronic patients, and 
said to cause no trouble at present. Three others had been classed 
as insane, but they can hardjy be regarded as such. The institution 
was clean aud orderiy, and the inmates apparently well provided for 
and comfortable. The supplies were abundant and suitable, inelnding 
a large variety of vegetables grown upon the premises, and the farm is 
under good cultivation and highly productive. There were no children 
over two years old iu the institution. 

Orange Couhty. 
t The asylom of this county was visited Jannary 86, 18S4, in corn- 
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pany with the State Commissioner in Luna^. The number of iusane 

then was, men 36 ; women 39 ; total 75. The first and fourth halls, 
for men, contained 18 patiente each ; arid, the second and third balls, 
for women, had respectively, iJO and 19 patients. Each hall has one 
attendiinr, and they are necessarily continiiotisly on duty, both day 
and night. The building throughont was in good condition, the beds 
and beddiug were clean and tidy, and the insane remarkably quiet and 
orderly. We saw every patient, and none were confined, nor in any 
manner restrained. During our visit, dinner was served, consistii^ 
of boiled salt pork, boiled potatoes and cabbage, and bread and tea. It 
was abundant and palatable, and partaken of in an orderly and qniet 
manner. The great need of this institntion ia a matron, to devote her 
whole time and attention to the insane, with anthority over all of its 
wards. At present, the dnties of matron are performed by Mrs. Bab- 
cock, wife of the keeper, hnt the demands npon her in the poor-honso 
department, and in other directions, are such, that she can devote but 
litfJe time to the insane. I communicated with the superintendents of 
the poor, advisjng the employment of a matron, exclusively for the 
asylum department. The institntion has a few spare beds, and the 
condition of the insane was such that it was not regarded necessary to 
recommend any removals. 

In May, 1883, 1 advised the superintendents of this county to re- 
move Hannah Litis, a feeble-minded young woman, then in the asylum 
building, to the Castodial Asylum at Newark. For some reason, her 
removal was ncgtected, and on January 18, 1884, she gave hirtb to a 
living c hild . This is the second occurrence of the kind in the institu- 
tion fluflB^ the year, and the county is now burdened not only with 
these two feeble-minded young women, bnt also with their enfeebled 
offspring. It is impossible to secure their removal now, as the Newark 
Custodial Asylum has no spare room. 

Visited April 18, 1884. There had been no admission to the asylum 
department since my last visit, January 36, 1881. One man, Dennis 
Brnner, becoming violent and troublesome, had been removed to 
the Binghamton State Asylum; one man had been discharged recov- , 
ered, and is now employed in the asylum ; and one man and one 
woman had died. This left 71 under care, viz. : Thirty-three men and 
38 women, as follows : First hall 17, and fourth hall 16 men ; second 
hall 20, and third hall 18 women. Of the men on the first hall seven 
go out to work upon the farm and one works in the kitchen. The 
fourth hall furnishes six very good farm laborers, who were engaged 
in planting potatoes, Nearly all of the women do more or less work, 
and four are constantly employed in the laundry. The, dinner, par- 
taken during my visit, consisted of salt boiled mackerel, boiled pots- 
foes, bread and butter and tea. All of the patients except one, a woman 
confined to her bed by sickness, were at the tables. There were no 
cases in restraint or seclusion. The interior halls were being painted 
and tinted, and the rooms and halls throughout were clean and in good 
order. The poor-house ^oper contained 174 inmates, of whom nearly 
two-thirds were males. These were mostly aged and infirm persons, 
and quite a number were confined to their beds by sickness. The in- 
stitution has a large supply of vegetables, including beets, onions, ear- 
rota and parsnips, cultivated and grown upon the farm. 

In addition to the countypoor-house.Newburgh city and town maia- 
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tain an alma-house, which was visited July 17, 1884, in companywith 
Com missi oner Carpenter and the Statfl Commissioner in Lnnacy. This 
inst.itation provides, by local tax, for the poor of the city and town of 
Newbnrgh, and is not subject to taxation for the poor expenses of the 
other towns of the connty. It is a comfortable brick structure, pleas- 
antly situated two miles from Newburgh'and has accommodations for 
about one hundred inmates. The management is vested in a non- 
partisan board of com^missioners, the immediate officer being a superin- 
tendent, who also'a'dmiuisters out-door relief, and diaeharges such 
other duties as arb i-equired of county superintendents. At the time 
of our visit the inmates numbered seventy-six, viz. : Forty-two males 
and thirty-four females. Of these, five — two males and three females, 
were committed as vagrants. The others were mostly aged and in- 
firm, and there were quite a number of hospital cases. Tlie only in- 
sane were three men and four women, all of whom were quiet and 
harmless. Two of the men and one of the women had been treated 
in State asylums. One man and two women were said to be good 
laborers. Tliere were no cases in restraint, and we did not regard any 
removals necessary. The institution throughout was clean and orderly 
and the grounds and out-buildings in good condition. It contained no 
children under two years of age. 

Orleans County. 
This connty poor-house was visited August 9, 1884, in company with 
the State Commissioner in Lunacy. The building was in good repair, 
and the inmates apparently supplied with every needed comfort. The 
number of persons under care was fifty-five, about two-thirds being 
males. The only insane were, four women and one man, all of whom 
were harmless chronic cases, with unrestricted liberty. The products 
of a well tilled farm largely supply the wants of the inmates, and 
■materially le^en the cash outlay for their maintenance and care. The 
institution bad considerable spare room, and it was said, is at no time 
crowded, 

Oswego Countt. 

Visited February 28, 1884. The insane department then sheltered 
forty-seven inmates, of whom thirteen were men and thirty-four 
women. On the 14th of January, 1884, two disturbed and filthycaaeB, 
viz. ; Emma Willis and Harriet Fuller, were removed to the Willard 
Asylum. I went through all the halls and rooms of the institution, 
and saw ev.ery patient. There were no noisy or excited cases, nor 
any in restraint or Seclusion. The bods, clothing, etc., were clean and 
tidy, and the institution throughout was in good order. There seemed 
no immediate necessity for further removals, The poor-house depart- 
ment contained eighty-four inmates, about equally divided between 
the sexes, nearly all of whom were aged, infirm and helpless persons. 

May 22, 1884, the number of insaue was forty-six, as against forty- 
seven, February 28, 1884, the time of my last visit. Of these twelve 
were men and thirty-four women. Accompanied by Dr. Johnson, I 
went through all the wards and rooms and s,iw each patient. All were 
comfortably clothed, clean and orderly, and no cases were either in 
seclusion or restraint Of the men, five are fair laborers, and the 
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These were all orderly chrouic cases, and it was stated cauao no serious 
trouble. They occupied comfortable, separate wards, and were properly 
clothed and clean. _A nnmber of them labor upon the farm, and in 
domeetic work. There were three feeble-minded young women in the ' 
Insd tntioti, awaiting accommodationa at the J^Tewark GuEtodial Asylum, 
Tlie farm has yielded largely the past year, and a good supply of vege- 
tables and other products was found on hand and well stored. There 
are eighteen cows kept on the premises, the milk and batter from 
which, it was said, is wholly consumed'by the inmates. 

Putnam County, 
- The poor-houseof this county was visited July 16, 1884, in company 
with the State Commissioner in Lunacy. Its inmates then numbered 
nineteen males and twenty females, total thirty-nine. Moat of these 
were sick and infirm, and many of them very aged . ■ The number 
classed as insane was six. — three men and three women — all of whom 
were quiet, InofEeosivo cases. The men do more or less work, and two 
of them were said lo be very good laborers ; but the women do little or 
no work. The insane occupy apartments with the other inmates, and 
receive no special attention. We did not regard it necessary to advise 
any removals. Among the other inmates were two adult male idiots; 
one epiieptic, a young man, at times violent ; and one feeble-minded 
young woman. The last — Emma Ferguson — was at large upon the 
grounds, and without adequate protection. I recommended her re- 
moval to the Newark Custodial Asylum last year, but she was denied 
admission on account of lack of room. We found the institution 
clean, and the supplies abundant and suitable. It has no facilities for 
classifl cation, however, nor are the sexes properly separat-ed. These 
defects arise from faulty plans of the buildings, which can only be 
corrected by a change in the keeper's apartments, and a readjustment 
of the inmates. 

Queens County. 

The asylum of this county was visited January 30, 188i, in com- 

Eany with Commissioner Carpenter and the State Commissioner in 
lUnacy. Theiusane thennumbered 119, viz.: Men57 and women 63. 
Of these there was one pay patient at tl.OO per week, one at $3.00, 
two at 13.00, and one at 14.00. We went through all the wards and 
rooms, and found them clean and in good order. The dinner which 
was being served, consisted of roast beef, boiled potatoes and turnips, 
bread and butter and tea. There were a number of excited and dis- 
turbed patients, but none in any manner restrained or secluded. The 
supervision is thorough and apparently effective. The following is a 
list of the ofBcers, attendants and employees of the institution, with 
the compensation of each : Superintendent *1,200 per year ; assistant 
superintendent liSO per year; three male attendants at tl 8 and two 
at tie per month ; two men in the kitchen, at $13 and 114 per month 
respectively ; one man as baker, at $2S per month ; one laundry man 
at 915 per month ; one night watchman at tl4 per month ; one stable 
man at 115 per month ; three female attendants at tl8, and two at 
tl6 per month ; one seamstress at tlO per month ; one laundry woman 
at Hi per month, and one at $16 per mouth ; one female cook at tSO 
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per mouth; twd one dressmaker at $15 per month. The total 
annual expenseB for euperrigion and care, therefore, sums up 15,796 
or upon an average of ISO patients, $48.30 per capita. Q'o this must 
be added the expense of the attending physician, who is paid by the 
visit, and also for medicines furniBhed. In December last, I recom- 
mended the remoyal of the more disturbed and violent patients from 
this asvlnm, to tlie State institutions for the chronic insane, with the 
Tiew of relieving its crowded condition, andlesseDing the expense of 
management. The question of the eulargenieiiC of the asylum has 
again been under consideration by the board of supervisors, and the 
removal, in consequence, deferred. I renewed my recommendation 
for such removals at this visit, and was sustained by Commissioner 
Oarpenter and the State Commissioner in Lunacy. Since then it has 
been decided not to enlarge the institution, and the following, 
removals have been made: To the Binghamton Statu Asylum, 
February 14, 1884, William Hatch, Gotlieb Green, Peter Eose- 
mnth, John Freshler, Matthew Knoop and Michael Meskell. 

Visited May 13, 1884, in company with Commissioner Milhau and 
the State Commissioner in Lunacy. In addition to the six men 
transferred to the Binghamton State Asylum February 14, 1884, re- 
ferred to in my last report, the following women were transferred to 
the Willard Asylum April 10, 18S4, as previously recommended, viz, : 
Jennie G. Gaaweli Elizabeth Houser, Jane Sehenk, Bridget Kane, 
Henrietta Wright and Charity Ann Jackson. These were all dis- 
turbed and noisy patients, and for some time had been tlie source of 
much trouble, Smee my last visit, January 30, 1884, one man and 
one woman had been discharged and were being provided for by their 
friends, and eight men and five women had been admitted. The 
total under care at the time of our visit was 118, viz.: Fifty-eighty men 
and sixty women. The men were all out of the wards, of whom twelve 
were at work in the wash-room. The others were in the yards in 
ohareeofthe attendants. Of the women eight were at work in the 
laundry, three in the kitchen, and seven were engaged in sewing. All 
were comfortably clothed, generally quiet and orderly, and no cases 
were in any manner restrained. The halls and rooms were in good 
order, and the beds and bedding clean and tidy. The laundry work 
is performed entirely by the patients, under the direction of at- 
tendants, the men pounding the clothes in barrels, and women do- 
ing the rubbing and ironing. No machinery of any kind is used for 
laundry purposes. The dinner for the day consisted of fresh beef ■ 
etew, boiled potatoes, bread and butter and tea. The diet is said 
to vary each day, and vegetables of various kinds are used in abnn- 
dance. Among the patients, were four or five recent cases, and we 
could not learn that action was to be taken to send them to a State 
asylum. We accordingly corarannioated with the superintendents of 
the poor, calling their attention to those cases and to the statute re- 
quiring their removal. The closets are defective, and the drainage 
very imperfect. We suggested some changes and alterations in these 
respects, which it is thought will lead to their improvement. 

visited the asylum December 23, 1884, in company with the State 
Commissioner inLunacy, The records of this institution for the year 
ending November l,1884,fumi8h the following: The number of patients 
November 1, 1883, was 119, and 46 were admitted, thus making 165 
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under cAre during the year. Of these, 22 were discbargedi 18 trans- 
'errod to State asylums, and 4 died, leaving 131 in the institution 
N'ovember 1, 1884, of whom 55 were men and 66 women. The num- 
jer under care at the time of our yisit waa 57 men and 66 women, 
(nakiug a total ol 123. The, avcrsge unmber niider care during the 
/ear was 119, and the reported average weekly cost of support, in- 
cluding Balariea and wages, was 12.75, We went over the entire in- 
stitution, and found the rooms clean and warm, and the patients com- 
fortably clothed. The supper, consisting of tea, milk, bread and but- 
ter, sna plain cake, was served during our visit, and all of the patients 
were at the table except one man. Tne institution has no spare room, 
and it is the intention of the superintendents soon to remove a few of 
the more disturbed and troublesome cases to State asylums. 
The poor-house of the county was visited May 16, 1884, in com- 

Etny with the State Commissioner in Lunacy. It is situated on 
amnm'a Island, some ten miles distant from the asylum, and there 
ia no connection in the management of the two institutions. The 
inmates numbered 34 mitles and 19 females. Of these, four were 
children under two years old. The others were mostly aged and in- 
firm persons. There were no insane, idiots, or epileptics. The 
buildings were clean and in good order, and the supplies seemed to be 
sufficient and proper. The farm, most of which is reclaimed low 
lauds, is under good cuUiyatlon, and promises abundant crops. 

In addition to the coonty poor-house and insane asylum of this 
county, previously noticed, there are two town poor-houses in the 
county, viz. : The Hempstead town poor-house and the North Hemp- 
stead and Oyster Bay town poor-house. 

The Hempstead town poor-house, situated about three miles from 
Hempstead village, was visited December 6, 1884. It then had 2ii in- 
mates, of whom 14 were males and 8 females. All of the females and 
5 of the males were sheltered in the main buildingj occupied also by 
the keeper and his family, and 9 of the males were quartered in the 
old poor-house structure, standing at the rear. The main building is 
in good condition, though badly planned for its purposes, and waa 
clean and well ordered throughout. The old structure is much 
dilapidated, and bears evidences of having been neglected, and is ex- 
tremely filthy. -The floors were being scraped and painted, and the 
vails cleaned and whitened, and the keeper who had only recently 
been appointed, said it was his intention thoroughly to renovate it. 
Aa the main tjuilding has ample room for all the inmates, it would 
seem better to remove them to it, anft abandon the old building. The 
inmates were mostly aged and infirm, of whom three were helpless pa- 
ralytics. There was one feeble-minded young woman, also epileptic ; 
and one intelligent girl, with an illegitimate nursing child. Two of the 
women were insane, one being a quiet, harmless, chronic case, and 
the other, 38 years old, recently admitted in the acuto stage of the 
disease. The latter was said to be disturbed and troublesome, and 
estremely noisy at night. The keeper informed me that measures 
had been taken to remove her to an asylum soon, and I did not, there- 
fore, regard it necessary to communicate with the authorities rcgai-d- 
ing the matter. The institution has an invested fund, derived from 
the sale of town lands, and from various other sources, the income 
^m which is said to be more than sufficient to provide for all the 
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per month ; and one dressmaker at $15 per month. The total 
anaaal expenses for supervision and care, therefore, sums up $5,796 
or upon an average of 120 patients, $48. 30 per capita. Q'o this must 
be added the expense of the attending physician, who is paid by the 
visit, and also for medicines furnished. In December last, I recom- 
mended the removal of the more disturbed and violent patieuta from 
this asylum, to t^e State institutions for the chronic insane, with the 
view of relieving its crowded condition, andlesseniog the expense of 
management. The question of the enlargemeuC of the asylum has 
again been under consideration by the board of supervisors, and the 
removal, in consequence, deferred. I renewed my recommendation 
for such removals at this visit, and was sustained by Commissioner 
Carpenter and the State Commissioner in Lunacy. Since then it has 
been decided not to enlarge the institution, and the following, 
removals have been made; To the Einghamton State Asylum, 
February 14, 1884, William Hatch, Gotlieb Green, Peter Eose- 
muth, John Freshler, Matthew Knoop and- Michael Meskell. 

Visited May 13, 1884, in company with Commissioner Milhau and 
the State Commissioner in Lunacy. In addition to the six men 
transferred to the Binghamton State Asylum February 14, 1884, re- 
ferred to in my last report, the following women were transferred to 
the Willard Asylum April 10, 1884, as previously recommended, viz.: 
Jennie G, Qaawell Elizabeth Houser, Jane Schenk, Bridget Kane, 
Henrietta Wright and Charity Ann Jackson. These were all dis- 
turbed and noisy patients, and for some time had been the source of 
much trouble. Since my last visit, January 30, 1884, one man and 
one woman had been discharged and were being provided for by their 
friends, and eight men and five women had been admitted. The 
total under care at the time of our visit was 118, viz.: Fifty-eighty men 
and sixty women. The men were all out of the wards, of whom twelve 
were at work in the wash-room. The others were in the yards in 
charge of the attendants. Of the women eight were at work in the 
laundry, three in the kitchen, and seven were engaged in sewing. AH 
were comfortably clothed, generally quiet and orderly, and no cases 
were in any manner restramed. The halls and rooms were in good 
order, and the beds and bedding clean and tidy. The laundry work 
is performed entirely by the patients, under the direction of at- 
tendants, the men pounding the clothes in barrels, and women do- 
ing the rubbing and ironing. Wo machinery of any kind is used for 
laundry purposes. The dinner for the day consisted ot fresh beef 
stew, boiled potatoes, bread and butter and tea. The diet is said 
to vary each day, and vegetables of various kinds are used in abun- 
dance. Among the patients, were four or five recent cases, and we 
could not learn that action was to be taken to send them to a State 
asylum. We accordingly communicated with the superintendents of 
the poor, calling their attention to those cases and to the statute re- 
quiring their removal. The closets are defective, and the drainage 
very imperfect. We snggested some changes and alterations in these 
reacts, which it is thought will lead to their improvement. 

Visited the asylum December 23, 1884, in company with the State 
Commissioner in Lnnacy. The records of this institution for the year 
ending November l,1884,fumish the following: 'The number of patients 
November 1, 1883, was 1X9, and 46 were admitted, thus making 165 
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under care during the year. Of these, 22 were discharged) 18 trans- 
ferred to State asjlume, and 4 died, leaving 131 in the institution 
November 1, 1884, of whom 55 were men and 66 women. The num- 
ber uuder care at the time of our visit was 57 men and 66 women, 
making a total of 123, The average number under care during the 
year was 119, and the reported average weekly cost of euppori", in- 
cluding salariea and wages, was $2 75. We went over the entire in- 
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Rockland Cocntit. 

The |)oor-hoaBe of this county was visited February 18, 1884, ac- 
companied by the State Commiasioaer in Lunacy, its iumatea then 
numbered 65, of whom 24 were males and 41 females. Of these, two 
men and four women wereclaased as insane. One of the men is a good 
farm laborer, and the other aged and infirm. Three of the women 
engage in domeatio work, and one, in advanced life, ia quiet and harm- 
less, remaining most of the time in her room. There were two feeble- 
minded young women, that need the protecting care of the Newark 
Custodial Asylum. The au|>erintendeut informed us that be had ap- 
plied for their admission to that inatitution, but that they had been 
rejected because of laclc of room. During the past year, a three story 
and basement brick building, 40 by 60 feet, has been erected for males, 
similar in style to that occupied by the females. The entire institu- 
tion will accommodate ISO inmates, and cost about *".i8,000. The 
■ buildings are properly furnished, well warmed, and have an abundant 
water supply, with good bathing facilities. The sexes are kept sepa- 
rated, and classified according to their varied conditions. The inati- 
tution throughout was clean and in good order, and the inmates well 
clothed and comfortable. 

St, Lawkencb Codntt. 

This county poor-house was visited February 36, 1884, in company 
with Superintendent Sackrider and Supervisor Sanford. Its inmates 
then uumbered 180, being about equally divided between the sexes. 
Of these, 13 were insane, viz.: Six men and aevon women. They 
were all chronic cases and said to cause no trouble. The question of 
providing for a greater number of chronic insane is being agitated in the 
county, and I met the committee of the supervisors having the matter 
in charge. There is considerable good spare room in the poor-house, 
that might be utilized for quiet and orderly insane, were proper at- 
tendants employed. The erection of additional bnildinga by the 
county for this clasa, therefore, aeems unnecessary, and I advised 
against such expenditure. 

Under date of March 35, 1884, Supervisor Sanford, chairman of the 
committee, addressed me the following: " On the 18th of this mouth, our 
board of supervisors had a session and the committee on insane made 
a report, the substance of which was as suggested by you. Thft report 
was adopted and the superintendent will employ more assistants, and 
take down partitions, cages, etc., and fit the upper floor for sleeping 
apartments." 

Visited November 14, 1S84, in company with Commissioner Poster. 
There were also present Superintendent Sackrider, Supervisors San- 
ford and Harrison, and H. B. Elsworth of the local visiting commit- 
tee. The number of inmates was 171, being about equally divided be- 
tween the sexes. Of these, four men and six women were classed as 
insane, with little or no change in their condition since last reported. 
The contemplated changea and improvements in the poor-house, so as 
to accommodate a larger number of qniet insane, to which reference 
was made in my last report, haa not as yet been effected. The subject 
was under conaideratiou at the time of our viait, but I am not informed 
aa to what progreaa, if any, haa been made in tlie matter. The insti- 
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inmates were said to number about 70, the majority being males. The 
BDperin ten dent stated that the institution contained no insane, and as 
my time was limited, I did not go through its wards. 

Schoharie Oodhty. 

This county poor-house was visited July 23, 1884, acopmpanied by 
the State Commissioner in Lunacy. Tne building is an old dilapi- 
dated structure, and has no facilities for classilication, or even separa- 
tion of the sexes. The inmates numbered 33, viz.: Seventeen males 
and 15 females, most of whom .were aged, idiotic, feeble-minded or 
otherwise infirm. Among the number were three chronic insane 
women, in advanced life, all of whom had been treated at the State 
Lunatic Asylum. They associate with the other inmates, and receive 
no special attention, all being q^utet, harmless cases. There were no 
men classed as insane. In my visits to the institution last year, I found 
three feeble-minded voung women aa inmates, viz. : Ann Cronin, Ellen 
Cane and Emeline T^hompson, the latter then having been the mother 
of three illegitimate children. The attention of the superintendent 
was called to these cases, and their removal to the f^ewark Custodial 
Asylum recommended. For some reason, their removal was not effected, 
and they still remain in the poor-house. It was found that Emeline 
Thompson was again enceinte, and soon to become the mother of 
another illegitimate child. The institution affords no protection to 
this class of yonng women, and we urged their removal to the Asylum 
at Newark, as soon as room is offei-ed. 

At the invitation of the supervisors of the county, I attended the 
session of the board at Schoharie Oourt-House, November 24, 1884, 
to confer with them in regard to contemplated improvements in the 
county poor-house. After an informal discussion and interchange of 
views in regard to the matter, it was decided immediately to relay some 
of the floors, secure a better system of drainage, and increase the 
water supply. The evils growing out of a lack of conveniences for 
classification and separation of the sexes can be remedied only by 
alterations of the internal arrangement of the building, so as to give 
the keeper apartments in the centre, and areadjustmentof the inmates. 
A committee of the board was appointed to devise a plan for these 
alterations, and a further conference will soon be had upon the sub- 
ject. 

SCHCYLBB ConiTTY. 

This county has no county poor-house, its poor, except in the towns 
of Dix and Hector, being relieved at their homes or supported in fam- 
ilies. The towns of Dix and Hector have town poor-houses, in which 
the settled poor of those towns are maintained. The oversight and 
care of the unsettled poor of the county is in the hands of the county 
superintendent, who also directs as to the disposition and custody of 
the insane. The subject of the erection of a county poor-house has 
been under consideration for several years, and is stifl agitated in the 
county, but thus far no positive action in this direction has been taken. 

The Dix Town Poor-Honse, established some six years ago, and sit- 
uated about four miles from the village of Watkins, was visited Angust 
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The poor-houae of thia eonuty was visited December 3, 1884, the 
board of superintendents being then in eeseiou at the institution. The 
number of inmates was sistj-four, yiz.-: Forty-seyen males and seven- 
teen females. These were mostly aged persona, and quite a number 
of them were infirm and bed-ridden. The only insane were three 
women and one man, all quiet, harmless cases, having full liberty, and 
occupying apartments in common with the other inmates. The build- 
ings are in good repair, comfortably furniahed, and were, throughout, 
clean and well oMered. A large amount of vegetables, cultivated and 
grown upon the farm, were in store for winter use, and the supplies 
Otherwise seemed abundant and proper. There were no children, ex- 
cept two infants, in the institution. 

Suffolk County. 
Visited January 39, 1884, in company with Commissioner Car- 
penter, and Dr. Baker, attending physician, was also present. The 
number of insane was forty-four, of whom seventeen were men and 
twenty-seven women. We went through all the wards and rooms, and 
'saw all of the patients. The insane men, except a few quiet and 
orderly laborers, have been removed from the basement to the hall con- 
nected with their sleeping rooms, as recommended in a former viait, 
and are under the constant oversight and care of an attendant. A 
number of these, who for a long time had been filthy and untidy in 
their persona and habits, had greatly improved, and were clean, orderly, 
and well clothed. There was only one disturbed case, — Edward 
Clancy — whom it may soon become necessary to remove to the Biug- 
hamton State Asylum. The women's wards were very clean, the 
patienta comfortably clothed and orderly, and there were no cases in 
seclusion or restraint. Dinner was served during our visit. It con- 
sisted of baked pork and beana, boiled potatoes and turnips, bread and 
coffee, and the women had bntter also. The meal was aoundant and 

Eartaken in an orderly manner. All of the insane, except one or two 
;eble cases, came to the table. 
April 16, 1884. Since last visited, there had been admitted to the , 
asylum department, one man and four women. The man, at one time 
a patient at the State HomfBopathic Asylum, and subsequently at the 
county asylum, went to his home in December, 1883, butwaa recently 
returned, his friends being nnable to provide for him. He is a general 
paretic, and extremely feeble and filthy. One of the women had been 
at the State asylum at Brattloboro, Vermont, over 20 years, and she 
was held in family custody about three months after her diEcharge 
from the asylum. Two had been private patients at the asylum at 
Amityville, and one had been in a Home for the Aged in Brooklyn. 
The relatives of all these women pay a moderate weekly sum for their 
maintenance and care. The whole number of patients was 49, viz. : 
Eighteen men and 31 women. Twelve of the men were out of doors, 
most of them engaged in farm labor, and six were upon the halls. 
The latter do little or no wort. One of these — Edward Clancy — 
referred to in my last visit, is a disturbed and troublesome case, and 
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Sdllivan Coonty. 
The poor-house of this conuty was visited April 17, 1884. Its in- 
matea then numbered about 100, fully three-fourths of whom were 
malea, nearly all being aged and infirm. The asylum department con- 
tained 35 patients — 13 men and 23 women — as against 33 npon the 
occasion of my last yieit, March IG, 1833. The bailding for men is 
an old strnoture, but it has been repaired during the past year, and 
some of the dark and unsightly cells have been removed. In addition 
to the insane, it is also occupied by a number of dieeased and habit* 
ually filthy men. The women's department is a comfortable wooden 
dwelling, and was estremely neat and tidy. Each of these buildings 
is detached and about fifteen rods from the poor-house proper. Of the 
insane men, eight are said to labor more or less under the direction of 
the farmer. There are two female attendants, and the domestic work 
of the women's department is mainlyperformedby the patients, under 
their ^idance. There were no violent or disturbtid insane, nor any 
oases in restraint, and I did not advise any removals. The evening 
meal, consisting of milk, pudding, bread and butter, and teaforthose 
who desired it, was served during my visit. The supplies were ex- 
amined and found abundant and of good quality. The entire institu- 
tion, including the poor-house proper, was clean and orderly, and the 
grounds, out-buildings, farm, stock, etc., were in good condition. 

TroQA County, 

The Tioga county poor-house was visited March 19, 1881. It then 
sheltered 4rS inmates, about two-thirds of whom were males. Among 
the number were three men and two women classed as insane. These 
occupy rooms in common with the other inmates, and it was said, 
cause no trouble. Upon the removal of the insane of this county last 
year to the Binghamtou State Asylum, the building used by them 
was re-Btted and is now devoted to aged and infirm inmates. The 
high board fences at the rear have been removed, and the place has 
an air of neatness and comfort. The water supplv introduced last 
vear has proved abundant, and meets a long felt need in this direction. 
The house throughout was clean and in good condition, and the in- 
mates were comfortably clothed. During my visit, the dinner was 
served, consisting of fresh boiled beef, boiled potatoes, turnips and 
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onions, bread and butter aQd tea. The supply of vegetables in the 
institution, raised upon the farm, is abundant. 

Tompkins County. 
This county poor-house was visited August 6, 1884, in company 
with the State Commiaaiorer in Lunacy, Superintendent Newman 
being also present. Its inmates then numbered only 31, o( whom 18 
were males and 13 females. Among these was one infant, and also a 
boy twelve years old, sufferiog from hip disease, who was recently re- 
moved from the Ontario County Orphan Asylum. The others were 
mostly aged persons, generally feeble and in&rm. The only insane 
were two women and one man, all harmless chronic eases. The 
■man is a partial paralytic, demented and helpless ; one of the women 
is a very good laborer, the other is aged, infirm and feeble. The build- 
ings are plain but comfortable, and were clean and in Mr condition. 
l!he farm is under good cultivation, and yields abundantly. The 
supplies were adequate and proper, includiug a large variety and 
stocK of vegetables grown upon the premises. It is the settled policy 
of the county to send its chronic insane to the State asylums, since it 
has no separate accommodations for this class. Thero was one feeble- 
minded young woman who should be removed to the Newark Custo- 
dial Asylum whenever it has spare room. 

Ulstkr County. 

The poor-house of this county was visited May 31, 1884. In the 
absence of the superintendent. Dr. E. H. Heston, attending physician, 
accompanied me. The building ia an old dilapidated wooden struc- 
ture, with low ceilings and leaky roof, and has no proper conveniences 
for its purposes. The erection of a new poor-house hae been under 
consideration for several years, but without practical results. It is 
said the subject will again be brought up at the next annual session of 
the supervisors, and that a new building will probably be erected 
soon. The number of inmates was 75, over two-thirds being males, 
most of whom were aged and infirm. There were no insane, nor any 
children over two years of age. The association is unrestricted dur- 
ing the day ; at night the sexes are locked up in separate rooms. The 
farm appeared to be under good cultivation. 

The Kingston City Alms-house was visited in the evening of May 
30, 1884. This receives and provides for the poor of the city, and is 
exempt from taxation for pauper expenses arising in the various towns 
of Ulster county. The building is a commodious, well planned brick 
structure, and in all respects well designed for its purposes. It is 
under the general control of a board of alms-house commisBioaere, 
said to be non-partisan. The present superintendent, Mr. Montanye, 
has been continuous in office since its organization. In addition to 
his duties as keeper, he also administers the out-door poor relief in 
the city. The number of inmates at the time of my visit was 48, 
viz.: Thirty-seven males and eleven females. They were all aged, 
eick, or otherwise infirm and helpless. There was only one insane 
inmate, a quiet, harmless man under no restraint. T went over the 
entire building, and found it throughout clean and in good order, and 
' the supplies were of good quality and abundant. 
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poor-house proper, heretofore numbered among the insane, bnt these, 
mostly aged persons, requiring no special attention, can hardly be re- - 
garded as belonging to this class. In the absence of keeper Carver, I 
went through the asylum wards and rooms unattended, and devoted 
about three hours to the visit. The entire institutioD, including kit- 
chen, dining and laundry-rooma, was clean and in good order, and no 
eases were in any manner restrained. The dinner, which was being 
prepared, consisted of boiled salt pork, boiled potatoes and turnips, 
and bread and tea. The dining-rooms are light and cheerful, and the 
tables are famished with white stone crockery. The patients were 
generally quiet and orderly, and a large number of the women were 
engaged in sewing, laundry and other domestic work. There were 
two women, however, who were causing considerable trouble, and 
were also the source of annoyance and distress to the other patients, 
viz.: Jane Bean, aged 45 years, an inmate three years, very excited and 
noisy; and Kats Morgan, admitted about si: months ago, having 
been previously eight years insane in family care, turbulent and 
filthy. I commnnicated with the superintendents, advising the re- 
moval of these cases to the Willard Asylum. 

■Westchester County. 
This county poor-house was visited, with the State Commissioner in 
Lunacy, Jnly 16, 13S£ It contained at that time 115 inmates, about 
one-third of whom were males. Kearly all were aged, infirm, and 
helpless persons, and a large number were hospital' cases. The only 
insane were, a young man,ati acute case, awaiting removal to the Hud- 
son River State Hospital, and a Swedish male immigrant, to be re- 
moved to the commissioners of emigration. The county has about 
200 chronic insane at the Willard and Binghamton State Asylums. 
The buildings throughout were clean and onlerly, and the yards and 
grounds in good condition. The farm is under high cultivation, 
promising an abundant yield of vegetables and other products for con- 
sumption by the inmates. 

Wyoming County. 

The poor-house of this couyty was visited March 22, 1884. It then 
had seventy-seven inmates, about two-thirds being females, and most 
of them were aged and infirm. The asylnm department contained 
fifteen patieuts, of whom six were men, and nine women. Of the men, 
"three were at work in the woods, and the others were on the ward, one 
having recently been transferred from the Buffalo State Asylum. All 
were quiet and harmless cases, and it was said, causa no trouble. Of 
the women, four do more or less domestic work; one was confined to 
her bed sick, the othera were mild and inoffensive cases. The build- 
ing throughont was in good order, the insane well clothed and clean, 
and there were no cases restrained, nor in^ seclusion. It seemed 
" unnecessary fo recommend any removals. 

Visited Jane 9, 1884, in companv with Commissioner Letchworth. 

The poor-houie proper contained fifty-eight, and the asylnm deparfc- 

mentsixteen inmates. Of the latter, seven were men, and nine women. 

One of the men — Frederick Hill — aged twenty-nine years, admitted 

43 
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most urgent, filthy, disturbed and violent insane OEly, owing to the 
lack of accommodations in these institufcions, 

5. The employment of additional attendants to lootafterthe insane 
in these exempted counties, has been recommended and acted upon in 
several counties. 

6. The recommendations for removals to the Willard and Bingham- 
ton Asylums, from the counties not exempt from the Willard Asylum 
Act, few of which employ attendants for the care of their insane,have 
been extended so as to include all filthy, feeble and violent or dis- 
turbed cases found in these counties. 

7. The recommendations for removals, in all cases, have been well ■ 
received, and generally promptly carried out. 

8. There have been no additions to the buildings in the exempted 
counties during the year. The Supervisors of Oheida county, at tneir 
last annual session, appropriated $18,000 for the alteration, repair and 
extension of the building for its insane men, after the plans, for the 
building for insane women. The work is to be entered upon early, in 
the coming season. 

9. The only additional accommodations for the insane in thp coun- 
ties not exempt from the Willard Asylum Act, daring the year, have 
been in Greene and Lewis counties. In Greene county, a detached 
wooden building has been fitted up.for dementedand harmless insane, 
heretofore occupviug an old dilapidated out-building; and Ijewis 
county has erected a two story brick building for its leas troublesome 
insane, and converted the building formerly occupied by themintoa 
hospital connected with the poor-house. 

My acknowledgments are due to the en peri n ten dents, keepers and 
other officers of the institutiona of the various counties, in affording 
me every needed facility for the prosecution of my work during the 
year, and for their earnest and hearty co-operation in securing nume- 
rous improvements and reforms in their management. 
Respectfully submitted, 

CHA8. S. HOYT, 

Dated Albany, N. Y., January 13, 1885, 
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